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THE 

ROMAN HISTORY 

i 

CONTINUED. 


INTRODUCTION. 

T HIS introdu&ion includes three arti¬ 
cles : the firft treats of the iEdilefhip; 
the fecond, three great public works, 
which have fome relation to that office - 5 and 
the third, the cruel treatment of debtors by their 
creditors at Rome. 


ARTICLE I. 

Brief definition of the functions of the JEdtles . 

T H E functions of the iEdilefhip ffiould 

have been placed at the end of the prece¬ 
ding volume with thofe of the Praetors: but to 
avoid fwelling that too much, I thought it pro¬ 
per to refer the account of them to the begin¬ 
ning of this. 

The iEdiles are fo called from the Latin word 
cedes, which fignifies buildings edifice: we (hall 
fee prefently the relation of that name to their 
functions. 

The firft iEdiles were inftituted the fame 
year with the Tribunes of the People. They % 
were at that time fubaltern officers, to execute 
the orders of the Tribunes, who referred iome 
You. III. B affairs 
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INTRODUCTION. 

affairs of final 1 importance to their care. The 
public and private buildings were under their 
direction, from whence they took their name * 
they prefided in the games given to the People* 
and had alfo a fhare in the civil government, 
that obliged them to provide for the fafety and 
cleanhnefs of the city, to regulate in refpeft to 
provifions, with abundance of other cares, of 
which it is eafy to conceive that the detail muff 
Liv I. be very extenfive. It was alfo ordained in pro- 

cefs of time, that the decrees of the Senate, im¬ 
mediately after they were paffed, fhould be put 
into their hands, to be depofited in the temple 
of Ceres, in order that it might not be in the 
power of the Confuis to make any alteration in 
them. Two iEdiles were annually chofen in 
the fame affembly with the Tribunes, and al¬ 
ways out of the body of the People. 

The Plebeians continued in the foie poffeffion 
of the iEdilefhip during the fpace of an hundred 
a. R, 33 s. and twenty fevenyears to the year of Rome 388. 
Liv. 6. The Senate at that time, who had juft reconci- 
c ' led themfelves to the People, by granting that 

one of their order fhould be Conful, thought it 
incumbent on them to exprefs their grati¬ 
tude to the Gods for id confiderable an event, 
which they aferibed to their peculiar favour and 
protection : Accordingly they decreed that the 
Great Games fhould be celebrated, and that to 
the three days of the feftival billed Feria Lati - 
on which thofe games were always folemni- 
zed, a fourth fhould be added. The iEdiies 
having refilled on this occaiion to celebrate the 
Great Games, on account of the expence with 
which they were attended, the young Patricians 
offered with joy to take it upon themfelves, 
upor. condition that the honours of the JEtiile- 
fhip fhould be granted them. Their offer was 

accepted 
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INTRODUCTION. 

accepted with great marks of approbation and 
gratitude, and the Senate paffed a decree for the 
eleftion of two iEdiles annually out of the or¬ 
der of the Patricians. From thenceforth there 
were two kinds of iEdiles at Rome. The one 
were called Plebeian JEdiles , the other Curuie 
iEdiles, becaufe they had the right of having 
the Curuie chair adorned with ivory, which was 
placed in the chariot wherein they were carried: 
a diflinftion annexed to the great offices of the 
commonwealth. 

Julius Caefar added two iEdiles to their num¬ 
ber, to have the infpeftion of corn, who for 
that reafon were Called Cereales . But thefe, be- 
fides their being eftabliffied late, are lefs known 
in hiftory: wherefore we fhall fpealc only of the 
Plebeian and Curuie iEdiles. 

It is not eafy to defcribe exaftly the different 
funftions of thefe two kinds of iEdiles. (a) Ci¬ 
cero, in the laft of his orations againft Verres, 
mentions thofe of the Curuie iEdiles, which 
were the principal •, and reduces them to prefi- 
ding in the games celebrated in honour of dif¬ 
ferent Divinities, to the care of the facred edi¬ 
fices, and the civil government in general of 
Rome. He afterwards repeats the diftinftions 
of honour granted to the iEdiles, fuch as the 


(«) Nunc fum dengnatus 
yEdilis: habeo rationemquid 
a populo Romano acceperim. 
Mihi ludos fan&iflimos max¬ 
ima cum casremonia Ccreri, 
Libero,Liberzeque faciundos: 
mihi Flo ram macron populo 
Hebique Romano ludorum 
celebritate placandam : mihi 
ludos antiquiflimos, qui pri- 
mi Romani funt nominatt, 
maxima cum dignitate ac re- 
iigione jovi, Junoni, Miner- 

B 


9 

vasquc effe faciundos : mihi 
facrarum medium procuratio¬ 
nem : mini totam urbem tu- 
endam ene commiflam. Ob 
earum re rum hiborem Sc fol- 
licitudinem, fructus ilios da- 
tos, antiquiorem in Senata 
fen tenths dicendi locum, to- 
gam pratextam, fellam cu- 
rulem, jus imaginis ad memo 
riam pollei iratenique proden- 
das. Ven\ 7. 58. 

right 
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right of giving their opinion in the Senate, not 
according to the date of their admittance into 

that body, but a more honourable rank ; the 

robe called toga pretext a, the Curule chair, and 
the right of having * images, fo proper to ren¬ 
der families illuftrious to pofterity : all privile¬ 
ges annexed to the gieat offices of the ftate. It 
is probable that the Patricians had taken into 
their /Edileffiip only what was moft important 
for the Public Good, and moft honourable for 
themfelves 5 and the three heads mentioned in 
the paffage of Cicero, the celebration of games, 
the public and facred buildings, and the civil 
government in general of the city, feem fuffici- 
ently of this kind. Of all thefe functions, I 
ftiall confider thole principally, which regard 
the celebration of games, becaufe that fubjeCt 
recurs moft frequently in hiftory ; and I fhall 
touch but {lightly upon it, becaufe it would car¬ 
ry me a great way, if I undertook to treat it in 
all its extent. 

The public games, as well amongft the Ro¬ 
mans as the Greeks, were ceremonies of religi¬ 
on, celebrated in honour of the Gods, either to 
implore their aid in public dangers and misfor¬ 
tunes, or to thank them for the protection re¬ 
ceived in them (a) : for this reafon they were 
preceded, accompanied, and followed, with 
abundance of facrifkes. 

The principal of thefe games were thofe of 
the Circus, Circenfes •, called alfo the Great games , 
the Roman games, hidi Magni , ludi Romani , and 
thofe of the theatre, ludi Scenici . 


* 7he Romans, whole fa- 
trs or a nee for; had ho>~r.e 
Cum!-: of.ee;. Jet up ibiimma ■ 

ye; :n ihiir hall; ; and they 
mere i.irried i:: pz^np Rt ihiir 


funeral;. 

{a) in ludis quanta facra, 
quanta l;:crificia pnreedunt, 
intcrcedunt, fiiccedunt! TrrJ 
j!*»’/. de fill. c. ?. 


Th: 
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The firft are almoft as ancient as Rome it- 
felf, and were eftablifhed by Romulus in honour Liv 9* 
of Confus god of counfels, whom fome believe 
to have been the fame as Neptune 5 they were 
called alfo Confualia. The Sabine virgins were 
carried off in thefe games. 

Nec procul bine Romm, £5? rapt as fine more Virgin. 

Sabinas l* 8 * & 3 S- 

Confejfu cavece , magnis Circenfibus aftis 
Addiderat . 

Virgil calls them games of the Circus by an¬ 
ticipation, which were not then in being. 

Tarquin the elder built the Circus in the val- Liy.l. 35. 

ley Marcia, between the Palatine and Aventine Dl0nYf,m * 

• . 200 . 

hills. He made feats in it for the fpe&ators, on 
which they fate under the (helter of a roof. Be¬ 
fore that time they were placed in a kind of 
wretched Amphitheatres, built of boards and 
poles. In procefs of time this edifice became 
the moft magnificent and furprizing work in 
Rome. It was two thoufand one hundred and 
eighty four feet in length, and nine hundred and 
fixty in breadth. According to fome Authors, 
it was capable of containing an hundred and fifty 
thoufand fpe&ators, and according to others, 
two hundred and fixty or three hundred thou¬ 
fand. It was called the great Circus, Circus 
maxhnus . 

The Circus ferved for horfe and chariot races, 
for the Gymnic games or thofe of the Athletae, 
and for combats on foot or on horfe-back. The 
chariots in this kind of races were extremely 
(mail and low. Some were drawn by two 
horfes, and were called Biga: others by four 
in front, Quadriga \ and fometimes alfo, though 
very feldom, by fix in front, Sejuges . Under 

B 3 the 
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the emperors, thofe who 'drove the chariots, 
were divided into faftions according to the co¬ 
lour of their habits. At firft: there were only- 
two: the white. Alba \ and the red, Rubra or 
Rujfea. Then two others were added to them : 
the green, Prafir.a \ and the blue, Veneta. Thefe 
faftions of the Circus divided the People, fome 
being for one colour, and others for another : 
and as there requires very little for putting the 
populace into a ferment, thefe difputes often 
grew fo hot, as to occafion feditions, in which 
much blood was fhed. 

I fhall not enter here into a particular account 
of thefe races and combats, having treated them 
f:. with fufficient extent elfewhere; and fhall only 
obferve, that the Roman People took exceed¬ 
ing pleafure in the games, and that they made 
Rome infinitely agreeable to them. I fpeak of 
the poor themfelves, who were contented, and 
even thought themfelves happy, provided they 
had but bread and Ihews. 

•- Duas tantum res anxius optat , 

Panem Grcenfes . 

We ought not to wonder, that a warlike 
People, who breathed nothing but arms, hadfo 
great a tafte for ihews, which were a lively 
image •A war, and reprefented combats and vic¬ 
tories, even in the midft of peace. But to thefe 
innocent combats cruel and inhuman ones were 
added in procefs of time, which difhonoured a 
nation fo eftimable in other refpects. And in¬ 
deed, how fhall we pardon the Romans, or re¬ 
concile with that humanity and goodnefs of dif- 
pofuion upon which they valued themfelves, ef- 
pecully in the latter times of the Common- 
yrcalthj and under the Emperors, the barba¬ 
rous 
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rous and inhuman pieafure they took in feeing 
human blood fhed, in making men fight with 
wild beads, in caufing young virgins folely for 
refufing to abjure -esus Christ to be torn in 
pieces by bears and lions, and to feed their 
eyes, for whole days together, with fights that 
give horror to nature, whilft not even the fofter 
fex, who are naturally tender and compaffionate, 
feem moved in the lead with them! 

The Scenic games, that is to lay the repre- Llv - 1 - 7 - 
fentadonsof the Theatre, exhibited more mer- tj 
ciful and humane fights to the People, but not 
lefs pernicious to their manners. Thefe games 
did not feem to fuit a warlike People like the 
Romans: nor were they ufed amongft them till 
almoft four hundred vears from the foundation 

j 

of Rome. A motive (a) of religion made way 
for them ; to appeafe the wrath of the gods, 
and to make a plague ceafe, which raged ex¬ 
ceedingly in the city. We fee here how high 
the abiurdity of the Roman fuperftition role. 

They imagined the wrath of the gods was to 
be appeafed in plagues, famines, defeats of ar¬ 
mies, and other misfortunes of the public, by 
celebrating games which confided of dances, 
grofs fongs, and buffoonry. The generals of 
their armies, the Senate, believed they did a 
very meritorious aft of virtue in vowing fuch 
games for the attainment of viftory. What 
blindnefs, what abfurdity was this! 

The beginnings of thefe games were at firft 
ruftic and imperfect. They were only grofs 
farces, without connection, plan, or unity of 
defign. More than an hundred years after, the a.r 
Poet Livius Andronicus gave thefe reprefenta- 


(a) Vittls fuperftitione a- inter alia cceleftis irie placa- 
rr.mis, ludi quoque fcenici, mina inftituti dicumur. Lbv. 
nova res bellicofo populo— 


B 4 tions 
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tions a more regular form, in dividing a fub- 
jeci:, an action, into acts and fcenes, according 
to the rules of art. The poet was himfelf an 
actor, and united mufic and dancing with his 
performance. Thefe pieces attained their per¬ 
fection by degrees, and affumed an entirely new 
face from the various changes introduced in the 
reprefentation of them. The (a) theatres, as 
was natural, anfwered at firfl the groffnefs of 
the fcenes played in them : but in procefs of 
time they were carried to a magnificence not 

* u 

eafily conceivable, as we fhall foon fee. 

B : I make hade to return to the Aidiles, 

who; • functions I could not explain without firft 

giving the reader feme flight idea of the games 

of the Circus and Theatre. 

To bcum by the games of the Circus, it is 

neceliarv to cbferve, that fome were ordinary 

* 7 t - 

and regular, and others extraordinary, which 
were celebrated upon different cauies and occa- 
fions that arofe. Amongft the latter, thofe 
called votive, Ludi voli-vi, mod frequently oc¬ 
cur in hiftory. In public calamities, as conta- 
giour kleafes, the lofs of battles, folemn 
games were celebrated, to appeafe the wrath ot 
the nods, to which thofe calamities were aferibed. 
The generals often on taking the field, and 
fometimes in the very heat of battle, made vows 
to celebrate games in honour of the gods, if 
they granted them the victory : for they were 
entirely convinced that the Divinity difpofed ail 
L : v. 1.56. events. When the Roman People had decreed, 
c - 2 - that war lhould be made againft Antiochus king 

of Syria, me Conful Acilius, to whom that Pro- 

• 1 r:.: 2:i.:rjm parva 

rri»kdcrum 


ib fano initio ret in hanc vix 
cpulentis regnib tolerabik-m 

infar.iam vencrit. Lir. L 7. 

c. z. 

vince 
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vince had fallen by lot, by order of the Senate 
made the following vow, of which the words 
were dictated to him by the great Pontiff. If 
the war , which the Roman People have decreed 
(igainfl Antiocbus , has fuccefs, and is terminated 
according to the defires of the Senate and People of 
Rome *, the Roman People , great Jupiter , will 
caufe the great games to be celebrated during ten 
days together, and make offerings to all the great 
gods: and fuch fums as Jhall be fixed by the Se¬ 
nate, /hall be employed in thofe ceremonies . 

In thefe extraordinary votive games, the 
public bore the expence*, and the fum employ¬ 
ed in them was fometimes regulated upon the 
number three , which was highly revered, and 
confidered as religious and facred amongft the 
ancients. After the defeat of Flaminius by Han¬ 
nibal at the lake of Thrafymenus, the Romans, 
to appeaie the wrath of the gods (a), made a 
vow to celebrate the great games, and to em¬ 
ploy in them the fum of * three hundred and 
thirty three thoufand three hundred and thirty 
three Affes , and one third. The generals ob¬ 
liged the enemy whom they had conquered, and 
often even the allies of the Roman People, to 
contribute to the expence of thofe games. M. 
Fulvius had taken almoft three thoufand pounds 
of feveral dates for this ufe, centum decern pondo 

auris The Senate, who conceived that fum too 
confiderable, confulted the Pontiffs to know, 
whether it were neceffary to employ the whole- 
in that ufe. They anfwered in the negative : 
and in confequence Fulvius was permitted to 
take what he pleafed of it, provided it did not 

(/?) F.jufdem rei caufa ludi Ltv. 1 . zo. c. 10. 
m; g ti voti, -ris trecentis * This fum amounts so about 

triginta mijlibus, trecentis eight hundred and fifty eight 
tnginta tribus, Sc tricnte. pounds. 


exceed 
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exceed fourfcore thoufand ajfes , about two hun¬ 
dred pounds. Some years after the Senate limr 
L:v.! 40 . tec j Fulvius to the lame Turn out of the mo- 

a> r7 '?-3. ney he had raifed from the Spaniards. What 

occafioned this laft (a) limitation, was the excef- 
five expences of the games exhibited by Tib. 
Sempronius the iEdile, which had been oppref- 
five not only to Italy and the Latine allies, but 
even to the Provinces abroad. 

We do net find what fhare theTEdiles had in 
thefe votive games, unlefs probably that they 
took care, as civil magi fixates, that good or¬ 
der was preferved in them. It was not the fame 
in refpedt to the games attached to their office, 
that is to fay the games of Ceres, of Flora, and 
the great or Roman games. Thofe games were 
celebrated at the expence of the iEdiles : as 
were the Plebeian games by the Plebeian 7E- 
diles. 

As the games were always preceded by a 
folemn proeeffion, wherein the images and 
ftatucs of the Gods were carried in pomp, 
and the Pontiffs, Priefts, Augurs, and all the 
officers of religion and the worffiip of the gods, 
walked in their robes of ceremony: the.ZEdiles 
were ordered to adorn the ftreets and places, 
through which the proeeffion was to pais, with all 
poffiblc magnificence, tapeftry, rich fluffs,paint¬ 
ings, and ftatues. In order to this, they in a 
manner laid all their friends, and even the Pro¬ 
vinces where they had any credit, under contri¬ 
bution. The iEdiles alfo found chariots,horfes, 
drivers, gladiators, and the rewards given to 
the victors. One of their greateft cares was to 

(a) Dtcreverat id fenatus, Italia: ac fociis Latini nomi- 
propter effuios I'umptus fee- nis, fed etiam provinces ex- 
tos in l-dos Tib. Sempronii term's fuerant. Lh\ 

Aldilis, qu: graves non modo 

collect 
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coiled as many uncommon and curious beads 
as they could, as lions, tygers, panthers, fights 
very agreeable to the people. Sylla afcribed his Hut. in 
being rejeded the firft time he flood for the P- 
Paetorfhip to the defign which the People 
had to oblige him to accept the office of JBdile, 
becaufe his friendfhip with Bacchus gave them 
reafon to hope fine games, wherein they fhould 
fee wild beads in great numbers, which would 
be fent him from Africa. We may fee in the Fere Uteris 
letters of Coelius how warmly he preffed Cicero, omnibus 
who was then in his government of Cilicia, to 
do his utmoft to procure him panthers. All rc r ipfi ens 
thefe occafions, and abundance of others which Epiji./am. 
I omit, were neceffarily attended with great ex- 
pences. 

As much may be faid of the Scenic Games. 

There was no Theatre at Rome : a new one 
was therefore to be built every year •, and, the 
number of people confidered, to what an ex-" 
pence mud fuch a work amount ? It was ne- 
ceflary to embellifh and adorn it with whatever 
was mod curious and magnificent. The M- 
diles paid the adors as well as the mufic : For 
nothing was taken from the fpedators. They 
alfo paid the poet for the piece to be reprefent- 
ed. Suetonius tells us, that Terence had forsuet. in 
his comedy called the Eunuch eight thoufand vit.Tcren. 
pieces of money, Gilo millia nummum (or fejler- 
tium which is the fame thing) that is to fay, 
about fifty pounds, which in thofe times was a 
very confiderable fum. 

\V hoever afpired at honours, could not avoid 
thofe expences. The JEdilefhip was the firft 
Curule dignity held at Rome : the age for enter¬ 
ing into that office was thirty feven. Two years 
after came the Prsetorfhip: and after the like 
interval of two years, the office of Conful. Nor 

the 



'jrj 


12 


INTRODUCTION. 

the manner in which a perfon had acted whilft 
iEdile, and exhibited games, contributed ex¬ 
tremely either to gain or alienate the people in 
refpeft to the dignities that were to enfue. Ma- 
Ot.c. mercus, a very rich and powerful man, de¬ 
manding the Confulfhip, experienced a ffiame- 
ful ^epulfe, becaufe he had avoided paffing 
thresh the office of iEdile, to fpare himfelf the 
expences which neceffarily attended that charge. 
The People, as 1 have already obferved, were 
infinitely delighted both with the fhews of the 
Circus, and thofe of the Theatre, and paffed 
whole days at them without being tired. Te¬ 
rence’s Eunuch was played twice the fame day, 
morning and afternoon •, and it was at the ear- 
neft demand of the People, that dramatic pieces 
were acted over again in that manner. That 
People would be obeyed, and were fo. The 
Hecyra (a) another of the fame poet’s comedies, 
had a quite different fate, and was twice inter¬ 
rupted, becaufe the People were for feeing the 
rope-dancers, or fome fuch fight. They ( b) 
preferred thofe of the Circus to thofe of the 
Theatre, and chofe much rather to fee extraor¬ 
dinary beafts, as tygers, panthers, or a white 
elephant, than to hear the beft aftors declaim. 
This is what makes Horace fay agreeably, that 

(a) Novum interveni: vitium Sc calamitas. 

Ut neque fpectari, neque cognofci potuerit 
Izz populus audio ftupidus in funambulo. 

Animum occuparat. In Prolog. 

(r) --Media inter carmina pofcunt 

Aot urfum, aut pugiles: his nam plebecula g-uidet.— 
Si foret in terns, rideret Democritus, feu 
Diverium confufa genus panthera camelo, 

Sive elephas albus vulgi converteret ora : 

Spettaret populum ludis attentius ipfta 
Ut i;bi prsebentem mimo fpeftaculkplura. 

Horat. Et> . ad Augujl. 

if 
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if Democritus had been prefent at thefe games, 
neither panthers nor elephants would have been 
a fhew to him, but the People, who would have 
feemed to him more ftrange and brutal than the 
beafts themfelves. 

Cicero was not fo rigid. It [a) is not won¬ 
derful, fays he, that the multitude are fo fen- 
fible to the magnificence of games, as we our- 
felves, who have not a moment’s leifure from 
affairs, and who befides can find in the midft 
of our occupations abundance of other methods 
to divert ourfelves, receive pleafure in the (hews 
of the Circus, and the reprefentations of the 
Theatre. Cicero pleaded againfl: the orator Ser- 
vius Sulpicius, who faw with indignation, that 
Murasna had carried the fuffrages and favour of 
the People againft him by the magnificence of 
the games, which he had reprefented as * Prae¬ 
tor, and in confequence been created Conful in 
preference to him. 44 Do you {b) believe, faid 
44 he, that the very fcene adorned with deco- 
44 rations of Giver, which you would ridicule, 
44 has given him no advantage over you ; and 
44 efpecially as you yourfelf never was in the 
44 cafe of giving games to the People ?” Cicero, 
in what he fays here of his particular tafte for 
fhews, fpeaks as an orator, who has occafion to 
magnify the pleafure of thole games for the good 
of his caufe; but that he thought quite diffe- 

(a) Si nofmetipfi, qu: & * The Protors were alfi 

ab deledatione omni nego- obliged to give certain games, 
tiis impedimur, & in ipla ^ho/e mentioned here were the 
occupatione ddedationcs Ludi Apollinarii. 
multas habere p^iTumus, In- ( 4 ) Tibi qui cafu nullos 
dis tamen obiedamur & du- [ludos] feceras, nihil hujus 
cimur; quid tu admirere de iliam ipfam, quam irrides, 
multitudine indoda ? Pro argenteam fcenam adverfa- 
Mur, n. 39. tam putas ? lb, n. 40. 

rently 
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rently at bottom, is evident (a) from a very 
fine letter, which he writes to one of his friends, 
wherein he congratulates him upon his not be¬ 
ing prefent at the fhews, given by Pompey to 
the People at the dedication of his theatre, whe¬ 
ther he was prevented by ficknefs, or neglefted 
that out of choice and judgment, which others 
irrationally admire and purfue. For the reft,fays 
he, the games were very fine, but not at all to 
your tafte *, for I judge of yours by my own.— 
And indeed, what pleafure can a ferious and 
reafonable perfon take in feeing either a weak 
man torn in pieces by a very ftrong beaft, or a 
very fine beaft pierced through with a javelin ? 

To procure the People games and fhews fo 
agreeable to them, was then a powerful means 
to pleafe them and acquire their favour. The 
wifeft and beft inclined citizens were obliged to 
have regard to their humour, which was excef- 
five in this point : (b) but they afted however 
with referve and moderation, equally avoiding 
the two oppofue extremes, of fordid avarice and 
pompous profufion * and regulating their ex- 
pences by their revenues. It was thus Cicero 

(.7) Si te dolor aliquis cor- non tui ftomachi : conjeftu- 
pori% aur infirmiras valetu- ram enim facio de meo— 
di r i: tu$ ter.uit, qac minus ad Ouae poteil die homin’; po- 
ledos venires: forruns ma- litico dele^atio, cam aut ho- 
gi> tribuo. quam fapieutiaz mo imbecillus a vr. : ent;iiimn 
tu.r. Sin hacc qua ceteri beltia laceratur, ant prajclara 
mil an tar, contemrenda dux- beltia venabulo traniverbera- 
i.;i, Sc cam per valetudir.em tar ? Liz . 7. Ep. \, 
pones venire tamen noluilti : (b) In his mcdiocritatis 

utramque stor, Sc line do- reguia optima ell.—Si po- 
lore corporis :e fjiffe, Sc ani- liulatar a populo,— facie 11- 
mo valuifie, cum ea qua li- dum eft, moao pro faculta- 
ne caufa miraniur alii, neg- tibus, nos ipli ut fecimus. 

iexeris.-Omnino, li quav Off.:. 2. 58, 59. 

ri?, luca appaxarfiimi. fed 
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(b) behaved in his iEdilefhip. He informs us 
himfelf, that his charges in that office amounted 
only to a very moderate fum, and that the dig¬ 
nities of Praetor and Confulwere conferred up¬ 
on him by the People with marks of diftinction 
highly in his favour. Julius Agricola afted 
with the fame prudence in the games which his 
charge of Praetor obliged him to give the pub¬ 
lic. ( c ) He obferved, in that frivolous cere¬ 
mony, a wife medium between an aufterity of 
reafon, that prohibits every thing, and a falfe 
magnificence, that knows no bounds; avoiding 
a pompous luxury, and employing a noble ceco- 
nomy in the expence of thofe games, capable 
of doing him honour. Cicero had known how 
to deferve the efteem and favour of his country 
by more folid and effential qualities, upon which 
the People, light as they feem, fhew on occa- 
fion, that they really fet more value, than up¬ 
on the mod fuperb and magnificent games, 
which affeft them only for moments, and which 
they forget almoft afloon as thofe Ihews difap- 
pear. 

Little minds, whofe whole merit con fills in 
their riches, make their glory confift in the vain 
difplay of them, and in dazzling the vulgar eye 
with them. This, in the latter times of the 
commonwealth, made the magnificence of thefe 
games amount to the enormous and incredible 
expences, which gave Livy reafon to fay, that 
the revenues ol the mod opulent princes would 
hardly fuffice to fupport them. 


(/>} Nobis quoque licet in 
hoc quodammodc- gioriari. 
Nam pro amplitudine heno- 
ram, quos curuftis iuffragiis 
adepti fain us n-:ftro quiuetn 
anno—lane exiguus fuinp- 


tus xdilitatis fult. ikiti* 

(c) Ludi>s& iiunia honoris 
niodo rutionis aique abun- 
dantix duxit, mi longe a 
luxuria, iu lama 1 p.opior 
'Tacit, in Ag'ic. c. 6- 


The 
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The iEdilefhip of M. Scaurus, which may 
be dated the 694th year of Rome, gives us a 
memorable example of this kind. ( a ) The 
Pi in. 1.56. building which he erected, according to Pliny, 
c* 1 v was the greateft work that had ever been made 

by the hands of man * and as folid as if it had 
been to have fubfifted for ever, though its du¬ 
ration at the utmoft was not to exceed one 
month. It was a Theatre. The fcene or ftage 
j _ had three rows of pillars, to the number in all 
PIt. 1 7 ' 0 f three hundred and fixty. The back part of 

it was marble, and the middle glafs or cryftal 
a luxury unheard of before or fince. The pil¬ 
lars of the lower order were thirty-eight feet 
high. Three thoufand flatues of brafs were 
placed amongft the columns. The pit and am¬ 
phitheatre were capable of containing fourfcore 
thoufand men. The rich (luffs, tapeftries, paint¬ 
ings, and in a word the whole materials and 
ornaments, amounted to fo enormous a fum, 
that what remained of them, after Scaurus had 
employed a great part of them in embellifhing 
his houfe in the city, having been carried to his 
country-houfe at Tufculum, and entirely de- 
ilroyed by a fire, the lofs was computed at about 
fix hundred and twenty-five thoufand pounds 
fterling: HS mi Hies y that is to fay, feftertium 
millies centena millia. When the fhews were over, 
Scaurus caufed all thofe pillars to be carried to 
his houfe. The undertaker who kept the fewers 
in repair, obliged that IEd\\ e to give fecurity 
for making good the damages which might be 
occafioned by the carriage of fuch heavy co¬ 
lumns over the arches, that from the time of 


M Hie fecit in .x dm rate 
iua opus maximum omnium, 

r ;* : ” uccuam tut re human a 


manu fact2, non temporaria 
mora, verum edam arterni- 
z*::i ueitinacione. t'lin. 


Tarquinius 
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Tarquinius Prifcus, that is to lay, almoft five 
hundred years, had continued firm without al¬ 
teration, and fuftained alfo the (hock of fuch 
Vaft loads without giving way. 

Pliny cries out with reafon, that the /Edile-Plin.l.36, 
fhip of Scaurus finally ruined and fubverted the 
manners of the public : Cit jus nefcio an yE dilitas 
maxime profir averit mores civilcs. Could one be- Ibid. c. 3. 
lieve that luxury was capable of making fo ra¬ 
pid a progrefs in fo fliort a time! The carrying 
of fix marble pillars of only twelve feet high 
had been made a crime in L. Crafius, which 
were the firft that had been feen at Rome : and 
thirty years after, or thereabouts, the nvagiftrates 
few three hundred and fixty of extraordinary 
height carried into that of Scaurus. ( a ) They 
both faw, and fu fibred it * and that, fays Pli¬ 
ny, before the eyes of great Jupiter, and the 
reft of the Gods, whofe ftatues were only com- 
ofed of earth and clay. But the magiftrates 
new their impotence ; they owned that luxury 
wasftronger than the laws; and chofe rather not 
to make regulations, than to fee them violated 
with boldneis and impunity. 

Tiberius, on an occafion not unlike that juft 
mentioned, made uie of a maxim lbmctimes nc- 
ceftary in politics. Upon the complaints of the 
■fEdiles in refpeft to the infupportable excels of 
luxury, the Senate, who had been confuIced, 
referred the affair to the wifdom of the Empe¬ 
ror. (£) Tiberius, after having long confidered 

upon 
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upon means for reforming the diforder ; whe¬ 
ther the remedy were not worfe than the difeafe *, 
and how great a difgrace it would be to him to 
undertake what he could not efleft, or being 
reduced to execution, would be fatal to the moft 
illuftrious families: infmuated to the Senate, in 
a very fine and long reply which he made to 
them, that in the prefent ftate of things, it were 
perhaps more prudent not to attack diforders, 
that through long impunity had gained the up¬ 
per hand, than to attempt a reformation, which 
would only ferve to evidence v/eaknefs and want 
of power in the reformers. 

Cicero, in the fecond book of his Offices, 
teaches us the judgment we ought to form of 
the magnificent works and enormous expences, 
that had no other end but to divert the People, 
with which I {hall conclude this brief difeourfe 
upon the functions of the TEdiles. As he had a 
regard for Pompey’s memory, he would not 
condemn in his own perfon the great works by 
which that illuftrious friend had endeavoured to 
perpetuate his name ; but he does it in a manner 
lefs exprefs by the mouths of others, (a) As to 
the expences, fays he, employed on theatres, 
porticoes, and even new temples, my regard 
for Pompsy makes me more referred in blaming 
them : but I know perfons of the greateft capa¬ 
cities, who do not approve them. Pompey, on 
his return from the war with Mithridates, had 
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auulra vdia, quam hoc adic- 
qu\ ut palam heret quibuJ. 
fta gitiis impares cflemus Ibid. 
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(a) Theatre, porticus, no¬ 
va templa vereeundius repre- 
hendo propter Pompeium : 
fed doTtifTimj non probant 
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caufed a fuperb theatre to be erected, which, ac¬ 
cording to Pliny, was capable of containing for¬ 
ty thoufand fpeftators. It was to be always 
permanent, whereas theatres before, even thofe 
which had coft the mod, were only for a very 
fhort time. At the fight of lb great, and in 
appearance lb necdlary a work, would not one 
expeft Cicero to expatiate in praifes and admi¬ 
ration ? We have feen in what manner he ex- 
p re lies his fenle of it. 

He had before introduced two famous philo- 
lophers, who were divided in opinion upon this 
head. I cannot diffidently wonder, fays Cice¬ 
ro, that Theophraftus, in a book which he has 
compofed upon riches, and in w'hich he fays 
abundance of good things, was capable of fal¬ 
ling into fo grofs an abfurdity, as to praife the 
pomp and magnificence of Shews given to the 
People; and to make the advantage of wealth 
confift in the power of lavifhing money in ilich 
expences. 

How much more wifdom and truth are there 
in the reproaches which * Ariftotle makes us, 
for not being terrified to fee luch profufions 
committed for the diverfion of the People. 
When we are told, fays that philofopher, that 
a cup of water was fold in a befieged city for 
fifty (hillings, ( minam ) every body is ftruck 
with it, and exeufe the price only on account of 
the neceffity that occafions it. Whence then is 
it that fuch prodigious expences, which relieve 
no kind of necefiity, and conduce in nothing to 
exalt the confideranon and dignity of the per- 
funs who are at them, fhould be thought fo little 

* It is beii e-red that there in the works of Anjh*!e y as 
is an error in this name, he- Cicero repeats here, 
caufc there is no fitch 

C a ftrange ? 
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ftrange ? The very [a) pleafure they give the 
People, is only for a few moments, delight on¬ 
ly the lighted and mod contemptible amongft 

them, and is even forgotten by thole almod as 
foon as enjoyed. 

To theie frivolous, and at the fame time 
enormous expcnces, Cicero fuhditutes others, 
which are attended with lefs cod, and do more 
honour : the building of walls to the city, har¬ 
bours and ports, aqueducts, [the making of 
high-ways] and all other things of ufe to the 
commonwealth. Even fuch as prefents from 
hand to hand, give a more lively and fenfible 
plea lure: but that which refults from thefe other 
works, is far more folid and durable. 

Liv. Epi:. Cicero fpeaks here like a true Roman, and a 
4 s - r n Roman of the bed ages. P. Cornelius Scipio 
(j?* Nafica thought in the fame manner an hundred 
Lr.p.36-* and twenty years before him. The Cenfors had 

before ordered the undertakers to build a fixed 
and permanent theatre of hewn done. I have 
already obferved that it was the cudom before 
to erect one according to occafion. The Cen¬ 
fors reprefented, that it appeared far more ra¬ 
tional and more confident with the dignity of 
the commonwealth, to build a perpetual theatre : 
and that to judge rightly, fuch an expence could 
not but be deemed jud and neceflary, and when 
made once for all, would fpare the iEdilcs and 
Magiftrates the almod inevitable neceffity of ru¬ 
ining themfelves every year, or at lead of con- 
fid erably impairing their fortunes: befides which, 
m confluence of fuch a ftrudrure, the fpeftators 
would be better accommodated. 


(a} Cum rr-fn ilia deiecla- 

tio rmkh-diiii* aa .'-reve 

exieevmc,”? :e:r.nu*. eaqiiea 
^ » 1 • 
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men ipfo una cum fatietate 
memoria cpioque uioriatur 
vcluptatis. 
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Thefe reafons, it muff be owned, appeared 
very plaufible. Scipio Nafica however, then 
great Pontiff, a perfon of extraordinary merit, 
and wifdom univerfally acknowledged, ftrongly 
oppofed this undertaking as an innovation re¬ 
pugnant to ancient cuftoms, and pernicious to 
good manners, that might be attended with ve¬ 
ry fetal confequences. He exhorted the Sena¬ 
tors not to fuffer the luxury and voluptuoufnefs 
of the Greeks to enervate and corrupt the man¬ 
ly courage of the Romans, and not in fome 
meafure to invite the People, already too much 
inclined of themfelves to the pleafure of fhews, 
to abandon themfelves to them without meafure, 
and to pafs whole days at them with the more 
pleafure, as from thenceforth they would find 
the place entirely commodious for that purpofe. 

The Senate, moved with thefe remonftrances, 
fhewed a wife and determinate (a) feverity upon 
this occafion, which Paterculus confiders as a 
mod fhining proof of the zeal of that body for 
the public good. They decreed that a ftop 
fhould be put to the work, which was already 
much advanced •, that what was built of it fhould 
be demolifhed ; and that the materials fhould be 
fold. They alfo prohibited the erefting, either 
in the city or within a thoufand paces of it, any 
theatre with feats in it to fit down upon, and 
ordained that the People fhould (land at the 
fhews, in order (b) that fo incommodious an at¬ 
titude and pofture might (hew, that the Romans 
carried with them, even to their diverfions, a 

(a) Cui in dctr.olicndo, /. i c 15. 
cximia civitatis levericas fc ( 6 ) L r t .fcilicct remiffioni 
Cor.fui Scipio reftitcrunt. anhnnrum junSta ftandi viri- 
Quod inter c lari Him a publi- lira?, p; opria R.omanrc gent is 
cx voluntatis argument* mi- rota diet. Veil. Max . /. 2. 
fncraverim. Veil. Patcrc. c. 4. 
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manly vigour and patience, capable of fuftain- 
inc; the rudeft fatigues •, and without doubt to 

r-i O 


remove the temptation and defire of prolonging 
the duration of the (hews. 

Pompey was not fo delicate. Tertuilian, in 
his book upon Shews, tells us, that Pompey was 
afraid to mention the word Theatre in his edift 
to invim the People to the dedication of that 
work, but called it the temple of Venus, to 
which, Paid he, we have added (lairs and leats 
for the convenience of thofe who (lull be pre- 
ient at the fnev.s. : o'. And Tacitus alfo informs 
u", tint the ancient and wiieft perfons oi the 
commonwealth were very much offended at him 

for hiving built a perpetual theatre ^ whereas 
before it was cxnctul that one was always to be 
Prepared, when the celebration of games made 


r 
i 


it necefiiry. Bdldcs which, on tracing the 
thing farther back, it was found, that the Peo¬ 
ple had always flood r.t the (hews •, and to pro 
vide feats for them, was judged to be in a man¬ 
ner exhorting them to pals whole days in idle- 
and indolence a: the theatre. 
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monuments of the Roman 
magnificence, the three mod admired, 
were the great Ways, or roads, of the empire, 
the Aqueducts, and the Drains, or Common 
Sewers: we have ieen that thefe had fomc rela¬ 
tion to the office of /Edile. 1 (kill treat them 
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fiiccinCtly, to give the reader fome flight idea of 
them, and not to bury entirely in filence a fub- 
jedt more capable than any other of making 
known the greatnefs of the Roman People. 
The learned Benedidtine Father Montfaucon 
will in a great meafure be my guide upon this 
head. 


SECT. I. 

Of the Roman ways. 


T HE firft of all the Romans, who ren¬ 
dered himfelf famous by making a public 
way, was the Cenfor Appius Claudius, whofe 
hiftory we (hall foon fee. This way was called 
from him The Appian Way. It reached from 
the gate of Rome called Porta Capena to the 
city of Capua : the territory of the Romans ex¬ 
tended no farther in thofe days. It -was after¬ 
wards continued, either by Julius or Auguftus 
Gefar, as for as the city ot Brundufium. Its 
length in its whole extent, was about three hun¬ 
dred and fifty miles, that is to fay, an hundred 
and fifty of our leagues. It was the moil anci¬ 
ent and fincft of all the Roman Ways; and in 
confequence was called the Queen of them : 


Qua limine nolo 


Appia longarum teritur Regina via ram. 

Stat. Sylv. i, 12. 

The center of all thofe meat ways was the Di 

* 1 ^ * j 

Milliary ftone, called Miiiianum aurenm, plan-‘ 3 
ted in the mid ft of Rome. From thence the 


ways were divided into a great number of bran¬ 
ches, which extended into all the parts of the 
Roman empire. 
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C. Gracchus applied himfelf with particular 
• care to rcinftate and repair the great ways. He 
divided them into equal fpaces called miles, be¬ 
cause they contained a thoufand geometrical 

P 
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The mile wants very little of eight 
To mark rhofe miles, he caufed great 
pillars or columns of ftone to be planted, on 
which the number of miles was inferibed. From 
thence came that mode of fpeech fo frequent in 
aurhcis, icrlio, quarto , quin to, lapide ab urbe. 
Thcfe miles are to this day of great ufe in geo- 
craukv, for knowing; the true diftance of the 
piaecs mentioned in ancient authors. They were 
alio very ’a) commodious for travellers, who are 
much pleaftu with knowing exactly the way 
they have come, and how far they have ft ill to 
go, which is a kind of reft and refrefhment to 
them. 

Gracchus added one thing which was (till a 
greater convenience. He caufed fine (tones to 


be planted at left dlfiances cn each fide of the 
ways, to afiiit travellers in mounting on horfe- 
back without he!o : for the did not ufe 

X 

ftirrops. 

The long duration of thcfe works, of which 
parr fubfift to this day, fhews with what care 
and (kill they were made, which has been imi¬ 
tated by no nation fince. Though the Appian 
way is about two thoufand years old, it is flili 

whole for ft vend miles together near Fondi. not 

y 

to mention many other places where there arc 
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great remains of it. But the ftones on the top 

being either loofe or out of their places, thofe 

roads are avoided, as extremely inconvenient to 

chaifes, or other wheel-carriages. 

In other parts there are long fpaces, where 

the top of the pavement has preferved itfelf 

very well, and is as fmooth as glafs. The 

ftones of this pavement are of the colour of iron, 

and harder than marble. They are fo well joined 

together, that in many places the point of a 

knife cannot be introduced between them. The 
■ 

fur face, as we have faid, is as fmooth as glafs, 
which in rainy weather makes horfes Aide* and 

at all times in the cleaned and fmootheft parts of 

them, there is no going faft. The ftones on the 
top are about a foot thick : and the ways are 
fomething higher than the land on the fide of 
them. In fome places mountains, and even great 
rocks, are cut through for continuing them. This 
is principally to be feen at Terracina, where the 
rock is cut away almoft to the depth of an hun¬ 
dred and twenty feet. The rock is levelled at 
bottom, and fcrves for the way, but rough 
hewn and furrowed, that horfes may have firm 
footing upon it. 

This wonderful folidity of the Appian and 
other ways, proceeds not only from the thick- 
nefs and hardnefs of the ftones well united, but 
alfo the deep bed that fupports them. I ob- 
ferved, fays F. Muntfaucon, part of the Appi¬ 
an way, from which the ftones at top had been 
removed, which gave me the opportunity ot 
confidering the ftructure of that bed. The bot¬ 
tom of it confifts of fplinters of flone worked 
together with a very ftrong cement, which can¬ 
not be broke without great difficulty. Upon 
this there is a layer of gravel cemented in the 
fame manner, and mingled with final! round 

ftones. 
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ftones. The great (tones that form the furface, 
were eafily laid in this layer of gravel whilft 
foft: there being depth enough in it to receive 
(tones of unequal thicknefs. The whole bed 
with the pavement at top, may be about three 
feet from top to bottom. 

There were places where thefe great roads 
had foor-wavs. Their breadth was about two 

V 

feet, and their depth one and a half or there¬ 
abouts. The ufual breadth of the horle-ways is 
fomething lefs than fourteen feet: which is not 
exactly what is neceflary for two waggons. This 
breadth in my opinion ill fuits the beauty of 
the reft of the work. 

We have faid that the Romans made high¬ 
ways through mountains. We have a lading 
example of that in the grotto of Pozzuolo, 
where the deep mountain between that city and 

Naples is cut through from fide to fide for die 
fake of the pafiage. At the two extremities the 
opening is very high, but the way is afterwards 
with a delcent, in order that it may have light 
as far as poflible. And as this did not hinder 
the road from being extremely dark foon after 
the entrance, openings have been cut about the 
middle through the mountain to let in the light. 

O & 

Notwithftanding all thefe precautions, it is dill 

fo very dark in the middle, that the wheel-car¬ 
riages, which pafs from the oppofite fides, 
would be in danger of running; againft one ano- 

u O O 

ther, ir the drivers did not call out to each other 
to keep either on the fide next the fea, or on 
that next the mountain. 


The care of the Romans to make the great 
roads commodious throughout the whole extent 
of their empire, has done that people infinite 


l i 


honour, and ought to give us a very high idea 
of the wifdom of a government, whole views 


were 
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were fo great and noble, and folely directed to 
the good of the public. This is a fine model 
lor thole who hold the reins of government. 


SECT. II. 


Of AqiiedaEh. 


A N Aqueduft is a work of ftone, made in 

uneven ground to preferve the level of the 
water, and to carry it as a canal from one place 
to another. There are aqueduds under ground, 
and others that are continued by arches. 

The aqueduds were the wonders of Rome. 
The great number that had been built there, 
the immenfe expences for bringing water thirty, 
forty, fixty miles, and (till farther, upon arches 
either continued to Rome, or lupplied by other 
works: all this furprizes and amazes us, and the 
more, becaufe we are not accuftomed to fuch 
bold undertakings, nor to purchafe the conve¬ 
nience of the public at fo dear a rate, (a) If 
we confider, fays Pliny, the incredible quantity 
of water brought to Rome for the ufes of the 
public, for fountains, baths, fifh-ponds, private 
houfes, gardens, and country-feats •, if we re- 
prefent to ourfdves the arches built at a great 
expence, and carried on a very great way, 
mountains levelled, rocks cut through, and 
deep valleys filled up •, we fliall own that there 
is nothing more wonderful in the univerfe. Pli- 

u 

ny in the fame place mentions an aquedud fi* 


(<?) Si quudiiigcntiu- xlli- 
maverit aqua ruin ah- mhn- 
tiam in publico, bnlncis pii- 
cinis, oomibu.c, curipis, her- 
tis, Suburban is, villi-, Ipati- 
oque advenienib. aqux ex¬ 


it ruttos arcus, monies per- 
fofTos, convallcs requaias; 
fatebilur nihil magis mirau- 
dum fuilTe in toto orbe ter¬ 
ror am. Plin. /. 36. f, 15. 


niflied 
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From de 
Aqursd. 


nifhed by the Emperor Claudius, which brought 
water to Rome forty miles over the higheft 
mountains : a work that coft immenfe fums. 

The Romans during more than four hundred 
and forty years, contented themfelves with the 
waters of the Tiber, of the wells, and fountains 


of the city and thole in the neighbourhood. But 
the city being confiderably augmented in its ex¬ 
tent and the number of its inhabitants, they were 
obliged to bring waters from remote places by 
the means of aqueducts. In the year of Rome 
442, Appius Claudius, during his Cenforfhip, 
(tor the Cenfors and Aadiles had the care of the 
Palefirina* waters) brought water from its fource at Prae- 

nefte to the city by canals, either fupported by 

arches, or continued underground. Thirty-nine 
years after M\ Curius Dentatus, who was then 
Cenlor with Papirius Curfor, brought water al- 
v7 vm. fo from the neighbourhood of the city of Tibur, 

and applied part of the fums taken in the fpoils 
of Pyrrhus iir that expence. Others afterwards 
proceeded upon the fame plan, with the lame 


views. 


But Agrippa rofe infinitely upon all who had 

preceded him. Every body knew at that time, 
that the true glory of the /Ediles did not con- 
flit fo much in the celebration of games, a 
function they were indilpenfibly obliged to dis¬ 
charge in virtue of their office ; as in the con- 
ftruction of works ufeful to the public, of which 
the fight alone tranlfnitted their names and me- 

v/ # 

P>; -5 ntory to the lateft pofterity. It leems, that to 
J give an illuftrious example in this point, A- 
grippa, who was in the higheft degree of favour 
with Auguftus, had been three times Conful, 
and had palled through all the molt fplendid 
employments, was defirous to exercife the of¬ 
fice of iEdile. He diftinguifhed himfelf in it 

by 
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by all that iEdiles ufually did, but principally 
by the care which he took to enrich Rome with ' 
prodigious quantities of fine water, either by 
cleanfing the ancient canals and aquedu&s, or 
adding new ones to them : which constitutes 
the beauty and convenience of a city, and con¬ 
tributes exceedingly to its cleanlinefs, and the 
goodnefs of the air •, advantages that merit 
great regard with refpeft to health, and efpe- 
cialiy at Rome. Agrippa applied himfelf in- 
tirely to this part of the civil government, which 
was one of the principal funftions of the TEdiles. 
He made an hundred and thirty refervoirs to 
contain water, befides an hundred and five 
fountains for the ufe of the citizens, and feven 
hundred watering places for horfes and other 
beafts of burden. And to embellifh all thefe 
works, he difpofed amongft them three hundred 
ftatues either of brafs or marble, and four hun¬ 
dred marble pillars: a truly eltimable magni¬ 
ficence, when united in that manner with pub¬ 
lic utility. Thefe ftatues and columns did A- 
grippa more honour, fo placed in the public 
ftreets and fquares of Rome, than, if through a 
weak and miftaken felf-love, he had fhut them 
up, and in a manner kept them in prifon, in his 
palaces and gardens. All this was compleated 
within the year of his ./Edilcfhip. Neither did 
he confine it iolely to thefe glorious works. Pie 
undertook another, which, in my opinion, may 
be confidered as ftill more important than them. 
I fhall fpeak of it in the following fedtion. 

We undertake nothing in thefe days like thefe 
ancient works, whole beauty and grandeur ap¬ 
pear to us in the precious remains of them, ftill 
fuperiorto all that is related of them by authors. 
There are ftill to be feen in the country about 
Rome, great remains of aqueducts,- arches con¬ 
tinued 
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tinued a great way, upon which were the canals 
that carried water to the city. Thefe arches are 
fometimes low, fometimes of a great height, 
according as the inequality of the ground re¬ 
quired. There are fome aqueducts fupported 
by two arches one above another, left the too 
great height ftiould prevent the work from be¬ 
ing fufncienrly folid. They are ufually of bricks 
fo well cemented, that it is very hard to feparate 
them from their places. Every body has heard 
of Pont-de-guard, which confiftsof three rows 
of arches, one above another, and is believed 
to have been built by the Romans to carry on 
an aqueduct to the city of Nifmes, from whence 
it is not above three leagues. It is ftill, after 
feventeen ages, the admiration of all who fee it. 
When the land was fo high, that the neccfiiiry 
defcent could not be found, good fubrcrraneous 
canals were made, which carried the water to 
the aqueducts above ground, and built at the 
bottom and on the declivity of the mountains. 
If the water could not have its way but through 
a rock, the rock was cut at the height of the 
higher, to bring the water into the lower, aque¬ 
duct. There is (til! to be feen beyond Tibur 
(Til'd:, iuch a canal cut through the rock for 
more than the fpace of a mile. This canal is 
about five feet deep and four broad. 

It is impoflible to refufe our admiration to 
fuch work*, as the Aqueducfts, which not only 
contributed to the wants and conveniences of 


the inhabitants of Rome, but a!fo to the embel- 
lifhment of the city in general, and of the houfes 
and gardens of particulars by fountains and 
canals, which conftituted their principal beauty. 
But we are coins; to fee another ufe of them, 

is O 9 

which mull appear fti!! more eftimable, though 
it does not make lb folcndid an anpeurance. 

SEC T. 
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SECT. III. 

Of the Common Sewers and Drains. 

I Muft defire the Reader not to be prejudiced 
and difgufted by the name of the work upon 
which I am now a going to fpeak, which pro- 
mifes nothing but what is low and offenfive, 
but of which Livy however lays, uniting it with 
the great Circus built almoft at the fame time, 
that even under Auguftus, when Rome had at¬ 
tained its higheft degree of elevation, it could 
hardly fhew any thing comparable to the gran¬ 
deur and magnificence of thofe two works. 

Shiibus duolns operibus vix nova hcec magnificent' 
tia quicqnam adcsquare pot ui t . 

It was Tarquin the Elder who formed theLiv. 1.38, 
defign of, and, in fomefenfe, finifhed the work . 
in queftion. Rome, as all the world knows, 
had feveral hills within its walls. The rains 
and other waters overflowed the ftreets and 
places fituated low, and very much incommo¬ 
ded the inhabitants by the dirt and filth, and ftili 
more by the ftagnation of flunking waters that 
infefted the air, and often occafioned difeafes. 
Tarquin, like a great King who had noble views, 

and who believed himfelf only placed upon the 
throne for the good of his fubjefts, formed the 
defign of delivering Rome from all its inconve- 
niencies, and of rendering it a more healthy a- 
bode. 

For this purpofe, he caufed fubterraneous 
vaults to be built of incredible folidity, as we 
fliall fee in the fequel. They were divided into 
many branches, which extended into the feveral 
quarters of the city, and terminated all under 
the Forum in the great Common Sewer, called 

Cloaca ' 
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Cloaca maxima , that by a fingie canal emptied 
itfelf into the Tiber. Thefe vaulted canals were 
fixteen feet broad, and thirteen high, fo that a 
waggon loaded with hay might eafily pafs in 
them. Openings had been left at proper dif- 
tances to receive the filth of the city, which 
kept it always very clean. The incredible quan¬ 
tity of waters, brought by the great number of 
aqueducts to Rome in whole rivers, and dif- 
charged into thefe Sewers, joined with the other 
rivulets which had been purpofely made to run 
through them, and efpecially the declivity, 
w'hich great care had been taken to give thefe 
fubterraneous canals, made it impoffible for the 
filth to continue long in them, and occafioned 
every thing to be prclently carried off into the 
river. 


Liv i. i 


> r 


Liv. 1 . 5 


c - 55 


Tarquin the Proud put the laft hand to the 
great Cloaca, and was perhaps obliged to en¬ 
large ir, becaufe the city itlelf being much aug¬ 
mented by the addition of leveral hills, it was 
undoubtedly neceffary to make particular Sewers 
in the new quarters, that emptied themfelves like 
the reft into the great one. 

The burning of Rome by the Gauls, follow¬ 
ed very focn by the rebuilding of the city, dif- 
compofed the order of this admirable work ex¬ 
tremely. As every thing op. that occafion was 

J v o 

done in hafte, and the people had no thoughts 
but of getting themfelves habitations affoon 
as pofiible, each built where he plea fed, with¬ 
out regard to lines, or following any fixed and 
Rated plan. From thence it happened, asmofl 
of the freers were very narrow and irregular, 
that the fubterraneous canals, which before ran 
along the middle of the ftreets and public places, 
were moft of them under private houfes, whicli 
could not in all appearance but be attended with 

conliderable 
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confiderable inconveniencies. The work how¬ 
ever continued firm and whole for many ages, 
notwithftanding all the accidents that might 
have hurt it. This Pliny tells us, where he 
fpeaks of the care Agrippa took of the Sewers 
during his iEdilefhip. (a) Having opened the 
fluices, that kept the water brought to Rome by 
feven aquedu6ts in the fame numbed of great 
refervoirs, that water fell with incredible rapi¬ 
dity like fo many torrents into the fubterrane- 
ous vaults, and carried away with it all the 
filth, which they might infenfibly have con- 
trafted, notwithftanding the attention of the 
Cenfors and iEdiles, (and indeed that was 
inevitable) and perhaps through the neg- 
Jedt of fome of thofe magiftrates. Agrippa 
fucceeded fo perfettly in cleanfing thefe Drains, 
that he in a manner made thofe fubterraneous 
vaults, canals of pleafure, and diverted himfelf 
with going down in a boat from the entrance 
of the great Sewer to the place where it emptied 
itfelf into the Tibur. The arched work of 
thofe Drains muft have been of a folidity of 
proof againft all things, as they were capable 
of fupporting the weight of the houfes built up¬ 
on them to which they ferved inftead of foun¬ 
dations 5 the weight of the pavement of the 
ftreets, which in the manner it was prepared, 
as we have .feen above, muft have been very 


[a) A Marco Agrippa in 
./Edilitate port Conliihitum, 
per ineatus corrivati feptem 
amnes, ' curfuque praxipiti 
torrentium inudo raptre atque 
auferre omnia coacti, inluper 
mole imbrium concitati, va- 
da ac . latera quatiunt: ali- 
quando Tiberis retro ini’uii re- 
cipiunt Mtus, pugnamque 

VOL. III. 


diverfi aquamm impetus in¬ 
cus ; & tamen obnixa rirmi- 
tas reiiitic — Pulfant ruinte, 
{pome prsecipites aut im¬ 
pacts; incendiis: quatitur lb- 
lcm terra; modbus. Durant 
tamen a Tarquinio Priico 
annis DCC props inexpug- 
nabilcs. plin. i 36. c. 15. 
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heavy ; a ;d that of ,the innumerable car¬ 
riages perpetually pairing to and fro in the 

i\rzci : oi Rome. Add to all this, with Pliny, 
the fading down of houles either through decay 
or fires, earthquakes that hap;; , v -i ftom time 
to time, and tiieimpetuofity of the waters which 
fell lixe torrents into the Sewers, and which 
were often driven back with violence by the 
waves of the Tiber when it oversowed. Not¬ 
withstanding which, fays Pliny, thefe vaults 

have fubfured from Tarquinius Prifcus down to 

♦ 

our time, that is to fay above fix hundred and 
fifty vea~s, almoft as firm and folid as at firft. 

V 9 

Theic were works truly worthy of the Ro¬ 
man greatnefs; and I am not afraid to fay, 
that to eftimate things according to their real 
value, the Sewers of Rome, though buried deep 
in the earth, were highly to be preferred to thofe 
enormous piles the Pyramids of Egypt, which 
rife almoft into the clouds, and which Pliny 
has reafon to define, “ A foolifh and ufelefs 
“ oftentationof the riches of kings.” Regum pe- 
curicE otic-fa acJiuita oftentatio . 

The city of Paris, animated by the zeal and 
good taftc of Mr. Turgot her Mayor, feems to 
intend to imitateancienc Rome. The confider- 
able expences which fhe employs on works 
that have no end, but the convenience and em- 
bellifhment of the capital of the kingdom, are 
well bellowed, and will do great honour to the 
wife magiftrate who prefides over her, and 
thofe who form his council. 




A R- 
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ARTICLE III. 

Short differtation upon the cruel treatment of 

debtors by their creditors . 


T H E manner in which debtors were treat¬ 
ed at Rome by their creditors, was a con* 
tinual fource of trouble and divifion between 
the two Orders of the State. It was a Right 

O 

eftablilhed at Rome, probably from the founda¬ 
tion of the city, either by an exprefs lav/, or 
purely by cuftom, that debtors, who were not 
in a condition to pay their debts, fhould be de¬ 
livered up to their creditors, to be employed 
by them in the fame works as flaves. There 
leemed a kind of juftice in obliging debtors, 
that could not difcharge their debts by money, 
to difcharge them by fervices done their credi¬ 
tors, who, for inftance, fent them to work in 
cultivating their lands in the country, or em¬ 
ployed them in the fame works as other (laves 
in their houfes. And in order that they might 
not fly, they wore chains both in the city and 
country ; from whence they were called Next. 

If they had contented themfelves with exaft- 
ing only this kind of fervice and work, it would 
perhaps be difficult, as we (hall (hew in the fe- 
quel, to charge the cuftom with injuftice. But 
the creditors, who were almoft all ufurers by 
profeffion, did not ftop there. There was no 
kind of cruelty, ill treatment or indignity, Dion. Hal. 
that they did not make them fuffer. What 1 - 6 -P- 4 02 - 

Dionyfius Halicarnafienfis makes Sicinnius, 
chief of the faftion who fupported the interefts 
of thofe poor debtors, fay to them, (hews to 
what an excefs their mifery was carried. “ We 
“ are reduced to the cruel neceffity of culti- 

D 2 vating 
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<c vating our own lands for the advantage of 
cc thefe infat&ble tyrants, to dig, to plant, to 
“ toil, and to keep cattle, in company with 
66 the (laves taken by our own arms, and 
“ treated in all things like them, fome with 
ct chains at their hands, fome at their feet, and 
“ others with iron collars about their necks 
“ like brute beads ; not to mention the 
bitter injuries and infults, the infolence and 
“ cruelty of thefe barbarous wretches, which 
u often vents itfelf in tearing and torturing our 
u bodies with fcourges. 

Id.p.361. Thefe complaints may be confidered as great 

exaggerations. But in the fame hiftorian we 
find an old man, who had been in twenty eight 
battles, and received many rewards of his va¬ 
lour who not being able to pay his debts, 
had been delivered up with his children to his 
creditors. Having efcaped from prifon, he 
prefented himfelf before the People to implore 
their compaflion, (hewing his bread covered 
win wounds received in defence of his country, 
and his back ftill bleeding with the lathes he had 
juft received from his creditor, (a) Livy relates 
the fame fact, and with the fame circumdances. 

A ‘ R ' 2f9 * This fact occafioned the fird fedition of the 

People, and their feceffion to the Sacred Moun¬ 
tain. After abundance ofdeliberations,an accom¬ 
modation was at length concluded. It is fur- 
prizing that amongft the conditions of this trea¬ 
ty, Livy (hould not lay a fingle word con¬ 
cerning the debts, which had been the foie 
cauie of this tumult : he only fpeaks of the 
inititurion of the Tribunes of the People. 




a\ Du.Vu.ti fe rVo c:eii- 
e. non in lerviiiun:, led 


in ercr-_;:Dum. U 

o 

nara ei!V. Ir.de 


earn'!:•>. i- 
oilesui-ws 


tergum fccdum recentibus 
vciiigi s verberum. • Ltv. 
L 2. c. 23. 
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Diony lius of Halicarnaflus fupplies us with what 
palled in that refpeft. The following, accord- ’ P ‘* 0 S‘ 


P -*°5 


ing to him, are the words of Menenius Agrip- 
pa to the People in the name of the Senate. 
44 As to thofe who are not in a condition to 


44 piy their debts, wc agree it is juft that they 
44 Ihould be remitted to them : and if any 
“ debtors have been delivered up for non-pay- 
44 ment in time, it is our will chat they be 
44 fet at liberty. We alfo decree that thofe, 

44 againft whom their creditors have obtained 
44 from the judges lenience to feize their bo- 
44 dies, ftiall be difeharged, and we cancel all 
44 fuch fentences palled againft them.” All thefe 
claufes regarded the pall: and it was agreed fox 
the time to come, that the Senate and People 
in concert Ihould make a regulation in refpeft 
to debts which Ihould have the force of a jaw. 


It does not appear that any fuch was made. 

The People probably judged the inftitution of 
the Tribunes a fufficient barrier againft the in- 
juftice and violence of creditors. 

If that office were fo at firft, that refuge was 
of no long duration, and did not fecure the 
People. Amongft the laws of the Twelve a. r. 304. 
Tables, that is to fay lefs than fifty years after, 
there was one, which in exprefs terms gave cre¬ 
ditors the fame rights over their debtors, as ex¬ 
cited the fedition I have juft been fpeak- 
ing of, and carried things ftill much farther. 

The judges granted a debtor thirty days to find 
means for paying his debts. If he fuffered that 
time to elapfe without payment, he was de¬ 
livered up to his creditors, whom the law per¬ 
mitted to keep him in irons : and he conti¬ 
nued fixty days in them. During that inter¬ 
val, he was made to appear three market days 
fucceffively before the Praetor, and proclama- 

D 3 tion 
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tion wus made of the fum in which he was 
found and declared to be indebted. And if he 
did not either pay it on the third market day, 
or find fufficient fecurity, he was condemned 
(a) to lofc his head, or to be fold as a flave 
into a firange country on the other fide of the 
Tiber. This capital punifhment only for debt 
makes one tremble. The law however was not 
contented with that, (b) To inlpire by fo atro¬ 
cious and Jhockirg an ordinance a greater hor¬ 
ror for breach of faith in the commerce of the 
world and civil fcciety < for that appears to be 
the motive for fo ftrange a law) it permitted 
creditors, if there were a plurality of them, to 
cut the dead body of their common debtor in¬ 
to feveral parts, and to divide it amongft 
them. 


I do not know whether there be any thing 
in all Pagan antiquity more horrid than this 
law. In cor.fequence it was (c) abrogated by 
nomufige, and the general deteftation of fuch 


inhuman cruelty. The firft pare of this law, 
whr.'n uc-ivcred up debtors to their creditors, 
continued afterwards in all its force, and occa- 
fioned the fame complaints and violences, as 
had ir.miceM the People before to retire to the 
^acred Mountain. This was the pretext Man- 
bus rmpivvee for the attainment of his ambi- 


(<0 - p - .-r.:.? o./czit, 
a a . ' . .urJir. pcrtgie 

vtr.uL i’j.j.:. 
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gratis. r.c-n. . ;«j i .c 
zh o cv.:z !.v\ . • e «: or;- 

A 

bus m-.iLc:-nr»: redvivle- 

rurr 

(r) • i;. c^dair. non hu- 

(iduiiiu n.iUia. icu mie con* 

7 ^ 
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corpus irr.er credirores 
Id. iicui: : auam Wem 

i o 
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tious ends, well (a) knowing, that he could not 
ufe a more proper means for exafperating the 
populace, and attaching them to himfelf than 
the affair of the debts, which included indigence, 
ignominy, fiavery and torments. This oppref- a. R. 355 
fion of the People augmented continually in fuc- 
ceeding years. The (b) poor citizens were feen 
delivered in crowds to the cruelty of their cre¬ 
ditors by the decrees of the judges, and many 
houfes of the Patricians turned into mournful 
prifons, where thefe unhappy wretches were 
confined, chained hand and foot. 

Something more than forty years after, the A ; 429 - 
criminal paffion and inhuman cruelty of a ere- ‘ c ,n 7 ‘g“ 6 ' 
ditor in regard to a young citizen, who appear¬ 
ed in public with his back dead with (tripes, 
awakened the indolence of the Senate a little. 

The Confuis had orders to propofe a law to the 
People to prohibit the imprifoning of any ci¬ 
tizen for debt, and to give creditors a right on¬ 
ly over the fortunes, and not the peribns of 
their debtors. The law paffed, and in confe- 
quence all who were confined for debt were fee 
at liberty * and it was prohibited to imprifon 
debtors for the future. Livy leems tacitely to 
condemn this law in Lying : (c) u That one 
“ man’s crime gave a terrible blow that day 
“ to public credit, which is the ftrongeft tie of 
“ fociety. 

(a) Fidem moliri cccpit: in r.ervum ac fupplicia dare ? 
acriores quippe arris aiiem lti- & gregatim quoesdit de fo- 
mulos efle, qui non egetta- ro addi&os duci ? & rcpleri 
tem modo atque ignommiam vin&is nobilcs domes ? & u- 

minentur, led nervo & vin- bicumque patricius habits t, 
culis corpus liberum terri- ibi carcerem privatum die ? 
tent. Lin). 1. 6. c. 36. (c) Viclum co die ob im- 

[b) An placeretfcenorecir- pottmem injuriam unius in- 
cumventam plebem—corpus gens vinculum fidei. Liv. 
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165. This law was but a weak bulwark agairtft the 

‘ ,?v * avarice and violence of creditors; for forty 
years after w^ fnd that it was neceffary to revive 
it upon a like occafion, when the People reti¬ 
red to the hill Janiculum. 

The fubject I am now treating concerning 
the debts, continued always to excite great 
troubles at Rome to the end of the Common¬ 
wealth. It mud give the reader a fecret dif- 
guft for the Senate, who feem, if not to favour 
this diforder, at lead to differ it too paffively, 
and not to oppofe it with all the conftancy, 
which the importance of the affair required, as 
well as the duty of a body ; that ought to have 
confidered themfelves charged by their ffation 
with the defence of the poor, and effablifhed for 
the fupport of good order and union between 
the citizens. 

But attention is to be had to the motives by 
which the magiftrates regulated their conduft in 
refpefl: to the debtors. Their great principle 
was, as Dionyfius Halicarnaffenfis makes Ap- 
pius fay in exprefs terms. That the /acred pledge 
of public faith ought never to be retrenched from 
human fcciety. Cicero in his fecond book of 
Offices, where he treats this point with diffid¬ 
ent extent, lays down the fame principle. ( a) If 
faith be not kept, fays he, no Commonwealth can 
fiwffi : and there is no faith , where debtors can 
exempt themfelves from paying their debts . The 
duty of magiftrates, according to him, would 
be to prevent, as there are a thoufand methods 
to do, the citizens from contracting debts, fo 
as to involve the Commonwealth in the confe- 
quence. At lead, when that misfortune hap- 

(a) Nec enim uiia res ve- nulla poteft nifi erit necefTa- 
hemer-tiiis remp’-blicam con- ria folutio rerum creditarum. 
tinet, quam naes effe OJic. 1 . 2, c* 04. 
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pens, they ought to relieve them to the utmoft 
of their power, and to prevent the unhappy 
confequences, that the extreme mifery of the 
People may occafion. And this is what we 
have leen the Senate do. It fixes the intereftof 
money lent at one per cent: it does not feem 
pofiible to make it lefs. However, ten years 
after, it reduces it to half an one. Sometimes 
it gives the debtors time to difcharge their debts 
at different payments: fometimes it pays their 
debts out of the public treafury, taking proper 
fecurity in behalf of the State: fometimes it dis¬ 
charges them of all arrears, and obliges them 
to pay only the intereft. It prohibits creditors 
to ufe debtors delivered up to them with cruel¬ 
ty •, and afterwards it abfolutely prohibits deli¬ 
vering them up at all. All thefe’meafures in¬ 
deed did not entirely relieve the poor; and dill 
left them in a kind of mifery. But, (a) befides 
that on the part of the debtors there is often 
fraud, or at lead negligence, the Senate was lefs 
affedted with their condition, though worthy of 
companion,’ than with the care of not hurting 
public credit. 

Not to condemn the conduft of fo wife a bo¬ 
dy as the Roman Senate lightly, let us go far¬ 
ther back, and confider what pafled on this head 
amongd the Hebrews, who had God himfelf 
for their Legiflator. 

Every Hebrew who had borrowed upon his 
land, could not re-enter into poffeffion of it, 
till after his edate, which was delivered up to 
his creditors, had difcharged his debts, or in 
the year of Jubilee, when all lands returned to 
their firft owners. Without this feverity, of 

(a) Et fic quoque parte potior ad curam Senatui fait. 
Plebis affetta, fides tamen Liv. 1 . 7. c. 27. 
publica privatis difRcnltacibus 

which 
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which God himfelf was the inftitutor and sua- 
rar.tee, every individual might have inclined to 
borrow through confidence of never paying* or 
rather nobody would have lent, through fear, or 
a moral certainty, of never feeing their money 
again. What in fuch a cafe would have become 
of fociety, when all faith and credit would have 
been annihilated even by the protection of the 
laws and the magiftrates? To whom could any 
one nave had recourie in the moil urgent ne- 
cefiky ? 

For the fame reafons, a perfon who had no 
eftate, of which he could renounce potteffion to 
reimburfe his creditor, was abandoned to him 
by the law of God, to be his fia-ve till the fe- 
venth year, before which the debtor could have 
no hopes of liberty. 

So far, and in thefe two cafes, the Roman 
polity, which perfectly refembled that of the 
Hebrews, was ftriftlyjuft; and it cannot be 
blamed, without accufing God himfelf, who 
had eftablilhed a like law amongtt his people. 

At Rome indeed the creditors abuied it* as 
fome creditors alfo did amongtt the Hebrews. 
God reproaches ihofe cruel and inhuman mailers *, 
he menaces them •, he exhorts them to be mer¬ 
ciful •, he puts them in mind cf their flavery in 
Egypt, and declares that he will punifh their 
inhumanity. But r hefe inconveniencies, forefeen 
and foretold by God, never induced him to abo- 
lifh a law, which matters fometimes abufed, as 

it is ufual for the pafiions to abufe whatever 
is moft legal. The inconveniencies and violen¬ 
ces fell only upon a fmall number of individu¬ 
als, which could not diifolve the bands of foci¬ 
ety : whereas the general impunity of debtors 
would not have failed to fubvert entirely the 

common- 
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commonwealth of the Hebrews as well as that 
of the Romans. 

Since the eftablifhment of Chriftianity, the 
moft moderate and religious ftates have im'pri- 
foned thofe who fail to pay their bills of ex- 
change } and other obligations to pay at fixed 
times. The law gives a right to feize the bo¬ 
dies of fuch defaulters, and to keep them in pri- 
fon as long as they live, if they do nor fatisfy 
their creditors. The fupport of States fubjedls 
them univerfally to this rigour, notwithftanding . 
the natural companion for unhappy infolvents, 
becaufc it is believed indifpenfibly necefiary to 
take all poffible precautions againft breach of 
credit, much more natural and ufual amongft 
men, than ciuelty. 

To judge equitably therefore of the Senate’s 
conduct in refpeft to the affair in queftion, we 
mud diftinguifh between the law of debts, which 
is full of juitice and equity in itfelf, and the un¬ 
juft abufe made of it. The Tribunes of the 
People, who regarded nothing but attaching 
the populace to themfelves by any means what¬ 
soever, and who had not the Public Good in 

view, often propofed the entire remittance of 
debts, which was called in Latin novas tabulas . 
Every one had an account in his books of the 
fums he had lent, with the hands of the bor¬ 
rowers to them ^ which was the creditor’s fecu- 
rity. The cancelling then of thefe accounts was 
' evidently aboliftiing the debts. Solon, when he 
inftitutecl new laws at Athens, ufed this method, 
which has been confidered with reafon as extreme 


injuftice. What right had he to difoole in that 
manner of people’s fortunes? To this firft bait, 
fo well adapted to allure the People, the Tri¬ 
bunes added a fecond, neither lefs dangerous 



this was a new diftribution of lands. 

The 
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Plut. in 
Arat. 
p. 1031. 


The Roman Hiftory refounds univerfally with 

the cries and tumults excited by theie two fedi- 
tious demands of the Tribunes, which we have 
feen always ftrongly oppofed by the Senate as 
prizes that would infallibly induce the fubverfion 
of liberty, and the ruin of the ftate, which actu¬ 
ally happened in the fequel. 

Though there might have been fome injuftice 
in the firft acquifinon or ufurpation of thofe 
lands, to reform that abufe, after a pofleinon of 
fo many ages, could not be attempted, without 
occafioning a general ruin and confufion in the 
fortunes of particulars. Aratus, amongft the 
Greeks, rightly perceived this inconvenience, 

• and it is not without reafon that Cicero highly 
' extols the wifdom he fhewed in a like conjunc¬ 
ture. Having re-taken Sicyon, and cauied the 
Tyrant Nicocles to be put to death, he recalled 
fix hundred of the mod illuftrious citizens, 
whom the Tyrants had expelled, after having 
deprived them of their whole eftates. But he 
found himfelf in great perplexity on this occa- 
fion. On the one fide, he did not think it juft 
thatthey ftiould remain in necefiicy, whilft others 
enjoyed the houfes and lands of which they had 
been deprived. But at the fame time he judged 
it unjuft to difturb a pofTeiTion of fifty years 
and the more, becaufe during that time a great 
part of thofe eftates, having either pa fled from 
hand to hand by fucceflions, fales, or marriages, 
were pofiefled with good right by thofe who were 
actually feized of them. (And this was exactly 
the cafe of the poffeflors of land at Rome.) 
To indemnify the pofleflors, required confide- 
rable fums. Aratus had recourfe to the libera¬ 
lity of Ptolomy Philadelphus King of Egypt, 

his particular friend, who, upon the account 
which Aratus gave him of the difficulty he was 

under, 


► 
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under, made him a prefent of an hundred and fifty 
talents, that is, an hundred and fifty thoufand 
crowns. This was indeed to be a King, and to 
know the true ufe and value of money! Aratus, 
on his return to Sicyon, accommodated every 
thing, without giving any one caufe to com¬ 
plain. (a) 0 the great man> cries Cicero, how 

worthy he was of being born in our commonwealth! 

At Rome, in the happy times of the com¬ 
monwealth, the well-inclined Senators and ma- 


giftrates thought like Aratus, both in refpeft to 
the diftribution of lands, and the remittance of 
debts; and from thence came their continual 


perfeverance in oppofing thofe two demands of 
the Tribunes. It was the fame in the latter 


times. “ Cicero fays exprefsly, that to under- Offic. 1.2. 
“ take to difeharge debtors by the authority of n - 7 8 - 
“ the magiftrate, or to pafs the law fo often 
“ propofed for the diftribution of lands, is to 
“ lap the two principal foundations of the com* 

“ monwealth •, of which the one is peace be- 
tween the citizens, which could not fubfift, 

“ if creditors were to lofe their fortunes by the 
“ difeharging of debtors •, and the other juftice, 

“ which is intirely fubverted, from the inftant 
<c no one can affure himfelf of continuing 
“ peaceable poffefibr of his right.** The Agra¬ 
rian law, which had for its objedt a new diftri¬ 
bution of the lands poffefied by the Rich, and 
which was fo vigoroufly purfued by the Grac¬ 
chi, brought the commonwealth to the very 

brink of deftrudtion, and coft thofe two illuftri- 
ous brothers their lives, though eftimable in 
other relpedts for many excellent qualities. The 
affair of the debts was alfo brought on again in 


(a) O viruan maenum, dienumque qui in noftra rerublica 
n^tus effet I 

the 
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the Confulfhip of Cicero, as himfelf informs us, 
and was urged with abundance of vivacity. 
Ibid.n.84. ct g 0 rnany efforts were never made for retnit- 

66 ting debts, as in my Confulfhip. It was 
44 carried fo far as taking of arms, and fetting 
44 troops on foot * and perfons * of all ranks and 
44 conditions entered into the confpiracy. But 
44 they found fo vigorous an oppoferin me, that 
44 the commonwealth was entirely delivered from 
46 that danger. There never were fo many deb- 
44 tors, nor ever were payments made with more 
44 fidelity, nor lefs trouble to creditors. For 
44 when people faw themfelves incapable of 
44 ufing fraud, they thought only of difeharging 
44 themfelvcs.” 

Ufury was undoubtedly permitted by the Ro¬ 
man laws: but the bad conduct of the borrow¬ 
ers fupplied lenders with occafions of exercifing 
ufury with lefs referve. Accordingly we fee in 
all I have hitherto related, that ufury, one of 
the principal caufes of the debts contracted by the 
poor, could never be reformed at Rome, what¬ 
ever attention the magiftrates might have to put 
a flop to the progrefs of that diforder by wife 
regulations, which the furprizing evafions of 
Tacit. avarice always rendered ineffectual. Multis ple- 
AnnalJ.6. obvim itum fraudibus: qua totiens repref- 

‘ 1 fa, tniras per artes rurfum oriebantur . 

* ‘Jb :y were excited to i: by Catiline , and fupp-:rted by Ju 
Hus Cevjar. 
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HIS eighth book contains the hiftory 
of thirty-feven years, from the accu- 
fation of Manlius in the 393d year of 
Rome to the Di&atorfhip of Papirius Curfor, 
who is for putting Fabius, general of the 
horfe, to death, for having fought the Samnites 
during his abfence, and contrary to his orders, 
the 430th year of Rome. 


SECT. I. 

Manlius is obliged to abdicate the Diftatorjhip . 
He is accufed by the Tribunes , and faved by his 
fin. Tribunes of the legions nominated by the 
People. M. Curtius devotes himfilf to the Dii 
Manes, and leaps into an abyfs . Bad fuccefs of 
the firft Plebeian Conful. 'i he Herntci defeated 
by the Dictator Appius Claudius. Signal vidlo- 
ry of young Manlius over a Gaul. Alliance 
renewed with the Latines. The Gauls defeated 
again by the Dictator Sulpicius . Law which 
fixes the intereft of money at one per cent. Ano¬ 
ther law pajjed in the camp , to impofi a new 
tax upon the manumifim of flaves. Prohibition 
to ajfemble the People out of the city . Licinius 

Stolo condemned by his own law . Dictator cho - 

fen 
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fen out of the People for the frfl time . 2 "wo Pa¬ 
tricians Co/fuls . Vengeance taken of the inhabi¬ 
tants of Tarquinii. Phe Roman People pardon 
the city of Care. The Plebeians re-ivftatcd in 
the Confulfhip . Affair of the debts terminated . 


A. R. 392- 

Ant.C. 360, 


Cn. Genu cius. 
L. Mm 1 lius, II. 


Manlius is 
obiizeJ to 
abdicate 



W E have feen in the preceding volume, 

that Manlius, appointed Dictator for dri¬ 
ving the nail into the temple of Jupiter, did not 
coniine the exercife of his office to the religious 
ceremony for which he was created Diftator. 
He determined to attack the Hernici, and for 
that purpofe applied himfelf to making the Le¬ 
vies. The Roman youth oppofing him, he 
proceeded to violence. Some he fined, fome he 
caufed to be fcourged with rods, and others he 
committed to prifon : till at length all the Tri¬ 
bunes of the People rifing up againft him, he 
was obliged to give way, and to abdicate the 
Dictatorship, 


A. R. 39 
Ant, 0,359, 


Servilius Ahala, II. 
L. Genucius, II. 


AfToon as Manlius had abdicated, he was ac- 
cufed before the People by the Tribune M. 
Pomponius. The accufation brought againft 
him was for his irregular and rigorous conduce 
in the Diclatorfhip. The Tribune at the fame 
time took pains to render him odious by his 
favage difpofition, and the cruelty of his beha¬ 
viour, not only to ftrangers, but to his own fon. 
(a) He reproached him, “ That having a fon 

44 of 


[a] Crimini ei Tribunes um juvenem nullius probri 
inter cetera dabat, quod fiii- coixif mum, extorrem urbe, 

domo. 



fe 


Seuvilius, Genucius* Confute! 



* c of age to appear in the world, againft whom 3 «* 
44 he had nb caufe of complaint, he banifhed* ,59 ‘ 
44 him far from the city, from his home, his 
44 houfhold gods, the Forum, and commerce 
44 with thofe of his owri age, and condemned 
44 him to fervile works, and a prifon aim oft 
C4 like a (lave ; where a young man* of fo iU 
44 luftrioiis birth, the fon of a Di&ator, had 
room to learn every day from his own mi- 
44 fery, that it was not without reafon the title 
44 of Imperious had been given to his father. 

“ And for what crime is he treated with fo 
44 much rigour? why, becaufe he does not fpeak 
44 readily. Ought not a father, who had any 
46 natural affection in him, td endeavour to 
44 correft flich a defeft by gentle methods, ra« 

44 ther than to render it Hill more remarkable 
44 by the cruelty with which he treats his fon. 

44 The brute beads themfelves do not nourifh 
44 their young with the lefs care and tendernefs 
46 upon account of feme deformity. Manlius 
46 on the contrary, by his manner of governing 

44 his fon, adds bad to bad. He augments the 
44 natural flownefs of his parts •, and if he has 
44 any feed 3 any fpark of a good difpofition in 
44 him, he ftifles and fuppreifes it by a country 
44 life, a ruftic education, and reducing him to 
44 the fociety of beads. 55 

Thefe inve&ives intended the whole city a- 
gainft Manlius, except only him who was the 
fubjeft of the rigor with which his father was 


Homo, penatibus, foro, luce, natuai efle. At quam oh 
congre/Tu jeqUalium prohi- noxam ? Quia infacuiidibr 
bitum, in opus fervile, prope fit, & lingua inpromptusl 
in carcerem atque in erga- Liv. 
tfulum dederit: ubi fumnio Relegatus a patre ob ado- 
loco natus Dilator ins juve ; - lcfcennain brutara & hebe- 
nis quotidiana miferia difee- tem. £>.?*' Ji b:n f /. 3. 
ret, vero imoerbfo oat re fe e. 1-7, 

Vot. III. E fo 
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fo much reproached. Not being able to bear 
that he fhould be made odious, as he was in* 
formed he was, upon his account, he deter¬ 
mined to make known to gods and men by a 
remarkable action, that far from favouring his 
father’s accufers, he would defend and afiift him. 
Accordingly ’a) he formed a relolution, which 
favoured indeed of the rude manner in which 
he had been brought up, and was without doubt 
of dangerous example in a State, but however 
laudable in the motive from which it proceeded. 
One morning, without apprizing any body, he 
came to the city armed with a dagger, and 
went directly to the houfe of the Tribune Pom- 
ponius, who was (till in bed. He told his 
name, and was immediately brought in, be- 
caufe the Tribune did not doubt, but the young 
man, incenfed againd his father, had either 
fome new fubject of accufuion to fuggeft a- 
gainft him, or fome counfel to give him upon 
the manner in which he was to conduit the af¬ 
fair. Young Manlius defired a moment’s pri¬ 
vate difcourfe with him : and affoon as he faw 
himfelf alone with the Tribune, drew out his 
dagger, prefented it to his bread, and de¬ 
clared that he would kill him that inftant, if he 
did not fwear in the form he diould dictate, ne¬ 
ver to bold the ajfembly of the People for accufing 
his father, (b) The trembling Tribune, who 
faw the dagger glittering at his bread, himfelf 
alone, without arms, attacked by a robuft 
young man, and which was not lefs to be feared, 


('A Or:: co .iuium, rudis 

» t • i ? 

qu:cera .::que aninii, 

U qu:-r.q , j..r.i r..n clvlJii e.v- 
c Uhiiii huua- 

L-iiJ. I , 








% ^ 

** 4 * 4 


A W V 



culos micare, fe folum, iner- 
niera, ilium pravalidum juve- 
i.cin, k quod baud minus 
tin.er.dum trac, ftjlide fero- 
cem viiibus fuis cerneret) 
aijura: in qua: adactus eit 
verba. Li-v. 


one 



■ 

Servilius, GenuciuSj Confuls. 

’bne full of a brutal confidence in his own A 
ftrength, took the oath demanded of him, and " 
afterwards' confeffed with a kind of compla¬ 
cency in the thing, and a fincerity which fof- 
ficiently argued he was not forry for what he 
had done, that it was that violence which ob¬ 
liged him to defift from his enterprize. 

This adtion is without doubt irregular in it- 
felf: but that defed* is covered in feme mea- 
fure by the generofity and filial piety, which 
fhine out in it with great luftre. And it was 
in that light the Roman People judged of it. 
Though they would gladly have handled fo 
haughty and cruel an accufed perfou as Man¬ 
lius Imperiofus with feverity *, they could not 
difapprove the bold llep of his fon to lave his 
father. They thought it even the more lau¬ 
dable, as the exceffive rigor of Manlius in re¬ 
gard to that fon, had not been capable of ex- 
tinguifhing the fentiments of nature in him. 
The People believed themfelves obliged to re¬ 
ward an aftion fo generous and fo full of piety, 
as I lhall foon obferve. 

We fee here in the perfon of young Manlius 
an illuftrious example of what the fentiments ot 
nature can and ought to produce in the heart of 
a fon, and of the higheft degree of refped and 
tendernefs he is capable of having for a father. 
The writers of the Pagan world well knew the 
whole extent of this duty, and have ftrongly 
and often infilled upon the obligation of chil¬ 
dren (a) not only to diffemble and conceal the 
ill treatment they may receive from their fa¬ 
thers and mothers, but to fuffer it with a fob- 
million and patience of proof againft the molt 

(*) Facile intclligo. non mo requo ferre oporterc. Cic, 
inoiio rcticerc homines pa- fro Cl urn, n. j~. 
rentum ini anas, (cd ctS tin am- 

*9 * 


fiatrrant- 
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a£g ^ a S rant i n j u fti ce * Was ever fon treated more 
' 4j9 ‘unjuftly by his father, than young Manlius? 

It is however at the very time he experiences 
the mod cruel rigor from him, and may fee 
himfelf revenged and delivered, without con¬ 
tributing in the lead to it on his part, that 
he flies to his defence, and folely engroffed by 
the delire of faving his father, and the thought 
that he is a fon, forgets all other duties. 

From this principle the fame Pagans inferred 
another duty, dill more indifpenfible according 
to them, which was to continue inviolably at¬ 
tached to their country, whatever injury they 
might receive from it. [a) It is for her to 
teflify her gratitude for the fervices rendered her 

by citizens: but the word ufage, even punifti- 

ment itfelf, ought not to make a citizen of true 

greatnefs of foul repent his having ferved his coun¬ 
try with zeal and fidelity. This is the important 
leflbn given us by Camillus. In the fird moments 
indeed of his affliftion, a defire little worthy of 
him efcaped him in refpeft to his ungrateful 
country, which (hews (b) how fenfible the great- 
ed men are of ignominy. But after that firft 

emotion, the natural fentimentsof his heart foon 
take place, and banilhment ferves only to awa¬ 
ken and augment his zeal for the fame country, 
and to make it appear in a more diftinguilhed 
light. 

In a monarchy * the fubjefts owe a king all 
that citizens owe their country in a republican 
government. > I 

ia) Populi grati eft pr.T- Ieum contumelia, quem pati 
mas a&cere ben£rtieriros de prudentesac viri boni difficil- 
rep. rives: viri forti?, ne lime pollunt. Cic. Kar. 4. ti. 
fuppliciis quidem moveri, ut 9 5. 
forcaer ieofie pccniteat. Cic. * />.V. Roll in means, nice 
'Ll r.. 22. a - P> n g ns be continues 

\b) Habe; quem dam acu- to h a King, that is to jay , 

the 
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1 have faid that the aft ion of young Man- Ju¬ 
lius was rewarded by the People, who nomi- 'Tribunes 
nated him Tribune of a legion: a confiderabie °f the Ie \ 


favour, which was only granted to the zeal he ^atd^T 
had fhewn in defence of his father, as that young the People. 
Roman, having been educated till then in the 
country, could not have made himfelf known 
in any other manner. 

This is the firft time, that the People difpo- 
fed of thefe military dignities, which are gene¬ 
rally underftood to be of the fame rank with a 
modern colonel. But these is however a con¬ 
fiderabie difference between them. In each 
legion were fix Tribunes, each of whom 

did not command a certain determinate part 
of the legion, but the whole legion in their 
turns. Two commanded two months, and 
were afterwards relieved by two others, and fo 
on. The Confuls had conferred thefe employ¬ 
ments till now; which were twenty-four im¬ 
portant pofts in their difpofal. For as we have 
laid juft above, there were fix Tribunes in each 
legion, and the number of legions raifed every 

year were generally four, two for each Conful. 

The People began this ye^r to difpofe of fix of 
thefe places, and gave the fecond to Manlius. 

Fifty years after, of the four and twenty Tri¬ 
bunes, they nominated fixteen. Liv. 1. 9 . 

The fame year the earth is faid to have c - 3°- 
opened and formed a kind of very deep gulph 
in the Forum, which could not be filled up, himfelf to 
though great quantities of earth were thrown in- the DU 
to it for that purpofe. According to the ufual ^dkap* 

. into an a- 

the Father, the Common Good narchy iubjeus owe fucb a ^ riV hj c h 
of his People : for then duty to King alt that citizens owe 

their country in a Rcpubli- 

can government. him. 

Liv. 1. 8. 


him is no doubt duty to one ’ 
country ; and confequently we 

vi ay fay with him , In a mo- 
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cuftom in fuch cafes, the Soothfayers were con¬ 
fined, who anfwercd that if the Romans would 

have the duration of their empire eternal, they 
it. uft throw what conftituted their principal force 
into that abyfs. They were at a lofs for fome 
time to comprehend the fenfe of this anfwer, 
when a young man named M. Curtius, who 
had ciftinguifhed himfelf by a great number 
of noble exploits in war, came unexpect¬ 
edly into the Forum completely armed, and 
mounted cn a horfe in magnificent furniture. 
He laid, that he was furprized they fhould be 
in a moment’s fufpence about what conftituted 

the principal ftrength of the Romans, which 
were arms and valour : he then devoted himfelf 


to the D:i Manes , and leapt into the gulph, 
which immediately, fays the ftory, clofed upon 
him. This place was afterward called, The 

lake of Curtins. Livy (a) relates this faft, 
without vouching for the truth of it, finding it 
only happened by popular tradition ; whereby 
he contents clearly enough, that he confiders 
it as fabulous; and in his firft book he has re¬ 
lated a lei’s marvellous, but more probable 
origin of the name of the Curtian Lake. 

Howeter it were, after this event, the Ro¬ 


man army marched againft the Hernici under 
the command of Genucius, to whom that pro¬ 


vince fell by lot. He was the firft Plebeian 
Cor,lei, who was charged with the conduct of 
a war. On this account the Commonwealth 
expected the event with anxiety, becaufe from 
this firft fuccds people would not fail of judg¬ 
ing concerning the reafonablenefs of admitting 
Plebeians into the Confulfhip. Genucius un- 
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fortunately fell into an ambufcade, where he 39 >* 
was killed, and the army put to the rout. When * ’ 
that news arrived at Rome, the Senators, lels 
afflicted for the danger of the public, than tri¬ 
umphant on account of the bad fuccefs of a Ple¬ 
beian Conful, vented a thoufand reproaches on 
all Tides, telling the Plebeians with infulr, 

44 That they might change the ancient cuftoms 
44 as they pleafed: that they might create Con- 
cc fuls out of the People, and dilturb the eita- 
44 blifhed order of the aufpices and iacred ce- 
44 remonies: That by an ordinance of the Peo- 
44 pie they might deprive the Patricians of the 

44 honours that appertained to them : but would/ 

46 fuch illegal ordinances take place, or have 
44 any poweragainft the immortal gods? That 
44 the gods themfelves had avenged the con- 
44 tempt of their divinity. That the violation 
44 of the aufpices, punifhed by the defeat of 
cc the army and the death of the general, who 
46 had profaned the fanftity of them, was a 
44 terrible lelfon, that ought to teach the Peo- 
44 pie not to interrupt in the affemblies, as they 
44 had done, the rights and privileges of fami- 
44 lies.’* The Senate and Forum refounded with 

difeourfes of this kind. 

Appius Claudius, who had been the mod 
ftrenuous oppofer of this law, was declared Dic¬ 
tator, and chofe Servilius for his general of the 
horfe. Before they arrived at the army, Sul- 
picius the lieutenant, had gained fome advan¬ 
tage over the enemy. As the latter a {fared 
themfelves that the Romans would be reinfor¬ 
ced from the city, they alfo augmented their 
troops, with the whole flower of their youth. 

The two armies no fooner came in view, than 
the fignal was given. The action was very 
rude, and the fuccefs long doubtful, The lofs 

E a on 
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on both Tides was very confiderable, and fell 
principally upon the officers who engaged with 
great ardor in the battle. Abundance of the 

O 

Roman knights who had difmounted to fuftain 
the foot feli in it: But the Hernici at length 
were broke and put to flight. Night preven¬ 
ted them from being purfued. The next day 
they abandoned their camp, which the Romans 
took. 

C. Sulpicius II. 

C. Lie in i us II. 

The Romans in the following years had fornc 
wars of lrnall importance againft the neigh¬ 
bouring people : that againft the Gauls gave 
them mod apprehenfion, and occafioned the 
nominating a Dictator. They were advanced 
wftoin three miles of Rome. The Romans 

ft 

marched againft them. The two armies con- 

O 

tinned fame time in fight of each other without 
coming to action, feparated only by the bridge 
over the Anio. A Gaul of an enormous fix¬ 
ture advanced upon that bridge, and cried out 
wi-h a loud voice ; Let the bravefi of the Ro- 
mans come out and fight me, that the fuccefs of 
the combat may Jhew which of the two nations 
has the rtwfi velour. His uncommon fize inti- 
undated the bolded ; when T. Manlius, the 
fame who had fignaiized his piety in' refpedl to 
his lather, went to the Dictator. 1 fhould be 
far from engaging in a combat , fa id he,’ without 
your orders , even though I were fure of victory. 
But , if you will afford me your permiffm , I 
will icach ibis challenger who in fulls u$,' that 1 
am cf the family who drove the Gauls from the 
top of the Tarpeian Rock. The Diftator, after 
giving him great praifes, bade him go and fuf¬ 
tain the honour of the Roman name. The 

• chati> 




SuLPicius, Licinius, Confuls. 

phampion armed and advanced to the bridge, a. r. 
v/here he found the Gaul, who in the pride of Ant ‘ 
his enormous ftrength triumphed already, and 
put out his tongue by way of derifion and in- 
fults which circumftance Livy repeats after the 
anciert hiftorians. To judge from rlieir out- 

lides, ch^e match feemed extremely unequal. The 
(blendjd part of the (hew was entirely on the 
fide of the Gaul: extraordinary feature, habit of 
different colours, with arms painted, and adorned 
with gold. The Roman was of a reafonable 
fize, and fuch as one would defire in a foldier. 

His arms were rather adapted to ufe, than in¬ 
tended for beauty. He was not heard to raife 
any cries, or make any violent motions in ad* 
vancing: but full of intrepid courage, and ta¬ 
cit indignation, he referved all his efforts for 
the combat. When they were near each other 
upon the bridge, in view of both armies anxious 
for their fuccefs and fluctuating between hope and 
fear, the Gaul heavy and huge, advancing his 
buckler on his left before him, difcharged with a 
great noife a blow of his fabre upon the arms of 

the Roman, who raifing the point of the fabre 
with his fhield, and dextroufly placing himfelf 
out of the reach of his blows by clofing in,thruft 
his fword into his belly, and laid him dead at his 
feet. He then took only one chain of his fpoils, 
which he immediately put about; his own neck. 
Whilft terror and amazement kept the Gauls 
motionlefs, the Romans full of joy advanced to 
meet the yoyng victor, and with the higheft 
praifes conduced him in triumph to the Dicta¬ 
tor. Amidft their acclamations of joy the fol- 
diers were heard to give him the firname of 
J orquatus*) which his pofterity retained ever 

* This Ji name is derived a chain or gorget ; which was 
from the latin word T orques, an ornament worn by theGauls. 

after, 
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: after, and it became a title of honour to his fa- 

The Didlator made him a prefent of a 

nd in the prefence of the whole 


milv. 


crown of gokl. 
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army exalted the glory ot his viclory by the 
urea: praifes he nave him. It was attended with 
an immediate good effect ; for the Gauls confi- 
dering the event of this fmgle combat as a bad 
omen to them, abandoned their camp the night 
following, and retired in diforder into the terri¬ 
tory of the people of Tibur, who, according 
to fome authors, had engaged them in this war, 

C. Petelius Balbus. 

M. Fab i us Am bust us. 

The war againft the Hernici fell by lot to 
Perelius, as that againft the Tiburtini did to Fa- 
bins. The Gauls approached Rome. On that 
news a Dictator was created, according to the 
cfi.-blifhed cirnom of thefe times in wars with 
the Gauls. A battle enfued, which was warm 
and ior.g difputed. The Gauls were at length 
•jr to fduht, and retired to Tibur. Each of 

■* 

rise two Confuls iuccceded alfo on their fide. 
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Tiburtes had alfo the boldnefs to ap¬ 
proach R.ome j but they wererepulfed withlofs, 
* 

C. Fab ius. 

C. Plautius. 

A new attack on the fide of the Gauls obli¬ 
ged the Romans to take the field again. Thofe 
people were highly exafperated againft Rome. 
Befides their hopes of booty, they fought to re- 

the defeats of their countrymen. The 




neighbouring ftates and enemies of Rome, how- 

W W # 

ever incommodious thefe guefts were, retained 
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them alfo as long as they could amongft them, ^c 3 —. 
in hopes of ruining, if pofiible, or at leaft of ^ 
humbling, the Roman power. In the midft of Jliioncc 
thefe alarms, the Romans were exceedingly con- 
foled by the aid they received from the Latines, 
with whom they had lately renewed the ancient ' 
treaty, which had long been fufpended and not 
executed. After having chofen Sulpicius Difta- 
tor, they marched againft the Gauls. Thc^f.^ 
troops on both fides defired a battle with the ^ 
utmoft ardor. The Diftator, who was wife^-. 
and experienced, did not give himfdf up to 
the fame reftlefs warmth, (a) He did net be¬ 
lieve it advifeable to haften a battle without ne- 


ceffity with an enemy, whole troops diminilhed 
every day in a ftrange country, where tliey had 
neither laid up provilions, nor formed intrench- 
ments, and who befides, whether conlidered as 
to force of body or courage, had only a firft 
fire, a tranfient vivacity, that relaxed and ex¬ 
pired, if fuffered to cool by ever fo fmall a de¬ 
lay. For thefe reafons the Dictator protrafted 
the war, and had prohibited fighting without 
orders upon pain of the greateft leverity. The 
foldiers fullering this prohibition with regret, 
complained of it amongft themfelves on their 
guards, fpeaking very ill of the Diftator, and 
fometimesof the whole Senate,for not confiding 
this war to the Confuls. They Paid by way of 
ridicule, “ That they had made choice oi an 
excellent general, a chief of peculiar merit, 
86 who flattered himfelf, that vi&ory would 


(a) Diclatori neutiqiinm 
placebat, quando nulla coge- 
ret res, fortune fe commit- 
tere adverfus hoftem, quern 
tempus deteriorem in dies & 
locus alienus faceret, line 


preeparato commeatu, fine 
firmo munimento manen- 
tem ; ad hoc iis animis cor- 
poribtifque, quorum omnis in 
impetu vis eflet, paiva eadem 
Iangueiceret inora. Liv. 

41 drop 
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a. R* sr- «« drop into his hands oat of the fky, without 

44 his being at any trouble whatsoever.” They 
held the fame difcourfes afterwards in public, 
and went dill farther in declaring, “ That they 
ic would fight without the Didator’s orders, or 
14 return one and all to Rome. 5 * The Centuri¬ 
ons joined the foldiers, and then they talked in 
that manner no longer by fmall parties, but 
loudly demanded in crouds around the general’s 
tent, to have an audience of the Didator ; and 
that Sex. Tullius fhould fpeak to him in their 
name. 

He was one of the braved officers in the ar- 
Septimum my, and then for the * feventh time Primipilus , 

or principal captain of a legion, and had diftin- 
p *** guidied himfelf by a thoufand glorious adions. 

He could not refufe himfelf to the eagernefs of 
die troops, and went with them to the tribunal 
of Suipicius, who was much furprized at feeing 
fo great a multitude of foldiers, and dill more 

o / 

an officer at their head, who had diftinguifhec. 


himfelf hitherto no lefs by his fubmiffion anc* 
obedience, than by his valour. The whole ar - 
m)\ fays he, addreffing himfelf to the Didator, 
believing you condemn them for cowardice , and that 
you hep them in a manner f difarmed by way of 
punijhment , have defirtd me to plead their caufe be¬ 
fore you. And certainly , though you could reproach 
us with having done our duty ill upon feme occa - 
fm, with having fled before the enemy , with hav¬ 
ing flame fully abandoned our colour j, J Jhould 
however believe it reafonable toajk of you as a.favour , 
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I'Unjhinent ujc.i at that time 
atr.ongji the fc-ldters , from 
whom their ai ms were taken , 
when :hey had failed in their 
duty. 
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that you would permit us to repair our fault, and 
to wipe out the difgrace of it by fome glorious atiion. 
The fame legions who had been routed at Ailia, by 
their courage foon after recovered Rome and their 
country, which their precipitate confternation had 
loft > As for us, thanks to the favour of the Gods, 
as well as to your own and the good fortune of the 
Roman people, the condition of our affairs and glo¬ 
ry are yet whole and unblemiftjed . Though indeed 
I can fcarce fay our glory is unfullied, whilft the 
enemy, who fee us fhut up in our camp like women , 
load us with reproaches and infults \ and, what 
ftill affefts us more fenfibly * whilft yourfelf, our 
general, confidcr your army as having neither 
arms nor courage, and before you have put us to 
the trial, entirely defpair of us, as if you had no 
foldiers but fuch as knew neither the ufe of their 
bands nor their fwords. And indeed, for what 
other reafon can we fuppofe, that a brave and ex¬ 
perienced general as you arc, fhould lie ftill here , 
with your arms a-crofs, as they fay , and doing no¬ 
thing? For, however it be, it is more probable 
and more reafonable that you fhould doubt our cou¬ 
rage, than we yours. But if the plan you follczo 
is not your own, but fuggefted to you \ if this be 
not ' a war with the Gauls , but a contrivance , a 
confpiracy of the Senators, to keep us at a difiance 
from our homes, our houfhold-gods, I defire you to 
confider what I am going to take the liberty to fay 
to you, as the difcourfe, not of foldiers to their ge¬ 
neral, but of the People, who have their inter efts 
to fupport as well as you yours, to the Senate. 
And who in effeft can be offended, that we fhould 
confider ourfelves as foldiers , not as your frees ; 
as fent to war, not into banifhment: that we fhould 
demand that the fignal be given for us to fight, as 
becomes men of courage and Romans? if not, ut 
us rather lie ftill at Rome, than in camt>, S.i:b 
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;; the diihurfe zve Jbould hold to the Senators . But 
here as dutiful foldiers we addrefs our prayers to 
v;.v .:j to our general, that you would give us per - 
mlhen tofght. V/e defrre to conquer, hit to con- 
cucr h 'cur orders, to acquire you tbs glorious 

v, to enter Rome in triumph with 


1st \ u,t .-/ 


/ 

* 

c rrv 


and to follow you to the Capitol full of joy and 
^.cry 10 return fdsmn th.vnkfgiving to great Jupi¬ 
ter. The dilcourfe of Tullius was followed by 
the crave;s of the whole multitude, who fur- 
roanucc the Dictator’s tribunal, and all together 
demanded, that the fignal fhould be given, and 

Id be permitted to take arms. 
Though the Dictator law well, that this de- 


tnat rntv 


* p(Vi 
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mand 


good in 


itfdf. 


might be attended with 


pernicious confequences, he promifed to comply 
with their requeft, and taking Tullius afide, 
expreffed his iurprize in refpect to the commif- 
iion, with which he had charged himfelf. Tul¬ 
lius besan by defiring; He would do him the 


“ juirice to believe, that if he had afted in that 

<c manner, it was neither out of contempt of 
<£ 


cc 


military dilcipline, forgetfulnefs of himfelf 
as a Ample officer, nor want of the obedience 
“ which was due to his general. That the rea- 
fc; fon he had not refufed himfelf to the incen- 
fed multitude, which generally follows the 
ben: given them by their leaders, was left 
they fnouid make choice of fome fuch perfon 
as they ufuaily do in fuch commotions : that 
as for himfelf, he fhould ahvays fubmit to 
his commands. But, .that the Dictator ought 
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not to believe, that it was eafy for him to keep 
the army within bounds, and that the thing 
required his ferious thoughts. That in the 
prefen: ferment and emotion of the foidiers, 
all delays 


we 


re dangerous 
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i and that it was 
probable, they would pitch upon 
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t 

<c a time and place for a battle themfelves, if Antic ^ 
5C the general refufed to doit for them.” 

Whilft they were talking to this efieft, a 
Gaul happened to carry off fome horfes that were 
grazing without the works, and two Roman 
foldiers took them from him. Several Gauls 
purfued the latter with Hones. Abundance of 
troops joined both fides, and a battle in form 
would have enfued, if the Centurions had not 

made the Romans retire. This event fhewed 
the Dichror, how much truth there was in what 
Tullius had told him. The thing admitting no 
delay, he caufed notice to be given the troops 
to prepare for battle the next day. 

As the Di&ator relied more upon their cou¬ 
rage than number, he confidered upon fome 
ftratagem, fome addrefs, for fpreading terror 
amongft the enemy. Accordingly he hit upon 
one, which feveral generals have fince ufed with 
fuccefs, and amongft others Marius in the battle 
againft the Teutones, This was to take the 
packs off the mules, to leave each of them on¬ 
ly two pieces of ftuff on their backs hanging 
down on each fide, and to make the lervants of 
the army mount them in the armour taken from 
the enemy, and that of the fick. Almoft a 
thoufand were equipped in this manner, to 
whom an hundred horfe were added, and in the 
night they were made to afeend the eminences 
above the camp, with orders to keep dole in the 
woods, and not to quit them till a fignal was 
given. After this fhadow of terror was tlifpo- 
ied thus, which did almoft more llrvice than 
effective and real forces, preparatio n was made 
for the battle. Sulpicius, at the break of day, 
began to extend his troops along the foot of the 
mountains, in order that the enemy might draw 
up in the front of them. The generals of the 

Gauls 
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' Gauls believed at Srft, that the Romans would 
*' n '* not advance into the open field ; but when the*/ 
faw them in motion, as they ardently defired to 
come to blows, they alfo advanced, and thfe 
action began before the fignal was given. 

The Gauls charged the right wing with great 
vigour, and it could not have fuftained their at¬ 
tack, if the Dictator had not been prefent to 
fjpport it, who calling upon Sex. Tullius by 
his name, afked him with warm reproaches, 
“ Whether it was in that manner he had pro- 
11 mifed that his foldiers fhould fight ? what was 
4t become of the cries with which they demand- 
41 ed permiffion to take arms, and their threats 
€< to fiffht without waiting the generals orders ? 

u U O 

Here , added he, is your general , calling loudly 
upon you to give battle, and felting you the exam - 
pie, armed as you fee him at the bead of you * 
Where are thefe brave men , who were to lead me 
the way ? At leaf will they follow me \ bold in 
the co.mp, but timorous in action. Thefe re¬ 
proaches were well founded : and accordingly 
they worked fo ftrongly upon them, that infen- 
fible to danger, they threw themlelves upon the 
enemy like madmen. This firll attack began 
to make the Gauls give way, and the horfe put 
them into diforder. The Dictator took that oc- 
cafion to repair to his left wing, where he faw 
the enemy in great numbers behaving vigorous¬ 
ly, and gave the fignal agreed on for thofe on 
the eminences to appear. Immediately a new 
cry was heard, and new combatants Ihewed 
themfelves, who feemed to march along the fide 
of the mountain towards the camp of the Gauls. 
The latter upon that, through fear of having 
their communication cut off, gave over fight¬ 
ing, and retreated precipitately towards their 
camp. But finding Valerius the general of the 
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horfe there, who after the defeat of the left wing 397* 
of the Gauls, had advanced with his fquadrons ° ‘ ' 35 ^* 
to the enemies entrenchments, they turned their 
flight towards the mountains and forefts, where 
they were received fay the falfe cavalry, who 
made a great daughter of them. No general 
fince the great Camillas had triumphed with fo 
juft a title over the Gauls as Sulpicius. He 
alfo depofited in the Capitol, in the treafury 
built with great hewn ftones, a very confidera- 
ble quantity of gold, which was part of the 

fame year the Confuls marched a gain ft 
fome of the neighbouring ftates, but with very 
different fuccefs. Plautius defeated and fubjefted 
the Hernici. Fabius his collegue engaged rafh- 
}y in an aftion with the Tarquinienfes. The 
lofs in the battle was not confiderable in itfelf; 
but it became fo by the murder of three hun¬ 
dred prifoners, whom the Tarquinienfes lacrifi- 
ced to their revenge. 

The Privernates and Viliterni made alfo fome 
incurfions into the Roman territories. 

Two new Tribes were added to the old ones, 
which made the number twenty-feven. 

The games vowed by Camillus were now ce¬ 
lebrated. 

The fame year a law was palled for the firft 
time againft canvaffing elections, to check the 
ambition of the New men , that is to iay of the 
Plebeians, who took abundance of pains to at¬ 
tain the Confullhip. The fubftance of this law 
is riot mentioned. 
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C. Marcius. 

Cn. Manlius, II. 

A law very agreeable to the People palled 
this year. It related to the intereft of money 
lent, which it fixed at one per cent . per annum . 
This was called unciarium fcenu$. Amongft the 
Romans uncia fignified the twelfth part of any 
thing whatfoever. The interefts of one per cent. 
per month, twelve per cent . a year, were called 
cent (frag ufara. The fanus unciarium was the 
twelfth part of the ufarce centefime , and confe- 
quently was one per cent, a year. 

In this manner Gronovius, and mod of the 
Learned, explain the fanus unciarium , that is to 
fay, one per cent, per annum *, and the (a) Twelve 
Tables fixed lawful intereft at that rate. How 
moderate fo ever it was, it ft ill was thought ex- 
ceffive, and ten years after, as we {hall foon fee, 
this intereft was reduced one half. Intereft 
was at laft entirely prohibited. Indeed what¬ 
ever care the magiftrates took to put a ftop to 
this difordcr by wife ordinances, avarice, ftron- 
ger than all laws, conftantly found means either 
to efcape their effeft by cunning, or openly to 
force their feeble barriers. But the fpirit of the 
law was clear *, and unlefs they were wilfully 
blind, many of the Pagans were fenfibleof the 
wickednefs of ufury, and its contrariety to the 
Law of Nature. For from what other princi¬ 
ple could the abfolute prohibition of lending 
upon ufury flow? The intereft of one half per 


U) Primo duodeceim Ta- 
bulis fanctum, ne quis unci- 
ano feenore ampliiis exerce- 
ret, cum an tea ex libidine lo- 
eupletium agiraretur. Dein, 

rcgatioce Tr:banitia 2d fe- 


muncias reducta. Podremo 
retita verfura multifque pie- 
biicitis obviam itum fraudi- 
bus, qus totiens repreiTs 
miras per artes rurfum orie. 
bantur. Tacit. Ann. 1 . 6. r.16 

cent. 
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cent . femmciarium ferns, for inftance, thirty 
pence for an hundred crowns, was it capable of 
ruining partial! ws ? Paganiim however ft rifely 
condemned it. (a) Cicero, and after him St. 
Ambrofe, have preferred a memorable anfwcr 
of * Cato the Elder’s. Upon being afked what 
he thought of ufury, he replied with indigna¬ 
tion ; What , why to commit murder . Thefe 
words contain a great deal. You ajk me , laid 

he, what harm there is in lending at ufury ? And 
1 ajk you , what harm there is in killing a man ? 
The wifeft politicians have confidered it as the 
ruin of dates; of which the Roman Hiftory 

fupplies us with abundance of proofs. What 
then ought Chriftians to think of it, to whom 
God has exprelsly forbade it in an infinity of 
places in Holy Scripture. I fihall repeat only 
one. If thy brother be waxen poor , and fallen in 
decay with thee , then thou Jhalt relieve him , yea 
though he be a ft ranger, or a fopurncr, that he 
may live with thee . Take thou no ufury of him y 
or increafe , but fear thy God, that thy brother may 
live with thee . Thou Jhalt not give him thy money 
upon ufury , nor lend him thy victuals for increafe . 
The rule here is mod evident, againft which all 
arguments are ufelefs, to fay no more. When 
the mafter fpeaks, and what mafter! all mud 
be filent and obey. 

The two wars made at this time againft the 
Falifci and Privernates, were little confiderablc. 
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One of the two Confuls, Cn. Manlius, who 
was near Sutrium, having affembled his troops 
by Tribes, paffed a law in the camp, a thing 
that had no example. This law related to the 
tnaaumifficm of (laves, and ordained, that he 
who made one free, fhould pay the twentieth 
part of his value into the public treafury. The 
Senators confirmed this law, becaufe it would 
bring a confiderable revenue into the treafury, 
that was not rich: which Ihews that making 
flares free was a common and frequent pradiice. 
The Tribunes, ieis concerned about the law it- 
felf, than the confequences fuch an example 
might have, prohibited the aflembiing the Peo¬ 
ple in that manner out of the city and the 
fight of the magiftrates upon pain of death. 
And indeed there was no law, how pernicious 
foever it might be, which the foldiers, obliged 
by oath to obey the Confuls, might not be made 
to pafs. 

This cuftom of affranchifing (laves (hews, 
that the humanity and equity of matters were 
very great at Rome, as they were fo much in¬ 
clined to give thole that pleafed them their liber¬ 
ty, and were not prevented by lofing the ad¬ 
vantages made by an induttrious and laborious 
Servant. On another fide, we cannot fufficiently 
admire the attention of the commonwealth to 
augment the number of its citizens, by giving 
the freedom of Rome to a (lave affoon as his 
matter had manumitted him. 

The lame year, at the profecution of M. Po- 
pdius Ltenas, C. Licinius Stolo was fined * ten 
thoufand ajfes , for poffeffing, contrary to the 
law paffed by himfelf, a thoufand acres of land, 
of which he held one half in his Ton's name, 

whom he had emancipated in order to elude 
that law. 


M. 
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M. Faeius Ambustus, II. 

M. Popi LI us L^nas, II. 

The firft of thefe Confuls was charged with 
the war againft the Tiburtes, which had no con- 
fiderable event. The other marched againft the 
Falifci and Tarquinienfes. The priefts of the 
latter, charging in the battle with burning tor¬ 
ches and a kind of * ferpents', of which they had 
imitated the figure with ribbands of different co¬ 
lours, fpread confufion at firft by that appear¬ 
ance of furies amongft the Roman troops. But 
upon the fharp raillery of the Conful and other 
officers, they foon recovered themfelves from 
that vain terror, and made themfelves full 
amends for the fhame it had caufed them by the 
defeat of the enemy, whofe camp they plun¬ 
dered. 

A war with Hetruria enfuing, a Di&atorwas 
created, who then for the firft time was elefted 
out of the People. He was called C. Marcius 
Rutilus: and nominated C. Plautius general of 
the horfe, who was alfo a Plebeian. This new 
creation exceedingly affli&ed the Senate, who 
did their utmoft to crofs the expedition of a 

Plebeian Pi&ator. He fet out from Rome* 
marched againft the enemy, defeated them on 
feveral occafions, killed a confiderable number 
of them, and took eight thoufand prifoners. 
On his return to Rome, he triumphed by a de¬ 
cree of the People, in which the authority of the 
Senate had no part. 

* Anvuibusprerlatis. Liv. c. \ Z- Difcolorihti frrpntvm 
jd eft, ut fcribit Floras de in modum vittiu 
fidcnatibus agens. Lib. i. 
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'h R r f°' C. Sulpicius P^eticus, III, 

j:i ’ M. Valerius Publicola. 

7 ^-o Pa- Xhefe Confuls were not elefted till after feve- 

ra I interregna. They were both Patricians. 
Liv. I. - The Plebeians had at this time been admitted to 
c * the Confullhip eleven years. 

Wars abroad gave the Romans little employ¬ 
ment : but the difputes between the two orders 
of the ftate were very warm at home, efpecially 
when the affembly for the eleftion of magiftrates 
was to be held. The Confuls thought, that 
being both Patricians who had received the 
Confullhip, it was not only an inftance of ad- 
drefs and courage, but an engagement of ho¬ 
nour, fur them to tranfmit it in like manner to 
two Patricians. They could not bear the divi- 
fon of it, and perfuaded themfelves, that it 
was neceiTary either to abandon it entirely to the 
People, or deprive them entirely of it. The 
Plebeians on their fide, foaming with rage, ex¬ 
claimed, “ That they fhould be unworthy of 
living, and of the name of citizens, if all of 
C; them together could not preferve a privilege, 
“ which the courage of only two of them (Sex- 
ct tusar.j Licinius) had acquired. That it were 
Cl better to bear the yoke of kings, than that of 
tl Decemvirs, or any other ftill more odious, 
16 than to fuffer two Patricians in the Conful- 
“ fhip together, and confent, that of the two 
“ orders of the State, which ought to divide au- 
c; thority between them, the one fhould always 
lord it in the government, and the other be 
“ condemned to eternal flavery. 7 ’ 

The Tribunes did not fail to blow up the 
fame of difeord ■, but the minds of the People 
were fo generally and fo ftrongly heated alrea¬ 
dy. (hit in the univerfal emotion, their chiefs 

had 
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had no room to diftinguifh themfelves. The ^ R c 
affembly was held feveral times, and nothing 
concluded. The People at length, compelled 
to yield to the tenacious obftinacy of the Con- 
fuls retired in the greateft indignation, and fol¬ 
lowed their Tribunes, who cried out, that there 
was an end of liberty, and that it was necelfary 
to quit not only the field of Mars, but the city 
too, reduced as they were to an infamous (lave- 
ry under the defpotic authority of the Patricians. 

The Confuls, abandoned by part of the People, 
did not fail to continue the affembly, as little nu¬ 
merous as it was, which nominated for Confuls 


M. Fabius Ambustus, III, A. R. 4GT, 

T. Quintius. Ant.c.351. 

The two wars made this year, the one againft R 
the Tiburtes, and the other againft the Tarqui- 
nienfes, were fuccefsful. The latter fnftained a t „f ( ‘ % 
bloody defeat. Amongft the prifoners, of 
whom the number was confiderable, three hun¬ 
dred and fifty-eight of the principal were cho- 
fen out and fent to Rome ■, the reft were put to 
death. Rome did not treat thofe who had been 
referved with lefs feverity. By way of reprilals 
for the fame number of Romans, who had been 
facrificed at Tarquinii in the public place, they 
were fcourged with rods, and then beheaded in 
the Forum at Rome. 

The Romans now made an alliance with the 
Samnites, who fent to demand their amity. 

The creditors continued to opprefs their deb¬ 
tors in a cruel manner. This made the People, 
who were more affedled with their own mife- 
ries than the honour of their order and the pub¬ 
lic intereft, concern themfelves little in refpeft 
to ele&ions. Two Patrician Confuls were again 
chofen. 

F 4 C. 
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C. Sulpicius Pzeticus, IV. 
M. Valerius Publicola, II. 


T. Manlius was created Dictator for a war 
auainfl: the city of Csre, which had aflifted the 
Tarquinienfes in ravaging the territory of 
Rome. The declaration of war opened the 
eyes of the unfortunate Gerites, and made them 
ienfible both of the wrong they had done, and 
their inability to oppofe the Romans with open 
force. They therefore employed more effectual 
arms, in having recourfe to their clemency. 
<c After having confeffed their crime, which 
44 they confidered rather as the effedt of blind 
c4 and involuntary phrenzy, than of a refolu- 
4 4 tion taken in cool blood, they put the Ro- 
“ man people in mind by their embafladors of 
44 the honour they formerly had of giving re- 
lt fuge to their fugitive Gods, and all the cere- 
44 monies of their religious wor/hip, and con- 
44 jured them to fpare a city, which had been 
“ for fome time the depofitory of all that is 
44 moftfacred to the Romans, and which might 
44 be juftiy confidered as the afylum of their 
44 prief s and Vdials, and in fome meafure as 
ct the temple and fancluary of Rome.’* The 
People, more Ienfible to the ancient fervices 


feed vc d 

r • i 
2 J J L * • I - . 



.rc-m the city of Gere, than the late 

• / 

;.i :c had committed, reftored »t to their 
a.:d made a truce of an hundred years 



The cifpute in refpect to the Confulfhip was 
revived again, and prevented the holding of af- 
icmbiies, both Tides obftinately refilling to give 
way. The Dictator abdicated, his time being 
expired, before anything could be concluded. 
Tieven interregnums fucceeded, which included 
the fpace of h*i y-nve days. At kft in the ele¬ 
venth, 
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A. R. 40^, 
Ant.C. 350. 


A. R. 403, 
Ant.C, 349. 
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venth, the Senate confented, that the law Ltd- 
nia fliould take place. 

f. Valerius Publicola. 

C. Marcius Rutilus. 

The laft of thefe Confuls v/as £ Plebeian. TkePleld* 
The reconciliation between the Senate and Peo- 
pie being already much advanced, the two new thcCorjid- 
Confuls applied themfelves to terminating > 
the affair of the debts, which was ftill fome ob- 
flacle to it; and for that purpofe nominated five term i na [ 

* commiflioners, who were charged with that u&, 
matter. The commiffion was neither eafy nor 
agreeable 3 becaufe in affairs of this kind one of 
the parties concerned is always difiatisfied, and 
often both. The commifiioners on this occafion 
adted with all pofiible moderation and prudence. 

As moft of the debtors delayed paying their 
debts, lefs through want of power, than negli¬ 
gence and defeft of order in their affairs, the 
State made itfelf their creditors, and having cau- 
fed tables to be prepared in the Forum with 

money, paid the debts, after having taken fecu- 
rity for the fums advanced: or elfe having or¬ 
dered the value of the houfes and lands of the 

% 

debtors to be juftly ftated, it adjudged them to 
their creditors. By this means, without doing 
injuftice to any body, or giving any caufe of 
complaint, a great number of debts were dif- 
pharged. 


* They were called men fa- they were perfons hive fled with 
rii, which is commonly tranjla - the public authority , and aft*' 
'ted bankers. But in this cafe ing without inter eft* 
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SECT. IL 


Cenfor defied out of the People . War againft the 
Gauls and the Pirates of Greece. Valerius 

kills a Gaul in fugle combat, and is fir named 
Census. He is created Conful at twenty three 
years of age. The Pirates retire . Plague at 
Rome. "Treaty with the Carthaginians. In - 
Ur eft reduced to half what it was before t 
Vdfci , Aniv.itcs, and Aurunci defeated . Temple 
erefied to Juno Monet a . The Romans , at the 
requejt of the inhabitants of Capua, turn their 
arms againft the Sammies , new and formidable 
enemies. They gain a confderable vifiory over 
them under the command of the Conful Vale¬ 
rius. The other army, by the imprudence of 
the Conful Cornelius, is expofed to extreme 
danger, from which it is delivered by the va¬ 
lour and conduct of Decius, a legionary Tri¬ 
bune. The Samnites are entirely defeated . Va¬ 
lerius gains another battle. 

Sulpicius Poeticus V. 

T. Quintius Pennus. 

rr^HESE two Confuls were Patricians. In 

their Confuiftips a truce of forty years 
was granted ro the Faiilci and Tarquinienfes. 

As rhe payment of debts had occafioned a 
great change in the fortunes of many, and a- 
oundance of houfes and lands had been tranf- 
ferrai to new poifeffors, it was thought proper 
to take the Cexfus. The affcmbly being fum- 
mor.ed for the election of Cenfors, Marcius Ru- 
tilus the Plebeian prefented himfelf as a can¬ 
didate for that office. He was the iirft that 
introduced the Dictatorfliip into the order of 
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the People, and made it a point of honour to A. R. 40J- 
do the fame in refpefl to the Cenforfhip. He Ant * c,H? * 
found great oppofition from the Confuls, both 
Patricians, and very zealous for their order. 

But his merit fnperior to the higheft offices of 
the State, and the extraordinary efforts of. the 
People, carried it, and he was elected Cenfor 
with Cn, Manlius. That office from its infti- 
tution, that is to fay during fourfcore and 
twelve years, had always remained in the hands 
of the Patricians. 

Feftius (a) mentions a law propofed by the 
Tribune Ovinius, which impowered the Cenfors 
to create Senators, and to exclude them from 
the Senate, which power till then had vefted 
in the Confuls and Military Tribunes. Feftus 
is the only author who fpeaks of this law. He 
does not fay, when it firft took place *, but it 
is conjeftured to have been puffed this year. 


M. Popillius Laenas III. 
L. Cornelius Scipio. 


A. R. jc 
Ant.C. 347, 


The People re-entered into poffefiion of the 
ConfuHhip, by electing M. Popillius Lamas. 

A confiderable victory gained by that Con- 
ful over the Gauls in a battle, wherein he re¬ 
ceived a wound, did him and the whole order 
cf the People great honour, who granted him a 
triumph with great joy. They afked each 0- 
ther with inward complacency, whether there 
was any room to be diffiitisned with a Plebeian 
Conful. 

The Confulfhip was however given the year 
following to two Patricians. 


(a) Donee Ovinitia Tri- ni ordine optimum quemqne 

bunitia iutervenit, qua fane- curiatim. e Senatu l^gerent. 

turn eit, ut Ceniores ex om- Fiji. in Prsterki SeUatores. 

* 
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L. Fur ius Camillus. 

Ap. Claudius Crassus. 

Rome had two kinds of enemies to repulfe* 
e Gaass, the Gauls on one fide who hardly ever left her at 

S U ''kPi . an( 3 P* rates °f Greece on the other, 
vox. who infefted the coafts of Italy. But what oc~ 

cafioned mod uneafinefs, was the refufal of the 
Latines to fumilh their contingent of troops ac¬ 
cording to the treaty with them, adding, that 
they thought it more advifable to fight for their 
own liberty, than to extend the dominion of 
ftrangers. Rome was. therefore obliged to con¬ 
tent herfelf with her own forces : and for that 
Feafon confidcrably augmented the number of 
the troops (he ufuaily kept on foot. Ten le¬ 
gions were raifed, each confuting of four thou- 
fand two hundred foot, and three hundred 
horfe • which amounted in all to forty five 
thoufand men. (a) Livy adds, that even in 
Auguftus’s time, when Rome was fo powerful, 
it had been difficult to levy fo numerous an ar¬ 
my: that is to fay to levy it immediately, 
Trsd. ! ).:vum exercitum . For Rome, in the time of 
* '■ Auguftus had under arms even in time of peace, 

twenty three or twenty five legions \ but molt 
ot them difperfed in the different provinces of 
the empire. It muft however be confeffed, 
that there is fome obfcurity in Livy’s expreF 
lions. 

The Conful Appius Claudius died during the 
preparations for war, of which the whole care 
tell entirely upon Camillus. It was thought 

<■'' Qjtrn r.unc novum 
eiciCiium, liqua externa vis 

I:«c vires pcpuli Ro- 
k.-iii, ipus vis tenaxoffi ct 


oru-y, contracts in unum 
baud facile eSciant. Liv. 
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injurious to his merit to fubjedt him to the an- 
thority of a Didtator : befides which his name ' rt * ' l 
feemed a good omen for a war againft the 
Gauls. He left two legions to guard the city, 
and divided the reft with the Prater L. Pi na¬ 
nus, who was fent to defend the coafts againft 
the incurfions of the Pirates. He marched him- 
felf againft the Gauls, and having advanced as 
far as the territory of Pomptinus, he encamped 
in an advantageous poft, refolved not to come 
to a general battle, if not forced to it, and 
contenting himfelf with preventing the Gaul* 
from plundering the country, by fending out 
great detachments on all fides for that purpofe. 

He believed adting in that manner was a cer¬ 
tain means to reduce an enemy, who not having 
kid up any provifions, could fubfift his army 
only by pillage. 

Whilft the troops on both fides lay ftill with- Vah.'ixs 
out adting, a Gaul remarkable for the great- ^ f. 
nefs of his Harare, and the fplendor of his arms, ^ ^ 
advanced into the midft of the two armies, bat , and ;? 
ftriking his fhield with his lance. After hav- renamed 

u /*> 

ing caufed filence to be made, he challenged 
the braveft of the Romans to fight by an in¬ 
terpreter. Valerius, a young officer, who hc« 
lieved himfelf no iefs capable of the glory of 
fuch a vidtory than Manlius, accepted his cha- 
lenge, and after having obtained the Conful’s 
orders, advanced with a bold and intrepid air 
againft the Gaul. The too diftinguifhed favour 
of heaven, fays Livy, fomething diminifhed the 
merit of his vidtory. If fame may be believed, 
which delights in adding the marvellous to 

great events, affoon as the Roman came to 
blows with his adverfary, a crow on a hidden 
perched on his helmet, and kept its head al¬ 
ways turned towards the Gaul Valerius con- 

fidcrins 
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■ R * A ~ J / fidcrins; this circumftance as a good omen, im- 

-• r - ° ^ ' 

’ plored the god or goddefs who Tent it to be 
propitious. The crow not only kept its place, 
but during the whole combat, role upon her 
wings, flew at the face and eyes of the 
Gaul with her beak and claws, and did not 
quit him, till terrified with a prodigy that de¬ 
prived him both of the ufe of his eyes and of 
his prefence of mind, Valerius laid him dead on 
the earth. The crow then, having difcharged 
her commixTion, flew away towards the eaft, 
and dilappearea. 

The two armies till then had continued quiet. 
When Valerius was preparing to drip the ene¬ 
my he had killed of his fpoils, the Gauls con¬ 
tinued no longer in their poft. and the Romans 
flew to the aid of their brave officer. The 
action immediatly began round the dead body 
of the Gaul, and loon became a general battle. 
Camillus exhorted his troops, already animated 
by the victory of Valerius, and the vifible pro¬ 
tection of the gods to charge the enemy, and 

fhewing them the young victor covered with 
glorious lpoils: Go foldiers , faid he, follow the 
example of your brave Tribune y and compleat what 
he has begun. They obeyed, and the luccefs 
was not long doubtful, fo much did the fate of 
thr two combatants feem to have decided be¬ 
fore hand that of the two armies. The battle 
was warm and bloody between thofe who firft 

V 

came to blows round the dead Gaul : But from 
the reft the Romans found no refiftance. Their 
enemies fled, without fo much as having dif¬ 
charged their darts. At firft they retired in¬ 
to the country of the Volfci and Falernum, 
from whence they removed into Apulia to¬ 
wards the Upper Sea. The Conful, having 
afTembied the army, gave the young Tribune 

great 
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great praifes, and made him a prefent of ten a.r. 4 o 6 . 
oxen and a crown of gold. This Angular ad- AlltC * 346 * 
venture procured him the firname of Corvus, 

Croze;, which he tranfmitted to his pofterity. 

The Senate having afterwards appointed Ca~ 
millus to march againft the Greek Pirates, he 
joined his troops with thofe of the Pmor. But 
as this war fpun out in length, by order of the 
Senate he declared T. Manlius Torquatus Dicta¬ 
tor, to prefide in the election of Confuls. M. 

Valerius Corvus waschofen, though abfent, and Cor ™ s l* 
only twenty three years of age, which did not 
hinder the People from unanimoufly giving him 
their fuffrages. The Dictator on his fide was W/ww 
infinitely pleafed to contribute to the glory of a 
young officer, who, treading in his fteps, had 
fignalized himfelf in the fame kind of combat. 
Auguftus long after, thought proper to honour -\u!. Gel), 
the wonderful viftory of this illuftrious young 9 * c * 11 * 
Roman, and to confecrate the memory of it, 
by erecting a ftatue to him in the Forum, 
with a crow fluttering upon his head with ex¬ 
panded wings. M. Popillius Lasnas was Cor- 
vus’s collegue. 


M. Valerius Corvus. 

M. Popillius Ljenas IV. 

No memorable adiion paffed in the war with 
the Greek Pirates, who knew no more how to 
fight by land, than the Romans by fea. Being 
repulfed from the coafts, and water as well as 
provifions beginning to fail them, they quirted 
Italy. It is not certainly known by what peo¬ 
ple this fleet was manned, nor from what part 
of Greece they came. Livy believes it had 
been equipped by the Tyrants of Sicily : lor 

Greece properly fo called was fufficiently em¬ 
ployed 
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A.R. 407. 

Ant.C. 345. 


Tl.i'ue at 
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ployed at this time in defending itfelf againfl: 
the invafions of Philip of Macedon, Alexander 
the Great’s father. 

A plague that happened at Rome occafioned 
recourfe to be had to the ceremony called Lee- 



tijlernium, 

The inhabitants of Antium fettle a colony at 
Satricum, and rebuild that city which the La- 
tines had deftroyed. 

The Carthaginians having fent ambaffadors to 
Rome to demand the amity and alliance of the 
Romans, a treaty was concluded with them. 
Livy does not mention a treaty above an hun¬ 
dred and fifty years prior to this, which was 
concluded with the Carthaginians the fame 
year the kings were expelled. Polybius has 
preferved the tenor of it, as well as of that in 
queftion,' which is the Second. The fame au¬ 
thor afterwards cites a third made at the time 
Pyrrhus came to Italy. I fhall defer fpeaking 
of thefe treaties, till I come to the firft Punic 
war. 


A. R 4=2. 
Ant.C. 344« 


T. Manlius Torquatvs. 
C Plautius. 


I at(reft of 

rr.or.n re¬ 
duced to 
half per 

Cir.t. 


Ten years before the intereft of money had 
been fixed at one per cent, per annum 3 unciari - 
um Janus : this year it was reduced to half that ; 
femunciarum Janus. Debtors had three years al¬ 
lowed them for difeharging their debts at four 
different payments, of which one was to be 
made directly, and the three others from year 
to year. This was far from being an entire 

relief to the People, who ftill continued under 
an heavy load, and fuffered much : but the Se¬ 
nate lefs fenfible to the mifery of particulars 
than to public credit, could not refolve to give 

it 
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fo great, a woiind, as to declare debtors dif- A - R - 4 ° 2 * 
charged from their debts. What gave the debt- Ant ‘ C ' 344 ‘ 
ors fome little relaxation, was that no levies 
were made, nor taxes exadted this year. 


M. Valerius Corvus II: 
C. Poet elius. 


A. R. 409. 
Anc-C. 343? 


■ 

The next year the Romans were beforehand 
with the Volfci and Antiates, who were pre - tia!es and 

paring to invade their territory. They were tfeZd 
defeated, the city of Satricum taken and burnt, v 
and the fpoils abandoned to the foldiers. More 
than four thoufand prifoners were taken, who 
were led in triumph before the chariot of the 
Conful Valerius Corvus, and fold for the bene¬ 
fit of the public. Some authors believe that 
they were (laves. 

M. Faeius Dorso. 

Ser. Sulpicius Ca-merin us.’ 

9 

The Aurunci were foon after fubje&ed, and 
the Volfci again defeated. A Temple was now 
erefled to Juno, afterwards firnamed * Moneta. 


A. R. 410, 

Ani.C. 34^* 


A R. 4 TTa 
Ant-C. 541 a 


of 


C. Marcius Rutilus III. 

T. Manlius Torquatus II. 

A Diftator was declared for the expiation 
certain prodigies. 

M. Valerius Corvus III. 

A. Cornelius Cossus. 

• • 

From henceforth we (Fall treat of far more Liv. !. 6 . 
confiderabSe wars than the preceding, whether 2 9 * 


A. R. 4T2. 

Ant.C. 346. 
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a.r. 4 ti * in refpeft to the power and forces of the 
1 * j4 °’ enemy, duration, or the remotenefs of the 

places where they were made. Hitherto the 
Romans had to do with the Sabines, the part 
of Hetruria neareft Rome, the Latines, Herni- 
ci, iEqui, Volfci, and all the little States in 
the neighbourhood of Rome. This year they 
undertook a war with the Samnites, a potent 
and warlike People, who gave place neither in 
valour nor military difcipline to the Romans, 
and like Rome, had vaffals and allies attached 
to their fortune. Every body knows, what (a) 
Horace fays of the young Samnites, accuf- 
tomed early to the rudeft fatigues, and the moil 
fupple obedience. After this war, in which the 
fuccefs was long equal, Pyrrhus appeared upon 
the ftage, and after him the Carthaginians, 
During this interval (b) what a throng of great 
events arofe, and how often did Rome fee her- 
felf expofed to the moft extreme dangers ? 
Thefe, fays Livy, were in a manner the fteps 
by which the empire attained to that height of 
power and greatnefs, of which we can fcarce 
fuftain the weight. 

Eufebius, in his chronicle, mentions a Cenfus 
which feems to agree with this year, wherein 
the number of the citizens amounted to an hun- 


Tct ?,o- 

Tr.izr.i ci 
the requefi 
if iriCarr.~ 
p an: am 
take arms 


dred and fixty thoufand. 

The Samnites, with whom the Romans be¬ 
gan then to meafure their fwords, inhabited 
very near the region of Italy now called Abruz- 
zo. This war was excited by a foreign caufe, 


agair.f. tte (a) Sed rufticorum mafcula Portare fuRes. 

Samnites, militum Hir.Od.6.1. 3. 

r.e-x and Proles, Sabellis docta ligoni- (£) Quanta rerum moles! 
formidable bus Quo ties in extrema pericula 

f .r.emia. Verfare gleba<S: fevers! ver.tum, ut in hanc magni- 

Matris ad arbitnum re- :uJ:i:em, quie vjx fuftinetur, 
oios cr:gi :mpcrium poflet ! Li<v. 

for 
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for they were at that time the friends and al¬ 
lies of the Roman People. The Samnites hav¬ 
ing attacked the Sidicini for no other reafon but 
becaufe they were the ftrongeft, the latter were 
reduced to have recourfe to a more powerful 
people, and made an alliance with the Campa¬ 
nians, who lent them a great name, but were 
really of no great fupport to them, and took 
their defence upon them with more oftentation 
than ftrength. Enervated in (loth and luxury, 
they could not make head againft the Samnites, 
enured and accuftomed by an hard and labo¬ 
rious life to all the exercifes of war, and having 
been defeated in a battle fought in the country 
of the Sidicini, they drew upon themfelves the 
whole weight of the war. They were beat a 
fecond time not far from their capital in an ac¬ 
tion, wherein they loft the greateft part of their 
youth, fo that they had no refource but to 
(hut themfelves up in their city Capua. But 

not believing themfelves fafe there, they ap¬ 
plied to the Romans for aid. 

Their ambafiadors, on being introduced to 
the Senate, fpoke to them in terms to the fol¬ 
lowing effeft. If we came , Fathers, to demand 
your amity at a time when our city was in a 
more flourifhing condition , you would perhaps 
grant it us more readily , hut then you would 
perhaps have lefs reafon to rely upon a lafiing 
fidelity on our part : whereas delivered by your 
aid from enemies, who have fworn our defiruc - 
tion, we cannot but retain eternal gratitude for fo 
important a fervice . We. do not believe your 
union with the Samnites an obftacle to the grace 
we afk. For in making an alliance with them y 
you undoubtedly did not intend to tie up your 
Bands , and deprive yourfelves of the liberty of 
concluding any other treaty . though it does not 

G 2 become 
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hcorns us in cur prefent condition, to fpeak advan - 
iageoufy of onrushes, we can fay however , w/VA- 
cut fating too great a value upon what we are , 
that Capua giving place only to Rome either for 
the extent of its dominions or the fertility of the 
country dependant upon it, jhould you think fit to 
make an alliance with us, it might be of fome, and 
no [mail, ufe to you . O/J the firfi motion of your 
eternal enemies, the Mqui and Volfci, our fituation 
enables us to fall immediately upon their rear, and 
what you fkall now be the firji to aft for our pre- 
'alien, we fhall always do from henceforth for 
ice augmentation of your glory and empire, The 
confeffon we are reduced to make you, is a mourn¬ 
ful cm for us, but of indijperfible necejfty . We 
are upon ike point cf being forced either to fall into 
lie dependence of our friends or of our enemies \ 
of you , if you take upon you our defence ; of the 
Samnites, if you abandon us . You are therefore to 
determine, whether Capua, and all Campania , 
fall augment your own , or the power of the Sam¬ 
nites. We fpeak here to a People, whom no fear 
deters from undertaking wars founded in juftice . 

tfity fi 

w only 
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for us. Would to the Gods we were able to re pre¬ 
fers the mournful filiation of Capua at this mo¬ 
ment, whiljl fe ex pedis with the moft cruel anxie¬ 
ty the anfwer we are to bring back from you, 
which is to decide either her fafety and liberty , or 
her fa very and dpi ruction. 

The ambafladors, after this difeourfe, with¬ 
drew, and the Senate deliberated upon their 
demand. It feemed to deferve abundance of 
attention, and might be of great advantage to 
the State. Capua was the greateft and moft 
op i.Tnc city, and its lands the moft fertile, of 

all 
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all Italy. Its bordering upon the fea, which A * 
facilitated the importation of corn from it, might 
render it the magazine of Rome. Its alliance 
might contribute much towards the conqueft of 
all the countries between Rome and Capua : all 
which motives (hould have had, one would 
think, great weight with an ambitious people, 
affe&ing to extend their dominions perpetually. 
Equity however and faith to their engagements 
prevailed, and made all thofe views of intereft 
vantfh, which are ufually fo powerful in the de¬ 
liberations and councils of princes and republics, 
but which feemed to this wife and auguft affem- 
bly, bafeand unworthy of the Roman greatneis. 
The Conful, having ordered the ambafiadors to 
be called in, made them this anfwerin the name 
of that body. <The Senate , Campanians , are for - 
ry for your prefent condition , and could wifi: it had 
power to affift you with honour : but juft ice will 
not admit us to ??iqke a new alliance with you, in 
violation of one more ancient . (a) IFe are united 
with the Samnites by a folemn treaty , and will not 
take arms againft them , which would be Jlill more 
criminal in the fight of the Gods than injurious to 
men . All that we can do for you on this occafon , 
is to employ our mediation with the Samnites , and 
to defire them by our deputies to defft from their 
hoftilities againft you. We fee here how much the 
faith of treaties was refpefted amongft the Ro¬ 
mans, and that it was a conftant principle 
amongft them, that no new alliance ought to 
contravene one of a more ancient date. 

The ambafiadors, in confternation at an an- 
fwer that gave them up to the hatred and fury 

(a) Samnites nobiicum fee- nes, violatura, adverfus Sam- 
dere juncti funt. Itaque ar- nites vobis negamus. Li~J. 

ma, dc }■) prius, quam homi- 
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fp of the Samnites, had recourfe to another means, 
according to the powers they had received with 
their commiffion at fetting out from home. 
Since, faid they, you will not take upon you the 
defence of our city and ejlates againfi the injuflice 
and violence done us , you certainly will not be able to 
difpence with defending a city, when become part of 
your own dominions. We therefore from this moment , 
Romans, fully and entirely renounce and abandon to 
you the people of Campania and floe city of Capua , 
with the lands, temples cf the Gods , and in one 
word , whatever elje they bold ami pojfefs. JVe ac¬ 
knowledge you for our Sovereigns . Thus whatfo - 
ever evils befal us from henceforth , will befal us 
as your fubjeZs. After this declaration, with 
abundance of tears they extended their hands to¬ 
wards the Confuls, and all proftrated themfelves 
to the ground at the entrance of the Senate. 
This was a molt moving: fight. A rich and 

u O 

powerful people, diftinguifhed till then by their- 
pride and luxury, whofe aid their neighbours 3 
little before had implored, reduced to fo low a 
degree of humiliation, as to deliver up them- 
felves and all they have to aliens and ftrangers. 
The Senate believed that juftice and public faith 
would now not admit them to betray and aban¬ 
don a people, who furrendered themfelves with¬ 
out referve to the Romans •, and that the Sam¬ 


nites would act contrary to equity, if they con¬ 
tinued to arrack a city and country, which they 
fhould be informed, belonged to the Romans as 
their right, from the ceffion made of it to them 
by the Campanians. 

Ambafladors therefore were immediately fent 


to the Samnites, “ to reprefent to them the fup- 
“ plication and requeft of the inhabitants of 
c< Capua, the anfwer made at firft by the Se* 
: c which dearly evidenced their regard 
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* * for the amity of the Samnites, and laftly the 4I *‘ 
c< ceflion made to Rome by the Campanians of 
u their city and all they poffeffed, They had 
u orders to demand of the Samnites, that in 
“ confequence of their amity and alliance with 
<c Rome, they ffiould defift from attacking a 
“ country, which from thenceforth was become 
tl the domain of the Roman people y and, if 
V thefe amicable methods did not fucceed, they 
w were directed to declare in exprefs terms to 
“ the Samnites in the name of the Senate and 
“ People of Rome, that they muft not approach 
“ Capua, nor fet foot on the lands in its de- 
“ pendance.” When this declaration was made 
to the Samnites in full affembly, it put them 
into fuch a fury, that they not only anfwered, 
they would continue the war they had began \ 
but their magiftrates, on the breaking up of the 
council, ordered the generals and officers of the 
army to attend them, and in the prefence of the 
ambaffadors, with a loud voice, commanded 
them to fet out immediately, and to ravage 
and deftroy the country of Capua with fire and 
{word, 

Upon this anfwer the Senate, with the Peo¬ 
ple’s authority, fent the heralds to the Samnites, 
to demand fatisfaftion on account of fo violent 


a proceeding, and, on their refufal, thofe offi¬ 
cers declared war againft them in all the forms. 

The two Confuls had orders to take the field . 
immediately. Valerius marched into Campa- ***^£ 1 * 
nia, and Cornelius for Samnium. The firft mbit *vic- 


encamped near mount Gaurus, and the other “ r y <mir 

near Saticula. ‘Ittsmjir 
The legions of the Samnites marched againft ' ths cm _, 

Valerius: they were of opinion, that the weight manj of 

of the war would fall on that fide; befides 

which they were animated by rage and revenge u ,f '“' 

G 4 againft 
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againft the Campanians, who had been equally 

ready to give aid themfelves, and to call it in 

acainfr them. At the firft fight of the Roman 

camp, their leaders, full of boldnefs, defired 

earneilly to come to a battle, affuring themfelves 

that the Romans would have the fame fuccefs in 

♦ 

aiding the Campanian?, as the latter tpd in aid¬ 
ing the Sidicini. Valerius, after having let fome 
days pafs in fkirmifnes to try the enemy, gave 
the fignal for battle, and exhorted his troops in 
lew words. He reprefented to them, iC That 
they ought not be daunted by this new war 
2nd new enemy. That the farther they re- 
C1 moved from Rome, the weaker and lefs war- 
like they would find their enemies. That 
44 the courage of the Samnites was not to be 
iudged from their defeating the Sidicini and. 
£t Campanians. That the latter had been over- 
46 come more by their own foftnefsand luxury, 
66 than by the forces of -their enemies. Could 
“ two fuccefies of the Samnites during fo many 
44 ages be looked upon as any thing, when 
44 compared with the many glorious exploits of 
<c the Romans, who, fince the foundation of 
“ Rome, reckoned aim oft more triumphs than 
14 years j who had fubdued ail around them in 
44 arms, Sabines, Hetrurians, Latines, Herni- 
44 ci, Volfci, Aiqui, and Aurunci ; who had fo. 
Cv often defeated the Gauls in pitched battles; 
44 and laftiy, had repulfed the Greek pirates 
44 from their coafts with fo much courage and. 
44 fuccefs. That in advancing to battle, each 


44 of them in particular (hould carry with him 
44 the juft confidence with which their bravery, 


a 

tt 

vt 

Cl 


experienced on fo many occafions, and paft 
great actions, ought to infpirethem : but that 
they ought alio to remember under the aufpi- 
ecs of w'.m general they fought A Soldier $ y 
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continued he, it is not my words , but my adions , Ai R - 4 Ia <- 
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that I would have you follow. It is not to the ca¬ 
bals of the Patricians , but to this arm , 
indebted for three Confulfhips , 0 ;;^ the glory to. 
which 1 have attained. There was a time , when 
it might have been faid t What wonder is that ? 

You are a Patrician , defended from the Deli¬ 
verers of our country , the. Confuljhip was in 

your family the fame year that this city be*an to 
have Conjuls. The Confuljhip is now equally open 
to both orders , to the Plebeians as well as Patrici¬ 
ans. It is no longer the fruit of birth > but of 
merit. You ought , foldiers , to raife your views to 
the firft dignities. The new fir-name of Cornus, 
which you have given me in a manner by the order 
of the Gods themfelves , has not made me forget the 
ancient fir-name of Publicola attached to my fami¬ 
ly . I have always, fuftained the honour and duties 
of it. In peace and war , a private perfon or in 
the higheft offices of the ftate , I have always adhe¬ 
red to the People , and ft sail do fo during my life. 

You are now to march with me , under the pro¬ 
tection of the Gods , againft the Sammies , to merit 
a triumph entirely new , of which you are to have 
the. firft fruits. 

(a) Never was general more familiar with his 
foldiers than Valerius: he made no difficulty to 
divide all the labours and military employments 
with them. In the games, wherein the troops 
contended man to man for the prizes of fwiftnefs 

(a) Non alius milici dux afpernari parem, qui fc of- 
familiarior fuit, omnia inter ferret: fa&is benignus pro re, 
infimos militum baud gra- di&is baud minus libertatis 
vate munia obeundo. In ludo alienre quam fuze dignitatis 
pneterea militari, cum veio- memor; quo nihil popu- 
citatis viriuaique inter fe a> lari us eft, quibus artibus pe- 
qnales certamina ineunt, co- tierat magiftratus, iifdem ge- 
miter facilis, vincere ac vinci rebat. Liv. 
vuit eodem ; nee quemquam. 

in 
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; n running and ftrength of body, he accepted 
* ^ 4a v/ith furprizing eafinefs and popularity the chal¬ 
lenge of the firft comer, and knew how to con¬ 
quer or be overcome with the fame air. He 
was liberal and beneficent, but bellowed his fa¬ 
vours with judgment. He was attentive in his 
difcourfe not to injure the liberty of others, and 
was no lefs fo to fupport his own dignity •, 
and he perfectly pofiefled the art of defcending 
without demeaning himfelf. In a word, in the 
exercife of the firft offices of the Hate he retain¬ 
ed the virtues by which he had deferved them j 

a conduft infinitely agreeable to the multitude, 
and very uncommon with thofe who attain great 
dignities. 

It is eafy to judge how much impreffion the 
difcourfe of fuch a perfon mull make upon the 
troops. It was received with univerfal applaufe. 
The army, full of fpirit and ardor, marched 
out of the camp to battle. The hopes and for¬ 
ces were equal on both fides. Both were full of 
confidence in themfelves, without defpifing the 
enemy. Their late almoft ftill recent fuccefles, 
the two important victories gained by the Sam* 
nites, augmented their courage extremely *. but 
a glory of four hundred years, and as ancient as 
Rome itfelf, infpired the Romans with another 
kind of refolution. What gave both fome dif- 
quiet, was their having a new, and hitherto mu¬ 
tually unknown, enemy to engage with. The 
battle fhewed their difpofitions effedtually. Ic 
was long doubtful, the victory inclining neither 
to one fide nor the other. The Conful, feeing 
that notwithftanding all his endeavours he could 
not break the enemy, made the cavalry advance 
to put them into diforder, which had no better 
fuccefs, the place being too narrow for their 
evolutions. Valerius then leaping from his 

horfe > 
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horfe ; Soldiers , faid he to the foot, this battle 
regards me: Come on. I am going to open you a 
my into tbofe troops -where you fee the lances Jo 
thick. The horfe at the fame time having 
wheeled off by his order to the two wings, he 
advanced to the enemy, and killed the firft he 
met. The foldiers, animated by feeing their 
general confront dangers in that manner, made 
extraordinary efforts. The Samnites did the 
fame on their fide, and maintained their ground 
without giving way, though they had more 
wounded than the Romans. The battle had al¬ 
ready continued for fome time, and the (laugh¬ 
ter was very great in the foremoft ranks of the 
Samnites, but they continued in their poft with¬ 
out thinking of flight, fo firmly had they refol- 
ved not to be conquered, and to yield only to 
death. The Romans therefore, perceiving their 
ftrength decline through fatigue, and that night 
approached, adluated by anger and the defire of 
conquering, made a laft effort, and threw them- 
felves headlong upon the enemy. The ranks 
of the Samnites began then to be in diforder, 
and they retired •, foon after which they fled with 
precipitation. Great numbers of them were ei¬ 
ther killed or made prifoners, and few had efca- 
ped, if night had not put an end rather to the 
vidtory than the battle. The Romans confefied, 
that they had never engaged fo obftinate an 
enemy before: and the Samnites on their fide, 
when they were afked what was the firft caufe 
that had occafioned their flight, notwithftanding 
their ardor for the battle, anfwered, that feeing 
the eyes of the Romans fparkling with fire, and 
their whole vifage enflamed with rage and a 
kind of fury, they could not fuftain their terri¬ 
ble looks. Their terror appeared not only in 
the fuccefs of the battle, but in their precipitate 

4 retreat 
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rerreat in r ^ e n ^ ir w i l ^ out carrying off any 
thing with them. The Romans, finding their 
camp abandoned the next morning, took confih 
derable fpoils in it; and the Campanians re¬ 
paired thither in a body, to exp refs their grati¬ 
tude to the victor. 

The joy for this victory was foon after inter- 
rupted by the extreme danger to which the other 

‘c c 'theC-.- army was expofed. The Conful Cornelius, ha- 
/ul Corns- ving marched from Saticula, imprudently en- 
ilui iiix- terec j a forea that had no way into it but 

P. lutj - X ‘ through a deep valley, without having ufed the 

tf'iTKz oan- * o 

gzr ; fiiz precaution ol lending a detachment before him 

to view the places and learn news of the ene- 
fpff hL m Y- He did not perceive, that they had feized 

the eminences, and were over his head, till he 
baTph dc- was too far advanced to retire. The Samnites 
n. delaying to attack, him only till his whole army 

riinare was en g a g c d in the valley, P. Decius, Tribune of 
rziiuh y - the foldiers, perceived an hill in theforeft, which 
f -u-A commanded the enemy’s camp. The accefs to 
hv. 1. j c was ver y difficult to a body of troops laden 
" * with baggage, but ealy to foldiers who carried 
only their arms. That officer finding the Con¬ 
ful in the urmoft perplexity : Do you fee, faid 
he, that eminence which is above the enemy , and 
vs bid: they have not taken care to feize ? Our pre - 
fsrvation depends upon petting ourfdves there . For 
tb.it purpofe , I afk only the * Principes and Ha- 
fcan :f one legion . When I have gained the fum - 
Tni: of that bill, purfue your march without fear, 
a ttured of preferring t yourfelf and your army . Tbe 
enemy y expofed to our darts , cannot move without 
ex poping toemfelves to the danger of being cut to 

As for us , either the good fortune of the 
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amounted in ell to t~j:o thou- 
fand four hundred men. 
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Roman people , or our own valour , will bring us A ■ R - + 11 / 
off. The Conful having praifed him highly, An " ' j4 ° 
gave him the detachment he afked, with which 
he croffed the foreft, without being perceived , 
by the enemy, till he was juft upon the fpot he 
was marching to feize. The Samnites were in 
a great furprize \ and whilft their eyes were en¬ 
tirely fijced upon Decius and his troops, they 
gave the Conful time to march his army to a 
place of fafety. As for Decius, he halted up¬ 
on the top of the hill. 

Whilft the Samnites, in their uncertainty and 

fufpence, deliberated upon the conduct they 
fhould obferve, they put it out of their power 
to aft, not being able either to purfue the Con¬ 
ful without entering into the fame defile through 
which he had paffed with fo much danger, or 
making the troops climb the eminence which 
Decius had feized. They determined however 
upon the latter, through the defire of avenging 

themfelves upon thofe who had deprived them 
of fo fair an occafion, induced to it alfo by the 
proximity of their poft, and the fmall number 
of troops of which that detachment confifted. 

They therefore thought one while of furround¬ 
ing the hill with troops on all fides, to prevent 
their rejoining the Conful; and another, of 
leaving the paffage open in order to attack them 
in their defeent. Whilft they were in fufpence, 
and fluftuating between the two opinions, the 
night came on. Decius conceived at firft, that 
they would have attacked him, and prepared to 
give them a warm reception from the higher 
ground where he was pofted. He was much 
furprized afterwards, when he faw, that they 
did notrefolve either to charge him, or at leaft, 
if the difadvantage of the place difeouraged 
them, to furround him with intrenchments in 

order 
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2 - order to deprive him of all hopes of efcaping. 

' Having affembled the Centurions: We are very 
fortunate, comrades, laid he, to have to do with 
enemies, who are abfolutely ignorant of the rules of 
war, and of inconceivable Jlownefs and neglett. 
Wbilfl they have been con fulling, and making fo 
many irregular and uncertain movements, they 
miiht have furrounded us with intrenchments on all 

o J 

fides . But that feems the leaft of their thoughts . 
We Jhould refemble them, if we continued longer 
here than were neccffary. Follow me then, and 
wbifi fome light remains, let us obferve where they 
pofi their guards , and by what way we /hall get 
off from hence. This they did immediately, in 
the habit of private foldiers, to avoid being 
fufpedted and known by the enemy. 

He afterwards planted the fentinels, and fent 
orders to the foldiers to come to him, in filence 
and armed, at the fecond watch of the night: 
that was the fpace of three hours from fun-fet to 
midnight. When they repaired to him in con- 
fequence, he fpoke to them as follows: Ton rnujl 
keep the fame fierce, foldiers, whilfl I am /peak¬ 
ing to you , as you did in coming hither . When 1 
have told you what I have to fay, let tbofe who 
approve it go to the right without making any 
noife: the opinion of the majority fall determine us. 
I come now to my thoughts . Thai the enemy keep 
you here furrounded , is neither owing to your want 
of courage nor fownefs to act. Your valour brought 
you hither: your valour muft find you the means 
of departing from hence . In coming to this hill, 
you have faved the army of the Roman people : 
now fave yourfehes in retiring from this place . 
We have an enemy to deal with, who may truly be 
/aid to be blind, and who having it yefterday in bis 
power to ruin our whole army in the defile it had 
entered, and either to prevent us from pofiing our- 

felves 
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[elves upon this eminence, or to [hut us up within a- 
good works upon it, x has neither feen nor done any Ant 
thing of all this . After having deceived them in 
this manner in day-light, and with their eyes open , 
it is neceffary now for you to deceive them again 

whiljl they jleep . I fay ?ieceffary ; for as we have 
nothing here but our arms and our courage, and 
tnuft perifh with hunger and thirft if we continue , 
it is abfolutely neceffary to remove from hence . The 
queftion only is, whether we Jhall do fo by night or 
by day . And this feems to me a matter that re¬ 
quires ftill lefs deliberation . For if we flay till 
day , who knows but the enemy , whom you fee dif- 
perfed quite round our hill, may inclofe it within 
fofses and intrenchments . And if only the night be 
the proper time for the execution of our defign, 
which is incont eft able, the prefent hour is the moft 
favourable we can chufe, becaufe that at which 
men are heavieft with jleep . As then you will find 
all the enemy s foldiers afleep, you will either pafs 
through them without being perceived, or, if they 
wake, you may put them into a condernation by 

raifing great cries on a fudden . After having fol¬ 
lowed me to this place, now follow me from hence . 

As for me, I abandon myfelf to the fame fortune 
that brought us hither . Let thofe who approve my 
opinion go to the right . 

All did fo to a man, and followed Decius 
where the enemy had notpofted fentinels. They 
had paffed half their camp, when a foldier hap- r 
pening to clafh his arms againft the Ihield of a 
fentinel that lay afleep, the latter awoke, and gave 
others the alarm. They did not know whether 
they were friends or enemies: whether they were 
the detachment come down from the hill ; or 
the Coiiful, who had made himfelfmafter of the 
camp. Decius that moment made his troops 
raife great cries. The Samnites, ftill half afleep. 
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vu:-*c anc ^ fozzi with terror, could neither take arms 
^ readily, oppofe the paffage of the Romans, nor 
purfue them. The latter, taking advantage of 
that confufion, kept going forwards, and killed 
all that came in their way. When they were 
out of danger, as it was not far from day, De- 
cius nude his troops halt, and faid to them, 
Tour valour , foldrers , is worthy of admiration . 
All eyes will applaud this hold and happy enter- 
prize, But it is not fit that night fhould cover 
fo glorious a return with darknefs and obfcurity. 
Let us flay here till day , that the Sun may wit- 
nefs your triumphant entrance into the camp . He 
was obeyed. 

Affoon as it was day, they marched on, 

after having difpatched a courier to the Conful, 
The news of their return having fpread in the 
camp, occafioned incredible joy, and the troops 
in emulation of each other went out to meet 
thofe generous and intrepid foldiers, who had 

expofed themfelves to certain danger for their 
prefervation. They praifed and congratulated 
them, calling them all in general, and every 
one in particular their prefervers, their deliver¬ 
ers. They returned thanks to the gods for fo 
manifeft, fo diftinguilhed a proteftion : and as 
for Decius, they extolled him to the Ikies. 
This was a day of triumph to him. He 
marched through the camp with his victorious 
troops in the midft of the higheft applaufes of 
the whole army, who had their eyes fixed on 
him alone, and by the titles of honour, which 
they contended with each other in giving him, 
equalled the Tribune in all things with the Con- 
ful. The Conful had already called the affem- 
bly, and was beginning to give Decius the 
praifcs he fo juftly deferved, when the 'latter in¬ 
terrupted him, and reprefented, that there was 
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'no time to Iofe, and that the moments were A • R * 4u 
precious. He induced him therefore to make n 340 


the troops march directly again ft the enemy, 
who had not yet recovered their confternation in 
the night, were difperfed in dilorder around the 
hill, and of whom he believed many fent in 
purfuit of him, were ftill draggling up and 
down in the lb reft. The legions fee out imme¬ 
diately, and came up with the enemy, whom 
they attacked when they lead expefted it. Moft 
of their troops difperfed on all Tides, could nei¬ 
ther unite in one body, nor take arms, nor re¬ 
tire into their intrenchments. The legions pur- 
fued them in their camp, which they took. 
All they found in it were put to the fword, to 
the number of thirty thoufand. 

The Conful having then no other care upon 
his hands, called an aflembly the fecond time, 
and did the juftice which was due to the ge- „ 
nerous enterprizeof Decius, the glory of which 
the laft action had infinitely augmented. Be- 
fides other military prefents, he gave him 
a crown of gold, an hundred oxen, and a white 
one with gilt horns. To each of his foldiers, 
he gave a double allowance of corn for ever, 
with an ax and two habits' for the prefent. 
After the Conful had diftributed his rewards, the 
legions placed the crown obfidionalis on the head 
of Decius: this was a mark of acknowledg¬ 
ment given by the foldiers to the officer who 
extricated them out of any dangerous poft, where¬ 
in they had been inverted by the enemy: it 
was compofed of turf. The foldiers of his de¬ 
tachment gave him another of the Time kind. 
Decius facrificed the ox with the gilt horns to 


Mars •, and gave the other hundred to the fob 
diers who had followed him in this action. The 
legions made each of the lame ibkiie 
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lent of a pound of flour, and a * Sextarius of 
wine. All thel’e military prefents were attended 
with the cries and acclamations of the army, un¬ 
doubted proofs of its fincere and univerfal joy. 

A third battle was fought with the fame 
people. The Samnires whom Valerius had put 
to flight in the firft battle, having drawn all 
their youth together, refolved to make a lad 
effort, and aflembled near Suefllila. The in¬ 
habitants of that place fent immediate advice of 
their motions to Valerius, imploring his aid. 
He immediately fet out without baggage, leav¬ 
ing a (Irons guard for the defence of his 

C? O JD 

camp in cafe of attack, approached the enemy, 
and encamped upon a ground of moderate ex¬ 
tent not far from them. The Samnites at firft 
offered him battle, but feeing that he did not 
move, they advanced to infult his camp. Judg¬ 
ing of the number of his troops from the (mail 
extent of his camp their ardour augmented, and 
they demanded permiffion of their officers to 
force it. The war would have been determined 
by that rath enterprise, if their Chiefs had not 
checked their impetuofity. As they began to 
want provifions, part of their troops difperfed 
about the country to forage, whilft fear, as they 
imagined, kept the Romans (hut up in their 
camp. They even flattered themfelves, that the 
latter would foon be reduced by famine, hav¬ 
ing only the provifions they had brought with 
them upon their (boulders. When the Conful 
jaw the enemy difperfed on all Tides in the coun- . 
try, with few troops to fuftain them 5 after hav¬ 
ing animated his troops by a fhort exhortation, 
he led them on againft the enemy’s camp, and 

[a) 77v sextsrivs ■v:as the Jixtb part if a Cc-nfus, a littlt 
tx:n than tie pi r -t. 

made 
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made himfelf matter of it at the firft attack. A - R - 4»*. 
Great numbers of them were killed, and more nv ’ ' 34 °* 


in their tents than at the gates of the camp 
and on the works. Having caufed all the en- 
figns he had taken to be laid together, and left 
a confiderable body of troops to guard the camp 
he had juft feized, with exprefs orders not to 
touch the fpoils till his return, he marched in 
good order againft the Samnites difperled a- 
bout the country, whom he had firft taken care 
to make his cavalry furround, in order to drive 
them like beafts into a net, fo that they could 
not efcape him. The {laughter in effeft was 
very great, becaufe they neither knew whether 
to draw up in a body, retire to their camp, o t 
fly fome other way. Forty thoufand Shields 
were taken not that the number of the dead 


was fo great, but becaufe the alarm and flight 
had been general ; and the colours, including 
thofe already taken in the camp, amounted to 
an hundred and feventy. When this expedi¬ 
tion was over, the Conful returned to the ene¬ 


my’s camp, and the whole booty was abandon¬ 
ed to the foldicrs. 


The good fuccefs of this campaign againft 
the Samnites put a flop to the bad defigns of 
fome of the States in the neigbourhood of 
Rome who meditated war. The report of it 
fpread as far as Carthage, who fent ambafiadors 
to congratulate the Romans upon it, with a 
crown of gold weighing twenty-five pounds, to 
be placed in the temple of Jupiter in the Capitol. 

The two Confuls triumphed over the Sam¬ 
nites. Deeius followed their chariot, carrying 
the rewards with which his valour had been 


honoured: and the fcldiers, in their fongs, 
wherein the military freedom prevailed, gave 
the Tribune equal praifes with the two Confuls. 
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SECT. III. 

The Roman foldiers fent into winter quarters at 
Capua, form a con [piracy againft the inhabi¬ 
tant:. It is difccvered . They revolt againft the 
Commonwealth iifclf. Valerius Corvus the 
Dictator apteafes the [edition. The Sammies de¬ 
mand peace. The La tines haughtily require the 
Romans to confer!, that one of the two Confuls 
Jball be elected out of their nation. JVar is de¬ 
clared again;} them. Dream of the two Confuls. 
Manaus T:or qua! us puts his foil to death for 
having fought contrary to his orders. Deem, 
the other Conful, devotes hitnfelf for the army , 
which gains a famous victory over the Latines . 
Refections upon the action of Lor qu at us. The 
war continued againft the Latines. Three laws 
much againjl the Senate are paffed. All the 
Latin States are conquered and entirely [ob¬ 
jected to the Romans. A Vefial is condemned. 
Toe Preetorjbip conferred upon a Plebeian. 
Roman ladies convicted 
niftccd. 

T H E duputies of Capua and SuefTula ap¬ 
plied to the Roman People, andearneft- 
ly iollicited them, that they would fend gar- 
rilbns to quarter amonglt them during the win¬ 
ter, in order to defend them againft the Sam- 
nites, who made frequent incurfions into their 
country, and ravaged their lands. This favour, 
which they had no trouble to obtain, was very 
near proving fatal to them. The Romans on 
one fue, accuftomed to an hard and fober life, 
did not know how pernicious a city plunged 

in vcluptuoufncls might be to their manners: 
md the Campanians, on the other, were no lefs 

ignorant 


cf pcifomug , and pit- 
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'ignorant of the dangers of admitting a foreign ^ 
garrifon. Both people foon made a fad expe- nt ’ * 3 ' f " 
rience of thefe things. 

(a) Capua, whofe exceffive luxury even in TbefoUi- 
thofe days was highly capable of corrupting er * fiy 
military difcipline, foon foftened the foldiers 
Rome had fent thither, by the delicious living/» c, r .,a f 
and pleafures with which he fupplied them in f !,/n 
abundance, and made them abfolutely forget 

, • * L • • D -T a "j! tl.'d 

their own country. During their winter quat- )nimbi- 
ters, they concerted meafures for depriving the twts. 
Campanians of their city by the fame * crime, Llv *J- 
as themfelves had formerly taken it from its 
ancient inhabitants, and made ufe of their own A.R. 552. 
example againft them. The Roman foldiers 
conceived their defign founded in reafon. For % 
faid they, is it reafonnble , that the Campanians , 
who are incapable of defending their per fins and 
eflates themfelves , Jhould pojfifs the moft fertile 
country of Italy , and inhabit fi fine a city , in pre¬ 
ference to a victorious army\ who at the price of 
their fweat and blood have driven out the Samnites ? 

In confequence they formed the barbarous de¬ 
fign of malTacring the inhabitants of Capua, 
and of eftablifhing themfelves in their room. 


C. Marcius Rutilus IV. 
Servilius. 


A. R. 41 

AntiCi 339 f 


The confpiracy could not be kept fo fecret, Tbecafi. 
but that the principal magiftrates had intelli- f.f 

r • -pi • ro • i i ‘I’Jcove'-tc, 

gence or it. lne province or Campania had t i }e [M\ cv$ 
fallen by lot to Marcius. He was a man of W?// n- 
ability and experience, was now Conful for the ?fi in d the 
fourth time, and had been Diftator and Cenfor. 


(<2) Jam turn minime falu- voluplatum 
bris militari difciplince Ca- turn animos 
pua, iniirumento omnium ria patriae. 
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Having been apprized on his arrival, of all 
the projects that had been formed, he thought it 
neceffary to elude them by addrefs and with¬ 
out noife. The firft means that he ufed was to 

fpread a report, that the troops fhould continue 
the following year in the fame winter quarters \ 
for they were cantoned into different towns, 
but had all entered into the confpiracy and acted 
in concert. He thereby gave them room to 
believe, that they would have fufficient time 
for accomplifliing their defign, and wifely re¬ 
tarded the execution of it. The confpiracy in 
confequence was not carried on witlrfo much 
vivacity, and flackened much in its heat for the 
preient. 

When the Conful took the field with the ar¬ 
my, whilft the Samnites remained quiet, he made 
it his bufinefs todifperfe the principal confpirators 
cn all Tides under different pretexts. He fent 
away whole companies that he fufpefted, and 
permitted them to return to Rome by way of 
favour, and to give them the fatisfaftion of fee¬ 
ing their families. The confpirators at firft 
fjiprcted nothing, and took the benefit of the 
General's indulgence with joy. But afterwards, 
rutting diuerent circumftar.ces together, they 
were particularly ftruck with the great number, 
that h_d obtained le-ave to be ablent fo eafily, 
or whom the major part were fuch, as had de¬ 
clared themfelves moft for the confpiracy ; and 
thence proceeding to refledl ferioufly upon the 
Con ful’s conduct, they rightly fufpefted the 
myftery of it. They were then feized with 
rerror. They apprehended, that they fhould 
be made victims to the inexorable revenge of 
the Senate, and refolved to take meafures for 
their own 1’ecuritv. 


A 
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A Cohort, that is to fay a body of about five 
hundred men, inftead of going to Rome, halt¬ 
ed in a * narrow pals, in order to receive thofe 
whom the Conful difmiifed every day. A 
great body of troops were foon formed in this 
place, and wanted only a general to form a com- 
pleat army. A man of great reputation was 
neceffary for that office, and they had no fuch 
perfon amongft them. They could not think 
of bringing one from Rome. For what Patri¬ 
cian or Plebeian would accept of lb dangerous 
a commitlion ? In this exceeding perplexity 
they were informed, that at a country houfc 
not far off, aftually refided an illuftrious Patri¬ 
cian, named T. Quintius, who had formerly 
diftinguiftied himfelf in war, but had been ob¬ 
liged by his wounds to quit the fervice, and paf- 
fed his time, remote from trouble and ambition, 
in the tranquillity of a country life. .They did 
not imagine, that they fhould be able to en¬ 
gage a man of that character to accept their 
offer voluntarily. They therefore went in the 
night to feize his perfon ; and having declared 
to him that he muft either refolve to accept the 
command, or die, they forced him to put himfelf 
at their head: after which they marched dired- 
ly for Rome. 

They were within eight miles of it, when 
they were informed that an army was advancing 
to meet them, under the command of M. Va¬ 
lerius Corvus, who had been created Dictator 
upon the news of this revolt, and the year be¬ 
fore had commanded the fame rebellious troops 
in quality of Conful. Affoon as they came in 
view of the other army, and diibvred the 
Roman arms and eagles, that fig:/, ibluv.ed 
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them, and the love of their country refuming 
its place in their hearts, their fury grew calm in 
an in {fan t. V; They had not yet acquired the 
barbarous courage to fhed the blood of their 
citizens; they knew no wars but with ftran T 
gers, and believed a reparation from their 
country the laft excefs of frenzy. The lea¬ 
ders and foldiers on both Tides in confequence 
fought only to approach each other. The two 
Generals had an interview at the head of their 
armies with very pacific difpofitions. Quintius 
verfe to carrying arms even for his country, 
was far from being willing to employ them 
again ft it. Corvus loved his whole country 
paliionarely, and in particular the troops, but 
especially the old foldiers. 

Affoon as Corvus appeared, and the muti¬ 
neers faw him, they expreffed the higheft re- 
fpect for him, whilft his own troops kept a 
profound filence. Soldiers , fays Corvus, in fet - 
ting out from Rome, 1 implored the immortal gods, 
the gods of cur country , your gods as well as, 
mine, that I might return from hence with the 
gd-ry, not of having conquered , but of having re- 
c wiird you. I have had , and ft jail fill have 
Sufcieat ccc.firns, oj acquiring glory in war: here 
ad I jock is Tea::, ll'bai I (fked of the gods in 
! !* 5 1 rarer s I made to them , you, foldiers , can 
mace me obtain, if you will only remember , that 
yu are n:i incam:ed in the country of the 
Sam idles and Vclfci , but in the territory of Rome: 
Scat ibefe balls, which you fee , are the hills of 
y'ur county: that this army in front of you , is 
comfcfed of your fellow citizens: and that I am 
your Corfui, under whom laft year you twice dc- 
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feated the legions of the Sammies, and as often took 
their camp . Tes, Soldiers, 1 am M. Valerius Cor- 
who never took any advantage of ilhftrious birth 
but to do you the greateft fervices, and never any 
wrong: who am not the author of any rigorous 
law, of any decree of the Senate, of which you 
can complain: and who in all the commands I 
have had , have ever been more fevere to myfelf 
than to you. If birth, valour, and dignities could 
infpire any one with pride and haugbtinefs, I was 
of a family, had given proofs of bravery, and 
had attained the firft office of the State at an age, 
when I might, being Conful at three and twenty , 
have made not only the People, but the Senate fear 
me. During this firft Confulfhip, did I either aft, 
or /peak, in any other manner, than when I 
was only tribune of a legion ? I retained the 
fame moderation in my two following Confulfloips, 

and am ftill determined to do Jo in this high office 
of Diftator , with which it has been thought pro¬ 
per to inveft me, and not to treat thofe foldiers, 
who are mine and their countries, with more le¬ 
nity and indulgence, than you, who , 1/peak it with 
horror, are its enemies. Ton therefore Jhall draw 
the fword againft me, before I draw it againft 
you : If we muft fight, the trumpet Jhall firft 
found the charge, and the cry of battle and at¬ 
tack begin firft, on your fide , After fome other re¬ 
flexions, he addreffed himfelf to the general 
of the mutineers thus : 7 *. Qirintius, however 
you happen to be here, whether out of choice, or 
in effieft of force , if we maft come to blows, do 
you retire into the rear . It will be more ho¬ 
nourable for you even to fly before your country, than 
to fight againft it. Now the queftion is to ne¬ 
gotiate peace, it becomes you to appear in the 
front, and to make yourfelf the mediator of an ac¬ 
commodation. As for you, foldiers, propofe equi¬ 
table 
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• table conditions to us: though , however that be 9 it 
were belter for us to fubmit to the moft unjuft , than 
to imbrue our bands in blood which ought to be fa - 
end to us. 

Qumiius fpoke with tears almoft to the fame 
effect to his troops. Soldiers , faid he, if I can 
be of any ufe to you, it is alfo rather in ref pelt to 
peace than war. It is neither a Volfcian , nor a 
Samr.iie, who has juft fpoke to you *, but a Roman , 
your Q.njuly your general. You have experienced 
his good fortune in command. Do not expofe your - 
jelves to making proof of it againft you . The Se¬ 
nate might have commijfioned generals to march 
againft you , who would have been more willing to 
proceed to fatal extremities: but they have made 
choice of one who might be moft inclined to fpare 
you as his fcldiers , and in whom you could place 

moft corf.denee as ytur general. Thofe who are 
capable of conquering defire peace . Let us then 
renounce thofe deceitful and pernicious counfellors, 
rage and hope , and more wtjely abandon ourfelves 
without referve to a goodnefs and fidelity too well 
known to be fuf[ ecled. 

This advice being generally approved, Quin- 
tius returned to the Dictator, declared to him 
that the troops put themlelves in his hands, 
and earnedly befought him to make himfelf 
toeir advocate and defender with the Senate and 
People. He added, “ That as to what con- 
“ cerned himfelf, he had no precautions to 
“ take; and that he relied upon his innocence : 
a but that as to the ioldiers, it would be proper 
“ to do for them what was formerly done for 
“ the People, when they retired to the Sacred 
u Mountain, and afterwards for the army in 
tc the time of the Decemviri ; that is to fay, to 
“ decree that what was pad fhould not be im- 
“ puted as a crime to the foldiers, and that 

“ they 
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c< they fhould never be molefted on that ac- 
“ count.” 

The Di&ator, after having praifcd Quintius 
as he deferved, and given great hopes to the 
reft, returned immediately to Rome. He had 
no trouble in obtaining pardon for the criminals, 
their great number making impunity almoft ne- 
ceffary. Having affembled the People, with 
the approbation of the Senate he propofed and 
paffed a decree in the affembly, that no one 
fhould be molefted for having feparated from 
the army, and formed a party. He alfo aflced 
as a favour of the Romans, that no reproaches, 
either in jeft or earned, fhould be caft upon any 
of them. 

At the fame time a military law was paffed, 
to prohibit ftriking the name of a foldier off the 
lift without his confent. The fame law declared, 
that whoever had been Tribune of a legion, 
fhould be incapable of being a Centurion after¬ 
wards. The confpirators demanded this article 
on account of P. Salonius, who was almoft al¬ 
ways alternately, one year a Tribune, and the 
next firft Centurion, called afterwards Vrimipi- 
lus . The foldiers had a grudge againft him, 
becaufe he had always oppofed their plot, and 
to avoid having any fhare in it, had retired 
from Lautula. As the Senate reje&ed this arti¬ 
cle out of regard for him, he defired that they 
would comply with it for the fake of peace * 
which was granted. 

Another no lefs violent demand of the fame 
foldiers was to reduce the pay of the horfe, 
which was thrice as much as that of the infan¬ 
try. They were angry with the cavalry for 
having always oppofed their confpiracy. 

Livy mentions feveral other laws which they 
obtained, but without any certainty $ and even 

the 
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.h. 413• the reality of thofe we have fpoken of, may be 
335 'doubted. And indeed, it would be very fur- 
prizing, forfoldiers, who ought to have thought 
themfelves very happy in being pardoned their 
rebellion, to have been fo infolent to demand, 
that fuch of their comrades as had oppofed 
them, fhould be punifhed, and the Senate fo 
weak as to grant it 3 otherwife we mud fuppofe 
the army of the rebels to have been very nume¬ 
rous and formidable. 

The fedition of which we have juft fpoke, 
was the firft in which the Roman troops marched 
in arms againft their country. But to confider 
the eafy and immediate manner, in which it is 
appealed without cofting a droop of blood, it 
ought in my opinon to be looked upon lefs as 
a revolt formed coolly and with reflection, than 
as a fudden and tranfient ftartof phrenzy almoft 
involuntary, which hurries on thefe foldiers 
without knowing what they do, and which, far 
from exringuifhing the love of their country in 
their hearts, (hews how profoundly it was im¬ 
planted in them, as at the firft remonftrance of 
the Dictator it awakens on a fudden in all its vi¬ 
gour. The Romans were not yet fufceptible of 
thofe monftrous excefles which civil war excites: 
Nondum erant tarn fortes ad fanguinem civilem • 

That fury, that barbarity, was referved for the 

latter unfortunate times of the commonwealth, 
when we {hall fee the Roman (a) armies marching 
againft each other with flying colours, and Rome 
fwimming in the blood of her citizens. 

For the reft, we cannot too much admire the 

. * • 

addrefs and prudence, with which this whole af¬ 
fair is conduced both by the Conful and the 

( a) - — -Infeftis obvia fignis 

Signa, pares abulias, & pila minantia pilis. Lucan. 

Di&ator. 
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Diftator. I do not know whether a more elo- a. r. 4 i 3 . 
quent, more moving, and more perfuafive dif- Ant,c ' 32 * 
courfe than that of Valerius Corvus to the muti- . 
nous troops is to be found in hiftory. To know 
the human heart well, and how to influence the 
minds of men by gentle and infinuating methods 
to the purpofe intended, is a great talent, and a 

fcience highly neceffary to thole who have the 
adminiftration of governments. 


C Plautius, II. 

L. .ZEmilius Mamercinus. 


A. R. 414. 
Ant.C. 3 3 S» 


The rumour of the fedition of the Roman Liv. 1- 
foldiers, and the war with the Samnites, made 0, x ’ 2 ' 
fome States defpife the alliance of the Romans. 

The Privernates in particular, byfudden ineur- 
fions ravaged the lands of Norba and Setia, Ro¬ 
man colonies. The Conful Plautius foon put 
an end to thofe diforders. 

iEmilius, the other Conful, to whom the war Tic 
againft the Samnites had fallen by lot, entered " i}fs 
their country, and found them entirely quiet. 

With hispermiflion they fent deputies to theSe-' 
nate, to demand peace of the Romans, and per- 
miffion to make war againft theSidicini. Thofe 
deputies reprefented, that the Samnites were an¬ 
cient allies of Rome, and 4C that the Sidicini, 

“ againft whom they demanded leave to make 
46 wars had always been their enemies, and ne- 
“ ver the friends of the Romans.” The Se¬ 
nate, after having deliberated upon the affair, 
replied: “ It was not the fault of the Romans, 

“ that the alliance with the Samnites had not 
“ fubfifted involably, and that they would wil- 
“ lingly renew it: That as to the Sidicini, it. 
u was at their own option to aft in regard to 
“ that people, and to make either war or peace 
‘ c with them, as they fliould think fit.” 

— j i 
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The Samnites, in confequence of this treaty# 
immediately turned their arms againft the Sidi** 
cini. The latter, to fecure themfelves, had re- 
courfe to the Romans, and offered to fubmit to 


them as the Campanians had done. Their pro- 
pofal was net accepted, under pretext, that it 
was only the effect of the extreme neceffity to 
which they were reduced. Had the Campani¬ 
ans aifted from any other motive ? The Sidicini, 
on this refufal, applied to the Latines, who had 
already taken arms of themfelves. The Cam¬ 
panians, more fenfible to the injury they had re¬ 
ceived from the Samnites, than to the fervices of 
the Romans, alfo joined the Latines. A con- 
fiderable army, formed out of the three people, 
entered the country of the Samnites, and reti¬ 
red after having ravaged it with fire and 
fword. 


Their retreat gave the Samnites time to fend 
deputies to Rome, to- defire the Senate, that 
“ they would be pleafed to forbid the Latines 
“ and Campanians, as they were dependent on 
15 them, to attack the Samnites and in cafe of 
t6 difobedience, to reduce them to it by force 
66 of arms. 55 The anfwer returned them was 


obfeure and ambiguous; becaufe the Romans 
were not willing to own in exprefs terms, that 
the Latines were no longer at their difpofal as 
formerly, and that they apprehended alienating 
them entirely, if they affumed a loftier tone. 
They declared therefore, that they could forbid 
the Campanians, as being their fubje&s, to car¬ 
ry arms againft the Samnites: but as to the La- 


. tines, there was noclaufein the treaty with them, 
pr : parcj\r by which they were obliged not to make war 

with whom they thought fit 
Lv°\T C '' ^his anfwer, which terrified the Campanians, 
c. 5— b. made them take off the mafk, and rendered the 

4 Latines, 
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Latines, who perceived that the Romans feared 
them, more haughty than ever. Accordingly, 
called frequent affemblies under colour of the 
■war with the Samnites, the principal perfons of 
the nation concerted meafures for attacking the 
Romans; and the Campanians came into their 
views. Whatever care was taken to keep thefe 
deliberations iecret, in order to furprize the Ro¬ 
mans, the latter had intelligence of them ; and 
to put themfelves in a condition to fupport fo 
confiderable a war as that with which they were 
threatened, they immediately nominated new 
Confuls, having for that purpofe anticipated the 
time of election. 


T. Manlius Torquatus, III. 
P. Decius Mus. 


A. R. 415. 
Ant.C. 337. 


Livy fays, that Alexander King of Epirus Alexander 
came this year to Italy with his fleet. The 
learned Dodwell poftpones this event to the^ ; ’* J> 
time, where Livy dates Alexander’s viftoryover 
the Lucanians and Samnites, that is to fay, eight 
years later. 

The other much more famous Alexander, Alexander 
whofe vi&ories acquired him the firname of tkeiTnau 
the Great, Ggnalized himfelf at the fame time, 
but in a different region. He was nephew by 
the mother’s fide to the Alexander of whom we 
fpoke fir ft. 

Though the revolt of the allies and of all the 'The Latines 

J^atine ftates was no longer dubious, the Ro- f 
mans, as if their own interefts had not been ^ 
concerned, and only thofe of the Samnites, or- the C-.njA, 
dered ten of the principal Latines to attend, jf-ttn he 


amoneft whom were the two Praetors in office, °: 

vj t . */ rsjf i * 

L. Annius of Setia, and L. Numicius of Circeii 
(thofe two cities were both Roman colonies) to 
receive fuch orders as it fhould be judged pro¬ 
per 
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•per to give them. The two Praetors,- before 
‘ they fat out for Rome, called an affembly, to 
know in what manner they fhould anfwer the 
orders, which they expected would be given 
them. Opinions being very much divided, 
Annius, who had given his firft, fpoke again as 
follows. Trough I myfelf propofed deliberating 
upon the an freer it was proper to give tbe Romans , 
I believe that the Sfiejlion at prefent is not fo much 
to enquire, what it is nccejfiry to fay, as what it 
is r.ecejjjr; to do. When we have fully determined 
bow we pad a cl, it will be eafy to adapt words to 
our conduct. If we are abject enough to perjift (till 
in buffering a faameful Jlavery , under the colour 
and name of an alliance, there is nothing to deli¬ 
berate upon: we muji anfwer the Romans, that on 




r X 


■e will lay down our 


arms. But if wc have the leaf fenfe of honour 
and love of liberty remaining, if we remember that 
ib: treaty concluded with them is between equal and 
canal, if we refect that our troops compofe tbe 
half of their army ; for what reafon , where forces 
are equal, flail authority not be equal alfo ? In a 
word , to fpeak my whole'opinion at once, where¬ 
fore cf tbe two Confuls Jhould not one be elected out 
cf the Laiines , as the ether out of the Romans ? 
If ever there was a favourable conjuncture for pof 
fjmg cur fives of our rights, the prefent is fo. Tou 
have made trial of their patience on many occafions , 
but efpsdaily in refufing them the troops you have 
been accuftcmed to furnijh them for almojl two hun¬ 
dred years. They have borne it patiently. Whence 
do you think proceeds this moderation , except from 
their knowledge of their own ftrengih and ours ? 
They fear you ; and the anfwer which I know they 
made the Sammies, clearly Jbews , that they reckon 
Latium no longer in their detendance. If any one 
here is afraid to be the carrier of your demands, 1 
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offer tnyfelf to go, and make them known, not only 
before the Senate and People of Rome, but in the 
prefence and fight of their Jupiter Capitolinas . I 
will declare there to them in your name, that, if 
they would have us for friends and allies, they 
mufl receive one of the Confuls from us, and com - 
pofe a Senate half Romans and half Latines . This 
difcourfe was generally applauded, and Annius 
commiffioned to do and fay whatever he fhould 
thinkexpedient for the honour and intereft of the 
Latine ftates. 

When the deputies arrived at Rome, the Se¬ 
nate gave them audience in the Capitol. The 
Conful T. Manlius declared to them in the name 
of the whole body, that the Samnites were the 
allies of Rome, and that therefore the Latines 
had to defift from making war againft them. 
Annius then replied, not with the gravity and 
moderation of a deputy, but with the tone of a 
viftor, who had taken the Capitol by force of 
arms.* You certainly ought not, Romans , addref- 
fing himfelf to Manlius and the Senate, to affume 
the file of majlers over us, at leaf now, when you 
know to what an height of greatnefs and power the 
Latine people have attained , as well by their own , 
as the forces of. their allies . As you cannot refolve 
to put an end to your imperious fway, according to 
all the rules of nature and reafon, we ought, as it 
is in our power, to ajjert our liberty. However, 
as we are defended from the fame blood, we are 
willing , in confideration of a tie always to be re¬ 
garded, to proceed by the methods of accommoda¬ 
tion ; and fince it has pleafed the Gods to make the 
forces of the two people equal, propofe conditions of 
peace to make them equal alfo in power and autbo - ■ 
rity. For this end then of the two Confuls one mufi 
be chofen out of the Romans, and the other out of 
the Latines and the Senate ?nufl conffl alfo of an 

VQL, III, I equal 
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• equal number of you and us, fo that the Romans 
' and Lalines for the future may form only one peo¬ 
ple and commonwealth . And in order that there 
may be but one common feat of empire , and the 
two people may bear the fame name, as it is abfo - 
lutely necejfary for one of them to refign that honour 
to the other , for the fake of peace , we confent , that 
Rome [hall become our common country , and that 
we be all called Romans . 

The Conful Manlius, who was of a character 
no lefs proud and haughty than the Latine de¬ 
puty, was feized with fury on this difcourfe, and 
declared that if the Senators were fo void of rea- 
fon and common fenfe as to accept fuch condi¬ 
tions, he would enter the Senate fword in hand, 
and kill all the Latines that fhould dare to place 
themfelves there. Then turning towards the 
ftatue of Jupiter: Great God , cried he, do you 
hear the criminal and impious propofol they make 
us! Will you behold foreign Confuls and a foreign 
Senate in your facred temple! Is this then, Latines, 
the treaty which Tullus King of Rome made with 
the Albans your forefathers ? or that fmce renew¬ 
ed with you by Larquinius Prifcus ? Perhaps you 
have forgot the battle at the lake of Regilla. Can 
you forget both your former defeats, and our fignal 
benefactions, in fuch a manner ? 

After Manlius had made an end of fpeaking, 
the Senate exprefled no lefs indignation than 
their Head *, and whilft the Confuls and Senators 
were calling upon the Gods, the witnefTes of 
treaties and alliances, it is faid that Annius was 
heard to exprefs himfelf in terms of contempt 
and infult againft Jupiter. But it is certain, 
that in defcending from the porch of the tem¬ 
ple with precipitation, he fell from the top to 
the bottom of the fteps, and {truck his head fo 

violently againft phe ftones, that he was ftunned, 

» 1 
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was imploring the vengeance of the gods, thun¬ 
der was heard, which was followed by a great 
ftorm. All this might be true, fays Livy; 
but feems better adapted to the theatre than 
hiftory, where it might ferve to embellifh the 
fcene, and for the better reprefentation of the 
anger of the gods. And indeed as I have of¬ 
ten obferved, it was the cuftom of the ancients 
to throw the marvellous into Angular and re¬ 
markable events. 

Manlius whom the Senate had ordered to re- 
Condufl: the ambaffadors, feeing Annius upon 
the ground, cried out aloud, fo as to be heard 

by the Senate and People: Heaven has heard 
our prayers , and declared for us * Yes y there is 
a Providence , there is a Jupiter , who regards 
the prayers addrejfed to him . Fear not> Romans , 
to take arms , which the gods themfelves put into 
your hands. I will treat the Latines , and level 
them with the earth , in the fame manner as you 
fee the gods have done their Chief 

This expreffion gave the People fo much re - lVar 
fentment againft the Latines, that if the magi-'^' 7 /, 
ftrates ordered to accompany the Deputies had ‘Latina. 
not been prefent, the law of nations would not 
have fecured their perfons. War againft the 
Latines was decreed. The Confuls, having 
raifed two armies, which were joined by that 
of the Samnites, fet out immediately, and in- 
camped near Capua, where the Latines and their 

allies had their rendezvous. 

Here, during the night (I have no other Dream of 
authority for this faft than Livy’s credulity •, 
neither does he affirm it pofitively) the twoj^'*^ 
Confuls had the fame dream or vilion. A man c . 6,7. 
of a larger and' more majeftic ftature than or- 

• • I 2 dinary 


, according to fome authors, expired upon A - R ; 4 ! >- 
fpot. Others add, that wliilft the Senate Ant,C ’ 3i7 ’ 
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• dinary appeared to them, and told them : 

“ That the general on one fide, and the army 
u on the other were due to the Dii Mam and 
tc gods of the earth; and that the army, whofe 
“ general fliould devote himfelf and the le- 
66 gions of the enemy to thofe gods, fliould 

be victorious.” When the Confuls had re¬ 
lated this vifion to each other, they judged it 
neceffary to offer facrifices to the gods, in or¬ 
der to avert their wrath; and they were the 
better pleafed with confulting the gods in this 
manner, as, if the infpeCtion of the entrailsfore- 
told the fame thing as their dream, one of .the 
two Confuls might prepare to fulfil the decree 
of the fates. 

The anfwer of the Arufpices agree perfect¬ 
ly with the idea Manlius and Decius had con¬ 
ceived in effeCt of their dream. They there¬ 
fore affembled a council of war ; and in order 
that the death of one of the Confuls might not 
give the army terror and confternation, it was' 
agreed, that on the fide which firft gave way in 
the battle, the Conful fliould devote himfelf for 
the Roman People and their armies. It was 
alfo thought neceffary in fo dangerous a war to 
revive all the ancient feverity of the military 
difciplinc, and an order was publiflied through¬ 
out the camp, to forbid fighting out of rank, 
and without the Confuls permiffion, upon pain 
of death. What made fuch ftriCt precautions 
neceffary,was becaufe the Latines weretheenemy, 
with whom they were preparing to engage. They 
ufually fupplied the Roman armies with half 
their infantry, and two thirds - of their horfe. 
As they had long and often made war in con¬ 
junction with the Romans, they had entirely 
contracted their genius and manners. Every 
thing was the fame on both tides: the fame 

arms. 
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arms, the fame difcipline, the fame evolutions, 4I5 * 
and often even the fame valour. The foie dif¬ 
ference almoft was, that of the generals, who 
were always the greateft and moft able amongft 
the Romans, born to command. It is evident 
therefore, that too much precaution could not 
be taken againft fuch an enemy. 

The Confuls fent out horfe on all Tides to ob- Manlius 
ferve the motions of the enemy, who were not ro >v mtu ? 
far off. T. Manlius the fon of the Conful 
having advanced at the head of a fquadron al --firfighting 
moft to the gates of the camp of the Latines,* a^aiujl b:s 
was challenged to a fingle combat by one of or(ia ' Sm 
the principal perfons of their army, who alfo 
added haughtinefs and infult to that defiance. 

The young Roman, full of fire and courage, 
could not contain himfelf. * Whether rage, or 
fliame to refufe the combat, or laftly, fays 
Livy, whether urged on by the inevitable ne- 
ceffity of his fate, he forgot, at that moment, 
the refpeft and fubmiffion, which he owed to 
his father’s authority, and the orders of the Con¬ 
fuls i and ran blindly into a combat, of which 
the event could not but be fatal to him, whe¬ 
ther he conquered or were overcome. He killed 
his enemy, and after having taking his fpoils, 
returned in triumph with his troop. When he 
arrived at thecamp,he went directly to his father’s 
tent, fcarce knowing either the nature of what he 
had done, or what was going to happen to him 
in confequence; and affuring himfelf of praifes, 
when he ought to have expefted nothing but 
punifiiment. He prefented himfelf therefore 
.with confidence. 1 Father , faid he, I have fol¬ 
lowed your example, and proved viyfelf your fin , 

1 bring you ibefe fpoils of an enemy , who chal¬ 
lenged me , and whom I killed in fingle. combat . 

Affoon as the Conful had heard thofe words, 

I 3 he 
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Aauche turned away, Teemed both with his eyes and 

hands to pu£h the young man from him, and 
immediately affembled the army. Then ad- 
dreffing himfelf to his Ton : T. Manlius , faid 
he, fince without regard either to the Confular 
dignity, or the authority of a father , you have 

prefumed contrary to our exprefs orders to Jkirmijh 

with the enemy % and have thereby , as far as in 
you lay , abdijhed the military difcipline , which 
has been to ibis day the fupport of the Roman State , 
fo as to have reduced me to the fad neceffity, ei¬ 
ther of betraying the inter ells of the Common- 
wealth, or of facri firing myfelf with whatever is 
mcft dear to me: it is juft that we fuffer the pu- 
rifoment of cur offence , rather than it Jhould fall 
upon our innocent country. IVe are going to give 
a fad and mournful example , but a falutary one 
to the troops of all fucceeding times: not but that 
paternal tenderncfs , and even this firjl effay of 
year valour , which you have juft given , fuffer - 
ing yourfelf to be mifted by a vain phantom of 
glory , (lead jbcngly with me in your behalf. But 
as it is receffary either to enforce the refpeft due 
to the Corfihr authority by your death , or to 
authorize the contempt of it by fuffe ring your crime 
to pafs with impunity •, I believe you yourfelf if 
you have any blood of mine in you , will not re - 
fife to reirftate the military difcipline by your pu¬ 
na foment, which you have fubverted by your diff 
obedience. Go Lector, faften him to the flake . So 
cruel a decree undoubtedly coft him who made 
it Tome tears; and if, on this occafion, the 
love of the public good triumphed over paternal 
tendernefs. we muft believe that it did not en¬ 
tirely exdnguifh the fenfe of it. 

The whole army was ftruck with terror and 
confirmation at To exceffive and horrid an order 5 
and each imagining he Taw the ax in a manner 

pre- 
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preparing for himfelf, continued within bounds, 
lefs out of fubmiffion than fear. Ail kept a 
mournful filence for fome time. But when they 
faw the head of young Manlius drop, and the 
earth covered with his blood, they quitted on a 
fudden the kind of ftupefaction into which their 
firft furprize had thrown them, gave a free vent 
to their groans and complaints •, expreffing the 
moft tender companion and regret for the fon, 
and uttering the moft violent execrations againft 
the cruelty of the father. They celebrated the 
funeral of that unhappy youth with the utmoft 
folemnity. They covered his body with the 
fpoils of the enemy he had killed, erected him 
a funeral pile without the intrenchments, and 
the foldiers, in paying him thefe laft fad duties, 
lhewed the greateft zeal and the utmoft ten- 
dernefs in honour of his memory. 

The a&ion of Manlius, by whatfoever name 
it may be called, for I do not examine that 
here, whether it be denominated juft feverity, 
or barbarous cruelty, produced a double' ef¬ 
fect. On the one fide, it rendered the foldi- 


A. R. A\y 
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ers more drift and obedient: on the other ? it 
made the Conful eternally odious: the com¬ 
mand of Manlius, Manliana imperia , became 
a proverb to exprefs the moft terrible and ex¬ 
orbitant excefs of feverity. 

The battle was fought near mount Vefuvius Decht a-~ 
on the way to* Veferis. The Roman Confuls, ^ otes 
before they led the troops to battle, facrificed ^ 
viftims, in order to know the will of the gods fjJ'b 


from the infpeftion of their entrails. The A- gains a 
rufpex found fomething wanting in the ** head & eat 

* It is doubted whether this rifely know ; but it was by fldatinet. 

be the name of a city t or of a that part they judged whether jj Vt 1 # s. 
river. the viSlim were agreeable to c l2i 

* * What the ancients meant the gods or not. 
by head of the liver is not pre - 

I 4 of 
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:--°f the liver of Decius’s viftim, but that the 
1 '" J/ ’ reft of it was acceptable to the gods: that of 

Manlius was perfe&ly good. I am fatisfied , 
faid Decius, if the vifiim of my collegue he en- 
% V.- ;tum iiuly grate fid * to the gods. The army advanced 
'afterwards to engage. Manlius commanded the 

right wing, and Decius the left. The battle 
was fought with equal forces, valour, and fuc- 
cefs at firft. At length the Hafiati of the left 
wing not being able to fuftain the impetuous 
charge of the Latines, retired to the fecond line, 
where the Principes fought. In this diforder the 
Conful Decius cried out with a loud voice to 
the Pontiff Valerius, We have occafion here, faid 
he, for the affiftance of the gods . Lend me the 
aid of your office, and repeat the words, which I 
an to pronounce in devoting myfelf for the army . 
The Pontiff ordered him to put on the robe 
called Prutcxia *, and with his head covered 
with a veil, one hand raifed under his robe as 
high as his chin, and a javelin under his feet, 
he made him pronounce thefe words (landing 
upright. Janus, Jupiter , Father Mars, Sfui- 
rini's, RelFna, Dii Laves , A overflies, Indigetes , 
and you, geds , who have a particular power o- 
v er fis and our enemies , Dii Manes , I beg, I 
-7 vicly implore , I afk the grace , and I rely upon 
'hidining u\ that you will beftow courage and vie - 
::ry upon the Reman People the Quirites ; and 
she fame time that you will fpread terror, con - 
\:maiion, and Jlaughter amongfi the enemies of the 
Rsman People the Quirites . And conformably to 
ihe words I have jufi pronounced , I devote my - 
Af for the Commonwealth of the Roman People 
she Quirites, for the army , legions , and auxili¬ 
ary troops of the Roman People the fffuirites, and 
/ erecte with myfelf the legion and auxiliary 

troops 
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troops of the enemy to the Dii Manes and the A ' K ' 415* 
goddefs of the Earth . Ant,C ' 337 ' 

After having pronounced thefe prayers and 
imprecations, he ordered his Liftors to retire to 
Manlius, and to inform him without lofs of 
rime, that he had devoted himfelf for the army. 

Then wrapping his robes about him, after the * *hc'utaus 
Gabian manner,he threw himfelf impetuoufly into c ^ u Ca ~ 
the midft of the enemy. Terror and condensation 1 . 

in confequence feemed to lead the way before 
him. Wherever he turned, the enemy, as if 
thunder-ftruck, were immediately feized with 
horror and dread. But when he fell under a 
Ihower of darts, the confufion and diforder of 
the Latines redoubled. The Romans at that in- 


ftant, filled with the confidence of having en¬ 
gaged the gods on their fide, renewed the fight 
with new valour and vigour. Hitherto only 
the two firft lines, that is to fay the Haftati 
and PrincipeS) had feared in the a&ion. The 
Triarii, who formed the third line, waited the 
Confers orders to move, kneeling upon their 
right knee, Manlius having received advice of 
his Collegue’s death, and feeing that the Latines 
had the advantage in feveral places through 
the fuperiority of their numbers, was in feme 
fufpence whether it was not time to make the 
Triarii advance. But prefently after judging 
it bed to referve them for the end of the aftion, 
he contented himfelf with making only feme 
light-armed troops of the third line move to 
the front. The Latines, who believed them 


the whole body of the triarii, brought theirs 
on alfo. The latter fought long with great ar¬ 
dor, and though their lances were either broke 
or blunted at the points, and themfelves ex¬ 
ceedingly fatigued by the redoubled efforts,'they 
however began to break the Romans, and be¬ 
lieved 
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a.?.. 4K.lieved themfelves fure of. the v-iftory, ima- 
A *" c '-* r gining they had penetrated as far as the third 

line. The Conful then made the Triarii ad¬ 
vance ; who being entirely frefli, and having 
to do with troops already fatigued and ex- 
haufted, foon put them to the rout, and that 
with no great difficulty. An horrible {laughter 
of the Latines enfued, of whom fcarce a fourth 
part efcaped. The Samnites, who were at 
the foot of the mountain, augmented the ter¬ 
ror of the Latines. 

The whole honour of this battle was juftly 
afcribed to the Confuls: of whom the one, 
fays Livy, averted the wrath of the gods from 
the Romans, and made it fall upon the ene¬ 
mies ; and the other {hewed a courane and 
* ^ 

condud in this battle, that gave all the writers, 
whether Romans or Latines, who tranfmitted 
accounts of it to pofterity, reafon to fay, that 
on whatever' fide Manlius had been, that army 
muft infallibly have been vidorious. 

Of the Latines who fled fome retired to 
Miniums a little above the Mouth of the Liris, 
and others to Vefcia. The Romans took their 
camp after the battle with abundance of pri- 
foners. The body of Decius was not found 
till the next day. His collegue celebrated his 
funeral with great magnificence. 

The courage of devoting themfelves to death 
for the prefervation of their country, became a 
kind of domeftick and hereditary virtue in the 
family of the Decii, ( a ) The father gives 
us an example of it here in the war againft 
the Latines. His fon in that with the Hetru- 

(a) Si non mors time re- Pyrrho nepos, fe hoftium 

rcr-r.on cum Latinis ae- telis objeciflent. Ti'fc. 

ctrtar.3 p.::er Decius, cum /. j. n. 9. 
itrafcii ni:us, etiam cum 

rians 
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rians will pique himfelf upon treading in hisA.R. 4U- 
fteps, and will devote himfelf like him. And An *' c ' 337 ' 
his grandfon, according to Cicero, in a battle 
with Pyrrhus, will renew this glory peculiar 
to his family in his perfon. But how great fb- 
ever Cicero’s authority may be, the filence of 
hiftorians, of whom none mention the laft’s 
devoting himfelf, except as a defign not reduced 
to execution, renders this fad at leaft extremely 
doubtful. 

The Romans, fuperftitious to excefs, attri¬ 
buted the fuccefs with which thefe devotings 
were always attended, to a vifible miraculous 
protection of the gods. Cotta in Cicero, who 
is not fo credulous, finds nothing more than 
natural in it. (a) It was, fays he, a ftratagem 
of thefe great Men, who loved their country 
enough to facrifice their lives for it. They 
were perfuided, that the foldiers, feeing 
their general throw himfelf into the midft of 
the enemy, where the battle was hotteft, would 
not fail to follow him, and braving death by 
his example carry terror and confternation every 
where. And in this confided the whole mi- 
rack. 

The Latines having raifed new troops hafti- 
]y, in hopes to furprize Manlius, who expe&ed 
nothing lefs than to fee himfelf attacked by 
defeated enemies, were routed a fecond time at 
Trifanum, between Sinueffa and Minturn^. 

The lofs was fo confiderable, that all the La- 
tines, and after their example the People of 


(«) Confilium illud impe- 
ratorum fuit, quod Grxci 
rfUTYiyriiA,* appellant, fed eo- 
rum imperatorum qui patrias 
confulerent, vitas non parce- 
rent. Rebantur enim fore. 


ut exercitus imperatorem, e- 
quo incitato fe in holies im- 
mitten tem, perfequeretur: id 
quod eve nit. De nat . Dior, 

3 > * 5 - 
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Capua, fubmitted to the Romans. Part of their 
country was taken from them, and Roman 
colonies fent thither. The horfe of Capua, to 
the number of fixteen hundred, were not in¬ 
volved in this punifhment, becaufe they had not 
lhared in the revolt. To reward their fidelity 
they were made Roman citizens, and the 
people of Capua were obliged to pay each of 
them yearly the fum of four hundred and fifty 
* Denarii , which might amount to about ten 

pounds fterling. 

Manlius when he returned to Rome was met 
only by the old men. The youth looked upon 
him with deteftation both then, and during all 
the reft of his life. 

It is natural enough to examine what we ought 
to think of the adtion of Manlius, who puts 
his Ion to death without mercy for having fought 
contrary to his orders ^ whether we fhould con- 
fider it as a virtuous and laudable adtion, or an 
excefs of feverity, which cannot be too much 
detefted, becaufe carried into barbarity. We 
are at the fame time iurprized to fee two cha¬ 
racters fo entirely oppofite in the fame man •, 
{a) a generous tendernefs for a father, from 
whom he had received nothing but ill treat¬ 
ment \ and inhuman cruelty to a fon, whofe 
whole crime was his having abandoned himfelf 
roan immoderate indeed, but pardonable defire 
of glory one would think, at his age. 

The bold and hazardous adtion of Manlius to 
fiave his father, evidently ftiews, that he was not 
one of a bad heart, and void of the fentiments, 
which nature and humanity infpire. Another 

* 7 h» Denarius was r/A (<2) Magnus vir imprimis 
•a cur?< at Row, but might Sc qui perindulgens in pa- 
cs :n :rs at.cn;: ;bc Cam pa- crem, idem acerbe feverus in 

fill am. Ojic. 5. c, 12. 

caufe 
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caufe muft therefore be found for his treatment a. r. 415. 
of his fon. And this is neither obfcure nor Ant,c ‘ 337< 


doubtful. Abandoned zeal for his country pre¬ 
vailed in him over nature and paternal tender- 
nefs. Ipfi nature patrio^ue amori prcetulit jus Cic. 1 de 
?najefiatis atque imperii ; and Livy does not tail Fin - n - 2 3 - 
to make him declare it in the harangue, which • 
he puts into his mouth. Manlius was a father, 
but he was a Conful. He loved his fon, but 
he loved his country ftill more. Every body 
knows what was the idol of the Romans, to 


which they believed themfelves obliged to facri- 
fice every thing: I fay obliged, even by the 
laws, which prefcribed the order of duties. 
The gods had the firft place, their country 
the fecond: and the reciprocal duties of 
father and fon held only the third. When the 
two laft claihed, the ftruggle was hard 5 and 
to give their country the preference, required a 

conftancy, or, to fpeak more juftly, a kind of 
ferocity of mind, which filenced the voice of 
nature, and the fentiments implanted deepeft 
in the heart of man. For, we muft con- 


fefs, whatever greatnefs of foul may be pre¬ 
tended in the principles, on which Brutus, 
Manlius, and feveral other famous Romans 


atted, when we examine them ferioufly and in 
cool blood, we cannot but be confcious of a 
fecret voice within ourfelves, that condemns 
them, becaufe repugnant to nature and huma¬ 
nity. 


Cum ventum ad verum eft, fenfus morefaue re - 
pugnant . Horat. Sat. 1. 1 .1. 


T. 
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Liv. 1. g 


c. 12. 


The Latines, difcontented with having beeri 
deprived of part of their country, continued 
their motions. The two Confuls marched againft 
them. The latter defeated the enemy, took 
their camp, and obliged feveral ftates to fubmit 
to the Romans. His collegue however made 
his troops advance againft the inhabitants of 
Pedum. They were iupported by the cities of 
Tibur, Praenefte, and Velitrse, and aid had been 
fent them from Lavinium and Antium. The 
Romans having had the advantage in fome 
battles, iEmilius approached Pedum, where the 
enemy, in conjunction with their allies, had 
eftablifhed their camp j and the whole weight 
of the war was turned on that fide. Before it 
was terminated, -Emiiius, having received ad¬ 
vice, that a triumph had been decreed his co- 
legue, returned haftily to Rome to demand the 
fame honour, though he had not yet obtained the 
victory. The Senate, offended at fo ill-tinTd an 
importunity, refufed him a triumph, "till Pedum 
fliould either be taken by force, or furrendered 
by capitulation. This refufal incenfed him againft 
them, and during the reft of his Confulfhip, he 
aded like a true Tribune of the people, with¬ 
out any oppofition from his collegue, who was 
a Plebeian. The Senate, under pretext of a new 
revolt of the Latines, but in reality to rid them- 
felves the fooner of two Confuls, with whom 
they were diffatisfied, ordered them to create a 
Didator. iEmilius, who was then in autho¬ 
rity, for the two Confuls when together pre- 
ftded by turns, nominated his collegue, who 
chofe Junius Brutus General of the Horfe. 






iEMILIUSj Publilius,'C onfute. 127 

It was natural to expeft that a Plebeian Difta- a. r. 416. 
tor would not fail to fignalize his adminiftration Ant.c. 336. 
by fome inftitution in favour of the people, p a f^^ r s y 
and againft the nobility •, and this happened, much a- ' 
He paffed three laws highly mortifying to xhz 
Senate, and which gave a very great blow to Senatr ' 
their authority. The firft was that the Plebif- 
cita., that is to fay, the ordinances of the Liv. 1.3. ■ 
People, fhould extend to the Senators as well c * 5 
as the Plebeians. This law had already been 
paffed upon the expulfion of the Decemviri , 
and probably was not fufficiently put in force. 

The fecond ordained ( a ), that the Senate 
Ihould approve the laws fifft which fhould 
be paffed in the affemblies by centuries, even 
before the People had given their fuffrages; 
whereas anciently the decrees of the People Liv.!. 7 
were not in force, till after they had been con- c * * 7 - 
firmed by the Senate. And by the third it 
was inftituted, that one of the two Cenfors 

fhould always be ele&ed out of the People : Liv. 1. 
not long before they had prevailed to have it c 4 2 - 
made lawful for two Plebeians to be Confute at 
the fanie time. 

I am furprized that laws of fuch importance 
to the State Ihould pafs with perfeft tranquillity 
without noife, complaint, or the oppofition of 
the Senate. Livy at leaft fays not a word to that 
effeft. This was probably becaufe the Senate 
was without an head, the Di&ator being againft 
it. But I am (till more furprized, that.fo 
wife a body, fo attentive to its interefts, and fo 
jealous of its privileges, after having exafpe- 
rated iEmilius by the refufal of a triumph, 
and in confequence feen him declare openly 

(a) Utlegum, qux comi- initum fufFr.*gmm,patres auc- 
tiis centurions ferrentur, ante tores fierenc. Liv. 3 . c. iz. 

for 
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for the People, fhould, without neceffuy, or¬ 
der him to declare a Dictator, and put it into 
his power fully and immediately to revenge 
the pretended affront they had made him 
fuffer, 

L. Furius Camillus. 

C. M.iNius. 

The Latines, after all their Ioffes,- were come 
to the point of not being able to endure either 
war or peace. Their weaknels made them in¬ 
capable of undertaking war, and their rage 
for having been deprived of part of their coun¬ 
try would not permit them to have recourfe 
to peace. They believed it obferving a medium, 
to keep themfelves (hut up within their cities to 
avoid drawing the Roman arms upon them ; 
and to hold themfelves alfo in readinefs, in 
cafe the Romans ftiould form a fiege of any 
place, to march altogether to its aid. This 
plan did not fucceed, and they executed it ill. 
The city of Pedum being befieged, only the 
people of Prmnefte and Tybur entered it, being 
its neareft neighbours. Msenius, one of the 
Confuls, attacked with advantage, and defeat¬ 
ed near the river Aftura the Aricini, La- 
vinians, and Veliterni, who had joined the Volfci 
of Annum, in order to march to the relief of 
the city. Camillus, the other Conful, made 
himlelf mailer of it by ilorm, after a defence 
of confiderable length. When Pedum was 
taken, the two Confuls being joined, led their 
victorious troops againft all the other cities, 
and fubjected the whole country of the Latines. 
They left good garrifons in the conquer’d places* 
and returned to Rome. The honour of a tri¬ 
umph was decreed them unanimouily, to which 
a new mark of diftinClion very extraordinary in 

thofe 
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thofe times was added, the eredting of two 
equeftrian ftatues of them in the Forum. 

Before the eledlion of new Confuls, Camil¬ 
las reported the adtual condition of the Latines 

to the Senate, in order to their deliberating 
with proper information upon what it was pro¬ 
per to eftablifli in refpedt to them. Fathers , 
faid he, all that remained to do in Latium has 
leen happily effected by the favour of the gods f 
and the faithful and valiant fervice of your fol- 
diers. The armies of the enemy have been defeated 
near Pedum and Aflura. All the Latine Cities , 
and Antium which belonged to the Volfci, have 
been either taken by force of arms , or volunta¬ 
rily furrendcred \ and are now in the poffcffion of 
your garrifons* As thefe people diflurb us by fre¬ 
quent revolts , the quefiion now is to find effectual 
means for efiablifhing a folid and lafting peace. 
The gods have put their fate entirely into our 
hands . It is for you to rejolve , whether Latium 
JI:all fubfifi any longer or not . In refpeB to the 
Latines , you have it now in your power to 
affure yourfelves of perpetual peace , either by treat¬ 
ing them with rigouror pardoning them . Are 
you willing to treat a people with the utmofi feve- 
rity , who have returned to their obedience , and 
are no longer able to oppofe you ? It is at your 
choice to defiroy all Latium for ever , and to re¬ 
duce a country into a defart , which in many im¬ 
portant wars has /applied us with numerous and 
excellent troops. Or is it your will , after the 
example of your anceftors , to give a new aug¬ 
mentation to the commonwealth , in receiving the 
conquered people into the number cf your citizens. 
This you may do in a manner equally for your 
advantage and glory: And nothing is more cer¬ 
tain , than that the only means for efiablifhing a 
firm and parmanent fv:ay y is fo to at 7 , as to make 

v Vol. ill. K the 
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a. R. 4 *7- the conquered people obey with joy . But, what - 
£ ’ * 3:s:5, fteV* you make , # necejfary you Jhould 

make it foon. Ton know thefe people are in fufpence 
between hope and fear. It is for your inter eft, 
both to deliver yourfelves as foon as pojfible from 
this care, and to take the advantage of their pre• 
fent fate of uncertainty, either for infilling punifij- 

ment , or granting them pardon , before they have 
bad time to look about them. Our duty was to 
put it into your power to make fuch a choice as 
you Jhould think fit. It is yours now to deter - 
mine upon that which is moft expedient for your - 
felves and the commonwealth. I need make 
no remark upon the wifdom and eloquence of 
this difcourfe: but I defire the reader to ob- 
ferve in what is going to be decreed in refpeft 
to the Latines, how invariably the Roman 
people perfifted to adhere to the maxims of 
government and rules of policy eftablifhed from 
the foundation of the empire, the end of which 
was to attach the conquered ftates to them for 
ever, and to make but one and the fame peo¬ 
ple with them from thenceforth, by granting 
them the freedom of Rome. 

The difcourfe of Camillas was generally 
approved : but tho’ the Senate did not helitate 
in giving the preference to clemency, as the 
conduct of the States of Latium had been dif¬ 
ferent, they believed ic.neceffary to make fome 
difference alfo in the treatment of them. The 
inhabitants of Lanuvium had the freedom of 
Rome granted them : they were permitted to 
ufe their own religious ceremonies, and it was 
decreed, that the temple and facred grove of 
Juno Sofpita Ihould be common to them with 
the Roman People. The people of Aricia, 
Nomentum, and Pedum, were alfo made Ro¬ 
man citizens. The right the Tufculans already 

had 
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had was referved to them, and the punilhment 
of cfieir revolt was made to fall only upon fome 
particulars, who had been the ring-leaders of it. 
The people of Velitrae, who were anciently 
Roman citizens, were treated with great ri¬ 
gour, becaufe they had frequently rebelled be¬ 
fore. Their walls were demolifhed ; and their 
Senators were ordered to quit the place, retire 
to the other fide of the Tiber, and never to 
appear more on this fide of that River under 
great penalties. Their lands were’granted to a 
colony fent thither: and as their number was 
very confiderabie, the city was almoft as well 
peopled as before. A new colony was alfo 
lent to Antium, and the ancient inhabitants 
were granted permiffion to join it if they thought 
fit. All their-Ihips of force, with which they 
followed piracy were taken from them, and na¬ 
vigation was prohibited them. All of them 
were granted the freedom of Rome. Part of 
thofe ihips were brought to Rome and laid 
up in the Arfenals: the reft were burnt, and 
the heads or beaks of them employed as orna¬ 
ments for the tribunal of harangues ere&ed in 
the Forum •, and from thence that tribunal de¬ 
rived the name of Roftra . Part of the country of 
Tiber and Prasnefte were confifcated, not .only 
as a punilhment for their laft revolt, which 
they had been guilty of in common with the 
reft of the Latines, but becaufe formerly, in 
order to throw off the Roman Yoke, they had 
joined the Gauls, - a fierce and barbarous nation. 
The reft of the Latine dates were deprived of 
the right and cuftom of allying by marriages, 
of trafficking with each other, and of compofing 
the fame common aflemblies. The quality of 
Roman citizen, but without the right of Suf¬ 
frage, was granted to the Campanians, out of 

K 2 con- 
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a. R. 4 U- confideration for their cavalry, who had refufed 

^' f # 9 

to enter into the revolt of the Latines: as alfo 

to the people of Fundi and Formic, becaufe 

they had always given the Roman armies a 

free pafiage thro’ their country. The people 

of Cumae and Sueffula had the fame privilege. 

A.R. 4iS. C. SULPICIUS LONGUS. 

aQl»L< z. 3 4* . 

P. jFlius P^tus. 

Vtflalcxi- In this Confulfhip, a Veftal called Minucia, 

dinned. w ^ 0 ren de r ed herfelf fufpeded by too much 

care in adorning her perfon, having been accu- 
fed before the Pontiff, was convided of having 
violated the law of chaftity, and fuffered the 
ufual punifliment of being buried alive. 

Pratsrjhif The Prastorfhip, which from its inftitution, 
*° during almoft thirty years, had always been ex- 
c:ct " ercifed by the Patricians, was given this year to 
a Plebeian for the firft time ; his name wasPub- 
lilius Philo, an illuftrious perfon, who had alrea¬ 
dy been Conful and Didator. For in thofe 
rimes the Romans made no difficulty in accept¬ 
ing an inferior charge, after having filled the 
higheft dignities. The Senate, who had 
not been able to exclude the Plebeians from the 
firft offices of the ftate, thought it needlefs to 
give themfelves any trouble to prevent them 
from holding the Pnetorfhip. 


A, R- 419. 
A»t,C. 533. 


L. Papirius Crassus. 
C*so Duilius. 


The Aufonians, who inhabited the city of 
Cale, had taken arms in conjundion with the 
Sidicini their neighbours. They were defeated 
by the Romans, and retired into their refpedive 

towns. 


M. 
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M. Valerius Corvus, IV. 

M. Atilius Regulus. ( 

M, Valerius befieged and took the city of 
* Cale. 


A. R. 
Ant.C. 332. 


T. Veturius. f A. R. *»i. 

Sp. PoSTUMIUS. Ant.C.331. 

A colony of two thoufand five hundred citi¬ 
zens were fent to Cale. 


A. Cornelius, II. 
Cn. Domitius. 


A. R. 422. 

Ant.C. 330. 


Dodwell places the firfl: defcent of Alexander 

King of Epirus into Italy in this year. Hav¬ 
ing landed at Paeftum, he firfl; attacked the Lu- 
canians, and ravaged their country. The Sam- 
nites immediately flew to their aid. Thofe two 
people were defeated in battle. Alexander made 
an alliance with the Romans. 

The Cenfus was now taken. As the number of 

the citizens had been very much augmented by 
the new conquefts, two Tribes were added to 
the former in their favour: the Tribe Mcscia, fo 
called from Cafirum Mtzcium, which was not 
far from Lanuvium ■, and the Tribe Scaptia , 
which takes its name from Scaptia , a fmall 
town near Pedum. By this addition the Tribes 
amounted to the number of twenty-nine. 


M. Claud ius Marcellus, a. »• 

C.VALERIUS POTITUS. Anc.C. 3 z 9 


This year was diftinguilhed by a fad event, Roman la 
occafioned either by the badnefs of the air, or an dies con- 

horrible crime. Livy relates the fecond caufe at 


and fu- 

* This city was famous for the excellent wine of its ter - 
ritory . Liv. I. 8. 

K 3 large; c . 18. 
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Aatx. 3I9*. ^ r S e 1 but obferves, that it appeared doubtful to 

fome authors. The principal perfons of the ci¬ 
ty, to the furprize of every body, died of dif- 
eafes which feemed to be the fame, and al- 
moft all with the fame fymptoms. In the trou¬ 
ble and alarm of the whole city in confe- 
quence, a female Have went to Fabius, af¬ 
terwards firnamed Maximus, who was then 
Curule iEdile, and promifed to difcover the 
caufe of this mortality, provided fhe might be 
protected from the confequences with which the 
affair might be attended. Fabius immediately 
gave the Confuls advice of this information, 
and they reported it to the Senate, who caufed 
the affurances the (lave demanded to be given 
her. She declared that the mortality was occa- 
fioned by poifon prepaid by the Roman la¬ 
dies, and that if proper perfons were fent with 
her, they would have evident proofs ofwhatlhe 
faid. The Confuls in conlequence went with 
her, furprizcd fome ladies actually employed in 
preparing certain drugs over the fire, and found 
potions ready compofed locked up in their 
keeping. They caufed thele potions to be car¬ 
ried into the Forum, and made twenty Roman 
ladies, in whofe houfes they had been found, 
appear before them. Two of them, Cornelia 
and Sergia, were of the Patrician order, who 
faid that thofe draughts were wholefome remedies. 
The Have, w r ho faw herfelf charged with falfe 
accufation by that anfwer, infifted that them- 
felves fhould take them to fhew their innocence. 
Having caufed the multitude to be removed, 
they confulted together, boldly accepted the 
propofal, and ali perifhed immediately by their 
own crime. Their accomplices were inftantly 
feized, and difcovered a great number of ladies 
guilty of the fame practice, of whom an hun¬ 
dred 
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dred and twenty were condemned. The tribu- *•*;• 
nals of Rome had never before taken cognizance * 3 ~ 9 * 
of the crime of poifoning. 

Befides what Livy fays, that fome authors 
afcribe the mortality of this year, not to poifon, 
but to an epidemical difeafe; there is, in my 
opinion, feveral circumftances in the relation it- 
felf, that make it little probable, efpeci^lly the 
number of near two hundred women convifted 
of this crime. Is it credible, that they Ihould 
keep a fecret of that importance any time fo in¬ 
violably, as not to let any circumftance con¬ 
cerning it tranfpire and take air. 

However it were, this event is confidcred as 
an effeft of the wrath of the Gods and in or¬ 
der to appeafe it, recourfe was had to a cere¬ 
mony, already employed fometimes in dange¬ 
rous conjunctures, which has been mentioned 
elfewhere: this was to drive a nail into the tem¬ 
ple of Jupiter. A Di&ator was nominated for 
that purpofe. 


L. Papirius Cursor. 
C. Poetelius Libo. 


A* R- 424, 
Ant.C, 32 i. 


Dodwell adds a year in this place omitted by 
Livy, in which the perfons juft mentioned were 
Confuls. Solinus fays, that Alexandria in Egypt Polyhift. 
was built at this time. Livy poftpones this c - 35 * 
event fix years; which error is believed to pro¬ 
ceed from the refemblance between the names 
of the Confuls then elected, and thofe of this 
year. 
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SECT. IV. 

Siege of Privernum . That city is taken. War 
declared with the city of 'Palcepolis . D if puts 
concerning the pretended vicious creation of a 
Dictator. Death of Alexander King of Epirus. 
War with tbs Samnites renewed. Palcepolis 
taken. Regulation againji creditors. War de¬ 
clared againji the Vefiini. They are defeated. 
Papirius Cur for is declared Dictator againji the 
Samnites . His difputes with HjK Fabius his wa¬ 
fer of the horfe , who had given battle contrary 
to his orders , and whom be is for putting to 
death . He pardons him at laft at the requejt of 
the People. The troops difgufted with the Dic¬ 
tator, exprefs their difconlent in a battle. He 
reconciles them. The Samnites are defeated , and 
obtain a truce for a year. 


a- R. 4 - 5 « L. Papirius Crassus, II. 

Ant '^ 3:; ’ L. Plautius Venno. 


Sir*' Cf 
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T H E following years have no very re¬ 
markable event. The iEdiles caufed por¬ 
ticos, from whence the chariots were to ftart in 
the races, to be built at the entrance of the Cir* 
ces. They were called car ceres, goals . The 
fiege of Privernum was now undertaken, whofe 
inhabitants, in conjunction with thofe of Fundi, 
ravaged the lands of their neighbours, the allies 
of the Roman people. Wbilft two Confular 
armies were employed in this fiege* a report 
fpread, that the Gauls approached. Rome, on 
the leaft fufpicion of that nation’s being in mo¬ 
tion, took the alarm. Levies were immediately 
made, and (a) the meaneft workmen and fliop- 
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keepers, though very unfit for fervice, were 
Jifted. 

L. ^Emilius Mamercinus, II. 

C. P L AUTIUS. 

Mamercinus, to whom the war with the Gauls 
had fallen by lot, found, that the report concern¬ 
ing their march was without foundation. Plau¬ 
tius, the other Conful, who had continued the 

fiege of Privernum, foon made himfelf matter 
of it, and fent Vitruvius to Rome, the princi¬ 
pal author of this war, whom the Privernates 
had put into his hand. He was a perfon of 
great power, not only at Fundi his country, but 
even at Rome, where he had a magnificent 
houfe. It was demolifhed, and he put to death. 
The walls of Privernum were levelled, and the 
Senate of that city banifhed beyond the Tiber, 
as had been done in refpedt to that of Velitre. 

Plautius, on his return to Rome, received 
the honour of a triumph. After that folemnity, 
which according to cuftom was followed with 
the punifliment of the principal authors of the 
revolt, he affembled the Senate, to determine in 
refpeft to the fate of the Privernates, and the 
treatment they were to have. He reprefented, 
that the moft criminal having fuffered the pu- 
nifhment they deferved, the multitude, who 
had not given into this war on their own ac¬ 
cord, might be fpared, and the rather, becaufe 
the city of Privernum bordered on the Samnites, 
in whofe amity no great confidence could be 
placed. Opinions differed exceedingly, accord¬ 
ing as the Senators were differently inclined to 
lenity or feverity. One of them having aiked 
the ambaffadors of Privernum, what punifti- 
ment he believed his countrymen deferved : 
%hat 9 replied one of them, which thofe deferve 
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ad^c '-6 W ^° ^ evs them [elves worthy of being free. The 

Conful, who perceived the bad effeCt thisanfwer 
had produced, which was too haughty, and too 
little referved, for the prefent conjuncture, in 
order to afford him an opportunity of giving it 
a milder turn, interrogated him again with great 

goodnefs and in an amicable manner: Well* and 
fuppofe we fhould entirely remit punifhment , what 
peace would you obferoe with us in that cafe ? A 
fixed and perpetual peace , replied the ambaffa- 
dors, if the conditions of it are equitable: uncer¬ 
tain, and of floor t duration , if other wife. Some 
Senators were {till more offended at this fecond 
anfwer, which they confidered as a menace, and 
almoft as a declaration of war: but the wifeft 
and mod judicious thought otherwife of it. 
They represented, that the anfwer argued a man 
of courage, jealous of his liberty. And indeed , 
fay they, can you believe that any people , or even 
private perfon , will voluntarily remain in a condi¬ 
tion with which be is difeontented , and that he will 
not endeavour to extricate himfelf out of it as foon 
as he can ? Peace is certain only for thofe who 
make it with a good will. No faith is to be expell¬ 
ed from a people by thofe who would reduce them 
into Jlavery . The Conful fupported this opini¬ 
on, and faid loud enough to be heard by thofe 
who thought in a different manner, fihatonly thofe 
who were jealous of their liberty above all things y 
were worthy of becoming Romans. This opinion 
prevailed, and the freedom of Rome was grant¬ 
ed the Privemates. 

A colony was fent this fame year to Anxur, 
compofed of three hundred citizens, to each of 
whom two acres of land were diftributed. 


# 


p. 



Cornelius, Publilius, Confuls. 


139 


P. PlAUTIUS PrCCULUS. a - r - 4*% 

n /-> C Aat.C. 315. 

P. Cornelius Scapula, 

Another colony was foon after fent to Fre- 
gelfe. A certain largefs was exercifed this 

year for the firft time, which became very com¬ 
mon afterwards. M. Flavius diftributed raw 
flefh amongft the People (vifceratio) at his mo¬ 
ther’s funeral. This liberality acquired him the 
office of Tribune, to which he was promoted 
though abfent. 

The following year war was declared againft lVar ^ 
Palsepolis. That city was fituated very near 
Neapolis. The inhabitants of thofe two cities, dtyrfPa- 
which, properly fpeaking, made but one, were 
originally of Cumas*, and Cumae derived its 
origin from Chalcis in Euboea, feme citizens of 
which, after having firft feized the ifies of IE- 
naria and Pithecufse, removed at length to the 
continent, where they'fettled, and became 
very powerful. The city of Palaepolis, con¬ 
fiding in its own ftrength, and the aid it expec¬ 
ted from the Samnites, who were but ill dif- 
pofed to keep the peace with the Romans, and 
perhaps on the report of a plague’s raging at 
Rome, had committed abundance of hoftilities 
upon the lands of Capua and the Falerni. War 
was declared againft it in form. 


L. Cornelius Lentulus. 
Q. Publilius Philo II. 


A. Ri 

Ant.C. 3*4% 


The two new Confuls divided their forces. 
Publilius was ordered to attack the Greeks, that 
is to fay Palaspololis, and Cornelius to have an 
eye upon the Samnites, in order to prevent 
them from undertaking any thing. Upon ad¬ 
vice 
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a-r^ 42s. vice, that the latter were certainly making pre- 
^ Jr4 ’ parations of war, and follicited their neighbours 
to join them, Rome caufed complaints to be 
made to them by her deputies, to which they 
anfwered with an air of haughtinefs and pride, 
that fufficiently argued their thoughts, and for 
what they were preparing. 

Dilute The time for the election of Confuls ap- 

X CT* ptoached. It was not thought proper to fend 
ur/c : i\- for either of the Confute actually in office, be- 
vtins ^ caufe their pretence was neceffary in their ar- 

fjt mies. Cornelius was ordered to create a Die-* 

O / a * 

“* tator for holding the affemblies. He nomi¬ 
nated M. Claudius Marcellus. The People had 
alfo decreed that Publilius, when his Conful- 


fhip expired, fhould continue the war againft 
the Greeks in quality of Pro-Conful, till it was 
abfolutely terminated. The Didfator however 
did not hold the affemblies, becaufe difficulties 


were ftarted concerning his creation; and the 
Augurs, who were confulted on the occafion, 
declared it vicious. The Tribunes of the Peo¬ 


ple rofe up ftrongly againft this declaration, 
and rendered it much fufpedted, or rather ab¬ 
folutely ridiculous. For indeed , faid they, 
bow could rbe Augurs know that there was any 
defeat in a creation , which the Conful had made 
in the night according to the ufual cuftom , with 
all the neceffary precautions to prevent the inter¬ 
fering of any obftacle . There is no advice from 
him upon this head , either to the Senate , or any 
private Perfon whatfoever . There is not a fingle 
mortal , who fays he has feen or heard any thing 
capable of difiurbing or preventing the aufpices. And 
do the Augurs then pretend , whilfi they remain 
quiet here in Rome> to have the privilege of di¬ 
vining what paffes at diftance in the camp of the 
Romans ? UTo does not perceive clearly , that the 

onlv 
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only defeSi the Augurs find in the nomination of R - 
MarcelluSy is his being a Plebeian? Thefe re- 1 3 * 4 ' 
flexions appear very juft, and unanfwerable. 

The Augurs however carried it, and an interreg¬ 
num took place, which was fucceeded by thir¬ 
teen more. At la ft C. Poetelius, and L. Papi¬ 
rius Mugillanus were elefted Confuls, It is 
under thefe Confuls that Livy fays Alexandria 
was built, 

C. Poetelius II. a.r. 4^ 

L. Papirius Mugillanus. Ant ’ C * 5V 

Livy places, but with better foundation, the Death ef 
death of Alexander king of Epiros in the fame Aexaysr 
year. Though that has no relation to the Ro- 
man hiftory.; however as that prince made war Liv. I. 
in Italy, Livy thought it merited a place here. 2 4 * 
When the Tarentines preffed him to come 
to Italy, he believed it incumbent upon him to 
confult the oracle of Dodona, which is faid to 
have anfwered, that he lhould Hum the river 
Acheron, and the city of Pandofia, becaufe the 
deftinies had decreed, that he Ihould perifti 
there. This anfwer made him haften his voy¬ 
age to Italy, in order to remove from Pando¬ 
fia a city of Epirus, and the river Acheron, 
which rifes in the country of the MololTi, and 
empties itfelf into the gulph of Thefprotia : 

But fas it frequently happens, fays Livy, that en¬ 
deavouring to avoid, we often hurry into,our 
fate) after having defeated the Brutians and Lu- 
canians in feveral battles, takenTeveral towns 
from them, fent three hundred perfons of the 

moft illuftrious families as hoftages to Epirus, 
he halted near a city, which he did not know 
was called Pandofia, and feized- three eminen¬ 
ces at fome fmall diftance from each other 

upon 


1 
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a.r. szg. upon the frontiers of Bruttium and Lucan ia, in 

orc ] er [Q rava g e f rom thence the country round 
abour. Continual rains having laid it under 
water, and feparated the bodies of his army in 
fuch a manner, that they were not in condi¬ 
tion to aid each other, two of thofe bodies were 
cut in pieces by the enemy, who attacked them 
when they leaft expedted it, after which they' 
turned their whole forces againft the king. The 
exiles of Lucania, who ferved in his troops, 
fent to their countrymen, and promifed. to de¬ 
liver the king into their hands dead or alive, 
upon condition of being reinftated again at 
home. In this extreme danger, the king had 
the courage to open himfelf a way through 
the enemy with an handful of followers, and 
to kill the General of the Lucanians, who 
oppoled him with his own hand. Drawing, 
together his troops who had difperfed on 
all fides in their flight, he arrived on the' 
banks of a river, whofe bridge though it had 
been lately carried away by the violent inun¬ 
dations, ferved however to point out the paf- 
fige. As the troops were palling this ftream 
with great difficulty, not knowing where it was 
fordable, a foldier quite exhaufted with fatigue, 
and frozen with fear, cried out: Ah unfortunate 
river , it is with reafon they call thee Acheron . 
When the king heard tfyat word, he immediate¬ 
ly called to mind the anfwer of the oracle and 
flopp’d Ihort, in doubt whether he {hould pafs the 
river or not. But feeing the Lucanians advan¬ 
cing towards him, he drew his fword, and fpur- 
red his horfe into the current. He had fcarce 
entered it, when one of the Lucanian exiles 
wounded him with a javelin, and he fell dead. 
The ftream carried his body towards the ene¬ 
my, who tore it in pieces, and did it a thou- 
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fand outrages. In the midft of their fury, a f 9* 

woman in great afflidlion ventured to prefent n ‘ ’ : * 3 ’ 
herfelf to them, and afked .as a favour, that 
they would grant her the remains of that un¬ 
fortunate dead body, which would ferve her as 
a means for getting her hulband and children 
out of the hands of the enemy, who kept them 
prifoners. Her prayers and tears prevailed, 
and they defifted from infulting the body. She 
paid the laft duties to thofe miferable remains 
in the city of Confentia, and put the king’s 
bones into the hands of the enemy, who were at 
Metapontum, which were carried from thence 
into Epirus co Cleopatra his wife, and Olym¬ 
pias his filter, of whom the latter was mother • 
and the former filler of Alexander the Great. 

The ceremony of the Leftifternium was cele¬ 
brated at Rome this year for the fifth time, as 
it had been for the third the 391ft year of Rome. 

Livy does not fpcak of the fourth. 

The Confuls who had been elected after feve- War r*- 
ral interregna, caufed war to be declared a- nn ? e ? 
ffainft the Samnites in all the forms, and appli- $*'”* *"* 

D . , r t • , • T . : rr ..amities. 

ed themfeives entirely in making the neceflary Liv. 1 s. 
preparations for its fuccefs. 

They received aid, which they did not ex- 
pe£t: this was frPm the Lucanians and Apuli¬ 
ans, States which had never had any commerce 
with the Romans till then, and who came now 
of. themfeives to offer them their troops in the 
war againft the Samnites. Their offer was ac¬ 
cepted with joy, and a treaty of alliance was 
concluded with them. 


C. 25, 2fc. 


The Romans took fome 


cities from the * Allifr, 

Calhbte 


Samnites, and ravaged part of their lands. 

They had no lefs fuccefs againft the Greeks. 

The auxiliary troops fent by the Samnites and t akJ_ 

people 
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people of Nola to the aid of Palsepolis,' com¬ 
mitted exceffive diforders in that place. This 
induced the befieged to furrender themfelves to 
the Romans. They did fo by the advice and 
affiitance of two of their principal citizens, who 
having the addrefs to make the Samnites quit 
the city, under pretext of an important enter- 
prize againil the enemy, introduced the Roman 
iroops into the place. 

Publilius, after the taking of the city, re¬ 
turned to Rome, where he received the honour 
of a triumph. Two Angular, diftinftions in 
thofe days, but which became very common 
afterwards, render that general’s command re¬ 
markable in hiftory. He was continued in au¬ 
thority under the title of Pro-conful 9 and tri¬ 
umphed after the expiration of his office as 
Confuh Thefe are two novelties, till then 
without example. 

A new war with other Greeks fituated in a 
very different region, began at this time to give 
Rome fome perplexity. I defer fpeaking upon 
that head, till the breaking out of that war in 
earned. 

7 An odious and cruel violence, attempted 
by a creditor, againft the fon of his debtor, 
who had put himfelf into his hands in his 
father’s ftead, made way for a wife inftitu- 
tion, by which the imprifoning of citizens 
for debt was prohibited. The eftates only, 
and not the perfons of debtors, were abandon¬ 
ed to creditors. This regulation does not feem 
to have been always exa&ly obferved, becaufe 
forty years after, it was neceffary to renew it* 
when the multitude retired to Janiculum. 
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L.Furius Camillas, II. 

D. Junius Brutus Sc^va. 


A. R. 430. 
Aht.C. 332. 


The firft care of thefe Confute was to pro- War it* 
pofe an affair of importance, that required* 7 *^** 
immediate decifion, to the Senate. The Vefti 
ni had lately joined the Samnites, with whom They ar $ 
the Romans were actually at war. It was ap- defeated. 
prehended, that their example, if it remained Liv * 84 
unpunifhed, would become contagious, and ’ 
procure the Samnites more allies. But it was 
to be feared, in cafe of attacking the Veftini, 
that the neighbouring States might take the 
alarm, and it was almoft certain, that the Mar- 
fi, Peligni and Marrucini, who altogether were 
not lefs formidable than the Samnites, would 
declare againft Rome. The deliberation was 
delicate and perplexing. The boldeft conduit, 
though it might feem the lead prudent, was 
preferred, and war was declared againft the 
Veftini. (a) The event (hewed, that there is 
wifdom fometimes in hazarding, and that 
timorous counfels are not always the moft fuc- 
cefsful. This war fell by lot to Brutus, and 
that againft the Samnites to Camillus. The 
armies of both took the field, and the care of 
preferving their own country prevented the 
enemy from joining their troops. 

Camillus, whofe province was the moft im- Papiriut 
portant, having been rendered incapable of Cur P’ ** 
difchirging the funitions of it by a confiderable iieagdDicm 
illnefs, had orders to declare a Dictator. He gJwfl'tbi 
nominated L. Papirius Curfor, one of the Samnites % 
greateft generate Rome had ever produced, ^ 1V * 
who appointed Q. Fabius Maximus Rullianus, c 29 ~" 37 ‘ 
matter of the horfe, a young man of the 


[a] Event us docuit, fortes fortunaui juvarc. Li*v. 

Vol. III. L higheft 
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.v r. 4 ;o*higheft birth, and ftill greater hopes. Thefc 
** * * two perfons, fo well matched one would think, 

if they were famous for the victories they gain¬ 
ed during their command, were ftill more 
fo for the difference that arofe between them, 
in which things were carried almoft to the laft 
extremities, as we {hall foon fee. 

Every thing fucceeded with Brutus on the fide 
‘ of the Veftini. The ravaging of their country 
reduced them againft their will to come to a 
battle, wherein they loft moft of their troops. It 
was bloody alfo on the fide of the Romans, who 
bought this viftory dear. They purfued the ene¬ 
my into their camp, which they foon abandoned 
for the refuge of their cides, moft of which were 


taken. 


Fabiuj 


tory 


As to the Diftator, he was obliged, probably 
ir.after of on account of fome pretended neceflary ceremo- 

nies omitted at firft, to return to Rome to 
confult the aufpices. Upon quitting the army, 
abjbtcr of of which he left the command to the mafter of 
tbi D< 3 a - t ^ e h or fe, he exprefsly forbade him to fight in 

O'Y/I/T' his abfence. But Fabius no fooner faw him 
order, tni fet out, than he conceived thoughts of forming 
gains* fa- f ome enterprise, and efpecially when he re- 
novivie- ce j ve( j a( 3 v i ce 0 f enemies extreme negli¬ 
gence fince the departure of Papirius. Dif- 
guft to fee the Dictator aft defpotically, as if the 
fuccefs of all things depended folely upon him, 
and the favourable occafion which he thought 
he had of fignalizing himfelf by a glorious 
aftion, made him forget the orders he had 
received not to fight. He made hafte to at¬ 
tack the Samnites. The fuccefs of the battle 
could not have been greater, if the Diftator 
had been there in perfon. The general and 
foldiers did their duty perfeftly well, and 
: twenty thoufand of the enemy were left upon 

the 
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the field. Some authors even faid, as Livy^^ 
obferves, that there were two battles, and that ■ • ’ 3 
Fabius was victorious in both. He took care 
to burn the fpoils of the enemy, whether he 
had made a vow to that effeCt, which was com¬ 
mon enough, or rather did it to prevent the 
Dictator from deriving any honour from them, 
and their ferving to adorn his triumph. 

Immediately after the aftion, he wrote ad¬ 
vice to Rome of the victory, and.addrefi- 
fed his letters to the Senate and not to, the • 
Dictator, thereby fufficiently intimating, that 
he had no thoughts of dividing the glory of 
his fucceffes with him. The whole city was 
in great joy upon this news: only Papirius did 
not fhare in it, and expreffed nothing but dis¬ 
content and indignation. He immediately dif- 
miffed the Senate, which was actually affembled 
when this account came, and quitted it in the 
higheft rage ; declaring loudly, that the matter 
of the horfe had overcome the enemy, lefs than 
the authority of the diCtatorfhip and military 
difeipline, if his difobedience patted with im¬ 
punity. He immediately fet out for the army, 
menacing Fabius in the moft terrible manner. 

But, notwithftanding all the expedition he 
made, fome of Fabius’s friends got to the camp 
before him, -who flew from the city to give him 
notice, that the Dictator was upon the.point of 
arriving, refolved to proceed with the utmoft 
feverity, and not opening his mouth, except 
in praife of Manlius’s rigor in regard to his 
fon. 

Fabius, on the firft news of the Dictator's 

f * 

approaching arrival, inftantly affembled the 
foldiers, “ conjuring them, that if they had 

not wanted valour to defend the common- 
u Wealth againft its formidable enemies, they 
■ La “ .W9uld- 


* 
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^at!c u W0U ^ have no lefs to fave him, und^r whofe 

44 conduft they had gained the glorious viftory 
44 from the tyrannical cruelty of the Dictator/* 
And he endeavoured to make the indignation 
of Papirius pafs for an effeCt of envy. He comes , 
faid he, full of a bafe and malignant jealoufy of 
the gocd-fGrtune and merit , which he fees with re¬ 
gret in anotlyer . He is in defpair , that the com¬ 
monwealth has had any advantage in bis abfence : 
and bad rather , if that were pofftble , transfer 
the victory to the Samnites , than fee it on the fide 
of the Romans . After fome other reflections of 
the fame nature, he added, in order to intereft 
the whole army in his quarrel: “That them- 
44 felves were attacked in his perfon. That 
44 the Dictator was no lefs incenfed againft the 
44 officers, and even foldiers, than againft the 
44 matter of the horfe. That he intended him 


44 as the firft victim to his vengeance*, but 
44 that it was with the view of exercifing the 
44 fame rigors afterwards againft all the reft: 
44 and he concluded with faying, That he 
44 put his fortune, life, and honour into their 
44 hands.” They all promifed to defend him 
at the hazard of their lives. 


V't DiSia- In the mean time the Dictator arrives, and 
t-.r oil bu immediately fummons the affembly. He caufes 

r Fabiuf*tT F a bius to be cited, and afks him in the firft 
c:s tribu- place, whether it were not true, that he had 
rzUrjis forbade him to fight \ and in the fecond, whe- 

g ther he had not fought however. He ordered 
jJuk- him to anfwer diftinCtly to thofc two queftions. 

Fabius would have been at a great lofs to have 
done fo •, and accordingly ufed evafions. Some¬ 
times he complained of having his judge and 
accufer in the fame perfon. Sometimes he 
cried out with a loud voice that he might de¬ 
prive him of life, but not of the honour of an 

jlluftrious 
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illuftrious vidory. He mingled 
with reproaches. But thefe loofe, 
fame time, offenfive difcourfes, only ferved to 
irritate the Didator, who ordered his lidors to 
feize the mafter of the horfe. Fabius at the 
fame time called upon the foldiers for aid, and 
having difengaged himfelf from the lidors, 
took refuge in the midft of the army, who re¬ 
ceived, and furrounded him. The camp was in 
a dreadful tumult. Here prayers were heard, 
and there menaces. Thofe who were near the 
Didator’s tribunal, fearing to be known, as 
might eafily happen, contented themfelves with 
conjuring him to pardon the mafter of the 
horfe, and not to condemn the whole army with 
him. But thofe who were at the extremity of 
the affembly, and the troops who furrounded 
Fabius, vented bold invedives aloud againftche 
inflexible cruelty of the Didator. At length 
Papirius’s lieutenants, who were near his* per- 
fon, tC defired him to defer the decifion of their 
44 affair, and to take time to confider of it fe- 
44 rioufly and in cool blood. They reprefented 
44 to him, that the mafter of the horfe’s fault, 

44 which proceeded rather from his youth than 
44 badnefs of difpofuion, had been fufficiently 
44 punifhed, and his vidory difhonoured. They 
44 conjured him not to carry things to extre- 
44 mities, and not finally to degrade by an 
44 ignominious punilhment, both a young man 
44 of extraordinary merit, and his father a per- 
44 fon of fuch diftinguifhed worth in fo many 
44 refpeds, with the whole illuftrious houfe of 
44 the Fabii” 

Seeing that thefe motives made no impreflion 
upon him, they defired him 44 to caft his eyes 
44 upon that multitude juft ready to revolt; ob- 
44 ferving at the fame time that it did not confift 
: JL 2 “either 


iuftifications a. R- 
and at the 



J 5° 

A. A. 430. 
Aat. C jiX 


Furius,. Junius, Confuls. 

u either with his age or wifdom, to augment 
44 the rage he faw too much enflam^d already, 
4< and to fomi(h matter for a fedition juft upon 
“ the point of breaking out: they added, that 
44 nobody would impute it to Fabius, who was 
44 for avoiding the punifhment with which he 
44 waa menaced, but to the Dictator, if, blind- 


44 ed by his rage, he exafperated the multitude 
44 againft him by obftinately perfifting to abate 
44 them nothing of his rigor. That to conclude, 
46 left he might think that they fpoke in that 
44 manner meerly out of favour to Fabius, they 
44 were ready to affirm upon oath, that dry did 
44 not think it for the good of the common- 

4C wealth in the prefent conjuncture to punifti the 
44 crime of Fabius.” 

1 

Thefe remonftrances rather enraged Papirius 
againft the lieutenants, than rendered him lefs 
inflexible in refped to Fabius. He command¬ 
ed them to leave his tribunal ; and then ordered 


filence to be made. But the horrible noife,t hat 


continued, prevented either himfelf or his offi¬ 
cers from being heard. At length night, as 
fometimes happens in battles, feparated the.ad- 
verfaries. 


Tcbliu The mafter of the horfe was ordered to.ap- 
tahsrc- _ pear next day• But by the advice, of his 

^Rom^Tbe friends, who reprefented to him, that the anger 
DiBator . of Papirius would only be the more violent in 
folios effed of contradiction, he fled to Rome in the 

night, and by the advice of his father, who had 
' been three times Conful and Didator, affem- 
bled the Senate. Whilft he was declaiming 
f againft the rigor and injuftke of his general, on 
, a fudden the noife of the Lidors removing the 
crowd was heard at the door.' It was the Dida- * 


tor, who having been informed.of the retreat of 

the 


• « 
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the matter of the horfe, had followed him ^*1 

. - ttz« 

clofe. 

The quarrel was renewed, and Papirius or- f 
dered his Liftors to feize Fabius. In vain did 


the principal perfons of the Senate, and th? 
whole Senate, demand grace for him. He per- 
fifted inflexibly in his refolution. M, Fabius, 
father of the matter of the horfe, had then re; 
courfe to the laft refuge that remained, and ad¬ 
drefling himfelf to the Diftator, : As . nothing* 
faid he, is capable of moving you ,. neither the au¬ 
thority of the Senate , the age of an unfortunate 
father, whom you are refolved to deprive of bis 
only conflation, the merit and nobility of a mafter 
of the horfe , nominated by yourfelf, nor , laftly, 
prayers, which often make the moft objlinate ene¬ 
mies relent, and difarm the anger of the gods: ,1 
ptit myfelf under the protection of the Tribunes 
and ; appeal to the People, and becaufe you will 
not comply either with the judgment of the army , 
or that of the Senates, I make the People our judges, 
who certainly have more power than your DiBator- 
pip gives you. Let us fee whether you willfulmit jo 
an appeal, to which Tullus Hojlilius, King of 
Rome, fubmitted. 

In confequence of this appeal, they removed 50 
the Forum. The Dictator attended the tribunal 
for harangues followed by very few. The Mafter 
of the horfe did the fame, accompanied by all 
the moft illuftrious perfons of the city. Papi¬ 
rius at firft ordered him to go down, and his 


father following him, faid to the Dictator, Tou 
do its a favour in making us defend into a place, 
where, though We were private perfons, we could 
make ourfelves be beard. At firft what palled 
was not continued dittourfes, but tumultuous 
Wrahglfnfr; At Jaft the voiceof Fabius the father, 


^ - / JL 

by his indignation, furratphted the 
. . • L 4 A# tomtit. 
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life ^mult, and mac ^ e n °ifc ceafe. He accufed 
3 ’ Z Papirius of pride and cruelty. He quoted himfelf 
by way ofexampIe,reprefenting,“ That he had 
44 been Di&ator alfo at Rome, but that he had 
46 never treated any one whatfoever, Plebeian,of- 
<c ficer,orfoldier,injurioufly.ThatPapirius fought 
44 to acquire a vidlory over a Roman general, as 
“ over the chiefs of the enemy. What diffe- 
44 rence was there between the wife moderation 
<4 of the ancients, and the haughty cruelty, upon 
44 which people valued themfelves now-a-days! 
44 And he related on this occafion, the examples 
“ of many great men, who had fignalized 

44 themfelves only by their lenity in refpeft -to 
44 generals, who had failed in their duty 
44 either againft themfelves, or the common- 
44 wealth. He added, that the Roman people, 
44 whofe authority is fovereign, had never 
44 carried its anger farther againft thofe, who 
44 had loft armies by their temerity and igno- 
44 ranee, than by condemning them in fome 
44 fine ; but that none of them had hitherto 
i4 been punifhed with death for having fuc- 
^ 44 ceeded ill. That now the rods and axes 
** 44 were to be employed againft the generals of 
44 the Roman people, who had obtained glo- 
“ rious viftories, a treatment which could not 
44 rightfully have been ufed againft them, even 
44 though they had been defeated. And was 
44 it confident, whilft the the whole city was 
44 rejoicing and offering facrifices of thankf- 
44 giving in the temples for the advantages gained 
44 by Fabius over the enemy, that Fabius himfelf 
44 Ihould be led to execution in the prefence of 
44 the people, and in the fight of the fame gods, 
44 whom he had not invoked in vain, and 
44 whofe protection he had experienced in the 
44 two battles he had fought. What grief 

44 would 
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<c would that be for the Roman army ! What ^ 
“ matter of triumph to the enemy !** He vented 
thefe complaints imploring the aid of gods 
and men, and with a flood of tears tenderly 
embraced his fon. 

Fabius had the majefty of the Senate, the fa¬ 
vour of the People, the protection of the Tri¬ 
bunes, and the ardent wiflies of the army, on 
his fide. Papirius, on the contrary, infilled 
ftrongly upon the authority of the fupreme com¬ 
mand, confidered till then as facred and invio¬ 
lable, military difcipiine, the orders of the Di¬ 
ctator always refpefted as oracles, the example 
of Manlius, and paternal tendernef 2 . facrificed to. 
the State. He authorized hitnfelf a!fo by the 
puniihment infli&ed by Brutus, founder of the 
commonwealth, upon his two Tons. But now , 
faid he, foft and indulgent fathers, eafy old men , 
reckon the Dictator's authority as nothing , and par¬ 
don a young man the fubverfion of military difci¬ 
piine, as a matter of little conference. As for me % 

I {hall continue fixed in ny refolution , and will 
abate nothing of the juft feverity of the law , in re¬ 
gard to one who has fought in contempt at once of 
my orders and religion , at a time when the aufpices 
were doubtful and uncertain . It is not in my power 
to prevent the majejly of the fupreme command from 
being violated: but • Papirius will never violate it 
in any thing by bis own alt. I defire that the Tri- 
bunitian power , which is inviolable , may it/elf not 
violate , by its oppofition , the facred rights of that 
command , and that the Roman People do not ren¬ 
der vile , and deftroy in my perfon , the authority of 
the DiClatorfhip , and the Diftatorjhip itfelf. If 
that be done notwiihftanding my remonftrances, 
pofterity jhall not blame L . Papirius for it , but the 
Tribunes and the inconfiderate judgment of the Peo¬ 
ple , when military difcipiine being once abolijhed , 

the 
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3!^ P r * vate f oUi * r fall w> longer obey the Ceniuri - 

on, the Centurion the Tribune , the Tribune the 
Lieutenant-general, the lieutenant-general the Con- 
ful , nor the Majler of the horfe the Diftator . When 
neither men nor Gods Jhall be refpeBed any longer £ 
v)bcn the orders of the generals, and the aufpices f 
fhall be obferved no more *, when the troops Jhall dif- 
perfe on all fides at tbeir pleafure without leave -; 
when, forgetting the religion of their oaths , and 
having no guide but licentioufnefs, they Jhall quit 
the fervice at will ; when they Jhall keep to their 
colours no longer , ajfemble no longer when ordered % 
dijirnguijh no longer between day and night, whe¬ 
ther they are in a favourable or difadvantageous 
pofty and - are to fight with or without the order of 
their general', when they fhall no longer take any 
care to follow tbeir colours, or keep their ranks ; 
in a word, that the foldiery, injlead of being go¬ 
verned, as they always have been, by tbeir oaths 
and inviolable cuftoms , Jhall become an . headlong 
■ banditti,- without rule and without law: Tribunes 
of the People , will you be refponfible for thefe enor¬ 
mous diforders to all jucceeding times, and take up¬ 
on your own beads the horror of all thefe crimes , 
for the fake of fupporling Fabius in his difobedi - 
cnce ? 

Thefe words pronounced with a fevere tone, 
and an air of majefty, made a terrible impreffion 
upon the People, each citizen coniidering them 
as fo many curfes, which he was going to take 
upon himfelf, m cafe be ventured to proceied 
any farther. -The Tribunes in particular were 
fo much confounded, and feized with fuch a ter¬ 
ror in confequence, that they did not know 
where they were; and began to dread almoft 
more for themfelves,. than for him whofe defence 
they had undertaken. But the Roman People^ 

extricated them oat of this difficulty, ia having 

"refcourle 
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rccourfe to praying and conjuring the Dictator 
to grant them grace for the matter of the horfe. 

The Tribunes* following the People’s example, 
united with them in their requeft; whilft Fabi- 
us the elder, and young Fabius, threw theni- 
felves at the feet of Papirius, imploring him 
with tears to fuffer himfelf to be moved. 

The Diftator then having caufed filence to be TbeDiRa- 
made, fpoke as follows. I am fatisfied: Milu 
tary difciplin *, the majefty of the fupreme com- Fabius at 

mand , which ran the rifque this day of being for the requeft 

ever abolijhed, have at length triumphed . Fabius, °f thePeo ' 
who prefumed to fight contrary to the orders of his **' 
general , has not defended himfelf as innocent, but 
acknowledged himfelf guilty . He obtains pardon 
for his crime by the prayers of the Roman People 
and the Tribunes , who ajk life for him as a grace , 
not as ajuftice. Live then , Q. Fabius , a tboufand 
times more happy by the. unanimity of your fellow- 
citizens in interefting themfelves for you , than by 
the victory which gave you fo much joy . Live, 
after having committed a crime , which your own 
father would not have forgiven you, had he been in 
my place. Tou may make your peace with knt 
whenever you pleafe. * But for the Roman People; 
to whom you are indebted for your life , know that 
the gfeateft mark you can give them of your grati¬ 
tude, is to learn from what has paffed this day\ to ' 
obey fubmifiively, as well in peace as war, thofe 
who have a legitimate authority over you . 

Thus ended this great quarrel. The Senate 
and People, foil of joy, re-condu&ed Papirius 
in a body, congratulating both the Diftator and 
matter of the horfe with an equal effufion of 
heart. Every body believed, that the military 
difcipline had been no lefs enforced by the dan¬ 
ger Fabius had ran, than by the cruel punilh- 
ment of young Manlius, It however coft Fa-. 
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A- r. 430. bius his office. The Dictator depofed him, aadf 
Aat,c ‘ 3**- a pp 0 i n ted another matter of the htirfe in his 

Head. 

It does not belong to me to decide upon the 
conduft of thefe great men, whofe views were 
fo much fuperior, and who knew how far the 
good of the commonwealth required, that feve- 
rity and lenity fhould be carried. It cannot be 
denied, but that military difcipline made it ne- 
ceffary, that Fabius, who had deferved death 
by his difobedience, fhould not obtain pardon 
till after having experienced all the danger of 
punifhment, and that pardon-fhould be granted 
him under the name of a grace and as to a cri¬ 
minal. The offer Papirius makes of being re¬ 
conciled to him when he pleafed, fufficiently 
argues, that he did not aft from paffion. But 
in my opinion, after all that had patted, which 
mult have left a deep wound in the heart of a 
young Roman of Fabius’s charafter, a pardon 
without referve, mingled with fomc exterior 
marks of affeftion and tendernefs, would have 
been very proper, if not to have healed that 
wound entirely, at lead to have fofrened and 
abated the fmart of it. The fequef of the hi- 
ftory will (hew, that Fabius always retained a 

warm refentment of the affront he had received. 
7 ht trscfj It happened this year, as often as the Difta- 

tor removed from the army, that the Samnites 

'rUtfaZ P ut themfelves in motion, and feemed defirous 
their to come to a battle. But M. Valeriu^ the 
anirr:f.ty lieutenant-general, who commanded in the 

camp, had Fabius’s example before his eyes* 
which made him lefs afraid of the enemy’s at¬ 
tacks, than the inexorable anger of the Dicta¬ 
tor. For this reafon, when Tome foragers had 
fallen into an ambufcade, wherein they were de¬ 
feated, it was believed that the lieutenant would 

have. 
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have aided them, if the drift and terrible orders A - R - 
of the Diftator had not prevented him. This Ant ' 3ia ‘ 
circumftance difgufted the troops dill more in 
refpeft to him, who were already much diffa- 
tisfied with his inflexible rigour in the cafe of 
Fabius, and his having granted that to the 
prayers of the People, which he had obftinately 
refufed to them. 

When the Diftator returned to the camp, his 
arrival neither gave much joy to his troops, nor 
much fear to the enemy. The next day, whe¬ 
ther the latter were ignorant of his return, or 
did not pay much regard to it, they approached 
the Roman camp in order of battle. Papirius 
immediately marched out againft them, and 
fhewed in the battle, of how great confequence 
the merit and ability of a Angle man is fome- 
times to an army. For it was agreed on all 
hands, that the war with the Samnites might 
have been terminated this day with fuccefs, if 
the troops had fupported their general, fo hap¬ 
pily had he known how to take all advantages. 

But the foldiers were exprefsly wanting in their 
duty, to obfcure the glory of their leader, and 
tb prevent him from gaining the victory. The 
Samnites had mod killed, and the Romans 


mod wounded. The Diftator rightly percei¬ 
ved what had been the obdacle to his viftory, 
and that it was necefiary to moderate the haugh- 


tinefs of his difpofition, and mingle mildnefs 
with feverity. With this view, taking his TfoDifia- 
lieutenants along with him, he went to vifit the tor . re . con ~ 

1 1 * • * • 1 1 • 1 • ales bis 

wounded, and putting his head into their tents, trog ^ 
afked each of them how they did, and gave his him. 


lieutenants, Tribunes, and other officers, exprefs 
orders that they fhould want for nothing. He 
acquitted himfelf with fo much dexterity of a 


care very popular in itfelf, that in his endea¬ 


vours 
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vours to re-inftate the health of the. body, he 
3 ~ perfe&ly cured the diforders of the mind, and 
conciliated their favour in a wonderful manner. 
This viftory over himfelf foon procured him 
one over the Samnites. 

f.k- -w When his army was entirely recovered, he 
TjfVrJ an attacked the enemy with entire affurance as well 

co yr^i in refpedt to himfelf as the troops, of obtaining 
a truce/»■ the vi&ory. Accordingly he gave them fo 

great a defeat, that from thenceforth they did 
not dare to (hew themfelves any more in the 
field againft him. He afterwards led his vifto- 
rious army into the enemy’s country, wherever 
the hopes of booty invited him, without finding 
any refiftance. And what augmented the ardor 

of the foldiers, was his abandoning all the fpoils 
to them. The Samnites, difcouraged by fo 
many Ioffes, demanded pe&ce of the Diftator. 
After having agreed with them, that they (hould 
give each of his foldiers an habit and a year’s 
pay, he referred them to the Senate. The Dila¬ 
tor re-entered Rome in triumph. The Samnites 
could obtain only a truce for a year. 
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! The Samnites break the truce, and are entirely de¬ 
feated. They make their fubmijfwn, and are 
■ refufed peace. Pontius, general of the Samnites , 
: rejlores their courage, and makes them take arms. 
He lays an ambufcade for the Romans near Cau- 
dium: the latter give into it precipitately. Their 

?,rmv is fhututi between two defiles. Pontius 

# « 

njeSIs the wifi advice of Herennius his father. 
*lhe Romans are reduced by necefftly io accept 
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a- r. 430. bius his office. The Diftator depofed him, a ncf 
Ant.c. 3*** appointed another matter of the htirfe in his 

Head. 

It does not belong to me to decide upon the 

conduft of thefe great men, whofe views were 
fo much fuperior, and who knew how far the 
good of the commonwealth required, that feve- 
rity and lenity fhould be carried. It cannot be 
denied, but that military difcipline made it ne- 
ceffary, that Fabius, who had deferred death 
by his difobedience, fhould not obtain pardon 
till after having experienced all the danger of 
punifhment, and that pardon fhould be granted 
him under the name of a grace and as to a cri¬ 
minal. The offer Papirius makes of being re¬ 
conciled to him when he pleafed, fufficiently 
argues, that he did not aft from paffion. But 
in my opinion, after all that had paffed, which 
mutt have left a deep wound in the heart of a 
young Roman of Fabius’s character, a pardon 
without referve, mingled with fomc exterior 
marks of affeftion and tendernefs, would have 
been very proper, if not to have healed that 
wound entirely, at leaft to have foffened and 
abated the fmart of it. The fequel’of the bi- 
ftory will (hew, that Fabius always retained a 
warm refentment of the affront he had received. 
fit trSCp It happened this year, as often as the Difta- 
diji+fad tor removed from the army, that the Samnites 

P ut themfelves in motion, and feemed defirous 
their 10 come to a battle. But M. Valerius, the 
tmirr.?f.tj lieutenant-general, who commanded in the 

inab&.t<. C amp, had Fabius’s example before his eyes, 

which made him lefs afraid of the enemy’s at¬ 
tacks, than the inexorable anger of the Dicta¬ 
tor. For this reafon, when fome foragers had 
fallen into an ambufcade, wherein they were de¬ 
feated, it was believed that the lieutenant would 

have* 
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have aided them, if the flridt and terrible orders A * R - 41°* 
of the Dictator had not prevented him. This Ant c ' 3il * 
circumftance difgulled the troops dill more in 
refpedt to him, who were already much diffa- 
tisfied with his inflexible rigour in the cafe of 
Fabius, and his having granted that to the 
prayers of the People, which he had obftinately 
refufed to them. 


When the Diftator returned to the camp, his 
arrival neither gave much joy to his troops, nor 
much fear to the enemy. The next day, whe¬ 
ther the latter were ignorant of his return, or 
did not pay much regard to it, they approached 
the Roman camp in order of battle. Papirius 
immediately marched out againft them, and 
fliewed in the battle, of how great confequence 
the merit and ability of a Angle man is fome- 
times to an army. For it was agreed on all 
hands, that the war with the Samnites might 
have been terminated this day with fuccefs, if 
the troops had fupported their general, fo # hap¬ 
pily had he known how to take all advantages. 
But the foldiers were exprefsly wanting in their 
duty, to obfcure the glory of their leader, and 
tb prevent him from gaining the victory. The 
Samnites had mod killed, and the Romans 


mod wounded. The Didtator rightly percei¬ 
ved what had been the obdacle to his vidtory, 
and that it was neceflary to moderate the haugh- 
tinefs of his difpofition, and mingle mildnefs 
with feverity. With this view, taking his WnDiaa- 
lieutenants along with him, he went to vifit the 
wounded, and putting his head into their tents, 
alked each of them how they did, and gave his him. 
lieutenants, Tribunes, and other officers, exprefs 
orders that they ffiould want for nothing. He 
acquitted himfelf with fo much dexterity of a 
care very popular in itfelf, that in his endea¬ 


vours 
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vours to re-inftate the health, of the. body, he 
* ~ perfectly cured the diforders of the mind, and 
conciliated their favour in a wonderful manner. 
This victory over himfelf foon procured him 
one over the Samnites. 

When his army was entirely recovered, he 
attacked the enemy with entire affurance as well 


:w 

nitcs art 

* n re fp c( ^ t0 himfelf as the troops, of obtaining 
the victory. Accordingly he gave them fo 


truce fvr 


ay a 
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great a defeat, that from thenceforth they did 
not dare to Ihew themfelves any more in the 


field againft him. He afterwards led his victo¬ 
rious army into the enemy’s country, wherever 
the hopes of booty invited him, without finding 
any refiftance. And what augmented the ardor 
of the foldiers, was his abandoning all the fpoils 
to them. The Samnites, difcouraged by fo 
many lofies, demanded peace of the Dictator. 
After having agreed with them, that they fhould 
give each of his foldiers an habit and a year’s 
pay, he referred them to the Senate. The Dicta¬ 
tor re-entered Rome in triumph. The Samnites 
could obtain only a truce for a year. 
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T HIS ninth book contains the hiftory 

of twenty-five years, from the war 
with the Samnites and the defeat of 
the Romans at the Furcee Caudinee , the 431ft 
year, till the war with the Hetrurians the 456th 
year of Rome. 

S E C T. I. 

The Samnites break the truce , and are entirely de¬ 
feated. They make their fubmiffion , and are 
• refufed peace. Pontius , general of the Samnites, 

'■ rellores their courage, and makes them take arms. 
He lays an amhufcade for the Romans near Cau- 
dium: the latter give into it precipitately. Their 
army is Jhut-up between two defiles. Pontius 
rejects the wife advice of Herennius his father. 
The Romans are reduced by necejfity to Accept 
the hard conditions imposed on them.- Pontius 
makes them pafs under the yoke, after which he 
difmijfes them , keeping fix hundred Knights as 
■ bojlages for the obfervance of the convention made 
with the Confuls. Profound dejeftioti of the fol- 
* • diers , when they pafs through Capua , and af • 
terwards when they enter Rome. The Senate 

■ vjfembles. The convention is declared void , by 

the 
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the advice of Poftumius , who had concluded and 
figned it himfdf as Conful . Himfelf, his collegue , 
and all the officers who had figned the conven¬ 
tion, are delivered up to Pontius, who refufes to 
receive them. The Samnites lofe two battles . 
Toey are made to pafs under the yoke. Luceria 
is taken , and the fix hundred hoflagts confined 
in it rtfiored to the Romans. Praife of Papirius 

Curfor . 


A. r. 


4 H. 

A-.t.C 


C. Sulpicius Longus, II. 

Q. Aulius Cerretanus. 

'V'-e Sam- 

iit-: break 
1 e truce , 
rnd at etn- 

t'rfts de- Ioffes to demand peace of the Senate, had been 

able to obtain only a truce for a year, and That 

Affoon as 


w 


E have feen that the Samnices, after hav¬ 
ing been defeated more than once by the 
Dictator Papirius Curfor, and reduced by their 


f: lied. 


luy matt t j^ e y ^ ^ k eg p w Jj 0 l e term. 


/vr- <"M 

wi:fR v 


they were apprized, that Papirius, after having 
* id are re- nominated C. Sulpicius and Q. Aulius Confuls, 
fees peace* [ n( j abdicated the Di&atorlhip, they took up 

arms again, with no better fuccefs than before. 
They did not dare to face the Roman army, 
but kept themfelves fhut up in their cities. 
Their country, and that of the Apulians, whom 
they had brought into their party, were rava¬ 
ged, during which they did not feem to have 
any thoughts of defending them. 


A.R. 432. 
Aat-C. 320. 


Q. Fabius. 
L. Fulvius. 


The Samnites fhewed more courage the year 
following, and attacked the Roman army firft. 
The battle was one of the rudeft and tnoft ob- 
ftinate. Viftory was long doubtful: but at laft 
it declared entirely for the Romans, and the 
Samnites were cut to pieces. 

This 
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This defeat, which coft the Samnites their beft 

troops, exceedingly afflifted the nation. They 

faid loudly in ail the [a) affemblies, it was no 
wonder that a war undertaken againft the faith 
of treaties, and wherein they had the Gods ra¬ 
ther than men for enemies, was attended with 
ill fuccefs. That it was abfolutely neceffary to 
appeafe the wrath of heaven : that the queftion 
only was to confider, whether that was to be 
done by the blood and death of a fmall number 
of criminals, or by the entire ruin of the Peo¬ 
ple, who had no fliare in that prevarication. 
They went fo far as to name the principal au¬ 
thors of the rupture, at the head of whom thdy 
placed one Brutulus Papins. He was a man of 
great birth, and (till greater credit, who was 
known to have induced the Samnites more than 
any one elfe to break the truce with the Ro¬ 
mans. The Praetors, obliged to bring the affair 
relating to him into deliberation, ordained by a 
decree, a That Brutulus Papius Ihould be deli- 
c< vered up to the Romans: that all the fpoils 
<c and prifoners taken from the Romans, fhould 
<c be fent with him to Rome •, and that fatif- 
46 faftion fhould be given them for all the grie- 
<c vances of which they had fent heralds to Sam- 
“ nium to complain.’* The decree was execu¬ 
ted, and in confequence the body of Brutulus, 
who had prevented the punifhment by a volun¬ 
tary death, was carried to Rome with all his 
fortune. The Roman people would receive on¬ 
ly the prifoners, and fuch part of rhe fpoils as 
were claimed by their owners. The deputies of 
the Samnites returned without having been able 
to obtain peace. 

(a) IVIinime id quidem mi- oribus merito diis quam ho- 
rum efiV, fi impio bello & minibus, nihil prolpere age- 
contra fcedu ‘JiCepto infeiti- rent, Liv> 
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A. R. 43a. 
Ant.C. 319* 
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a R. 4:- I do r.ot know whether the honour of the laft 

C - - • 

^ victory, of which I have juft fpoke. is to be 
afcribed to the Confuls, or to a Diffator, who 
was nominated this year. It is certain, that 
Aulus Cornelius was Dictator. But fome au¬ 
thors relate, that he was only created to dif- 
charge a function in the Roman games l. the 
room of the Pnmor, who was very ill ar that 
time •, which was m give the fignal for the 
flatting of the chariots. 


T. Veturius Calvinus II. 
Sp. Postumius Albin t us II. 
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The return of the Deputies fhould, one would 
think, occafion a great conllernation amongft 
the Samnites: but it produced a quite contrary 
effect. Caius Pontius, a perfon of very great 
military abilities, was then tneir general. His 
father Herennius palled for the wifeft and mod 
judicious man of his age. Cicero tell us, this 
Jaft had been acquainted with Architas of Ta- 
rer.rum, a famous p'nilofopher and mathema¬ 
tician, who in a converiation, at whicn Plato 
9 was prefent, proved, that the pleafures of the 
body were the fource of the moil fatal evils to 
mankind. What will be foon faid of this He- 
rtnnius, will fnew, that his reputation for a 
man of wifdom and counfel was not without 


ic./idation. 


Pontius, his fon, foon after the return of the 
Deputies, called an affembly, to which he fpoke 
in thole terms. Do not believe , Samnites , that 
' Oiv deputation has been vain and ineffectual. It 
Dm expiated the crime , which we had committed 
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",ari”ium 
L. fur;us 


and /p. Claudius, the 406 th 

year rf Rome, 

in 
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in breaking the treaties , and appeafed the anger of a R- 431 . 
the gods juftly provoked. If it be evident , /to // Ante 319. 

w; the will of the gods to force us by our Ioffes 
to fatisfy the Romans for the grievances they had 
fujfered from us, it is no lefs clear, that it was 
not their will , that our fatisfadion fhould be re* 
ceived with fo much haughtinefs and contempt . 

What is there more in our power to do either for 
appeafing the gods , or for falisfying men , than 
what we have done ? We have returned them all 


we had taken from them, and that appertained to 
its by the right of war. Not being able to deli¬ 
ver up the authors of the rupture alive, we have 
delivered up their bodies. We have carried their 
eftates to Rome , that nothing which belonged to 
the guilty might remain amongfi us. And could 
the Romans require any thing more of us? We 
are willing to take any people of the earth for ar¬ 
biters and judges of the cafe between us. But if 
there be no protection in human laws for the weak 
againft thofe that are firong: we will have recourfe 
to the gods , the avengers of pride and infolence. 
Ton have no occafion , Samnites, to deliberate up¬ 
on the choice you ought to make . The war is juft> 
when it is necejfary \ and arms lawful , when they 
are our only refource. (a) Therefore , as in all 
human undertakings the only quejiion is to know , 
whether the gods are for or againft us, be affured 
that as in all preceding wars you have rather 
ailed againft the gods than againft men , in this 
which you are going to undertake , you will have 
thofe fame gods for gour guides and protestors. 


[a] Proinde, cum rerum ora bdla adverfus deos magrs 
humanarum maximum mo- quam homines gefluTe ; hoc, 
mentum fit, quam propitiis quod adfit, ducibus ipiis diis 
rem, quam adverfis agant gdturos. liv. 
diis; pro certo habere, pri- 

M 2 Thi* 
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m 3 * This difcourfe filled the whole People with 
tonijui hope, courage, and ardor. Pontius, to make 
lays an the belt of thofe happy difpofitions made his 

troops take the field immediately. As he could 
'r.u^'niar noc with reafon flatter himfelf, that the Sam- 
Cavdum. nites would be too hard for the Roman army 
tbrsfill by open force, which had always mifcarried 

hitherto, he refolved to employ ftratagem a- 
\Tctirar - gainft thofe formidable enemies. He marched 
mil s a re with as little noife as poflible to incamp near 
■^^^Caudium, a little village between Capua and 

^ Beneventum •, and knowing that the Confuls 
were not far off with their army, he difguifed 
ten of his foldiers like fhepherds, gave them 
flocks to drive in different places, but always 
on the fide towards the Roman camp, and or» 
dered all of them to fay in conformity with each 
other, when they ffiould be taken and carried 
to the Confuls, as could not fail to happen, that 
the army of the Samnites was aftually befieging 
Luceria in Apulia, and that the place, whofe 
inhabitants were faithful allies of the Romans, 
was reduced to great extremities. This report, 
which Pontius had before exprefly caufed to be 
fpread, had already reached the camp of the 
Confuls. The account of the prifoners left no 
room to doubt it, and efpecially as they all a- 
greed in their (lory with each other. All that 
Pontius had forefeen, happened. The Confuls 
gave into the fnare, and believing it neceffary 
to aid an allied city immediately, that was in 
great danger^ they confulted no farther, except 
upon the route they were to take. There were 
two ways thither. The one fafeft, but farther : 
the other (hort, but dangerous, becaufe it was 
neceffary to pafs two defiles, joined together by 
a circle of mountains, that left a plain of fuflT 
ciently large extent in the midft. The latter 

was 
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was however preferred, becaufe the Romans 
thought they could never arrive foon enough at 
Luceria. They palled the firft defile, but when 
they came to the fecond, they found the en¬ 
trance barricadoed with a great quantity of 
trunks of trees and great Hones, that formed a 
kind of rampart. Upon calling their eyes up¬ 
wards they perceived the neighbouring hills en¬ 
tirely covered with the enemy. They then re¬ 
turned precipitately in order to regain the other 
opening : but found that alfo barred, and 
the Samnites polled as at the firft. They 
halted of themfelves, feized with an aftonilh- 
ment and terror, that feemed to have de¬ 
prived them at once of all fenfe and motion. 
They looked upon each other, as if each was in 
hopes of finding that counfel and refuge in their 
companion, which they had not in them¬ 
felves. 

Afterwards when they faw that the Cohfuls 
tents were pitching, and that fome foldiers were 
preparing inftruments for breaking ground, and 
throwing up intrenchments, though they rightly 
perceived, that their utter incapacity of find¬ 
ing any refource, or means for defending them¬ 
felves, was upon the point of expofing their 
works to the enemy’s laughter \ however, 
not to add by their own fault to all the mif- 
fortunes with which they were overwhelmed, 
each on his own fide, without being exhorted 
or ordered by any one, applied himfelf to for¬ 
tify the camp along the fide of a brook, own¬ 
ing at the fame time not without fhame and 
grief, that all the pains they took were en¬ 
tirely vain •, befides which the enemy from the 
tops of the mountains rallied them bitterly to 
that effeft. The Confuls thought it to no pur- 
pofe to affemble the council of war. The 
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‘V principal officers came to them of themfelves: 

' and the foldiers in throngs at the fame time de¬ 
manded an aid from their generals, which, fays 
Livy, they could hardly hope from the gods. 
The council paffed in uncertain confufed opini¬ 
ons. Every one judged according to his genius 
and difpofuion. Some were for endeavouring 
to force the barricadoes, or to climb the moun¬ 
tains. Others reprefented the impoflibility of 
fucceeding either in the one or the other of thofe 
attempts. Thefe refleftions employed them the 
whole night, without their thinking either of 
nourilhment or repofe, and without being able 
to conclude any thing. 

The Samnites, on their fide, were in no lefs 
perplexity, but of a different kind, not know¬ 
ing what choice they ffiould make, in order to 
improve fo happy an occafion as the prefent to 
the utmoft. As they could not determine this 
point themfelves, they refolved to fend to con- 
lult Hcrennius Pontius, the general’s father, up¬ 
on it. He was very much advanced in years, 
and had renounced not only all military, but 
all other affairs and employments whatsoever. 
However, in a body infirm with age, he re¬ 
tained a lively wit and folid judgment. When 
therefore he was informed, that the Romans 
were fhut up in the defiles of Caudium, he an- 
fwered rhe perfon who came from his fon to 
confuk him, that his advice was, to let them all 
depart affoon as poffible without the lead hurt. 
This advice was rejected by every body, and 
perfons were fent to him again to know, whe¬ 
ther he had nothing better to fay. To this fe- 
cond deputation he advifed, that they ffiould 
kill the Romans, and not let a Angle man of 
them efcape, 


Anfwers 
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Anfwers fo oppofite, which refembied the^ R c 4|3* 
obfcuriry of oracles, occafioned great furprize. nt ' ' 
They appeared to feverafi and in particular to 
the fon of Herennius (who does not feem very 
refpeftful on this occafion to his father) as marks • 
of the weaknefs of his years. It was however 
refolved, that he fhould come to the camp. The 
good old man confented, and when he was in 
the council, adhered to the two opinions he had 
given before, contenting himfclf with adding 
the reaions for them. He laid, 44 T hat in foi- 
44 lowing the firft, which feemed the belt to 
44 him, they gained the eternal amity of a 
“ powerful people by a fignal benefaction. 

44 That if they preferred the fecond, they would 
“ make the Romans incapable of taking the 
46 field againft them a great while, and would 
44 weaken them exceedingly by the lofs of two 
44 armies, which it would be very difficult for 
44 them to retrieve. That there was no third 
44 choice to make.” How, faid fomebody, is 
there no medium ? Can we not give them their 
lives , but not till after having ini po fed fuch terms 

upon them , as the right of war admits to preferibs 
the conquered. 'That is exactly the means , re¬ 
plied Herennius, neither to make your [elves friends, 
nor to deliver yourfelves from your enemies. Let 
the Romans live after having enraged them by 
fhame and ignominy: they are a people , that 
know not how to lie fill , even when defeated ; 

The remembrance of the indignities , which their 
prefent necefity fljall have reduced them to under¬ 
go, will remain eternally engraven in their hearts , 
and will not juffer them to give themfdves a mo- 
mends reft , till they have avenged tbemfelves in 
a diftinguijhed manner , and made themfelves a* 
mends with in ter eft . Thefe reafons were not ap¬ 
proved, and Herennius was reconduffed home. 
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tntc. m 3 Th e fequel will fhew how much in the right 
J 9 that old man was, for rejefting the mediums 
of a falfe and timorous policy, which ufually, 
whilft it intends to accommodate every thing 
for the belt, remedies nothing, and fatisfies no 
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The Romans during this interval, had made 
feveral ineffectual at:empts to break their pri- 
rJc.fi -r to fon, if we may ufe that expreflion. At length 

conquered by neceflity. and beginning to be in 
want of every thing, they fent deputies to Pon¬ 
tius, to demand either an honourable peace,ora 
t.tn, battle. Pontius replied haughtily, “ That the 
Liv. 1.9. war was ac ;>n enc j . anc j that fmee, though 

c * c ‘ tc conquered and fhut up on all Tides as they were, 

6C they did not yet know how either to under- 
44 ftand or confefs their defeat, he would de- 
4 * clare to them the conditions, upon which he 
C5 fhould not be averfe to treating with them.** 
That they Ihould all pafs under the yoke with¬ 
out arms, each of them only with one * habit. 
That in other refpedls all things Ihould be e- 
qual between the viftors and the vanquifhed. 
That the Romans Ihould oblige themfelves to 
draw off their armies and colonies from the 
country of the Samnites ; and that the two 
States fhould live according to their own laws, 
independent of each other. 

When this anfwer was carried back to the 
Roman camp, it occafioned as heavy lamenta¬ 
tion, and as lively grief, as if fentence of im¬ 
mediate death had been paffed upon the army. 
A mournful filence long took place in the 

council, and the Confuls did not dare to open 


* This exprffitn, which dcrmofl garment , almojl aj if 
often recurs in tifory, fgni- one Jhould fay amongf the ?ne- 
fes, that the foidler: were cerns, only tiscir flirts, 
allowed to leep only their un- 
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their lips, {hocked on one fide by the fhame 4 ] 3 * 

accepting fuch a treaty, and on the other by nt * 39 
the abfolute neceffity of fubmitting to it. At 
length L. Lentulus, the moft confiderable of 
the general officers, took upon him to fpeak, 
and gave his opinion in the following terms. 

Confuls , I have often heard my father fay, that 
when the Senate , befieged by the Gauls in the 
Capitol 5 deliberated upon the choice they had to 
make , he was the only one who was againft ran- 
foniing the city with money , becaufe the enemy had 
not fhat them up within the fojjes and intrench- 

ments , and they could make a fully , not indeed 
without great danger , but however without cer¬ 
tain definition. If the cafe were the fame now 
with us, and we could in any manner whatfoever 
come to blows with the enemy , I fhould be the firfi 
to propofe my father's generofity to our example . 

I know that it is glorious to die for one's coun¬ 
try , and am ready either to devote myfelf to death 
for the Roman People and our legions , or to 
throw myfelf into the midft of the enemy's battalions. 

But I fee here our whole country ♦, / fee all our 
troops: and unlefs they defire to perijh for them- 
felves , what can they fave by their deaths ? "The 
walls , fays fomebody , the houfes of Rome , and 
that weak and timorous multitude, which in¬ 
habit them ? On the contrary to cut off this ar¬ 
my is delivering up the reft to the enemy , and not 
faving it. All the ref ounces, all the force of the 
Roman People are here. In faving tbefe troops , 
we fave our country : in expoftng them to certain 
death , we abandon and betray it. But , fays 
fomebody again , it is great fhame , great ignomi¬ 
ny , to furrender in this mannner without giving 
battle. I grant it is fo . But our country ought 
to be dear enough to be preferred , not only to 
the prefervaiion of our lives, but even to that of 

cur 
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our honour , if there be occajhn to make it that 
fa orifice, Let us not therefore refufe ourfelves to 
this &Lgrace, bow great foever it may be, and 
lei its lubmit to neceffty , over which not the gods 
themfeives have power. Go , Confuls , go to the 
enemy ; and ft nee it mu ft be jo, deliver up our 
arms , to ranftm at that price our country , which 
our anceftors ranfomed at the price of gold. 

It was ablolucdy neceffary to take this coun- 
fel. The C oniuls went to the camp ot the Sam- 
nites to conclude the negociation. Pontius in¬ 
filled upon a treaty : but it was reprefented to 
him, that in order to that, the authority of the 
Roman People and Senate was neceffary : and 
he was fo imprudent and void of caution, as 
to content himielf with the bare promile of the 
Confuls and principal officers of the army, to 
obfcrve, and caufe to be obferved, the articles 
they had agreed upon. The only precaution he 
took, was to have fix hundred hoftages, of the 
principal perfons of the Roman youth, put into 
his hands, who were to anfwer with their heads 
.tor the obfervance of the conditions juft ftipula- 
ted. 1 here was no formal treaty at Caudium : 
which the iequel makes an important remark. 

The Conluls returned to the cam£>, where 
their arrival renewed the univerfal grief and de- 
fpair. The lbldiers could fcarce refrain from 
laying violent hands upon unworthy generals, 
whofe rafhnefs had brought them into that un- 
fortunate place, and whole abjeft fear was upon 
the point of making them quit it in a more 
Ihametul manner than they had come thither : 
who had neither thought of taking guides, nor 
viewing the country, but marching headlong, 
like brute beafts, had precipitated themfeives 
and their armies into the fnare. They beheld 
each ether with mournful looks, whilft their 

thoughts 
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thoughts were employed upon the arms they 
were going to deliver up, their hands upon the 
point of being difarmed, and their bodies at the 
difcretion of the enemy. They formed to them- 
felves the idea of the fhameful yoke under which 
they were to pafs, the infults and contemptuous 
looks of the viftors, and the lines of armed 
enemies through which they were to pafs: after¬ 
wards their deplorable march through the allied 
cities, who would bewitnefles of their infamy: 
and laftly, their fad return into their country, 
whither themfelves and their anceflors had fo of¬ 
ten returned in triumph. They represented to 
themfelves, that no misfortune ever equalled 
theirs: that they were the only troops who were 
ever conquered without wounds, without battle, 
without refiftance : that they had not fo much as 
been allowed to draw their fwords, and to come 
to blows with the enemy : that it was to nopur- 
pofe they had arms, ftrength, valour, of which 
they had not room to make the leaf!: uf:. 

Whilft they were making thefe fad rededions, 
arrived the fatal hour, in which they were to ex¬ 
perience their misfortunes in all their extent, and 
to be convinced, that the reality ftill exceeded 
all they had imagined of them. At firft they 
were made to quit their intenchments without 
arms, and each with only a fingle habit. The 
fix hundred hoftages were delivered to the Sam- 
nites, and conduced to prifon. The Lictors 
were afterwards ordered to quit the Confuk, 
who at the fame time were {tripped of the orna¬ 
ments of their dignity. At that fight, the fen* 
timents of the Roman foldiers were fo much 
changed in refpeft to their generals, that, in- 
ftead of having them in execration as a little 
before, and almoft defiring that they might be 
delivered up to the enemy or torn in pieces, 

they 
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a. r. 4 * •* they were now moved with the mod tender 
>■'' companion for them, and forgetting their own 
evils, turned away their eyes, to avoid feeing 
the mournful fight of the Confular dignity fo 
difhonoured in their perfons. The Confuls al- 
moft half naked, paffed firft under the yoke: 
then the principal officers, each according to his 
rank, in the army : and laftly, the legions one 
after another. The Samnites were under arms, 

drawn up in two lines on each fide, and loading 
the unhappy Romans with reproaches and in- 
fults. They often put even their naked fwords 
to their faces, and wounded, and killed fome of 




them, at whom they took offence, on obferv- 
ing in them too much loftinefs and refentment 
of the ignominy impofed on them. 

They quitted the defile, after having 'paffed 
under the yoke, and what was ftill more morti¬ 
fying to them, the having done fo in the k fight 
of the enemy. At that moment, though they 
imagined themfclves like men, who from dark- 
nefs and dungeons begin to fee the light of hea¬ 
ven, that very light however, which difcovered 
the ignominious march of their army, appeared 
more mournful than the mod cruel death. They 
might have reached Capua before night, which 
was an allied city. But fufpe&ing the fidelity 
of the Campanians, and in effeft of fliame, 
they chofe rather to lie down upon the earth on 
the way near the city, in abfolute want of all 

things. 

When the Campanians were informed of this, 

a juft fenfe of companion for their allies and 
benefactors prevailed over their natural pride. 
They immediately fent Lictors and fafces, with 
the other marks of their dignity to the Confuls ; 
and to the legions, arms, horfes, habits, and pro- 

vifions. When the Romans came to the city, 
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the Senate and People of Capua came out to a. r. 413- 
meet them, and difcharged all the duties to Ant C ' 3I? ' 
them of hofpitalicy and alliance. But neither 
their careffes, all the proofs of amity which they 
gave them, nor the terms of confolation which 
they ufed, could induce them either to anfwer, 
raife their eyes from the ground, or fo much as 
look upon thofe who endeavoured to mitigate 

Sorrow, and fhame ftill more, 
made them fliun all company and converfation. 

The next day they fetout for Rome, and the 
Campanians fent fome youth of quality to attend 
them as far as the confines of their territory. 

When thofe young perfons returned, they were 
brought to the Senate, and upon being alked in 
what condition they had left the Romans, they 
anfwered, 4C That they feemed much more lad 
46 and dejedted than before: that they marched 
in filence and almoft like mutes: that the 
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Roman Spirit was no longer to be feen in 
them i and that they feemed to have loft their 
courage with their arms: that they returned 
“ falutes to no body, and made no anfwer to 
the civilities fhewn them : that ftruck with 
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terror, not one of them dared to open his 
lips, as if they ftill carried upon their heads 
44 the yoke under which they had paffed 4 That 
the Samnites had not only obtained a glorious 
vidfory, but had conquered the Romans for 
ever, as they had taken and fubjedted, not 
their city, as the Gauls did formerly, but 
44 their valour, and hauglninefs, a much greater 
44 and more arduous conqueft.’’ 

Upon this report, the Senators of Capua, like 
good and faithful allies, deplored the fate of the 
Romans, whom they confidered as irretrievably 
ruined * when Ofilius Calavius, one of the prin¬ 
cipal perfons of their body, a perfon illuftrious 

for 
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•for his birth and great actions, and venerable 

’ for his age, faid, he was of a very different 
opinion, and fpoke as follows, 44 That the 

11 obftinate flicnce, downed it eyes, obftinate 
44 refufal to receive any ronfolation, and lively 
c< fenfe of fhame, whicn nude them defire to • 
c: hide themielves from the day, and fliun the 
c< light, were only fo many marks of the vio- 
“ lent rage they retained at heart, and which 
46 was preparing to vent irielf in the moft 
“ dreadful vengeance. That, either he had 
“ no knowledge of the Romans, or that 
gloomy hie nee would undoubtedly foon cod 
44 the Samnires the moft lamentable cries and 
44 nroans, and that the remembrance of the 
“ Furce Cvtdine would be more mournful 
66 to the victors than the vanquifhed. That 
41 wherever they met, the two States would 
14 bring with them to battle their whole force 
u and courage : but that the Samnites would 
44 not find the defiles of Caudium every where. 5 * 
During this interval the report of what had 
paft at Caudium, had reached Rome. They 
had been apprized at firft of the extreme dan¬ 
ger of the army unhappily fhu: in between two 
denies, and had inftamly began to levy troops. 
Soon ah.-r arrived the news of the fhameful 
peace tSut had been concluded, the confterna- 
tion was exceedingly great. A flop was put 
to the levies : and people put on all the 
marks of publick mourning, as was the cuftom 
in great calamities. The (hops were {hut, and 
the adminiftration of juftice fufpended. To fay 
all in a word, the city was almoft in greater 
grief than the army itfelf. It was not only in- 
cenfed again ft the generals, and the authors and 
ratiners of that ignominious peace, but even 
againil the innocent foldiers*, fo that it was ai¬ 
med 
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mod ready to forbid them entering the city. 4 ] x \ 
But the condition in which they arrived, the 
fight of that deplorable army, capable of touch¬ 
ing the mod enraged with companion, ftifled 
all refentment. They entred in the evening, 
not like people, who having contrary to their 
hopes efcaped great danger, revifit their coun¬ 
try, but with all thedejeftion and confternation 
ol prifoners of war, carried by their conquerors 
into an enemy’s city. They all immediately 
went to hide themfelves in their own houfes, fo 
that the next, and the following days, not one 
of them appeared in the Forum, or even any 
where in public. The Confuls themfelves ex- 
erciied their office no farther, than only, by the 
order of the Senate, to declare a Dictator, in 
order to proceed to the election of new Confuls. 

After the creation of a Dictator, and an inter¬ 
regnum, L. Papirius Curfor and Q, Pubiilius 
Philo were given them for fucceffors. They 
were unanimoufly elected as indifputably the 
two greateft generals Rome had at that time. 


L. Papir ius Cursor. 

Publilius Philo. 

They entred upon office the fame day they 
were created, and began the exercife of it by 
bringing the important affair of the peace of 
Caudium upon the carpet. Poftumius, Conful 
of the preceding year, being to give his opi¬ 
nion firft, did fo in the moft generous manner 
poffible. He (hewed, 44 That the Senate and 
People of Rome were not obliged to ob- 
ferve articles concluded without their confent 
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with the Samnites. That it was an incon- 
teftable principle, that neither the Confuls, 
H nor any other magiftrate, could conclude a 
treaty with the enemy, without being impow- 
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434- 44 ered to do fo by the Senate and People. 
’ 44 That otherwife it would follow, if they had 
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44 promifed the Roman people fhould abandon 
44 Rome, that they fhould no longer have either 
44 laws, magiilrates, or Senate, and that from 
thenceforth they fhould be governed by 
44 Kings *, the commonwealth would be bound 
44 by iuch promifes. For, added he, the rigor 
44 and indignity of the conditions, to which 
44 one fubmits, dees not leffen the obligation 
44 to perform them. That it was not neceffary 
44 to afk him, wherefore then he had confented 
44 to that treaty, (a) That nothing had pa fled 
44 at Caudium according to the ufual rules of 
44 human prudence, and that it was evident the 
44 gods had blinded the generals of both people. 
44 That, to fpeak only of the Samnites, they 
44 might, inllead of confulting old Herenni- 
44 us, have fent deputies to Rome, to nego- 
44 date a peace with the Senate and People ; 
44 that it was a journey of three days: but that 
41 the gods had deprived both fides in this af- 
44 fair of the ufe of fenfe and reafon. He 
44 concluded that this pretended treaty held on- 
44 ly thofej who had made themfelves the gua- 
44 rantees of it, at the head of whom he was. 
44 That it was neceffary therefore to deliver 
44 them all up to the Samnites, in confequence 
44 of which the Roman people might with 
44 ftrid juftice, refume their arms.** And laft 
of all, he addreffed a prayer full of the mod 
heroick fentiments to the gods. Immortal gods, 
faid he, if it was your will , that Sp. Poftumius 

and F Veturius fhould not make war with the 
Samnites fuccefsfully during their Confuljhip , at 
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leaf be falisfied with having feen us contract an 
infamous engagement , and in conference pafs * 
fhamefully under the yoke \ With having feen us 
actually delivered up to the enemy like criminals , 
naked and in chains , receiving their whole venge¬ 
ance on our heads . Grant that the new ConJuls 
and Roman Legions may fight againft the Sam¬ 
mies with the fame fucccfs , as the Confuls our 
predecejfors have always had in all other wars . 

The whole Senate admired Poftumius’s dif- 
courfe, and followed his advice in every parti¬ 
cular. Two rhagiftrates were however of a 
contrary opinion. They were of the number 
of thofe who had figned the peace at Caudium; 
and after their return to Rome, had been created 
Tribunes of the People. In that quality they 
were for oppofing the decree of the Senate, 
pretending, that to follow Poftumius’s advice* 
was repugnant to juftice and the faith of treaties; 
and after all, as to what related to themfelves 
in particular, as their perfons were (acred, they 
would not be delivered up to the enemy. Let 
its however , us the profane , refumed Poftumius, 
be delivered tip. Afterwards , Fathers , you may 
deliver up thefe venerable men , thcfe facred per - 
fonagcs, when the term of their magifiracy is ex¬ 
pired. But, if you will take my opinion , before 
they are put into the hands of the Sammies , you 
will do well to have them fcourged well with rods 
here , by way of making them pay inlerefl for the 
delay . He then refuted at large the infinuations 
of thofe Tribunes, who at length complied 
with his advice, and fubiiiitted to the will of 
the Senate. 

The decree, which wdS palled with unani¬ 
mous confent, ditfufed a kind of joy and fere- 
nity throughout the city. Nothing was talked 
of but Poftumius: every body gave him the 
Vol. Ilk N lfgheft 
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Anc.c 4 'S hi S heft P ra ^ es » an ^ compared his generality to 
. at 3 * ' that of Decius, who had devoted himfelf for 

his country. They faid, t4 That by his falu- 
44 tary counfel, and greatnefs of foul, he had 
<c difengaged Rome from the obligation of a 
44 lhameful peace •, and that in giving himfelf 
44 up to torments and the fury of the enemy, 

<c he had expiated and appeafed that of the 
“ gods againft the Romans. 35 They breathed 
nothing now but war and arms. Every one 
wifhed the day for coming to blows with the 
Samnites might foon arrive. The levies were 
made with incredible expedition in a city ani¬ 
mated with hatred againft the Samnites, and an 
ardent deGre of revenge. They were new-raifed 
legions (for at the end of every campaign in 
thofe days all the troops were difbanded) but 
they eonfifted of the fame foldiers who had 
ierved the year before. The army fet out im¬ 
mediately and marched for Caudium. 
f r £**r* w Before they arrived there, all who had fign- 
cl&gvl ed the treaty, were delivered up to the General 
and ail of the Samnites by an herald % Fecialis : (that 
mbofigned j Sj a p r j e ft 0 f the college that prefided in the ce- 

tier, are remonies uied in declarations or war, and trea- 
Jdwc'td ties of peace.) On this occafion, Poftumiusdid 
up toPcn-zn aftion, which in a right acceptation, ought 

t0 P a *" s f° r a o r ^ mace unworthy of his gravity, 
ri-eivi and which Ihews, how much even the pureft 
thm. ideas of the pagan world concerning religion 

were blended with fuperftition and abfurdity. • * 

He went up to the Fecialis^ and gave him as hard a 
blow as he could with his knee (for his hands were 
bound ) adding that he (Poftumius) was now a 
Samnite *, that the herald was an ambalfador; 
that therefore the law of nations had been vio¬ 
lated by the blow, which the Fecialis had juft 
received ; and that the Romans would have the 

more 
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more legitimate caufe for making war in A * 

effect of it. What puerility was this! Ar 

Pontius refufed to receive' thofe delivered up 
to him. He bitterly reproached the Romans 
with their impious contempt of the fanctity of 
oaths and treaties, whilft they ( a ) boafted 
themfelves the religi*-:;s obfervers of them, and 
were at bottom only attentive to cover their 
breach of faith with 'he veil and under the ap¬ 
pearance of equity.- Howl faid he, in confe¬ 
rence of our mutual convention you have all your 
citizens , whom I could have deftroyed , and have 
reft or ed to you: And am 1 not to have the -peace 
ftipulated withyou , which was to have been the fruit 
of it ? If the treaty of Caudium difpleafts you , 
place things in the fame ft ate they were before it was 
concluded . To aft as the Romans now do , is to 
infult the gods , and to reckon their anger as no¬ 
thing. But 1 miftake. Tou may boldly make 
war , and be affured of their protection, fince Pofi 
tumius has given your ambaffador a blow with his 
knee . The gods no doubt will believe Poftutniits 
a Samnite and not a Roman ; that a Samnite has 
violated the law of nations \ and that in confe¬ 
rence you may with juftice make war againft us. 
(b) Is it poffible that old men, confular perfons,jhould 
not be ajhamed to make ajeft of religion by fuel) 
little tricks , and to employ, in order to find a pre¬ 
tence for breaking their faith , ads and evafions 
fcarce worthy of children ? Pontius afterwards 
ordered the chains and bands to be taken off all 
the Romans delivered up to him, and that they 

[a) Nunquam ne caufa de- » [t>) Ha'c ludibria religirv- 

fiet, cur vifti pa&o non lie- num non pudere in lucem 
tis? — lit Temper aliquam proierre, & vix pueris dignv.s 
fraudi juris fpeciem imponi- ambages fenes ac con Tula res 
cis. Liv. fallciicU tide! exqmrere. Lin. 

N 2 fhowld 
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-i« fhould be left at entire liberty, (a) They re- 

turned, fays Livy, having perhaps difcharged 
the publick faith, but certainly clear of the en¬ 
casements themfelves had entered into. 

Livy, however jealous he is of the glory and 
reputation of the Romans, dares not affirm, that 
they were in the right not to execute the treaty 
of Caudium j and he feems fenfible that there 
is fomething in their conduft not entirely con¬ 
formable to that drift juftice and faith, upon 
which they valued themfelves. It mult how¬ 
ever be owned, the reafons that Hiftorian 
puts into the mouth of Poftumius, are very 
lolid and convincing, and that a treaty, con¬ 
cluded without the authority of the Senate and 
People, was void and of no force in itfelf. We 
have in our Hiftory of France, an example 
much like the cafe before us. The Swifs hav¬ 
ing befieged Dijon about th: end of the reign of 
Lewis XII. Monf. de la Tremouille, who com¬ 
manded in the place, defended it bravely during 
fix weeks. But finding that the place could not 
hold out, and that the viftors after the taking 
of Dijon would have nothing to prevent them 
from'marchingtoParis,he entered into a negotia¬ 
tion with them upon his own priyate authority, 
and granted them all they demanded. The 
Swifs retired in effeft. But the King did not 
think himfelf obliged to obferve a treaty, which 
had been made without his order: and nobody 
accufed the good King Lewis XII of breach 
of faith on that account. 


(^) Et iiii quidem, for- 
htan & publics, fua certe ii- 
bsrata fcde, ab Caudio in ca- 


ftra Romana inviolati :tdk- 

runt. i/v. 

* 
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We mu ft obferve that (a) the convention *• R - 434- 

• ^ * Ant»C» ? 

made at Caudium, was not a treaty, but only 
the promife of a treaty, in cafe the Roman 
people fhould come into it. And it was for 
this reafon, that the Samnites took fo many 
precautions, in caufing it to be figned by the Con¬ 
fuls and all the great officers of the army, and 
keeping fix hundred hoftages. But could they 
imagine, that the Roman people would ever 
ratify fuch a convention. It was obferved 
with reafon, that there was nothing human in 
what paffed at Caudium, and that the divinity 
blinded the generals on both fides, and depri¬ 
ved them of all prudence, to punifh the faults 
committed alfo on both fides. The Samnites 
had broke the truce: (b) they acknowledged 
themfelves, that their defeat was the chaftife- 
ment of their perfidy. They make entire fatif- 
iaclion for it to the Romans, which the latter 
rejeft with pride and haughtinefs. The Romans 
are punifhed in their turn by all that happens 
at Caudium. So compleat an advantage makes 
the Samnites proud, and at the fame time 
blinds them. They rejeft the counfels of the 
wifeft man amongft them with contempt. 

They never . once think of fending deputies 
to Rome, to have the treaty ratified there, and 
by thefe faults lofe the advantage of their victo¬ 
ry. If we examine the events of molt wars, 
we difeern the lame conduit of providence in 
them. It is a reproach to us, that the Pagans 
are more enlightened and religious than we on 
this article. Their great principle was, that, in 

(a) Non feedere pax Cau contra fceJus fufeepto, infefti- 
dina, fed per fponfionem fac- oribus merito diis quam ho- 
ta eft. Li-v. minibus, nihil profpere age* 

(/;) Minime id quidem rent. Liv. 
mirum, ii impio bello, & 

»3 


wars, 



T't C 

'ice tOm¬ 
ni: i s .. • 


7/7 .7 u * 




f 1 • /* t f 

7 . U /u 

c~. 

/'• c o:o 


' — ,. 

" ■ j 


j 




- r >- 


iSz . Papirius, Publilius, .Confuls. 

An^c.^ wars » anc * generally in all the aftions of life, 

the important point is to place the divinity pn 
our fide, t in the juftice of our caufe. Rerum 
kumanarum maximum momentum eft, quampropi- 
iiis rem , quam adverfis agant diis . 

When the Samnites, inftead of a peace 
which had rendered them fo haughty, faw the 
U . '^a^ar ready to break out more terribly than ever, 

they.reprefented to themfelves all the evils they 
'were going to fuftain, and perceived too*late, 

. the irretrievable fault they had committed, in 
rejecting the wife counfels of Herennius. Thefe 
reflections were not of a nature to augment 
their courage. They reckoned themfelves con¬ 
quered, as foon as attacked \ whereas the Ro- 
5 >«V;s mans afTured themfelves of victory, as foon 

/ « Ro- 

rrons, 

Liv. 1. g. 

c zz—zy dium, Luceria had fallen into the hands of the 

Samnites, who had fhut up the fix hundred 
Roman knights in it, given them as hoftages. 
They foon after took Fregellae a Roman co¬ 
lony, and it was believed, that the people of 
Satricum had affifted them in that expedition. 

The Roman Confuls having agreed between 
themfelves upon their provinces, Papirius made 
his troops advance into Apulia towards Luceria, 
and Publilius led his into the country of the 
Samnites, againft thofe who had been employ¬ 
ed at Caudium. This difpofition of the Roman 
troops perplexed the Samnites. They were afraid 
to march towards Luceria, left the enemy 
fnculd attack them in the rear ; and to remain 
in Samnium, left Luceria fhould be taken in 
the mean while. They therefore refolved to 
offer Publilius battle, and accordingly drew up 
to attack him. 


¥ ' 

as they could come to blows with the enemy. 

In the interval fince the convention of Cau- 
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The Conful, on his fide, made his troops ad¬ 
vance. He wdSid have harangued them be¬ 
fore the battle, in order to prepare them for it $ 
but they would not give him time : the remem¬ 
brance of their paft difgrace being the^ftrong- 
eft and moft cogent of exhortations to them. 
The foldiers accordingly marched on to battle, 
pulhing their ftandard-bearers forward *, and 
not td lofe time, threw down their javelins, as 
if by confent, and ran fword in hand upon the 
enemy. The care and orders of the general to 
poll and make them keep their ranks, were in- 
tirely ineffectual: the ardor of the foldiers did 
every thing. The Samnites in confequence 
could not fuftain fo rude a (hock. They were 
not only put into diforder, but dared not even 
retire to their camp, through fear of retarding 
their flight, and they difperfed on all Tides into 
Apulia. Soon after however reuniting in a 
body they arrived at Luceria. As to the 
Romans, they entered the camp with the 
fame fury, as they had broke the enemy’s 
battalions, where they made a greater daughter 
than in the battle itfelf. Their rage made them 
fpoil the greateft part of their plunder. 

The other army, under the command ofPa- 
pirius, was arrived at the city .of Arpi, having 
found every thing favourable and quiet on their 
way, left through confideration for the Ro¬ 
mans, than hatred for the Samnites, who op- 
preffed the whole country. For the Samnites, 
divided into different villages, inhabited the 
mountains from whence they came down 
and ravaged all the flat country: and if that 

country, fituate between Rome and Arpi, 
had cofttinued faithful to the Samnites, one 
of two things would have happened ; ei¬ 
ther the Romans could not have pcne- 

\ N 4 trared 
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;• trated into Apulia ; or if they had forced their 


r • 


intercepted. 


way thither, they could not have avoided perifh- 
ing, becaufe their provifions would have been 
cut off, and all their convoys 
And however, notwithftanding all the facility 
of the inhabitants of the country, when they 
were before Luceria, befiegers as they were, 
they almoft buffered as much from famine, as 
the befiesed. Provifions came to the Romans 


from Arpi, but in very fmall quantities. As 
to the befieged, before the arrival of the Con- 
ful Publilius, they had received provifions and 
troops. But after the two Roman armies joined 

each other, they were much more diftreffed 5, 
becaufe Publilius, leaving the care of the fiege 
to his collegue, kept the country, and prevent¬ 
ed any provifions from entering the place ; fo 
that it could not hold out lorg againft the fa¬ 
mine. The Sammies encamped near Luceria, 
having drawn all their troops together, refol- 
ved to come to an action with Papirius, 

Yvhilft both fices were preparing for a batr 
tie arrived Deputies from Tarcntum, fignifying 
to the Samniies and Romans, that they fhould 
defiu from all acts of hoftility, and protefting, 
that they would declare againft that of the two 
people who fi'.ould refufe :o comply. Papirius 
after bavin.• heard their propoal, replied, as if 
it had m...e fome impMfion upon him, that 

he would confine his coilegue about it, Ac- 

O 

cordi.ngly he made hi.r. advance with his troops, 
and having made all me neceffary difpofitions for 
the battle. vhilft they affected to be in delibe¬ 
ration. with each other upon a matter wherein 
they i.ai entirely taken their resolution, he gave 
the figna!. The Deputies in a great furprize, 
rerured to them, demanding their anfwer. 

4. ? U 

TVe ):cs:c of the gcd;> fays Papirius : the an - 
fv; c:c a?:d err fccrihccs accepted: 

■ s * * ^ 1 
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it is under their guidance, and according to the or - a. R. 434 
der of them, that we are now marching to give Ant,C jU 
battle. He then made his troops move ; juftly 
reproaching the fenfelefs pride of a State, which 
though it could neither give order to its own af¬ 
fairs, nor pacify its domeftick troubles, took 
upon it to give others the law with an air of 
command and fuperiority. The Samnites, who 
did not expedt to fight, declared with a loud 
voice, that they accepted the propofal of the 
Tarentines, and would not come to a battle. 

The Confuls in the mean time advanced con¬ 
tinually, and dividing their troops attacked the 
Camp on all Tides. Some filled the foffes, others 
pulled up the pallifades. Animated with a de¬ 
fire of vengeance, and of walking out the (tain 
they had received in the blood of the Samnites, 
they entered the camp with the utmoft fury, and 
put all they met to the fword. Nothing would 
have efcaped their rage, if the Confuls by re¬ 
peated orders mingled with menaces, had not 
forced them to, quit the enemy’s camp. As 
they did not fuffer themfelves to be pre¬ 
vented from fatiating their revenge without 
great reluftance and murmuring, the Confuls 
thought it neceffary to give them an account 
of their conduft. They reprefented to them : 

“ That they did not give place to themfelves 
• ( in hatred for the Samnites, and that they 
cc would not have fet bounds to the juft fury of 
the foldiers,if the remembrance of the fix hun- 
“ dred knights detained as hoftages in Luceria 
u had not obliged them to it, through fear 
ct leaft the Samnites, if reduced to defpair, 

■ { Ihould put them all to death, before they 
<c perilhed themfelves.” The foldiers approved 
thefe reafons. Their complaints were changed 

into praifes and thanks for having put a ftop 

to 
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to their rage. They confeffed that there was 
'nothing they ought not to fuffer rather than 
abandon fo eftimable a part of the Roman 
youth to deftruftion. 

The Confuls then feparated. Publilius over¬ 
ran Apulia, and fubjefted feveral States, fome 
bv force, and others by receiving them into 
alliance of the Roman People. Papirius re¬ 
mained before Luceria, and cutting off all con¬ 
voys from Samnium, foon reduced it to ca¬ 
pitulate. The garrifon fent Deputies to the 
Conful, to demand that he would raife the fiege 
after 'the fix hundred Roman knights, who 
were the caufe of the war, fhould be delivered 
up to him. He agreed to it upon the follow¬ 
ing conditions: That the arms, baggage, car- 
rnge-be:fts, and the whole multitude incapable 
of bearing arms, {hould be left in the city ; that 
the foldiers {hould quit it each only in a Angle 
habit, and that they {hould all pafs under the 
yoke, a treatment which they had been the 
firft to make the Romans fuffer. All thefe 
conditions were accepted.- Seven thoufand fol¬ 
diers paffed under the yoke. The plunder was 
very confiderable. All the enfigns and arms 
that had been loft at Caudium were retaken j 
and what occafioned the moft fenfible joy, the 
fix hundred knights kept at Luceria were 
recovered. In all the hiftory of the Roman 
People, there fcarce occurs a more glorious 
victory, or one more remarkable for a fudden 
reverfe of fortune, efpecially if it be true, as 
fome Hiftorians have obferved, that Pontius 
the general of the Samnites, paffed alfo under 
the yoke. The Confuls returned to Rome in 
triumph, and were received there with great 
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There is however fome 
to a year fo glorious for 
doubted, whether it was by the Confuls, or 
by a Dictator, exprefsly nominated for this 
war, that it was fo happily terminated. It is 
to be believed, that Livy judged the opinion 
he has followed in his account of it the moft 
probable. 

L. Papirius Cursor, III. a. r. 43J . 

Ant.C. 317, 

Q. Aulius Ceretanus* II. 


uncertainty in refpeft A * R * 434* 

i T> t * Ant.C. 31S 

the Romans. It is 


The Confuls divided their troops. The Liv. i, 9. 
one marched into Apulia where he conquered c * 16 * 
the Ferentani, and took their city. The other 
marched againft Satricum. This was a Roman 
colony, which, after the affair of Caudium, had 
received a garrifon from the Samnites. It was 
retaken by the Romans, and treated with feve- 
rity. The moft criminal loft their lives, and all * 
the inhabitants were difarmed. 


According to the Authors, who aferibe the 
taking of Luceria and the defeat of the Sam¬ 
nites that paffed under the yoke, to Papirius 
Curfor, it was not till this year, and after the 
laft mentioned expeditions, that he obtained the 
honour of a triumph. He was a general 
of great ability in war, and diftinguifh- 
ed not only by courage and intrepidity, 
but by extraordinary ftrength of body. He 
was fwifter in running than any of his time, 
and always carried the prize in that kind of ex- 
ercife againft all who entered the lifts with him. 
This is what occafioned the firname of * Cur - 


Praife of 
Papirius 
Cu for. 


for , Runner , to be given, or rather confirmed 


* Livy mentions another was called alfo Curfor. Lib. 
Pafirius , who was probably 6. f. 5. C 5 9 /. 9. c. 34. 
the grandfather of this, and 

to 

* 
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to him. He ate much, and drank in proportion, 

which was attributed to his robin'! conffitution 
and the great exercife he ufed. The fervice 
was rude under him, becaufe he was accuf- 
tomed and enured to labour himfelf. He was 
alfo fevere in refpect to difcipline. A flory 
pleafant enough is told of him : A Praetor of 
Prrenefte who ferved amongft the allies, having 
received orders in a battle, to make his troops 
advance to the front ranks, had obeyed (low¬ 
ly, and with little ardor, through fear of the 
danger. Papirius walking before that officer’s 
tent, ordered him to come to him. As foon as 
he law him apoear, he bade the Lictor get rea¬ 
dy his ax. The Praeneftine at that word, was 
fcized all over with a tremor. Papirius, who 
intended only to frighten him, Paid to the Lie- 
tor : Ho' 6 , cut away this root , that is in our way \ 
and only fined him. The Prretor withdrew, 
well futisned with coming off for a fmall fum 
or money. Livy coucludes the charadter and 
praTe of Papirius with laying, that in an age, 
truitiul of great men, if ever any was jo, he was 
the firmeft fjpport of the Roman power and 
gstataefs, and that he would have been capable 
or oppofmg Alexander the Great, if that Prince, 
alter the coequeft of Ana, had turned his arms 
Aim it Euioue. 
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guilty of the fame crime, for which he dually 'pro- 

' feat ted others,abdicates the DiSlatorfljip, and juft2- 
fi cs himfelf be ftore the ju dges. Fa mous Cenfor/hip 
of Appitis and Piatt tins. Appian way: AqiieduSf . 

Family of the PotiHi extinct. Tribunes of the 
legions elected by the People , as well as the Du¬ 
umviri for the fleet. Players on the flute re- 
inflated in their rights. Sammies defeated. 

IVar againft the Hetrurians: confiderable vic¬ 
tories gained by the Romans. They grant the 
Hetrurians a truce for thirty years. Bloody 
battle between the Romans and the Sam - 
nites, which obliges the former to appoint a 
Dictator. The Confid Fabius nominates Papirius 
Curfor. The latter marches againft the enemy , 

New victory gained by Fabius over the Hetru¬ 
rians. Extraordinary preparations of the Sam - 
nites. The Umbrians threaten to march and at¬ 
tack Rome. They are defeated by Fabius. The 
JEcpui are overcome and almofl entirely deftroyed. 

C. Flavius the Regijier, fen of a frsedman, is 
made Curule /Edik. He makes ptblick the 
Fafli or Juridical-days , of which only the Pon¬ 
tiffs bad the keeping . He dedicates a temple 
notwithftanding their oppofiiion. The Nobility 
endeavour to mortify him bis revenge. Fabius 
includes all the lower cl.fs of the People in 

four Tribes only. Solemn review of the 
Knights. 


L IVY, upon the occafion of what he had A -4-5 

juft faid ot Papirius Curfor and Alexander, ^'vV 
fuipends the thread of-his hiftory fora while, c. 17—1.) 
but firft makes his excufc to his Reader, and 
a Iks his perm il Hon. (a) It may be obferved , 

fays 
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a.R- 435 - fays'he, that from the beginning of this work 1 
u ,3r, ‘ have propofed nothing lefs to myfelf , than to inter¬ 
rupt the feries of my narrative , and the order of 
7h y fads, for the fake of throwing variety into my 
hijhry by digreffions , to amufe my reader agreeably , 
and give myfelf fome relaxation. But having had., 
occafeon to mention that great King and Captain , I 
am in a manner invited naturally enough to give 
the reflections which have often entered into my . 
thoughts in refpecf to him a place here , and to 
enquire what event the Romans might have expect¬ 
ed, if Alexander bad turned his arms againfi 

them. 

I do not doubt but my readers willingly grant 
Livy the permiffion he demands of imparting 
to them his thoughts upon fo affefting a fubjeft: 

I only fear they may have room to regret, that 
fo excellent an hiftorian has not a better inter- 
preter to render his thoughts with more juftnefs 
and elegance. I fhall retrench what does: not 
feem ablolutely neceffary from this digrefiion. 

Comparifon between Alexander and the Romans . 


What determines the event of wars, fays Li¬ 
vy, is the genius and ability of the generals, the 
number and bravery of the troops, and For¬ 
tune*, which can difpofe of all things in human 
affairs, and principally in the fuccefs of arms. 
In examining the queftion propofed under thefe 


narem, & legentibus vclut 
diverticula amccna, Sc requi¬ 
em ammo meo quxrerem. 
Tamen. tenti reds ac duci* 

O 

mentio, quibus ispe tacicis 
cogitarionibus volutavi ani- 
mnm, eas evocat in medium : 
u: qoaerere libeat, qumam 


eventus Romanis rebus, fi 
cum Alexandro foret bella- 
tum, futurus fuerit. 

* The Pagans admitted a 
Proqjider.ee, which difpofes all 
human events \ but they often 
gave it the name of Fortune . 
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three points of view, one finds no difficulty to a. r. 43 
conclude, that the Romans would have been no Ant,c * 3 * 
lefs invincible to Alexander the Great, than 
they were to all the other Kings and States of 
the Univerfe. 

I, Firjly To begin by comparing generals, 
Alexander cannot be denied to have been a great 
warrior. But what very much contributed to 
augment his glory, was his being alone, and 
having nocollegue to fhare in his fucceffes ; and 
alfo, his dying in the flower of his youth, and ■ 
in the midft of his greateft vi&ories, before he 
had experienced any adverfity. Notto mention 
abundance of other Kings and generals, who 
have been great examples of the variety and un¬ 
certainty of human events, was it not too long 
life, that expofed * Cyrus fo much extolled by 
the Greeks, and the great Pompey of our times, 
to the fad viciffitudes of fortune ? 

Livy oppofes to Alexander the Roman gene¬ 
rals, who lived in the time when the war be¬ 
tween him and the commonwealth might have 
happened: Valerius Corvus, Manlius Torqua- 
tus, Papirius Curfor, Fabius Maximus, and 
many others. Each of thofe whom I have now 
mentioned were Alexander’s equals both in va¬ 
lour and genius. And as to the knowledge of 
the art military, it had been tranfmitted fuccef- 
fively from the Kings down to the times of 
which I am fpeaking, always upon the fame 
principles; fo that the knowledge of the rules, 
improved by conftant praftice, had formed 
them into a fcience, in which the perfons who 
were then at the head of the armies, were per¬ 
fectly verfed. 

* Li-vy here follows the in his expedition agaivft 'ti¬ 
epin ion of thofe , who imagined rnyris ifucen of the Scythians % 
that Cy rus pa if. t d mijt / a hiy 


Alexander 
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Alexander had acquired abundance of reputa- 
' tion by his indefatigable patience in military la¬ 
bours, by his boldnefs and intrepidity, and the 
prodigies of his perfona! valour, which contri¬ 
buted io much to his glory. Can we believe 
that the Roman generals gave place to him in 
thefe points? A Manlius Torquatus, a Valerius 
Corvus, both brave foldiers, before they corti- 
manded the armies? The Decii, father and fon, 
who threw themfelves into the midft of the ene¬ 
my, after having devoted themfelves to death : 
a Papirius Curfor, fo renowned for the greatnefs 
of his courage, fupported by an incredible 
ftrength of body. Can one imagine, that 
Alexander would have had more ability than 
all thefe illuftrious Romans, in chufing his camps 
advantageoufly, in facilitating and fecuring his 
convoys of provifions, in avoiding ambufeades, 
in feizing the favourable moment for giving 
battle, in drawing up an army, and in difpo- 
fing the referved troops for the fupport of it ? 
The Romans excelled in all thofe parts of mi¬ 
litary knowledge. 

But as to what regards the maturity of coun- 

fels, prudence and ability in forming a plan, 
and directing all the operations of a campaign 
according to that plan, upon which properly the 
whole fuccefs of enterprizes depends : would a 
young prince like Alexander, have furpaffedthe 
auguft body of the Roman Senate, compofed 
of a great number of venerable old men, verfed 
in the trade of war by a long and happy expe¬ 
rience, attended with frequent victories: a Bo¬ 
dy of which one cannot form a jufter idea, than 
that which Cineas gave Pyrrhus of it, when he 
told him, that the Roman Senate appeared to 
him like an affembly of Kings ? 


When 
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When Alexander had found fuch generals 
againft. him, he would foon (a) have perceived, 
Chat he had no longer a Darius to deal with, a 
generous prince indeed, but enervated by volup- 
tuoufnefs, who drew along with' him to the war 
great troops of women and eunuchs, all glitter¬ 
ing with gold and purple, and unweildy from 
the train and trappings of his luxury and gran* 
deur; in a word, rather a certain prey, than a 
formidable enemy, whole defeat coft Alexander 
no more than to know how to defpife a vain 
vaftnefs of preparations void of real force. He 
would have found a great difference between the 
Indias, which he puffed with his troops more 
like frantic Bacchanalians than an armw himfolf 


fetting the example of the debauch, and Italy, 
where the woods and defiles of Apulia, and the 
mountains of the Lucanians, would have pre- 
fented him with the ftill recent fcotileps of the 
blood of his uncle Alexander King of Epirus, 
who perilled there much about this time. 

(b) And, adds Livy, I fpeak of Alexander 
whilft in his ienfes, fober and virtuous, before 
prolperity had corrupted him, a poifon none 
ever knew Ids how to feeure himfclt again ft. 
If we confider him in his new grandeur, and the 


new character he affumed after his victories, we 


may lay, that he would have come to Italy 


A, R. 435. 
Ant C. 317, 


* 

(a) Non cum Dario rem 
efie dixifTet, quern mulierum 
ac fpadonum agmen trahen- 
tem, inter purpuram atque 
aumm, oneratum fortune fuse 
apparatibus, prxdam verius 
auam hoftem, nihil ahud 
quam bene a ulus van a con- 
icmnere, incruentus devicit. 

[b) Ht loquimur de Alex¬ 
andra nonduin me?lb fecun- 


dis rebus, quarum nemo in- 
tolerantior fait* Qui, fi 
habitu nova? fortune novique, 
ut ita dicam, ingenii quod liU 
victor inducrat, fpeduur; 
Dario magis fimiiis quam A- 
lexandro in Italian) veniltet, 
& exercitum Macedonia: ob- 
litum, dcgencrantemquc jam 
in Periarum mores, add lx- 
iilet. 
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5 * more like Darius than Alexander, and that 
' would have led thither an army, which had then 
forgot Macedonia, and degenerated from its an¬ 
cient virtue, in affuming the manners of the Per- 
fians. I am alhamed to repeat of fo great a 
King the ridiculous pride, that made him re¬ 
nounce the fimplicity of habit of his predecef- 
fors, to adorn himfelf in the pompous robes of 
the Kings of Perfia ; the abjedt complaifance 

which he exacted from his courtiers, by whom 
he was for being adored •, indignities which 
would have been infupportable to the Macedo¬ 
nians, even had they been conquered, fo far 
were they from being able to endure them being 
victors; his cruelty in punifhing •, the blood of 
his friends, fbed in the midft of banquets; and 
the fenfelefs vanity of aferibing a falfe origin to 
himfelf. If the love of wine augmented every 
day in him; if his tranfports of rage became 
ftill more fudden and violent; (what I fay here 
is certain from the concurrent teftimony of all 
authors) can we fuppofe that all thefe vices 
would not have impaired in fome meafure his 
military virtues ? 

What ought to make the fucceffes of the Ro¬ 
mans appear more worthy of admiration than 
thofe of Alexander, or of any other King what- 
foever, are the innumerable obftacles they had 
to furmount for fucceeding in their enterprises. 
How often were they retarded by the frequent 
change of commanders, which became necefia- 
ry, even by the conftitution of the date from 
the eftablilhment of the commonwealth ? Some 
exercifed the Diftatorlhip only during ten or 
twenty days: none retained the Confulfhip lon¬ 
ger than a year. They found obftacles in the 
Tribunes of the People, who often prevented 
the levying of the armies; in the ignorance, te- 
. merity. 
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hierity, or jealoufy, of a collegue ; in the affairs ^ t R c «>• 
of the city, which fomerimes obliged them to n ' 
fee out too late, or to return fooner than was 
confident with the good of the fervice. Alex¬ 
ander was far from being in the fame cafe. 

(a) Kings are not only exempt from all obfta- 
cles of this kind, but abfolute matters of times 
and meafures: and far from being obliged to 
conform to circumftances, their will alone fuffi- 

ces for putting every thing in motion. In this re- 
fpeft, their glory is lefs than that of Rome’s 
generals, victorious notwithftanding all obfta- 
cles over enemies, who had fuch great advan¬ 
tages over them. 

II. As to what regards fuccefs, whidh Livy 
calls Fortune, it would be wrong to give the 
Romans the fuperiority to Alexander, as the 
Roman People, though they came off viftori- 
ous from all the wars they made, were however 
defeated in feveral battles, whereas Alexander 
never fought one without gaining the viftory. 

It would be unjuft to compare a fpace of almoft 
eight hundred years, which had elapfed from the 
foundation of Rome to the time when Livy 
wrote, with one of twelve or thirteen years, 
in which all Alexander’s conquefts were inclu¬ 
ded. Compare man with man, general with 
general; and you will find the annals filled with 
the names of Roman generals, for whom For¬ 
tune as conftantly declared, as for the King of 
Macedonia, and whofe fuccefs, as well as cou¬ 
rage, never abandoned them on any day of their 
lives. 

If we examine the various hazards of war, 

Rome had on that fide an infinite advantage over 

(a) At hercule, reges, non temporumque trahunt confi- 
liberi folum imped i mentis liis cunfta, no a fequuntur. 
omnibus, fed domij rerum 
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the Macedonians, who, in the perfon of Alex¬ 
ander had only one chief, to whofe life their 
whole fortune was attached * and a chief too, 
who not only ran the fame rifques as the Roman 
generals, but who expofed himfelf to them out 
of mere wantonnefs, and made it his glory 
to brave them through an intrepid valour, which 
often degenerated into rafhnefs. The fortune of 

D 

Rome did not depend in that manner upon her 
generals. When any of them were taken off 
by death, another immediately took his place, 
and the fall of a fingle man did not induce the 
ruin of the date. 

III. It remains to compare troops with troops, 
cither for their number, their fpeciesand quali¬ 
ty, or the multitude of auxiliaries. 

Oniv the Greeks and Macedonians in Alex- 
ander’s army are to be reckoned foldiers. For 
as to the Perfians, Indians, and other Afiatic 
nations, had he led them into Italy, they would 
rather have been an incumbrance to him, than 
an augmentation of his forces. Now Alexan¬ 
der’s infantry never exceeded thirty thoufand 
men. Add to thefe four thoufand horfe, molt 
of them Theffalians, and we have the whole 
drer.gth of his army. 

Rome then had, according to the evidence of 
the Corfus % two hundred and fifty thoufand citi¬ 
zens, all capable of bearing arms •> and fhe of¬ 
ten took the field with ten Legions at once. If 
to thefe we add the fuccours which (he received 
from the dates of Italy, either her fubjefts or 
allies, we find, that on the fide of number, the 
Roman troops may be confidered as fuperior to 
thofe of Alexander. Befides which, it would 
have been eafy for the Romans to have recruited 
their armies, whereas Alexander, making war 
in an enemy's country 7 , would have feen his 

troops 
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troops decreafed from day to day, as happened a. r 415 . 
to Hannibal, and he would have found ir more AiU,c ' 3IT * 

difficult than the Carthaginians to have brought 
others from Macedonia. 

The Macedonian phalanx was in great repu¬ 
tation, and defervedly : but after all, it was an 
heavy body, all of one piece, unwieldy, and 
which many obftacles frequently made incapable 
of acting. The reader may fee the defcription -y Y * — • 
I have given of it after Polybius elftwhere. The ^ oI ‘ 
Roman army on the contrary, divided into dif¬ 
ferent bodies, moved eafily, and was fufceptible 
of all the forms it was neceffary to give it. It 
divided and re-united with wonderful agility, 
and was always ready to fight in any fituation of 
ground whatfoever. 

Never were troops more enured to fatigues, 
more fit to fupport military labours, more dex¬ 
terous, and more docile in refpect to military 
difcipline, nor more determinate to conquer or 
die in battle, than the Roman foldiers. 

But what diftinguifhed the Roman people 
from all the nations of the earth, and would un¬ 
doubtedly have rendered them fuperior to Alex¬ 
ander, though he had gained lome firft advan¬ 
tages over them, was, that they did not know 
what it was to yield to ill fortune, and that their 
loftinefs and obftinacy augmented in propor¬ 
tion to their difgraces. if neither the Farces 
Caudina , nor the battle of Cannae, could fubdue 
the fpirit of the Romans, what defeat could ever 
have fliaken their constancy ? But had Alexan¬ 
der loft a fingle battle, he had been conquered 
for ever. 

Though he had even been fuccefsful in the 
beginning, he would have been amazed to fee, Aa 
that the Romans, conquered, defeated, cut to 

pieces if that had happened, would only have 

O 3 been 
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been the more haughty on that account, and 
J ' would have fhut their ears to all propofals 
of peace and accommodation. He would then 
have had reafon to regret the Perfians, Indians, 
and other effeminate nations of Alia, and would 
have owned, rhat he had only made war againft 
women till then, as his uncle Alexander King 
of Epirus is reported to have faid of him, when, 
mortally wounded in a battle in Italy, he com¬ 
pared the wars his nephew was then making in 
Afia, with that wherein he faw himfelf fall. 

As for me, fays Livy, when I refleft, that 
the Romans and Carthaginians fought during 
twenty-four years at fea in the firft Punic war, 
the life of Alexander feems hardly to have fuffi- 
ced for a war with the Romans. 

And who knows whether the two States, al¬ 
lied to each other by ancient treaties, might not 
at that time have alfo united all their forces 
againft a common enemy, and fet formidable 
armies on foot, under the weight of which Alex¬ 
ander would undoubtedly have funk. 

The Romans more than once meafured their 
fworas with the Macedonians, not indeed under 
Alexander, nor at the time when they were 
ftrongeft, but under Antiochus, who had a great 

number of them in his army, under Philip, 

2nd under Per feus; and they did it not only 
without lots on their fide, but almoft without 
running any rifque. (a) We will be bold to fay, 
adds Livy, that fetting afide civil wars, which 
are out of the prefent queftion, never were the 
horfe or foot of an enemy fuperior to ours. 
Never were we worfted in battle in the open 

[a) -bf:t ir.vidia. v^o, & pedite, nunquam aperta ac e, 
c:viIiL belli r.unquam nunquam squis, nunquam 

equiie r.oae, nunquam a noliris locis laboravimus. 

field, 
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field, never in places equally favourable to both a. f 
armies, and ftill lefs, when advantagious to us. Ant * 
Our heavy-armed infantry may fear a numerous 
cavalry, flights of arrows difcharged by enemies 
who fly immediately after, thick forefts, and 
places impracticable for convoys. It has con¬ 
quered, and will always conquer, more nume* 
rous and formidable armies, than thofe of the 
Macedonians and Alexander, provided the fame 
love of peace and union, as the Roman people 
now enjoy, prevails always amongft us. 

In this manner Livy concludes his digrefiion, 
which certainly abounds with very folid and ju¬ 
dicious reflections. But one cannot conceive, 
how the love of his country fliould blind him 
to fuch a degree, as to make him advance with 
an air of afifurance, (abfit invidia vero). as if the 
thing had been indifputable, that the cavalry and 
infantry of an enemy were never fuperior to thofe 
of the Romans , and that they were never worded 
in battle in the open field . Had he forgot the 
evident fuperiority of Hannibal over the Ro¬ 
man cavalry, or the battles of Allia and Cannae, 
which he had cited juft before, as a proof of 
the conftancy of the Romans ? 

I return to the fequel of the hiftory, after 
having made one Ihort reflexion upon all thofeof 

Livy, which are folely founded on human rea~ 
fon. But we, who are informed of the defigns 
of God by his Scriptures, know, that the divine 
decrees not having given Alexander any thing 
in the Weft, or in Italy, he could not have con¬ 
quered any thing in them, no not a Angle vil¬ 
lage : That as great and rapid as his conquefts 
were in the Eaft, becaufe Providence had allot¬ 
ted him every thing there, his arms would have 
been no lefs impotent againft Italy, becaufe it had 

granted and allotted him nothing on that fide. 

0 4 M. 
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M. Foslius Flaccinator. 

L. Plautius Venno. 

The war with the Samnites will continue to 
employ the Romans a great while, notwith- 
ftanding rhe frequent and confiderable Ioffes of 
that people, which might induce them to lay 
down their arms. Hiftorians tell us, that 
they loft thirty thoufand men in 440, twenty 
thomand three years after in 443, thirty thou¬ 
sand more in 446, befides as many in feveral 
other actions. It is hard to conceive how the 
country could fupply fo many foldiers. Eve¬ 
ry year fome place was befieged, and fome bat¬ 
tle rought* and the Romans had almoft al¬ 
ways the advantage. The fucceffes, though 
flow and not decifive, prepared the way for, 
and even affured, the conqueft of Samnium, 
Apulia, Lucania, and other States more remote 
from Rome to the Eaft. 

I fhal! not enter into a particular account of 
the fieges and battles, which had nothing very 
memorable or affefting in them, and might 
prove tedious in the relation. I /ball regularly 
repeat the names of the Confuls of each year *, 
but I fhall fome times omit that of the Dictators, 
very frequent at that time. I find fix of them 
in the fpace of feven years, from the 438-th to 
the 444th year of Rome; without any appa¬ 
rent prcffng occafion for having recourfe to 
them. This feems depreciating in fome mea- 
fore that fupreme authority, confidered in the 
beginning as almoft the laft refource in the 
emergences of the State, always confided to 
perfcns of known merit, and for that reafon 
much more rcfpefted and awful. 


In 
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In the 436th year of Rome, two new Tribes a. r. 43 6 * 
were added to the old ones, the Ufentine and 
Falerian, which made the Tribes thirty one in of 

VC-VJ tribe;. 

The fame year a Prsefeft or Governor (Pra- Prxfca 
feftus) was fent to Capua at the requeft of that Cci - 
city, in order to regulate the inteftine divifions,^* j 
that difturbed its tranquillity. The name ofc. 20. 
Prafeftura, the province of a Pmfetf, was given 
to the cities, that were neither governed by 
their own laws, nor by magiftrates elefted 
amongft themfelves: but received annual ma¬ 
giftrates from Rome, who ruled with fupreme 
authority and adminiftered juftice in them. 


C. Junius Bubulcus. 
JEmilius Barbula. 


A. R. 4^7. 
Anc-C. 315. 


Upon the report which was fpread, of the 
good order re-eftablifhed at Capua by the care 
of the Roman magiftrate, the inhabitants of 
Antium demanded alfo, that fome Romans 
fliould be fent to regulate their city: They were 
granted in confequence the perfons who were 
the patrons of Antium: for the right of patron¬ 
age was not confined to particulars, but extend¬ 
ed to cities, and even, when the empire had at¬ 
tained its higheft grandeur, to whole pro¬ 
vinces* which put themfelves under the protec¬ 
tion of fome powerful Senator. By the means 
of the Pnefeftfhips, Rome carried not only its 
arms, but its laws a great way: nec arma mo- 
do , fed jura eliam Romana late pollebant. This 
was an excellent method of extending its power, 
and even dominion, and infinitely preferable 
to that of arms, which, in employing only 
force, fubjefts only the body, whereas the other 
gains the heart. And what efteem for the Ro¬ 
man 
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a. R, 437- man government muft a magiftrate have given a 

Ant.C.315. 0 

city to which he was lent, where the only ufe 
that he made of his power was to eftablifh 
order, peace, juftice, and to render the people 
happy. And thofe are the foie ends of all good 
government, 

a r. 43s. Sp. Nautius. 

Ant.C. 514. 

M. Popilius. 

Liv. 1. 9. Defeat of the Samnites by the Diftator L. 

c - zl - iEmilius. 

a.r. 439. L. Pa pi r jus, IV. 

Ant.C. 313. Q^PuBLILIUS, IV. 

Uv. 1. 9. The Confute continued at Rome this year, 

c. 22 , 25. ^ t h e Jaft had done. The Dictator, Fa- 

bius, was charged with the war againft the 
Samnites. In a firfl battle Aulius Ceretanus, 

his mafter of the horfe, killed the general of 
the enemy, and was foon after killed himfelf by 
that general’s brother. In a fecond battle. Fa- 
bius, to leave his troops no hopes but in vic¬ 
tory, declared to them, that he would fet his 
camp on fire; and kept them ignorant of the 
confiderable reinforcement his new mafter of the 
horfe was bringing him from Rome. The foldiers 
urged on by the burning of their camp (of 
which the Dictator had only caufed the firfl 
tents to be fet on fire) marched like madmen 
againft the enemy, who did not long fuftain 
fo rude a charge. At the fame time the ma¬ 
fter of the horfe, to whom the burning of the 
camp had been given for a fignal, attacked the 
Samnites in the rear. Their defeat was confide¬ 
rable. The troops, laden with booty, returned 
to the camp, which contrary to their expefta- 

4 tioft 
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don they found entire, except fome few tents, a. r. 4 - ? . 
That agreeable furprize gave them almofl; as 3 'j‘ 
much joy, as the vi&ory they had juft ob- 

• | I f J 

rained. 


M. Poetelius. a. R. 449. 

Ant.C, 31 a, 

C. OULPICIUS. 


The new Confuls marched againft the city of Liv. 1. 9. 
Sora, whofe inhabitants had killed the Roman c - 2 5 * 
colony fettled there, and had gone over to the 
Samnites. This fiege would have coft the Ro¬ 
mans much time, in effect of the advantagious 
fituation of the place: but a deferter having 
difcovered to them a way that led to the cita¬ 
del, the place was taken in the night almoft 
without refiftance. At firft the {laughter was 
great, becaufe the Confuls had not entred the 
place. Thofe who had efcaped the fury of the 
foldiers, furrendered themfelves. Two hun¬ 


dred and fifty of them, who were the princi¬ 
pal authors of the maffacre of the Roman co¬ 
lony, were fent to Rome. They were all con¬ 
demned to die, and executed in the Forum. 

That fight gave the populace a fenfible plea- 
fure, who had a great intereft in the fecurity 
of the citizens fent as colonies abroad. Many 
other cities, asAufona, Min turns, andVefcia, 
were taken in the fame manner by trea- ^ 
chery. 

A Diftator (C. Masnius) had been created 'tfooifia- 


to prefide in the enquiries, that were to be torfiip^d 


made* into a confpiracy excited abroad, to 
which a ftop had been foon put. The Di6ta-^(^ a 
tor, who was for making ufe of his authority, calumny 
employed it on the occafion of certain fecret imputed m 
affemblies faid to be held at Rome for the at- j 
tainmejit of offices. This accufation was made c . 26. 

to 
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a . r . 440. to Fall on the nobility, who enraged at that 

Anuc.^iz. a g' ront5retortec j i t U pon the Diftator himfelf and 

his matter of the horfe, both Plebeians •, affirm¬ 
ing that if any were to be fufpefted of canvaf- 
fing offices, it was themfelves, who had no 
right to them by their birth, whereas the en¬ 
trance to them was naturally open to others: 
and they threatened the Dictator to make him 
fully fenfible of it, when he quitted his office. He 
did not wait the expiration of it. He abdi¬ 
cated the Di&atorfttip, demanded to be tried, 
and was declared innocent, as well as his ma¬ 
tter of the horfe. (a) He was willing to ffiew, 
that innocence, and not confideration for their 
offices, was their fecurity againft fuch an accu- 
fation. 

LwA 9. was under the Confute Poetelius and Sul- 

picius, that a confiderable battle was fought, 
wherein it is Paid thirty thoufand Samnites were 
either killed, or taken prifoners. 


A.R 441. 
•Aat.C. : 11. 


L. Papirius Cursor, V. 
C. Junius Bubulcus, II. 


L:v !. 9. JYeaeltes is retaken from the Samnites, Ad- 

C 7 £ ^ 

na and Calatia have the fame fate. 


A. R. d4-* 


Aai.C. 



M. Valerius. 
P. Decius. 


f 67 r.:sS" Perfons of the greateft worth are fometimes 
c fW expofed to accufations without reafon, and even 

end P!a-u- unjuftly hurt in their fame, when they have to 
t:ui. do with jealous, violent, or abfurd enemies. 
Ljv. I. 9. xhis happened in the Cenforlhip of Appius 

C. 2 


(a) Ut appareat innocen- honoris, tutos a criminatio- 
tu nolira nos, non majeitate nibas iitis effe. 

4 Claudius 
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Claudius and C. Plautius. The moft illuftri- a.r. 
ous of the Senators, whofe lives and aftions Ant,c *- 31C 
were irreproachable, who had worthily filled the 
firft offices of the State, or who might juftly afpire 
to them, experienced the malignity of thefe two 
Cenfors, and faw themfelves lhamefully depri¬ 
ved of the rank of Senators. I have faid elfe- 
where, that this degradation took place in con- 
fequence of the Cenfors leaving out the names 
of thofe they thought fit to exclude in reading 
over the Lift of the Senators. 

In order to fill up the places vacant by the Liv. 1. 9. 
expulfion of fo many illuftrious Senators wor- c - 46- 
thily, Appius (a) introduced a great number 
of the fons of freedmen into the Senate. His 
end was to ftrengthen his intereft, and to render 
himfelf all-powerful in that auguft affembly. 

It is not eafy to conceive how a man, who in 
other refpefts had excellent qualities, could be 
guilty of fuch monftrous exceffes. But of what 
is not a warm and violent ambition capable, 
which is for fetting itfelf above all others, and for 
lording it at any price whatfoever ? That of 
Appius had but ill fuccefs at this time. So 
enormous a proceeding prejudiced every body 
extremely againft him. 

Accordingly the next year (I anticipate fafts, 
in order to place all that relates to the unjuft 
and abfurd condudt of thefe Cenfors together) 
the Confuls paid no regard to the changes in* 
troduced in the Senate by their extravagance. 

They read the lift of the Senate as it flood be¬ 
fore the Cenforfhip of Appius, without having 
any regard either to the pretended notes of infa¬ 
my, which he had affixed to thofe he had 


(a) Senatum primus libertinorum filiis le&is inquinaverat. 

liv. 

ftruck 
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I ftruck out of it, or the pretended election of 
~ thofc he had iubiiituted in their room. 

When the eighteen months, which was the 
nterm to which Mamercus Aimilius had limi¬ 
ted the duration of the Cenforffiip, were ex¬ 
pired, C. Piautius not being (b) able to fup- 
port any longer the complaints and hatred, 
which their irregular and violent conduct had 
drawn upon them, immediately abdicated the 
Cenforfhip. But Appius obftinately refufed to 
quit his office, and declared, he would not re- 
lign it before five years were fully expired, 
which was the ancient term, fixed for the ex- 
ercife of it at its firft inftttution. P. Sempro* 
nius. Tribune of the People, undertook Appius 
with vigour. After having reproached him 
with the violences of his family, always im¬ 
perious and enemies to the liberty of the Ro¬ 
man People, and which for that reafon was be¬ 
come more odious to them, than that of the 
Tarquins *, and put him in mind of the infa¬ 
mous and cruel Decemvir Appius, who had 
continued himfelf in his office in contempt of 
all laws: Are tbefe then , added he, the examples 
which you propoje to yourfelf? IVhat! A regu¬ 
lation eftablijhed in the commonwealth above an 

hundred years , obferved inviolably by fo many il- 
tuftrious men , who have /race been Cenfors y 
dare you , Appius , audacioujly defpife and violate , 
in the view , before the eyes of the Senate and 
People ? JVhai would become of the State, if the 
Confab, if the Dictators , Jhould undertake , of 
their own authority , to continue tbemfelves in of¬ 
fice beyond the fixed term ? JVe have feen C. Mce- 
nius within tbefe few years abdicate the Diftator- 

{/} Ob infainem atque invi- recundia viftus college ma- 
d;otam Senatus ledionwn, ve- giftratu fe abdicavit. Liv. 
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Jhip long before the time, in order to jujlify him - ^ R. 44*- 
felf, as a private perfon , of a crime laid to his ’* 
charge. I do not require the fame moderation 
from you, Appius . Do not quit your office one 

day, one hour, fooner than you are obliged: but 
don't exceed the juft bounds of it. No, fays Appi¬ 
us, I will continue Cenfor three years and fix 
months compleat beyond the time allowed by the 
law AZmilia, and I will continue fo alone . Is not 
this fpeaking and ailing as a King , or rather as a 
tyrant ? No Cenfor ever continued alone in office , all 
hitherto have abdicated, when their collegues died. 

And as for you , neither the expiration of the 
term of your magiftracy , the example of your col¬ 
legia who is retired, the fenfe of Jhame, nor the 
laws, have any weight with you. You make yout 
honour and merit confift in arrogance, preemp¬ 
tion, and the contempt of gods and men. It is 
with pain 1 /peak to you in this manner . The 
dignity you have exercifed is worthy of refpeft. But 
your inflexible objlinacy obliges me not to fpare you 5 
and I declare to you, that if you do not obey the JE- 
milian law , I will order you to be carried to prifon. 
Accordingly Appius giving only bad reafons 
by way of anfwer, he ordered him to be feiz- 
ed, and carried to prifon. Appius implored 
the aid of the other Tribunes. Six were againft 
him : but three declaring in his favour, to the 
difgrace of all the laws and all orders of the 
State, he exercifed the Cenforfhip during all 
the reft of the time. 

(a) Seeing his hopes fruftrated on the fide of 
the Senate, he turned towards that of the Peo¬ 
ple, and to allure himfelf of their ftiffrages, 

(a) Pofteaquam earn lec- opes, humilibus per omnes 
tionem (Senatorum) nemo tribus diyilis, forum Sc cam- 
ratam habuit, nec in curia pumcomui;, £>'£.9. c. 46, 

^deptus erat quas petierat 


and 
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and to make himfelf matter of the affemblies, 
he diftributed the very dregs of the Peopld 
into all the tribes, who in that manner, by their 
great number, always formed the majority of 
voices. This change was of no long duration, 
as we fliall loon fee. 

Appius rendered his Cenforfhip memorable 
by a famous work, which he undertook and 
compleated alone : this was the great way, cal¬ 
led Via Afpia, which he carried on from Rome 
to Capua. This road was continued in procefs 
of time as far as Brundufium (. Brindifi) at the 
extremity of the Adriatic Gulf, about four hun¬ 
dred and fifty miles; a work, of which, after 
fo many ages, there are {till confiderable traces 
to be feen, and which is no lefs admirable for 
its duration than extent. 

Appius brought water alfo to the city 1 by the 
means of an Aquedudt, which is the firft men¬ 
tioned in the Roman Hiftory. I have fpoke 
of the Highways and Aquedufts of Rome in 

the introduction to this vo ume. 

By the advice of the fame Appius (for his 
condufl: is much compounded of good and evil) 
the Poiiiii) anciently charged, and it is faid by 
Hercules himfelf, with the care of the facrifices 
offered to that demi-god upon the altar called, 
the great altar of Hercules , difdaining thofe 
functions, and net being willing to undergo the 
trouble of them any longer, had taught the ce¬ 
remonies ufed in them to the * [laves of the Ro¬ 
man people, A very furprizing thing hap¬ 
pened foon after (fays Livy, always credulous 
enough) which ought to be a warning againft 


* The Servi publici were had alfo flaws, as theVe ne- 
nct flar.es of art) private per- rii in Sicily , and the Marti- 
/5r, tut of the whole common- ales at Larin urn. 
wialtb. The Temples of the gods 


changing 
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changing any thing in the facretl ceremonies of 
religion. Of the twelve branches of the houfe ’ ,3 

of the Potitii then in being, in which there 
were thirty males about fifteen years old, they 
were all taken off to a man, and the whole 
race entirely extinft, in the fpace of one year. 

The vengeance of the Gods did not (top there. 

Some years after, Appius loft his fight entirely 
and conunued blind during the reft of his life. 


C. JtJtflUS BuBULCUS, II. A. 44?« 

_ TT Ant.C- 309. 

Q./Emilius Barbula, 11. 

Two new regulations were made, which gave Tribunes of 
the People the nomination 'to feveral military tbc J e v ons 
offices. The firft related to the Tribunes, or 
principal officers, of the legions. Of twenty -pie, as well 
four Tribunes, fix to each legion, the People at ai tlje p* m 
firft elefted only fix. From the year of which ]™p e :' r 
xve are fpeaking, they nominated fixteen, fo Uv. I 9, 
that only eight remained to be appointed by the c. 30. 
Confuls or Dictators. I have already obferved, 
that the Tribunes’are not properly compared 
with modern colonels, becaufe the Tribunes did 
not command a certain part of a legion, but 
the whole legion alternately. 

1 

Quod mibi parent legio Romana 'Tribuno. 

Horat. 



The fecond regulation relates to the navy, 
little known till then amongft the Romans. 
This is the firft time mention is made of a Ro¬ 
man fleet in Livy, It appears however from 
the two firft treaties related by Polybius between 
the Romans and Carthaginians, that the Ro¬ 
mans, at leaft particulars, had fhips at fea, ei¬ 
ther for commerce, or piracy. But their num¬ 
ber was very inconfiderable. It was decreed 
this year, that the People (hould nominate two 
Vol. III. P officers, 
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tt c. 5%l' officers > ^ed Duumviri, for equipping a fleet, 
Liv. i 9 . and refitting fhips. The next year the Roman 
c * 5 s - people fent a fleet againft Campania, under the 

command of P. Cornelius, charged with the 
command of the maritime coafts. It came to 


an anchor at Pompeii. This expedition ex¬ 
tended no farther than making a defcent upon 
the neighbouring country, and taking fome 
plunder. That too was retaken by the peafants, 
who killed fome of the Romans before they 
could regain the fleet. 

TUplayers * A little circumftance, one would almoft call 

employed people’s thoughts very much 
jiaudin y ear > b^caufe it feemed to have fome rela- 
t'ceir tion to religion. The players upon the flute, 
r M ts : ^ing very much offended, that the laft Cenfors 

^ bad prohibited their eating in the temple of Ju- 
^ piter, as they had always done till then, went 
away in a body to the city of Tibur, fo that 
there were none left in Rome to play upon the 
inftruments in the facrifices. Their retreat gave 
the Senate fome difquiet, and deputies were fent 
to defire the inhabitants of Tibur to aft in fuch 


a manner, as to induce thofe people to re¬ 
turn to Rome. The Tiburtini returned an obli¬ 
ging anfwer, and began by fending for thofe 
muficians to the Senate, who exhorted them to 

return to Rome. That they abfolutely refufed. 
Not being able to get the better of their obfti- 
nacy, they thought of a ftratagem .fuitable 
enough to the character of the perfons they 
had to do with. They invited them to feafts, 

fome on one fide, fome on another, under pre¬ 
tence of enlivening the entertainment by the 
agreeable found of their inftruments. They 
were abundantly treated. Good wine efpecially, 
to which muficians are feldom enemies, was not 
fpared. To make Ihort of our ftory, they all 

fell 
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Fell into fo fudden and heavy a deep, that they ^ 
were put into waggons, and carried off without 
knowing any thing of the matter. They did 
not difcover this till the next morning, when 
broad day-light, which found them (till full of 
wine, opened their eyes, and (liewed them, that 
they were in waggons in the Forum of Rome. 

A great concourfe of People immediately ga¬ 
thered round them. After they had been pre¬ 
vailed on, not without abundance of difficulty, 
to continue at Rome, they were granted per- 


n:tes con- 
(jut red. 


million to go ever/ year in unique:ade about 
the city during three days, Tinging of fongs and 
playing upon inftruments, which was regularly 
p radii fed down to Livy’s time. The privilege, 
of which the fuppreffion had put them fo much 
out of humour, was alfo reftored to them, and 
it was decreed, that when they were employed 
in the facrifices, they fhould have a right to 
partake of the feafts that ufually attended them. 

At the time of which we are fpeaking, two 
confiderable wars employed the Romans. The 
Conful Junius, who had the Samnites for his ^ 
province, after having taken two cities, Cluvia c. 32. 
and Bovianum, from them, gave them battle, 
in which they had twenty thoufand men killed. 

On another fide, all the ftates of Hetru- U'amvid 
ria, except the Arretini, had taken arms, and ^ 
began the fiege of Sutrium, a city in alliance 
with the Romans, and which ferved as a barrier 
againft the Hetrurians, The Conful iEmilius 
marched immediately to the relief of the place. 

The day after his arrival, the two armies drew 
up in battle, and faced each other till noon, 
without making any movement. The.Hetruri- 

ans then, that they might not lofe the day in 
looking upon each other, gave the fignal. The 
aftion began on both Tides .with equal ardor, 

P 2 The. 
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The enemy had the fuperiority in number, and 
the Romans in courage. The battle was obfti- 
nate, and long doubtful. The braveft on both 
fides fell in it. At length, the fecond line of 
the Romans having taken the place of the firft, 
the enemy, who were only drawn up in one 
line, without any body of referve to fupport it, 
could not refill: the violent charge of thofe troops 
who were quite frefti. They however perfifled 
to fight courageoufly, determined rather to fall 
by the enemy’s fwords than to turn their backs. 
There never had been lefs flying, and more 
(laughter, if night had not come on to their re¬ 
lief; and the viftors were the firft that gave 
over fighting. Nothing confiderable befides. 
happened this year. 


A.R. 444. Q. Fabius, II. 

A.".:.C.;cS. C. M. 4 RCIUS RuTILUS. 

n-vr, The Hetrurians befieged Sutrium again. The 
gaiseJm - Ccnful Fabius did not delay marching to the 
tc ‘ He:ru ' aid of the allies. He led his army along the 

g mountains into the plain. The enemy imme- 
0.35—3;. diately offered him battle. As they had many 

more troops than him, to fupply his defeft in 
number by the advantage of the place, he made 
them advance a little upon the declivity of the 
mountain. The place was (tony and full of 
great flints. The Hetrurians marched direftly 
to them, and threw down their darts in order 
to come immediately to clofe fight. The Ro¬ 
mans, taking the advantage of the fuperiority 
of the ground where they were drawn up in 
battle, poured darts and (tonesupon them, which 
wounded many, and difordered the reft by the 
noife they made in falling upon their helmets 
and bucklers. The Hetrurians could not eafily 
come to blows with their enemies, and had not 

their 
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their darts to attack them at diftance. Their a, R w- 

troops were foon put in diforder. At the fame Ant ’ ' 5<J * 
moment the Hafiati and Principes , that is, the 
two firft lines of the Roman army, charged them 
fword in hand. They could not fupport this 
attack, and fled in a body to their camp. But 
the Roman cavalry, by taking a compafs, had 
cut off their communication with it> which re¬ 
duced them to take refuge on the mountains, 
and from thence with troops almoft without 
arms, and covered with wounds, they entered 
the Ciminian foreft. The Romans, after ha- • 
ving killed a great number of enemies, taken 
thirty-eight enfigns, and made themfelves ma¬ 
tters of their camp, got confiderable fpoils. 

A council of war was then held, to confider 
whether the enemy Ihould be purfued. The Ci¬ 
minian foreft was at that time more horrid and 
inacceffible, fays Livy, than the German forefts 
(that is to fay the Hercynian, Hercynia fyha) 
were not long fince. Till then not even any 
merchant had penetrated into them. None but 
the general had courage enough to refolve to 
attempt the entrance : the reft had not yet for¬ 
got the defiles of Caudium. Whilft the council 
were in this difficulty, a young Roman (fome 
believe him the Conful’s brother) offered to go 
and take a view of the places, and promifed 
foon to bring back a certain account of them. 

He had been brought up at Gere, a town of 
Hetruria, and fpoke the language of the coun¬ 
try perfeftly well, as did his fervant. It is 
faid, that the young Romans learned the Hetru- 
rian tongue at that time, as they afterwards did 
the Greek, and that it made a part of their edu¬ 
cation. Thofe two fet out without company, 
and took no other precaution, than to learn up¬ 
on the way the names of the places they were to 

P 3 enter, 
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enter, and thofe of the principal inhabitants of 
the country, in order that they might not be 
known for ftrangers in converfation. They 
were drefs’d like Ihepherds, and had each a fey the 
and two javelins all of iron. But all this did 
not contribute fo much to conceal them, as the 
firm perfuafion of every body, that no ftranger 
would think of entering that foreft. They arri¬ 
ved amongft the inhabitants of Camercinum in 
Umbria. The Roman declared who he wa9, 
and was condu&ed to the Senate. He propofed 
a treaty of alliance and amity in the name of 
the Conful. His propofal was accepted with 
joy. He was allured, that if the Romans en¬ 
tered the foreft, they Ihould find provifions in 
it for thirty days, and all the youth of the coun¬ 
try under arms, and ready to obey their orders. 
Upon this news, the Conful made the baggage 
let out in the beginning of the night, and the 
legions foon after, and ftayed behind with the 
cavalry. At day-break the next morning he 
appeared in the face of the enemy’s advanced 
pofts on the outfide of the foreft, and after hav¬ 
ing amufed them feme time, retired to his camp 
which he quitted foon after at another gate, and 
came up with the reft of his army the fame 
night. The next day in the morning he had 
gained the top of the Ciminian mountain. From 
thence, after confidering the rich lands of He- 
truria, he made his troops march down to plun¬ 
der the country. They were returning with 
immenfe booty, when fome bodies of peafants, 
armed in hafte, came to intercept them with fo 
little order, that they were very near being ta¬ 
ken themfelves by thofe whom they intended to 
deprive of their booty. After having beaten 
and put them to flight, the foldiers returned vi¬ 
ctorious and laden with fpoiis to the camp. 


In 



Fabius, Marcius, Confuls. 215 

■ 

In the mean time, upon the report that was R * 44** 
fpread at Rome, of the Conful’s defign to pe- 1 ‘ ’ 30 * 
netrate into the Ciminian foreft, the city was 
feized with terror, and the alarm became gene¬ 
ral. They knew what the ralhnefs of the two 
Confuls, who had imprudently engaged them- 
felves in the defiles of Caudium, had coft the 
commonwealth, and the traces of the fhameful 
treaty concluded there, was not yet worn out of 
the minds of the citizens. Five deputies were 
immediately difpatched, with whom, in order 
to give them more weight, two Tribunes of the 

People were joined, to forbid the Conful topafs 
the Ciminian foreft, in the name of the Senate. 

That order happily arrived too late, to the 
great fatisfa&ion of the deputies, who returning 
immediately to Rome, filled it with joy by the 
agreeable news of the advantages gained by the 
Conful. 


This expedition of the Conful, far from ter - An ™ <*• 

minating the war, only excited a new one ftill f£ y H ™ r * 
more terrible than the firft, The ravaging of the r \am. 
country at the foot of the Ciminian mountain A truce of 
had incenfed not only the inhabitants, but the ts 
Umbrians in the neighbourhood, againft the^* 
Romans. The two people having in confe- Liv. 1. 9. 
quence joined their troops, marched to Sutrium, 37*^ 
others fay too near* Perufia, with an army much 
more numerous than the firft. Without lofs of ciminian 


time, they offered the Romans battle, who kept fireft* 
ftill without moving. They then approached 
their intrenchments, and feeing that the advan¬ 
ced guards had re-entered the camp, they did not 
doubt but it was an effedt of the enemy’s fear, 
and preffed their generals to fend them provi- 
fions for the day to the place where they were ; 
declaring that they would continue under arms, 
and were refolved to attack the camp the fame 

P 4 night* 
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a^c n ^» nt ’ or t ^ ie next day at fun-rife, The Roman 

* V ' ~ army exprefied no lefs-ardor for the battle: but 

the general’s orders kept them within bounds. 
It was about the tenth hour of the day (two 
hours before fun-fet) when he commanded his 
foldiers “ to refrefh themfelves, and to keep 
46 under arms in readinefs to move at the firft 

44 fignal that ihould be given either by day or 
46 night. He exhorted them in few words* in 

45 extolling the Samnites, whom they had often 
u defeated, much above the Hetrurians. He 
44 added, that he had a fecret view which he 
4C could not explain at prefent that they ihould 
44 know at the proper time.” By thefe obfcure 
and enigmatical words he feemed to infmuate, 
that he relied upon fome treachery •, and this he 
did to encourage his foldiers, whom the great 
number of the enemy’s troops might have daun¬ 
ted. What rendered this notion the more pro¬ 
bable, was the enemy’s being in the open field 
without intrenchments. After having taken 
fomenourifhment, they alfo repofed themfelves. 
At the fourth watch of the night, that is to fay, 
three hours before fun-rife, they were awakened 
without noife, and armed. Axes and tools were 
given the Servants of the army to demoliih the 
intrenchments and fill up the works. The army 
was drawn up in battle within the inclofure of 
the camp, and chofm cohorts were polled at the 
gates. When the fignal was given a little before 
day, which is the time when people fleep foun¬ 
ded: in fummer-nights, and the intrenchments 
were'down, the army quitted the camp. They 
found the enemy lying on the ground difperfed 
here and there, fome immoveable, others half 
aQeep in their beds, and the greateft part of 
them running to their arms: a dreadful (laugh¬ 
ter of them enfued. Few had time to arm. 

And 
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And as even thofe had neither officer to com- a. r. 444 
mand them, nor enfign to affemble under, they Ant,c ' 3cS 
were foon put to flight, and purfued by the ca¬ 
valry. Some retired to the camp, others to 
the foreft, and the latter found moil fafety. 

The camp was taken the fame day. Orders 
were given to carry all the gold and filver to 
the Conful \ the reft of the fpoils were aban¬ 
doned to the foldiers. Sixty thoufand men 
were either killed pr made prisoners in this ac¬ 
tion. In confequ&ice of the lofs of this battle 
the principal cities of Hetruria, and the moft 
opulent in thofe days, Perufia, Cortona, and 
Arretium, fent deputies to Rome to demand 
peace, and a treaty of alliance, 
thirty years was gr^fced. 

The entrance of Fabius into the Ciminian fo* 
reft gave the Samnites no lefs joy than it had batlli 

w w ftit't'i'll //if y 

given Rome alarm. A report had fprcud a % omans 
mongft them, that the Roman army, always and Sum- 
fond of hazardous enterprizes, had rafhly en- nites * 
gaged in an unpaffable foreft, where the He- 
trurians kept it ftiut up in fuch a manner, that firmer 

it was impoffible for it to retire, as had hap- to mmi- 
pened fome years before at Caudium. Their ^" 
joy was mingled with a kind of jealoufy, that [- 1V \ 
the glory of humbling the Romans fhould be 
transferred to another people. They therefore 
drew all their forces together, in order to crufli 
the Conful Marcius if they could : and if he re- 
fufed battle, they determined to fet out imme¬ 
diately, and to crofs the countries of the Marft 
and Sabines, in order to join the Hetrurians. 

We may judge from thence, how high their 
hatred rofe againft Rome. The Conful fpared 
them the pains of that march, and advanced 
to meet them. A bloody battle enfued, in 
which the lofs was very great on both fides, 

and 
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and the viftory doubtful. However, as many 
of the knights, and feveral legionary Tri¬ 
bunes, with a lieutenant-general were killed, 
and theConfulhimfelf wounded, a report fpread 
at Rome, that the battle had been loft, which 
occafioned great confternation. 

In this alarm, it was thought neceffary to 
nominate a Diftator, and every body caft their 
eyes upon Papirius Curior, undoubtedly the moft 
able and moft efteemed general of his times. 
But to fend a courier to Samnium, of which 
all the paffes were in the hands of the enemy, 
was not fafe •, befides which, it was not certain 
whether Marcius were ftill alive. Fabius, the 
other Conful, was ftill in Hetruria : but it was 
known, that he had not yet forgot the rigor 
with which Papirius had formerly afted in re¬ 
gard to him, and the confequences of the re- 
fentment, which he ftill retained on that ac¬ 
count, were apprehended. The Senate deputed 
the moft illuftrious of their body to him, in or¬ 
der that their particular authority, uniting with 
that of the auguft affembly who fent them, 
micht induce Fabius to gee the better of his 
private animofity in confideration of the public 
good. The deputies opened their commiflion 
to him, and added iome advice conformable to 
the intentions of the Senate. The Conful heard 
them with his eyes fixed on the ground, and 
withdrew, leaving them uncertain as to what 
he would do. But the fame night (it was the 
cuftom to perform this ceremony in the night) 
he declared Papirius Diftator. The next day 
the deputies made him great compliments upon 
his generofity. But he ftill obferved a ftri& 
filence : fo (a) that it was eafy to difeern in his 

f c) Ut npparerrt inflgncm dclorem ingenti coroprimi ani- 
nio. Li~'~ 
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manner of behaviour the ftrugjgle of a great foul ^; t R ^ 4 ^ 
fuppreffing a warm refentmeht, not without ’ 3 
difficulty. 

The Dictator, after having appointed C. Ju¬ 
nius Bubulcus Mafter of the Horfe, fet out with 
the legions, which had been levied juft before 
upon the report of the danger of the army in 
palling the Ciminian foreft. Being arrived at 
Longula, and having taken the command of 
the troops from the Conful Marcius, he drew up 
his army, and offered the enemy battle, who 
did not feem to refufe it. Neither fide how¬ 
ever beginning the aftion, night came on, and 
left them in the fame pofture. They continued 
fome time encamped near each other without 
moving, not becaufe they could not confide in 
their own forces, but becaufe neither defpifed 
thofe of their enemy. 

In the mean time fome other a&ions paffed A*™ w- 
in Hetruria. On one fide battle was given 
the Umbrians, who were routed and put to ^crth 
flight immediately, which occafioned their iofs Hetmri- 
not to be confiderable. On the other, the He- ; ■ 
trurians affembled in great numbers near the^' * 
lake of Vadimon. They had made their levies 0 
in a manner, which fhews how high their de¬ 
fire of vengeance and their fury rofe, choofing 
man by man, and pronouncing terrible impre¬ 
cations againft all fuch as fhouid refufe to take 
arms, or ffiould quit them without orders. Ne¬ 
ver had they fought with troops fo numerous 
and animated. In confequence they came im¬ 
mediately to blows, without any thoughts of 
ufing their darts. The attion only augmented 
their ardour for the fight, fo that the Romans 
imagined they were not engaged with the He- 
trurians, whom they had fo often conquered, but 
with a nation entirely new and unknown to 

4 them. 
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a.r^ 444 ; them. Neither fide knew what it was to give 
j0i ' way or fly. Tji£ front lines on both fides 
having been cut to pieces, the fecond took 
their places. At length the referved troops ad¬ 
vanced to engage. This refolution and intrepi¬ 
dity were equal on both fides, and continued 
lb a great while, till the Roman horfe dis¬ 
mounting^ advanced over the arms and dead 
bodies to the front. That reinforcement of en¬ 
tirely frefh troops put the front ranks of the 
Hetrurians into confufion and diforder. The 
other Roman foldiers, as much weakened as 
they were by wounds and fatigue, refumed cou¬ 
rage from the example of their horfe, and broke 
into the main body of the enemy. Their ob- 
^ftinacy could not hold out againft this new ef¬ 
fort: they were reduced to give way, and at 
laft to fly. This defeat gave a mortal wound 
to the power of the Hetrurians, which it never 
after recovered. They loft in this battle the 
whole flower of their youth : and their camp 
was taken and plundered. 

The war with the Samnites was attended 
with almoft equal danger and the like fuccefs. 
Without fpeaking of their other preparations of 
war, in order to make their troops the more 
fplendid, and at the fame time the more ter- 

A 9 

rible in their fenle, they gave them arms of a 
new kind. Their army was divided into two 
bodies. The fhields of both were adorned with 
figures of curious workmanlhip, of the one with 
gold, and of the other with filver. Thefe 
ihields were large and fquare at top, to cover 
the bread and the (boulders, and gradually lef- 
fened towards the bottom in order to their be¬ 


ing the more light and manageable. Their 
cuirafs was a kind of coat of mail, which Livy 
expreiTes by the word Spongia . Upon their left 

4 thighs 
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thighs they had cuifles. Their helmets were fct a. r. 444. 
off with a plume, to-add to their ftature. The Ant ' c ‘ 3 ° s 
habits of the foldiers who carried a fhield ad¬ 
orned with gold, were party-coloured \ thofe 
of the others were of extremely white linnen. 

Care had been taken to give the Romans notice 
of this new and pompous appearance of the 
enemy. Their commanders had induftrioufly 
animadverted to them (a) y 46 That thefoldier 
“ ought not to glitter with gold and Giver, 

“ but to appear dreadful from arms of fteel 
“ and valour: that gold and filver were rather 
“ fpoils than armour: that they looked bright 
cc before a&ion, but in battle, in the midft of 
4< blood and wounds, loft all their luftre. That 
“ courage was the true ornament of foldiers, 

“ that all that fplendor followed viftory; and 
cc that however poor the vittor was 3 the richeft 
u enemy became his prey. 

Papirius after having (poke thus, led on his 
troops to battle. He commanded the right 
wing, and his Matter of the Horie the left. 

Affoon as they came to blows, the difpute of 
arms with the enemy was violent, but that of 
glory between the Dictator and Matter of the 
Horfe was no lefs warm, each ftriving which 
of them ftiould firft determine the vi&ory to 
incline to his fide. Chance declared in favour 
cf Junius, who firft made the enemy give way 
upon the left wing. Thofe were the troops 
armed and cloathed in white, who before they 
came to the battle had laid themfelves under 


(*) Horridum militem efle 
debere 1 non csdatum auro 
& argento, fed ferro <k ani- 
mis fretum. Quippe iila 
prcedam verius, quaiu anna 
efle - } mtentia ante rem, de- 


formia inter fanguinem Sc 
vulnera. Virtutem efle rm- 
litis decus, Sc omnia ilia vie* 
toriam fequi j Sc ditem hof* 
tem quamvis pauperis vic- 
toris premium efle. Lvv- 
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a. R. 444 - the moft horrid imprecations, not to fly. Ju- 

rJ1 " nius, crying with a loud voice, that he devoted 

them to Pluto, charged them furioufly, and put 
them in diforder. The Dictator perceiving 
that, cried out: How! Shall the viftory begin 
on the left wing, and Jhall the right commanded 
by the Dictator have only the fecond rank ? This 
reproach was a powerful incentive to animate 
the right wing. The troops a6ted univerfaliy 
with new ardor. The horfe piqued themfelves 
upon not giving place to the infantry, nor the 
lieutenants to the generals. M. Valerius on 
the right, P. Decius on the left, both perfons 
of Confular dignity, advanced towards the horfe 
potted on the two wings, and having exhorted 
them to advance and fhare with them in the 
glory of defeating the Samnites, they charged 
the enemy in flank on both Tides at once. This 
unexpected attack put all things in diforder. 
The legions at the fame time, raifing new cries, 
pufhed them with vigour. The Samnites found 
no fafety but in flight. Their fear made them 
feek refuge at firft in their camp : but the fame 
dread foon made them quit it. The camp was 
taken, plundered, and burnt before night. The 
Senate decreed the Diftator a triumph, of which 
the arms taken from the enemy were the prin¬ 
cipal ornaments. There were fo much magni¬ 
ficence in them, that the gilded (hields were 
divided amongftthe matters of the goldfmiths 
fhops round the Forum, to be difplayed tor 
Inew, and to ferve as ornaments to them. It 
is laid, that this gave occafion to the cuftom 
afterwards introduced of adorning the Forum 
in a religious folemnity during the celebration 
of games, wherein the flames of the gods were 
carried in proceffion to the Circus upon a kind 
of litters, called thenfe : from whence comes 

the 
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the expreflion frequent enough amongft the an- A * R -«* 4 - 

r .t r J ° Ant.C. ?c8« 

cients, then fas ducere , 

Fabius, the fame year, without much diffi¬ 
culty defeated the remainder of the Hetrurians 
near Perufia, who had broke the truce. He 
would have taken that city by force, but it pre¬ 
vented the afiault, and furrendered. After hav¬ 
ing put a garrifon into it, and fent the deputies 
of Hetruria, who demanded peace, before him 
to Rome, he returned thither himfelf, and ob¬ 
tained a triumph ftill more illuftrious than that 
of the Dictator. P. Decius and M. Valerius 
fhared with the latter in the glory of the vic¬ 
tory gained over the Samnites. The People 
exprefied their gratitude to them on that account 
at the approaching ele&ion by unanimously 
electing the one Conful, and the other Pnetor, 

This was the fourth time the Praetorfhip had 
been conferred on Valerius. 



Fa 


1 us 


III. 


P. Decius II. 


A. R. 44$. 
Ant.C. 307. 


In the allotment of provinces, Hetruria fell Newde* 
to Decius, and Samnium to Fabius. The lac- 
ter defeated the Samnites, and his viftory coll ans and 
him little. The Marfi and Peligni, who came Samites. 
to their aid, had the fame fate. L[V - 1 

Decius was no lefs fuccefsful on his fide. He ' 41 ’ 
obliged the people of Tarquinii to fupply his 
troops with corn, and to demand a truce of him 
for forty years. He took feveral places from 
the Volfinienfes, and demolifhed fomeof them, 
that they might not ferve for retreats to the 
enemy. In carrying his arms throughout the 
country he fpread fo great a terror, that the 
whole nation in a body fent deputies to demand 

peace of him. They could not obtain it. They 

were 
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were granted only a truce of an year, on con¬ 
dition of paying the Roman army for oneyear, 
and fupplying each of the foldiers with two 
habits. 

After fo many defeats every thing one would 
think fhculd have been quiet on the fide of 
Hetruria. But the revolt of the Umbrians, a 
very powerful people, whom the war had 
coft only iome incurfions into their country, 
drew after it that of the greateft part of 
the Hetrurians. They had raifed fo nume¬ 
rous an army, that they believed it impoffible 
to refill: them. Speaking of themfelves in 
magnificent terms, and of the Romans with the 
utmoft contempt, they reckoned to leave De- 
cius behind them, fo little they regarded him, 
and to march directly to befiege Rome. Affoon 
as the Conful was apprized of that defign, he 
fet out from Hetruria, and by great marches 
returned towards Rome. In order to obferve 
the motions of the enemy, he halted in the 
territory of Pupinia. 

Rome was not without alarm in refpeft to 
the war with the Umbrians. Their menaces, 
though they had perhaps more rodomontade 

than reality in them, did not fail to give her 
fome apprehenfion, remembering what fhe had 
iuffered from the Gauls. Deputies were there¬ 
fore feat to the Gonful Fabius, to engage him 
to march his army into Umbria affoon as pof- 
fible, if the affairs of Samnium would admit. 
He fet out dire&ly, and by great marches 
•arrived atMevania, where the army of the Um¬ 
brians then was, 

Thefudden arrival of the Conful, whom they 
believed far from Umbria employed in ano¬ 
ther war in Samnium, furprized and terrified 
them to fuch a degree, that fome of them were 
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of opinion it was neceffary to. Jliut themfelves 
up in their ftrong places. Others were for re- nt> :l 
nouncing the war entirely. However fome* 
more bold or more ,rafh than the reft, deter¬ 
mined upon giving battle immediately. Ac¬ 
cordingly they attacked Fabius, whilft he was 
employed in intrenching his camp; He made 
his foldiers quit the work, drew them up in 
battle j and putting them in mind of the many 
victories they had gained, he exhorted them to 
revenge the infolence of thole people, who threa¬ 
tened to befiege Rome. They were full of 
cheerfulnefs and valour, and did not wait the 
fignal, nor till the trumpets founded, but fell 
directly upon the enemy. They began by pul¬ 
ling the enfigns out of the hands of thofe who 
carried them, and then dragged the carriers 
themfelves to the Confuls feet. The Umbri¬ 
ans fcarce made any refiftance, and upon the 
firft orders, which the Conful caufed to be dif- 
perfed throughout the whole army, that fuch 
as would fave their lives fhould lay down their 
arms, they all furrendered that moment. The 
next and the following days all the other States 
of Umbria did the fame. 

Fabius, victorious over a people, and in a 
war which were not in his province, led back 
his army into the country of the Samnites. In 
reward of fo important a fervice, he was con¬ 
tinued in the command for the following year. 

A r >. A. R. 44 

ppius Claudius. AuitQ ^. 

L. VOLUMNIUS. 


Volumnius was fent againft the Salentini, new The 
enemies, who till then had been out of 

reach ot the Roman arms. He acquired great Seated! 
reputation in that war, gained feveral battles *, i.iv. 1. 9, 

V0l. Ill, Q, and c 





226 Postumius, Minucius, Confuls. 

*-, R -^and took fome cities. He (a) abandoned the 
^ ’ J * fpoils willingly to the foldiers, and feafon- 

ed a liberality, of itfelf highly agreeable, with fo 
graceful and infinuating a behaviour, as added 
a new value to it, and acquired him the hearts 
of all the troops. In confequence, to pleafe 
him, they went through the fevereft labours 
with joy, and confronted the greateft dangers 
with intrepidity. Such a quality in a general, 
vaftly exalts the courage of an army, and in 
fome meafure doubles its number. 

Fabius the Pro-conful gained, on his fide, 
new advantages over the Samnites. 


a.r. 44-. P. Cornelius, Arvina. 

Aat ' C ’ , ° 3 ' Q^Marcius, Tremulus. 

Li>\ 1. 9. The Samnites were often defeated but never 
c ‘ 4; ' fubjedted. They loft a battle this year, in 

which they had thirty thoufand men killed. 

Livy mentions a third treaty made with th« 
Carthaginians at this time. 


a. r. 443. l. Post u m i us, 

Azi'C. 534 . 

T. Minucius. 

Liv. 1. 9. The Confuls were both fenC againft the Sam- 
‘ nites, but in different places. Sometimes to¬ 
gether and fometimes feparate, they adted al¬ 
ways in concert, beat the Samnites on feveral 
occafions, and took fome towns from them. 


(a) Prarda: erat largitor, que iis artibus fecerat & peri- 
& ben • gr.i rate m per fc gratam culi & laboris avidum. Liv . 
comitate adjuvabat, mili;em- 
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P. Sulpicius Saverrio. 
Sempronius * Sophus. 


A* R- 449, 
Aut.C. 5c 


Though there was little reafbn to confide in hiv. 1. 9, 
the promifes of the Samnites, however, at their 0, 
earned follicitation, the ancient treaty with 
diem was renewed. 

At the fame time the Confuls turned their We &q U i 

arms againft the iEqui, the ancient enemies °f IZredand 
the Roman people, who after having long con- aU no ji ™ 
tinued in fufficient tranquillity, had fome Ihort tirelyde- 
time before aided the Samnites, and taken upon 
them to infult the Romans. When they faw the 
.army of the enemy upon their lands,they did not 
dare to face it, though they had confiderably nu¬ 
merous forces. They chofe to retire into their re- 
fpe&ive cities, refolving to make a good defence 
there. The Romans attacked them one after 
another, and carried them all by dorm in fifty 
five days to the number of forty one. They 
demoliflied and burnt mod of them* and the 
nation of the A£qui was almod entirely deftroy- 
ed. This example of feverity induced the 
Marrucini, Marfi, Peligni, and Frentani to fend 
Deputies to Rome to demand a treaty of peace; 
which was granted them. C. Flavin 

The fame year C, Flavius the Regider, a tJ - £ 
man of mean birth, his father having been a''"’ 

* m Q tyce > 

freed-man, but of underdanding and eloquence, mar ^ IS 
was made Curule iEdile. As, according to chsjbi <V«- 
fome Authors, he was actually fubordinate to 
the iEdiles in quality of Regider, and for that t :* e 
reafon the perfon who prefided in the afiembly, putiuk, of 

rx'khh onlj 

extraordi tiarv h:ci v ledge of the { he Pontiff* 
lanxj acquired him foglorious a y*" 
title. Pompon, de or. juris. “f P ltl ^ 


i 
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* This Sempronius is the 

only one 9 to -jubo:n the Romans 
gave thefirname of Sophus, 
that is to fay, the Wife. His 


Q. 




feeing 


c. 46. 
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feeing him upon the point of beingchofen 2 Edilc, 
refufed to admit him as qualified, he declared to 
the aiTembly upon oath, that he would exer- 
cife the office of Regifter no longer : fome 
write, that he had quitted it before. However 
that were, he well knew how to avenge himfelf 
upon the nobility for their contempt of his 
birth. The [a) Pontiffs (they were of the 
Patrician order) had made themfelves mailers 
of what was then called the Civil Law : that 
is, they alone knew the days, on which it was 

lawful to plead, becaufe the Fafti y wherein 

thofe days were fet down, were only in their 
hands. It was therefore neceffary to have re- 
courfe to them, and to confult them continual¬ 
ly upon the affairs of particulars, that occurred, 
which occafioned their being in great confide- 
ration. This Flavius, whom they fupremely 
defpifed, was a perfon of more art and dexteri¬ 
ty than themfelves, and played them a trick, 
of which they had not the lead fufpicion, in 
difclofing all their myfteries. Pie ftole from 
them their whole fcience, copied their colleftion 
of the * forms of law, and of the Fafti, 
which they kept carefully locked up, made 
them publick, and enabled the whole city to 
know of themfelves on what days they might 
plead, and what forms it was neceffary to 
ufe. 

Pcflct sgi lege, nec r.e, Pontiffs bad made themfelves 
iuci quondam iciebam : hi- maflers . Civile jus, fignified 
tos enim vulgo non habe- the firms according to 'which 
bant Erai'.t in magna po- an option was brought before 
tentia qui confulebantur. Pro the judges , or according to 
Mur .rn . r.. 2 5 - wbi ch the action of an adver- 

• Civile jus S: F alii , terms fary was to be cm five red. Faf- 
u fed hi) e by Livy are two dif- ti, was the book wherein the 
fount thing; t of -which the juridical days were fet down. 


He 
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He carried another point againft the nobi- A * ^449- 
lity, which mortified them exceedingly. This flavin l ' 
was a dedication of a temple, an honour much dedicates a 
follicited amongft the Romans, becaufe 
name of the dedicator was aferibed upon the 
front of that facred edifice. The temple here 
in queftion was that of Concord. The great 
Pontiff was firft to pronounce certain words, 
which the perfon who was charged with the cere¬ 
mony repeated after him. The Pontiff, in de- 
fpair to be obliged to render the declared enemy 
of his collegue that fervice, fought all means for 
avoiding it, and pretended that only a Conful, or 
a general of an army, could dedicate a temple. 

The affair was carried before the People, and 
the great Pontiff was caft. The Senate caufed 
an ordinance to be paffed by the people, that 
from thenceforth no perfon fhould dedicate a 
temple or an altar without the permiffion of the 
Senate, or the majority of the Tribunes. 

There happened alfo another affair, little in fImus 
itfelf, and which would not be worth repeating, 
if it were not a proof of the Plebeian liberty 

in refpeft to the pride of the nobles. Flavius '^bureau* 
went to pay his collegue, who was fick, a vifit. l-w 
When he entered his chamber, not one of the 
young nobility who were there rofe up to fhew 
him refpect as wasufual, but all kept their teats. 

Flavius was not in the leaft dafhed ; but (a) or¬ 
dered his Curule chair to be brought in, which 
was the mark of his dignity, and from that feat 
of honour had the fatisfaftion to enjoy at his eafe 
the pain he gave thofe who envied him. Perfons, 
fo foolifhly infatuated with the nobility of their 
birth, well deferved fuch a mortification. 

(*) Carulem afferri fel- fede) anxios invidia inimicos 
lam co juffit, ac fide (id rjl e fpedavit, liv. 

Q. 3 F° r 
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For the reft, the manner in which Flavius 
attained the /Edilefhip, did him no honour. We 
have obferved that Appius, through views of 
ambition, had difperfed the populace, that is 
to fay, the dregs of the people, into all the 
Tribes. It was this rabble who chofe Flavius 
iEciile. 

From this change, Rome was in a manner 
.divided into two parts: that of the founder part 
‘ of the People, who refpedted virtue, and were 
in the intereft of perfons of worth, and that of 
the populace and meaneft fort, who formed a 
diftince faction. Things continued in this con¬ 
dition till the Cenforfhip of Q. Fabius and P. 
Decius, which cannot be placed in any other 
year than that of which we are fpeaking, accord¬ 
ing to fome, and even Livy himfelf. Fabius, 
to fupport concord in the city, and at the fame 
time to prevent the dregs of the People from 
ruling in the affembiies, who being dif¬ 
perfed into all the tribes, formed always the 
malority of voices in them, included them all in 
ibur tribes only, and thofe city-tribes. In this 
he only reftored things to their original inftitu- 
t’:on. Servius Tullius, author of thedivifion of 
the tribes, rieftined thofe of the city for the re¬ 
ception of the inferior people and freed-men ; 
and far that reafon thole of the city were the 
kaft honourable. This diftindtion of the diffe¬ 
rent orders of the citizens re-eftablifhed by Fa¬ 
bius, was fo well received by the publick, that 
it acquired him the firname of Maximus (mod 

great which all his victories had not at- 
«—. 

tained. 

«'« It is alfo fa id, that it-was he who inftituted 
the folemn review of the Roman knights, which 
' was made every year on the fifteenth of July, 
wherein, divided into fquadrons, crowned with 

olive 
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olive branches, dreffed in their robe of ceremo- ^; r R c 449, 
ny ( traiea ) and mounted on their horfes, they 
went in pomp either from the temple of Mars, 
which was without the walls, or from the temple 
of Honour, to the Capitol. In this manner Dio- 6 - 
nyfius Halicarnaffenfis defcribes this cavalcade: 3l_I ' 

but he fuppofes it inftituted immediately after 
the battle at the Lake of Regillm. 

SECT. III. 

4 

Two new colonies eftablijhed. JEqui checked • 

Grecian fleet repulfed. Wars againfl the Marji 
and Hetrurians eafily terminated. The Ple¬ 
beians are admitted to the dignity of Pontiffs 
and Augurs. haw of appeals to the People re¬ 
newed. Two Tribunes added to the number of 
thofe magiftrates. The Hetrurians engage the 
Gauls to pin them. The latter after having re¬ 
ceived the fums agreed on , refufe to perform con¬ 
ditions. War with the Hetrurians and Sa?n- 
nites. Fabius is defied Conful againfl his will: 

Decius Mus is given him for his collegue. They 
march againfl the Samnites, gain great advan¬ 
tages over them, and ravage their whole coun¬ 
try. Ap . Claudius and L. Volumnius are 
chofen Confuls. Decius, to whom the command 
had been continued for fix months, defeats the 
army of the Samnites, and obliges it to quit the 
country. It marches to join the Hetrurians, 

Decius takes feveral places in Samnium. Vo¬ 
lumnius marches thither with his army, as Ap- 
pius does into Hetruria, where he had little fuc- 
cefs , Volumnius removes with his army into 
Hetruria. He is very ill received by his collegue. 

The troops oblige him to flay there. The two 
Confuls gain a conflderable vifiory over the He¬ 
trurians, whom the Samnites had joined. Vo- 

0.4 lumntus 
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iumr.ius returns into Samnium , where he defeats 
the Samhiies, and takes from them the booty they 
had made in Campania. News arrives from He - 
truria^ which occafions great confer nation. The 
defeat cf the Sammies abates the alarm. Two 
colonies are fsnt into Samnium . On the report 
of terrible preparations for a war in Hetruria> 
O. Fabius and P. Decius are chofen Confuls , 
New altar inftituted to Plebeian chaftity. 

Ufurers fined. 


A.R. 450# 
Ant, C 301# 


L. Genucius, 
Ser. Cornelius. 


7vco nrjj 

(chr.i-s 

cf.ablifced. 


R OME was at that time almoft exempt 

from foreign wars. Two colonies were 
fent abroad : the one of four thoufand men to 
Sora, and the other of fix thoufand to Alba * 
Fueer.tis a city of the /Equi. The freedom of 
Rome was given at the fame time to the Arpi- 
nates and Tribulani. We fee Rome at this time 
difeharged of ten thoufand poor citizens. How 
wifely inftituted was this cuftom, almoft as an¬ 
cient as the city itfelf, of removing from time 
to time the fupernumerary load of inhabitants 
from the capital city, for relieving the diftrefs 
of thofe who had no means of life ; for leffen- 

ing and weakening the multitude of the poorer 
for:, who are always ready to raife tumults, 
when they are very numerous, and together; 
to awe tiie ones of the provinces by this kind 
ol garrifon \ and to infpire the fubjetts newly 




0 :t:u‘h cx-irpa- 


bcurs f tiled ifi their tale coun¬ 
try, and gave it their name. 

Ar.dir.de td, in fuc (Ceding times 
1 ^ 
t ‘sere is no mention of the 
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conquered with the fpirit, and maxims of, as a. r. 450. 

well as affedtion for, the Roman govern- Aat C * 2C *' 
ment. 


M. Livius. 

M, AJmILIUS. 


A. R. 451. 
Ant.C, 301. 


The JEqui, though reduced to extreme weak- JEqni 
nefs, undertook to expel the Roman colony, c ^ckcd. 
that had been fettled in their country. It fuf- 
ficed at firft to check them. An army was 
afterwards fent from Rome, that entirely fub- 
jefted them. 

A Grecian fleet, under the command of Grecian 
* Cleonymus the Lacedaemonian, landed in fi cet re / 
Italy, and took the city of ** Thurii, in the^^’ 
country of the Salentines. The Conful JEmi- 
lius obliged Cleonymus to betake himfelf to his 
Ihips, and to go in queft of fortune elfewhere. 
Carried by the winds to the bottom of the Adri- 
atick Gulph, he landed again, and advanced to 
Patavium (Padua) in the country of the Vcne- 
ti; and after various adventures was obliged 
to retire with fcarce a fifth part of his fleet. 

Livy, born at Padua, has done his country the 
honour to relate the particulars of the advantage 

gained by the Paduans over Cleonymus. 

Rome had two wars to fuftain. The firft 
was againft the Marfi, who were defeated with 
no great difficulty by the Diftator M. Valerius 
Maximus. He found more refiftance from 
the Hetrurians : but at length he gained a 
confiderable viftory over them, which obliged 
them to demand peace. He permitted them 


* 'This Cleonymus castle 
Jon of Cleomenes king of Spar - 
/a, and uncle to king Ara:us. 


** Thurii, a city huilt out 
of the ruins, and in the 
neighbourhood of the ancient 
Sybaris, 

to 

* 
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a. r. 45 1 * t0 f enc j Deputies to Rome, after having made 

AntX. 331. r r 7 c o 

them advance the pay or the army ror a year, 
and furnifh it with corn for two months. Rome 
only granted them a truce for two years. The 
Dictator returned in triumph into the city, and 
was made Conful for the following year. 


A-R- 4*2. 

Ant-C 5 co. 


M. Valerius Maximus. 
Q. Appuleius. 


while 
Two 

l'JTcr}.rj Tribunes of the People Q. and Cn. Ogulnius, 
J.iv. i. ic. excited one in refpect to the Priefthood, of 
c. t>—$. w hich till then all the offices, except that of 

keepers of the Sibyl’s books, had been fole- 
ly in the hands of the Patricians. The digni¬ 
ties of Augurs and Pontiffs were the fubjeft of 
the pretent When the Augurs were 

nr if inftituted, three had been created, one for 
each of the ancient tribes (Ramnes> Titienfes , 
and Liiceres.) Three more were afterwards 
added: for the addition was always made by an 
odd number, in order that each tribe might al¬ 
ways have a like number of Augurs. There 
fhould have been fix at that time : of which it 
is probable that two were dead, as there were 
two vacancies in the college of Augurs. It ap¬ 
pears, from what Livy fays in this place, that 
the name of Priefts (Sacerdotes) was equally 
given, and common, both to the Augurs and 
Pontiffs. The Tribunes propofed, that the 
college of Augurs fhould be augmented to the 
number of nine, and that of the Pontiffs to 
eight; and that all the offices, to be filled up 
jn virtue of this augmentation, fhould be occu¬ 
pied bv Plebeians. 

A / 


Tfi iri 


a 


t 7 ‘r- No difputes had been heard of a great 
~ £ between the Patricians and Plebeians. 


kwd ma J - 


The 
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The Patricians faw with abundance of grief, A - R - 45** 
that the priefthood was alfo to be difputed with Aw,C ’ z °°' 
them, the only diftin&ion, and privilege, which 
they retained of their ancient grandeur: for the 
Plebeians had diverted them of the foie right to 
Confulfhips, Cenfortoips, and Triumphs. But, 
accuftomed to be always overcome in this kind 
of difputes, they gave way in this almoft with¬ 
out refiftance, contenting themfelves with fay- ‘ 
ing, 4< That this change by which religion was 
44 profaned, regarded the gods •, and that they 
44 wiftied it might not draw down tome misfor- 


cc 


tune upon the commonwealth.” 

There were however fome harangues for and 
againft the law fpoke before the People. Ap- 
pius Claudius pleaded for the right of the Pa¬ 
tricians, and P. Decius Mus for the Plebeians. Tcin&us 
The latter, reprefenting the image and atti-^ uGa ’ 
tude of his father Decius, when covered with 
the moft auguft habit, and ftanding upon a 
fpear, he devoted himfelf for the People and 

i Decius, I toy, demanded, 44 Whe- 

44 ther one could believe, that his father had 
appeared lefs pure and agreeable in the fight 
of the immortal gods, than his collegue T. 

44 Manlius would have done ? And whether he 
44 who had offered himfelf as a tocrifice to the 


Legions 


cc 


4 C 


CC 


CC 


CO 


tc 


cc 


cc 


gods, in the name and for the prefervation 
of the commonwealth, might not have beei\ 
chofen a prieft ? Has there been reafon to 
repent the vows, which fo many Plebeian 
Contois and Diftators, either in Petting out 
for the army or in battle, have made for 
44 the commonwealth, and which the gods 
44 had heard ? Since the Roman armies had 
44 been confided to the conduft of the Pie- 
44 beians, and had fought under their aufpices, 
41 had they reckoned fewer triumphs amongft 


4 


cc 


them, 
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a.r. 4?-- < c them, than amongfl the Patricians? Where- 
Aat.c. .>0. u fore then, as they fhared the offices of Prae- 

“ tor, Conful, Dictator, and the honour of 

cC triumphs, with the Patricians, fhould they 

c; not alfo (hare the dignities of Augur and 

4t Pontiff with them? That where merit was 

cl equal, honours ought alfo to be fo. In a 

<c word, added he, it feems to me (and I hope 

“ the gods will not be offended at what I am 

44 going to fay) that after all the marks of 

“ diiiinction, with which the Roman people 

11 have adorned us, we are no lefs capable of 

doing honour to the priefthood, than we 

“ are of receiving honour from it •, and that 

64 if we defire it with fo much ardour, it is 

“ lefs out of ambition and the view of exalting 

“ oorfclves, than a motive of religion and for 

44 the honour of the gods.” I am not furprized 

at a Roman’s talking in this manner. All 

that the Pagans heard of their gods, could .not 

infpire them with great reipect for fuch dF 
• • • 

\ 11 j I ill S» 


The People demanded, that the Tribes 
fhculd proceed to their fuffirages, and there was 
no room to doubt in what manner they would 
have decided. It was however deferred by the 
oprcfition of forne Tribunes. The next day 
the oroonents joined rheir coliegues, and it was 

l i +• K-J ' 

paiTeJ unammoufiy. Four PondiTs were created, 
t the head of whom was P. Decius Mus. 


as. 


the author of the law and five Augurs, all 

OP 

The fame year the Conful, M. Valerius, re¬ 
newed the law concerning appeals to the Peo¬ 
ple. It had been palled at nr ft by Valerius ' 
Pubiicola; next by Valerius Potitus; and in 
the third place it was renewed now by Vale¬ 
rius Corvus. The reafon no doubt of renew¬ 
ing 


4 
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ing this law at different times, was becaufe the a. r. 4*2. 
credit of particulars was too ftrong for this infti- Ant ' c ' 
tution, and oppreffed the liberty of the People. 

Only the law Portia , paffed long after, could 
fecure the perfons of the citizens, in laying 
great penalties upon fuch as fhould fcourge, or 
caufe a citizen to be put to death. The (a) 
law Valeria , in prohibiting the fcourging or 
putting to death of one, who fhould appeal to 
the People, added only, that he who fhould 
adt in another manner, would do ill. Hap^y 
age, wherein this refleftion, Whoever fhould 
tranfgrefs the law y would do ill y was a fufficient 
tie to prevent men from the violation of it. 

Who in thefe times, cries Livy, would ferioufly 
threaten in fuch a manner ? 


M. Fl/LVIUS PiETJNUS. 

T. Manlius Torquatus. 


A. R. 4?-}. 
Anc.C. 299. 


All the centuries were inclined to elect 
Fabius Confute He infinuated, that at prefent 
a magiftracy, of which the functions fhould con¬ 
fine him to the city, would enable him to do 
the State moft fervice. It was not difficult to 
conceive what he defired, though he did not 
demand it. He was created Curule .ZEdile with 
L. Papirius Curfor. This faft leems doubtful 
to Livy. 

The Cenfors compleated the Cenfus this year 
with the ulual ceremonies. iC ' r ' rU 


(ft) Valeria lex, cum cum 
qui provocailet, virgis cxdi 
fectirique necari veiuiflct, fi 
quis adverfus ea fk’iifet, ni¬ 
hil ultra, quam impiobe fac¬ 


tum, adjecit. Id (qui turn 
pudor liominum erat) viium, 
credo, vinculum fatis vali- 
dum legis. Nunc vix ferio 
ita miuctur quifqiiaju. L;-v. 


Two 
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a. r a<?. Two Tribes were alfo added to the old ones, 

Ant.C. . 7 

'j\u ? [ r: y.j the Auenfis and Terentina: which made them 

add'd iz nmnnnr rr» f-Kirfv-f Vi vpp 


C. 10. 


ricr.s £*:- 

i a s‘r' 
Ga-j.j is 

i:it th-:n. 


1 :: 




c ru?. .r s m j- 
1 r.r.v- 

j * 

fit 1 *• - 
* 

fj ;V:Z 

ududt^.ir 

w * 

fro.: 6 . 


add'd ?; amount to thirty-three. 

lIv fTo Nequinum, a city of Umbria, where Nar- 

c. io. nia was afterwards built, was taken by the trea¬ 
chery of two of its inhabitants. 

Tbehcirk- The Hetrurians made preparations for a war 

wlL h the Romans, though the truce was notex* 
Ga-jf is pired: but an irruption of the Gauls into their 
iy country deferred the execution of it. As the 

Hetrurians were very rich, they endeavoured to 
U{u:r.V’ make thefe new enemies their allies by the 
idtb:fur.: means of money, in order to be the better able 
c~ c:d t0 attack the Romans with their united forces. 
f'ro.-e*' The Gauls willingly accepted the propofal, and 

agreed upon the price. When they had re¬ 
ceived it, and were to fet out, they faid, that 
to march againft the Romans had not been in¬ 
cluded in the contract, and that they had only- 
engaged not to ravage the lands of the Tufcans, 

Vw/ □ O * 

and not to attack thofe who cultivated them. 
That however they would follow them againft 
the Romans, if they thought fit, without requi¬ 
ring any other reward from them, except that 
they would grant them fome part of their coun¬ 
try to fettle in, in order that they might at 
length have a fixed and quiet abode. TheHetru- 
runs held feveral aflemblies on this propofal: 
but could not come into it. It was not fo 
much the diminution of their dominions, that 


prevented them, as the fear of having fo fierce 
and enterprizing a people for their neighbours. 
Thus net being able to terminate the affair, the 
Gauls retired, carrying with them a confiderable 

y y C 

fum of money, which had not coft them much 
pains, but which acquired them no reputation 
lor equity and faith to their engagements. The 
fear of being attacked at the fame time by the 

Hetru- 
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If'ar <ivitb 
:!:c Hctru - 


CtlXS* 


Liv. 1 .10. 
c. 11. 


Hetrurians and Gauls gave the Romans great 453 
alarm $ which induced them to conclude a trea- n * ‘ 2 " 
ty immediately with the Picentes, a people in 
the neighbourhood of Samnium. 

The province of Hetruria had fallen by lot 
to the Conful Manlius. He had fcarce enter¬ 
ed the enemy’s country, when he died of a fall 
from his horfe. The Hetrurians took this event 
as a good omen for them, and full of confi¬ 
dence immediately affured themfelves of the 
fuccefs of a war, which the gods themfelves 
feemed to have began. Their joy was fhort- 
lived. When they faw M. Valerius Corvus 
enter their country, who had been fubftituted 
to the Conful lately dead, they dared not Ihew 
themfelves in the field, but kept clofe in their 
towns. Valerius ravaged all the flat country. 

Advice came from the Picentes, that the Sam- 
nites were preparing to take arms again ; and 
the Senate turned their principal attention that 

way. 


’Ibis nvat 
(be fixtb 

Confuljhip 

of fak- 
rius. 


L. Cornelius Scipio. 
Cn. Fulvius. 


A. R. 454. 
Ant.C, 298. 


The beginning of this year the Lucanians fent WarwUh 
deputies to the new Conful, <c to complain t}]e 
4 6 that the Samnites had made incurfions into, nUti ' 

“ and ravaged their country, becaufe, not- 
<c withftanding all the inftances they could 
lc make, they had refufed to join them againft 
“ the Romans. They faid, that their pad 
“ faults had made them wife, and that they 
<c were refolved to fuffer everything rather than 
u confent to declare againft Rome. That they 
“ defired the Senate to take the Lucanians un- 
<c der their protection, and to defend them a- 

“ gainft the Samnites. That, though they 

“ had 
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Anfc -'s' <C ^d alread y g* ven fufficiently ftrong proofs 
’ * j5 “ of their attachment to the Romans in draw- 
“ ing the arms of the Samnites upon them* 
“ feives, they were however ready to give 
u hofh2;es for their behaviour. 55 

The Senate was not long in deliberating up¬ 
on this demand. They concluded a treaty 
with the Lucanians, and fent heralds immedi¬ 
ately to the Samnites, to tell them to withdraw 
their troops directly from the lands of their 
allies. On their way they met deputies from 
the Samnites, who had orders to declare to 
them, that if they addreffed themfelves to any 
affembly of the Samnites, they would not be 
heard with impunity. Rome hefitated no lon¬ 
ger, and the war was declared againft the Sam¬ 
nites in all the forms. 

The Confuls divided the provinces between 
them. Hetruria fell by lot to Scipio, and 
Samnium to Fulvius. Scipio expeded a (low 
war like that of the foregoing year: but the 

enemy marched to meet him at Volaterra. The 
battle continued a great part of the day, and 

was very bloody on both Tides. Night left the 
armies uncertain which had the advantage. The 
next morning difhinguifhed the vidors from the 
vanquiftied. The Hetrurians had abandoned 
their camp in the dead of night. The Ro¬ 
mans advanced in order of battle, and per¬ 
ceiving, that the enemy, by their precipitate re¬ 
treat, had yielded them the vidory, entered the 
camp of the Hetrurians, where they took con- 
fiderable fpoils. From thence, the Conful led 
his troops into the country of the Falifci, and 
leaving his baggage in Falerii with a body of 
troops to guard it, entered the enemy’s country, 
and put all to fire and fword, without under¬ 
taking any fiege however \ probably becaufe 

he 
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he was not in a condition to attack the fortrefies A - R ; 4-4. 

into which the Hetrurians had retired. Acl,C,as3 ' 

■ 

Fulvius gained alfo a confiderable viftory 
orer the Samnites near Bovianum, which fell 
to the victor’s fhare. Soon after he took Au- 
fidena by affault. The fame year a colony was 
fent to Carfeoli in the country of the iEqui. 

The Conful Fulvius triumphed over the Sam¬ 
nites. 

At the approach of the afiemblies for the e- rabh< is 
left ion of Confuls, a report fpread, that the d'S.d on. 

Hetrurians and Samnites were raifing great ar- -'*! 
mies; that amongft the former, the principal ' 0 . 
perfons of the nation were warmly reproached c. 13—15. 
in all their afiemblies, for not having engaged 
the Gauls on their fide on any conditions what- 
foever: that the Samnites were very angry with 
their magiftrates, for having oppofed the Ro¬ 
man troops with an army intended againft the 
Lucanians; and laftly, that two powerful peo¬ 
ple having united their forces, it appeared, 
that there was every thing to apprehend from 
this war. The moil: illuftrious Romans, offer¬ 
ing themfelves as Candidates for the Confullhip, 
the general alarm of the city, induced every 
body to caff their eyes upon Fabius Maximus, 
who did not ftand at firft •, and when he faw that 
the fuffrages feemed to declare for him, openly 
refufed it. (a) “ Why, faid he, after having 
“ pafled through all employments, and receiv- 
« ed all rewards, fhould they at his age fol- 


(a) Quid fe jam fenem, ac 
perfunftum laboribus labo- 
rumque pramiis, follicita- 
rent ? Nec corporis nec ani- 
mi vigorem remanere eun- 
dem. Et fortunam ipfam 
vereri, ne cui deorum nimia 
jam in fe fortuna, & coidt or 

Vot. III. 


tior, quam vclint humans 
res, videatur. Et fe glorias 
feniorum fuccreviile, & ad 
fuam gloriam conlurgente> 
alios \x turn ad fpicere. N«c 
honores magnos viris fortif- 
fimis Rom®, nec honoribus 
de effe fortes viros. Lva 

R licite 
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• fcC licite him to take upon him the command 
' tc again? That he had no longer the fame 
16 ftrength either of body or mind. That be- 
“ fide, he apprehended the capricious revolu- 
“ tions of fortune, and leaft fome divinity 
“ fhould at length find his fuccefs too great, too 
“ conflant, and too much above the condition 
“ of a mortal. That he had fucceeded to the 
“ glory of his anceftors, and that it was with 
<c joy he faw himfelf fucceeded by others. 
u That great honours were not wanting at 
“ Rome to perfons of valour, nor perfons of 
“ valour to honours. 5 * This modeft refufal 
only augmented the people’s earned: defire of 
him. Fabius conceiving, that he might check 
them by refpect for the laws, caufed one to be 
read, by which it was prohibited to re-eledt 
the lame citizen Conful before the expiration of 
ten years. The noile and murmuring was fo 
great, that it was fcarce heard. The Tribunes 
declared, that law fhould be no obftacle to the 
defire of the afiembly : and that they would 
propole to the people, that it fhould be dif- 
penfed with in refpect to Fabius. The latter 
perfifted in his refufal, and afked, “ Why 
“ laws were made, if they were to be infringe 
cc ed by thofe who made them ( a) ? That the laws 
<c governed no longer, but were governed by 
the caprice of men.* 5 The People however 
perfevered in their own opinion, and as each 
century was called upon to vote, it made no 
difficulty to nominate Fabius Conful. Over¬ 
come by fo determinate an unanimity, May 
the Gods , Romans , faid he, make your choice 
fuccefiful. For the reft as you difpoje of me at 
your Killy grant me alfo one favour on your fide y 
in giving me P. Beaus for my collegue , a per- 

G) regi leges, non regere. 
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fon certainly worthy of you , worthy of his father , 
and in whom I am fare , from the experience of 
the pajl when we were Confuls together , of find¬ 
ing a collegue difpofed to live in perfect union with 
me . The demand Teemed too juft to admit a 
moment’s hefitation. All the centuries that re¬ 
mained to vote, gave him the collegue he de¬ 
ft red. 

This year the iEdilcs cited a great number 
of citizens to take their trials, tor pofieffing 
more land than the law permitted. Almoft 
none of them could juftify themfelves. This 

gave 

check to the avidity of particulars. 



bold and refolute proceeding 


Q. Fabius Maximus IV. 
P. Decius Mus III. 


A. R, 4<;-, 
Ant.C, 2 Q~. 


Whilft the new Confuls deliberated together V.-eC.v.- 
concerning the operations of the war, the num—' :</J fK! Y ch 

« p • p** 1 p 1 i* •' 1 1 IHil ti 

ber or troops it was neceliary to levy for each : : Us 
army, and the province it was proper for each d/wt 
of them to choole, deputies arrived from Su- !? - / - 
trium, Nepete, and Falerii who in formed die \fi' fiff 
Confuls, that all the States of Hetruria held af- ^jsu- 
femblies in order to treat of peace. This news 
occafioned the turning of the whole weight of the :v 

o ^ y >/ 1 y * 

war againft the Samnites. 

The two Confuls, fee out at rhe fame time 
from Rome, and marched into Samnium, Fa- 
bius through the territory of Sora, and Dccius 
through that of the Sidicini : and they took 
different routs for the convenicncy of forage 
and provifions, and to keep the Samnites in the 
greater uncertainty in rclpcd to the place v.-here 
they fhould attack them. When they arrived 
in the enemy's country, each ravaged it on his 
fide, though with Ids attention to plunder, than 
to obferve the enemy. The Samnites in com 

R 2 fee; ! 
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* fcquence, who expe&ed to attack them in paf- 
fmg a vailey from an eminence, where they 
had polled themfelves near Tifernum, could 
not furprize them. Fabius,- having left his 
baggage in a place of fccurity, with a body of 
troops iuffxient to guard it, advanced with his 
army in order of battle to the place, where 
the enemy waited for him. The latter feeing 
themfelves difeovered, and that it was necefiary 
to defeend into the open field, prepared for bat¬ 
tle with more valour than hope. For the reft, 
whether they had drawn together all the forces 
of Samnium, or that the extreme danger to 
which they were reduced, rendered them in¬ 
trepid, they fuftained the firft attack with fuch 
incredible ardour and refolution, as gave the 
Romans terror. Fabius, feeing there was no 
making them give way, fent to tell the cavalry 
that their aid was necefiary, the foot not being 

able to break the enemy. However, in cafe 
force fhould not fucceed, he thought it necef¬ 
iary to ufe ftratagem. He ordered Scipio his 
lieutenant to detach the Haftati of the firft le¬ 
gion from the grofs of the army with as little 
noife as poffible, to take a compafs with them 
as fecretly as he could round the tops of the 
neighbouring mountains, and to make them 
Ihew themfelves on a fudden to the enemy, 
and charge them in their furprize in the rear. 
All the orders of the Conful were punftually 
executed. But whatever efforts the horfe ufed, 
they could neither break the ranks of the Sam- 
nites, nor penetrate them any where \ and af¬ 
ter many incffe&ual attempts were obliged to 
retire torn the fight. Their retreat infinitely 
augmented the courage of the enemy, and the 
Romans could not long have fuftained fo vigo¬ 
rous an attack, to which fuccefs added new 

• _ 
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force, if the fecond line, by. the Conful’s or- A * R * 4 >5 

* 9 m Li 2»9 7 

der, had not taken the place of the fir ft. Thefe 

entirely frefh troops put a flop to the impetuo- 
fity of the enemy. At the fame moment, the 
Haftati appeared very opportunely on the top 
of the mountains, and raifed loud cries. The 
alarm was great amongft the Samnites, and 
Fabius augmented it confiderably, in fpreading 
a rumour, that it was his collegue Decius who 
approached. All the troops immediately cried 
out with the greateft joy, that the other Con- 
ful was at hand with his legions. This error, 
which was of the greateft advantage to the Ro¬ 
mans, put the Samnites into a confternation. 

In their fear of being attacked after a long and 
rude battle, that had extremely fatigued them, 
by troops neyvly arrived, and entirely frefh, 
they betook themfelves to flight, and difperfed 
on all Tides. This prevented the (laughter from 
being very confiderable, and proportioned to 
the greatnefs of the viftory. Only three thou- 
fand four hundred men were killed, and three 

hundred and thirty taken, with twenty three en- 

figns. 

The Apulians would have joined the Sam¬ 
nites before the battle, if the Conful P. Decius, 
who had incamped before Maleventurn (after¬ 
wards called Beneventum) had not given them 
battle, and defeated them. They made no long 
refiftance; and in confequence loft only two 
thoufand men. Decius having nothing to fear 
from them, marched his troops into Samnium. 

When he arrived there, the two Confular ar¬ 
mies difperfing on all fides, ravaged the whole 
country during the fpace of five months. De¬ 
cius encamped in forty-five different places, and 
the other Conful in fourfeore and fix. The 

troops.left every where behind them in Sam- 

R 3 nium 
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nium fad traces of their encampments. Fabius 
took alfo the city of Cimetra, and in it two 
thou land four hundred priToners, and loft only 
four hundred and thirty men in attacking that 

place. 

Fabius returned to Rome to prefide in the 
election or the new Confuls. The Centuries 
that were frit called upon to give their votes, 
continued him unanimeufly. Appius Claudius, 
a perfon or Confular dignity, who prefented 
himfelf amongft the reft of the candidates, a 
warm and ambitious man, employed his whole 
credit, and that of all the nobility* in order to 
be elected Conful with Fabius; lefs, faid he, 
for his private intereft, than for the honour of 
the whole body of the Patricians, whom he was 
refolved to re-eftablifh in the poffeffion of both 
Confullbips. 

Fabius urged the fame reafons as the year be¬ 
fore for not accepting the honour the People 

were for conferring upon him. All the nobility 
furroimded his feat, and defired him to refeue 
the Confulfhip from the dregs and filth of the 
People, and reftore the order of the Patricians, 
and the dignity itfelf, to their ancient fplendor. 

Fabius having caufcd filence to be made, 
c.dmed this warm follicitude by a difeourfe full 
of reafon and moderation. u He faid that he 
“ fhould willingly have contributed to the elec- 

non of two Patricians, if he faw any other 
u Conful befides himfelf intended to be chofen: 
tC but that in nominating himfelf, he could not 
“ confent to a thing directly contrary to the 
cc laws, nor be the author of fo pernicious an 
“ example. 5 ’ In confequence, L. Volumnius 
the Plebeian was chofen Conful with Ap. Clau- 
ciu>, who had already been Confuls together 
before. The nobility reproached Fabius, with 

having 
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having avoided Appius as a collegue, becaufe ^ n , R c f” 
he knew his fuperioricy, both in the talent n “ ' 29? 
of fpeaking, and the adminiftration of civil 

affairs. 


L. Volumnius, II. 
Ap. Claudius, II. 


After the election of magiftrates, the prece- 
ding Confuls were continued in the command • <?•* ■ 

for fix months, and they had orders to carry on 
the war in Samnium. Decius was adiually up- /{ } '.r lx 
on the fpot where his collegue had left him 
He ravaged the country inceffantly, till he f vatt //v 
had at length obliged the army of the enemy 
to quit it. Driven out in that manner from n^d<.l.r- s 
Samnium, they took refuge in Hetruria, and li 10 p'> 
perfuaded, that at the head of a numerous ar - l ^ c Q ' u,:!r '' 
my, mingling terror with entreaties, they (hould johtLue- 
more efteftually fucceed in what they had not t>u,h,:s. 
hitherto been able to obtain by their deputies, Llv - f 6 - 
notwithftanding their frequent attempts ; they 0, 1J * 
demanded that an affembly of the principal per- 
fons of the nation fhould be called. When 


they were afiembled, they reprefen ted by Gel- 
lius Egnatius their general, how many years 
they had fought with the Romans for liberty. 
cc That they had fpared no means for fuftaining 
“ the weight of fo formidable a war with their 
u own forces : that they had endeavoured to 
“ ftrengthen themfelves by the aid of fome 
4C neighbouring Hates of fmall power : that not 
* £ being able to fupport the war, they had de- 
“ manded peace of the Roman people: that by 
“ the defire natural to all menofprefervingand 
<c re-inftating their liberty, a defire which force 
<c may reduce to be filent for a time, but can 
u never entirely extinguifh, they had thrown 

R 4 41 off 
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v R c CC ent * r<j ly the yoke of fervitudc. That 

“ there now remained no refource for them but 
tc the Hetrurians. That they knew them 
4! to be the mod powerful nation of Italy in 
“ arms, men, and riches, who had for their 
cc neighbours the Gauls, born in the midft of 
u camps and arms, and naturally bold and 
4< fierce, efpecially againft the Roman people, 
from whom they boafted with pleafure, and 
“ not without foundation, that they had taken 
their city, and reduced their haughtinefs to 
“ ranfom itfelf with money. That if the He- 
C1 trurians retained the fame greatnefs of mind 
<c and generofity that Porfena and their anceflors 
14 had formerly Ihewn, they were in a condi- 
tl tion to give the law to the Romans, to drive 
“ them out of all the country on this fide of 
“ the Tiber, and to reduce them to fight, no 
<l longer for the empire of Italy, but for their 
“ own fafety and prefervation. That they had 
u brought with them an army entirely prepared 
“ for fervice, and provided with arms, mo- 
ney, and every thing neceffary for making 

sc war/* 

n, Wniht the Samnites, full of vain preemption, 

..... . were fo active in Hetruria, their country was 

* abandoned to fire and fword. But Decius, ex- 

horting his troops not to confine themfelves to 

l:v : :c> plundering the country, and to feek a richer 

• . i * booty in the cities, formed the fiege of Murgan- 

t:a, one of the flrongeft places in Samnium. The 
foldiers behaved there with fo much ardor, that 
they carried the place by afiaulc in one day. 
More than two thoufand Samnires were made 
prifoners, with very confiderable fpoils. But 
that the troops might not be clogged with their 
Locty, Decius advifed them to fell it. The low 

price 
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price fet on it, brought purchafers in crouds, a. r. 456. 
The fate of Romulea was (till more deplorable. A *-’ c ‘ 1969 
The foldiers fcaled its walls in an inftant, took 
the city, and plundered ic. Two thoufand three 
hundred men were killed, and fix thoufand made 
prifoners in it. The booty was great, and the 
foldiers fold it as they had the firft. Ferentinum 
made more refiftancer about three thoufand 
Samnitei perifhed there. 

The difcourfe of Egnatius had produced all 
the effeft that could be expefted from it. Al- 
moft all the Hetrurians had taken arms: the 
people of Umbria were drawn in by their ex¬ 
ample, and the aid of the Gauls was follicited. 

This news occafioned great alarm at Rome. 

The Conful L. Volumnius was already fet out i'o/um iiits 
with two legions for Samnium, and fifteen thou- grebes 
fand troops of the allies. Ap. Claudius his col- 
legue was ordered to march dire&ly for Hetru- ^ u: ** !9 
He carried two legions, and twelve thou- hefuria , 

• 7 K-kere hi 

enemy. His fudden arrival ferved to prevent * 
fomeStates of Hetruria from taking arms: but 
in other refpefts he (hewed little ability in his 
conduit, and had lefs fuccefs. He engaged at 
feveral times and places with difadvantage; 
which highly augmented the enemy’s boldnefs, 
and greatlydifeouraged the Roman army; fo 
that the Conful neither relied upon his troops, .clique, 
nor the troops upon the Conful. torches to 

Things were in this condition, when Volum- if 

m Lit lj J 

nius arrived with his army from Samnium, in Mreceived 
effeft of a letter which he pretended to have h lat - 


na. 


fand allies with him, and encamped near the V 

t* “w * it • 1 r 1 Ei 


received from hiscollegue. 


Appius denied that' 


t£ r . 

: roofs 




he had wrote to him, and gave him a very bad re- b n l lge 
ception; aiking him in an infulting manner,how to jhy 

he, who fcarce fufficed for the affairs of his own 

Liv. I. to 

province, c . , 8j , 
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'• province, came to obtrude his aid upon another 
19 °' without being denred, Volumnius replied with¬ 
out emotion, “ That he came only in confe- 
“ quince of the letter he had received from him. 
44 That as ic was a forged thing, he would fet 
“ out immediately on his return forSamnium : 

V 

t; That he was much better pleafed with having 
44 made an uielrls march, than to find his col- 


They repre- 


avertcd it. 


44 legue's army in a condition to want his affift- 
46 a nee. 51 They had already parted from each 
other, when Appius’s lieutenant-generals, and 
the principal officers of his army, repaired to 
him, and earnefily defired him not to refufe the 
aid which his good fortune offered him, and 
which he ought to have called in himfelf. Ci¬ 
thers applied to Volumnius, and conjured him 
not to betray the commonwealth through an ill- 
judged rdentment to his collegue. They repre- 
fented to him, 44 That if any misfortune fhould 
44 happen to the army, it would be imputed 
4t rather to him than to Appius, becaufe it 
44 actually depended foltly on him to have 
41 averted it. That things were in fuch a ftate, 
ci that from thenceforth the honour and difgrace 
44 of the good and bad fuccefs in Hetruria 
tc would fall folely on Volumnius. That no- 
61 body would enquire what Appius laid, but in 
lC what condition and neceffity the army was. 
41 That Appius indeed fent him away, but that 
the commonwealth and army required his 
11 continuance there: To confirm which he 
44 had only to found the fenfe of the foldiers. >5 

The army had infenfibly affembled round the 
two Confuls. The fame things which had been 
repeated in private, were there repeated in pub¬ 
lic, but with more extent. As Volumnius, who 
was undoubtedly fuperior in the prefent occafion 

of 
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of debate to his collegue, though much inferior 
to him in eloquence, which was Appius’s great 
talent, exprefied himfelf however with fufficient 
happinefs and propriety •, Appius, in a tone of 
raillery, faid, “ The world was obliged to him 
“ that Volumnius, formerly almolt mute, was 
<c nov/ become an eloquent lpeaker, that in the 
“ beginning of his firft ConfuKhip he could 
“ fcuice open his mouth, and that now he made 
“ fpeeches and harangued in a popular man- 
“ ner/ 5 1 had rather, replied Volumnius, that 
you had learned of me to aft courageoufly , than I 
of you to /peak eloquently . He added, 41 That 
“ to demondrate which of the two Confuls was, 
u not the bed orator, that little concerned the 
“ commonwealth in the prefent conjuncture, but 
“ the bed general, he gave him the choice ei- 

“ ther of Samnium or Hetruria *, and that as 

“ for him, he fhouid be fatisfied with eiiherof 
<c the two provinces which his collegue fhouid 
“ think fit to leave him. 5 * The foldiers upon 
that demanded aloud, that they fhouid both aft 
jointly in Hetruria. Volumnius feeing this una¬ 
nimous concurrence: After having had the mif 
fortune , faid he, of being deceived in refpeft tQ 
' what my collegue would have of me , I will not ex- 
pofe myfelf to being again miftaken in what you de¬ 
ft re of me, foldiers . If you defire I fhouid flay, let 
me know it in a manner not obfeure and ambiguous . 
The whole army railed fo great and general a cry, 
that it made the enemy quit their camp, and 
immediately draw up in battle. Volumnius did 
the fame. It is faid that Appius, feeing whe¬ 
ther he fought or no, his collegue would have 
the whole honour of the viftory, was at fird in 
fufpence how he fhouid aft : but afterwards that 
his fear, led his troops fhouid follow Volumnius 

without 
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a. r. n *. without him, determined him to give them alfo 
Am.c tge. fignal, which they demanded eagerly. 

r jct rxo The armies did not form themfelves commo- 
Conru.s dioudy on either fide. Egnatius, the general of 

the Samnires, was abfent with a final! detach- 
•Lidsn ment of foragers, and as his foldiers fought 
vo*ri':g without either leader or orders, they followed 
e‘J . ru ..only their own impetuofity. The Roman ar- 
tbfSzm- mies, on the other fide, had not moved at the 
nites buS fame time, and had not had time to form their 

iTl - ran ^ s as the y lhould have done. Volumnius 
c^’^'was at blows with the enemy, before Appius 

came up. By an accidental change of the enemy 
Volumnius had the Hetrurians, and Appius the 
Samnites, in front of him. The latter, in the 
heat of the battle, vowed a temple to Bellon.a, 
and believed himfclf that moment infpired with 
new ardor. Both Confuls difeharged alike all 
the duties of generals. The foldiers on their 
fide made extraordinary efforts, that the other 
army might not have the honour of giving the 
firft turn to the victory. In confequence they 
broke and put the enemy to fiighr, and purfued 
them to their camp. Egnatius having haftened 
thither with his Samnites, the battle was renew- 
ec, and with more vigour than at firft. The 
enemy were obliged to give way again. The 
vifiors already attacked the camp The two 
Confuls encouraged their troops in emulation of 
each other, who palled the fofses, tore up the 
palifades, and made themfelves matters of the 
camp. The fpoils, which were very confide- 
rable, were abandoned to them. On the fide 
of the enemy, above feven thou land men were 

killed, and more than two thoufand made pri- 
fcmers. 


Whilft 
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Whilft the two Confuls, who had with them A R - 
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almoft all the Roman forces, were employed in 
Hetruria, the Samnites having raifed a new ar¬ 
my, paffed through the country of the Vefcini- 
ans into Campania and the country of Falernum, 
and carried off a very great booty. Volumnius, 
who returned by great marches into Samnium, 
(for the term 'during which Fabius and Decius 
had been continued in command was upon the 
point of expiring) arrived happily at that in- 
ftant. In paffing through the country of the 
Calenians-, he faw the ftill recent traces of the 
horrible ravages which had been committed 
there, and was informed, that the Samnites were 
near Vulrurnum, from whence they were to fet 
out the following night, in order to depofite the 
rich fpoils with which they were laden in Sam- 
nium, and then to return to their expedition. 
Having well affured himfelf of the truth of all 
thefe circumftances, he advanced, and halted at 

fo proper a diftance from the enemy, that his 

proximity could not make known his arrival, 
and he could fall upon them by furprize, when 
they quitted their camp. The thing happened 
as he had projedted. He advanced very near the 
enemy a little before day, and making all his 
trumpets found on a fudden, attacked them. It 
is ealy to imagine their difordcr and confufion. 
And to compleut their misfortune, the prifuners 
they were carrying away, having broken their 
chains, unbound their companions, and taking 
arms which they found amongft the baggage, 
turned them againft themfelves. They alio did 
a memorable adtion. Seeing. Status Minacius, 
the Samnite general, running through the ranks 
and exhorting his fuldiers, they fell upon him, 
took him prifoner, and brought him to the 

Confab 


/ otummut 
re'.urns in¬ 
to mai¬ 
lt »:. He 

d.i'eats the 
* 

nit'S 

tbtrfy and 
takes front 
them the 

pin ndcr 
the-: had 
got inCan- 
pania. 

Liv. 1 . 10. 
c. .:o. 



2 54 






t ' W 4 



iht f!tv:s 
rtb: d.- 
fe.:t :f ;b: 
dcrr.iutii 

U ~i KJ l •' t 
*** 

aUrm. 


Volumnius, Claudius, Confuls. 

Conful. In this battle about fix thoufand men 

were killed, two thoufand five hundred made 
prifoners, with four principal officers, and thir¬ 
ty enfigns taken. But what gave the victors 
the grca:eft joy, was the recovery of feven 

thoufir.d four hundred prifoners, whom the 
Samnites were carrying off, with all the booty, 
which they had taken from the allies of the Ro¬ 
mans. A day was given them to difeover and 
take back what belonged to them: the reft was 
abandoned to the foldicrs. 

This incurfion into the country of Campania 
had made a great noife at Rome •, and terrible 
accounts arrived at the fame time from Hetru- 
ria, that fmee the departure of Volumnius every 
thing was in motion there. That the Hetruri- 

O 

ans and Samnites had taken arms again, that 

they follicited the Umbrians to revolt, and that 
* * 

they were endeavouring with money to make 
the Gauls enter into the common league. Thefe 
fears were ferious, and too well founded. The 
Senate in confequence decreed a fuipenfion of 
tunnels public and private, which was ufual in 
great dangers of the commonwealth. Great 
levies of foldiers were made, without diftinction 
of age or condition, and even the old men and 
the freed-men were made to take arms. Nothing 
was omitted, that feemed neceffary for the de¬ 
fence of the city. 

The Praetor Sempronius, in the abfence of 
the two Confuls, was at the head of affairs in 
the city, and dire£ted all thefe meafures. But 
letters from the Conful Volumnius with advice 
of the entire defeat of thofe troops of plunde¬ 
rers who had ravaged Campania, foon reftored 
the tranquillity of Rome. The adminiftration 

of juftice, which had been falpended during 

eighteen 
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eighteen days, was no longer difeontinued. Pub- 

lie thankfgivings to the Gods were decreed in * 

the Confulte name, tor the great advantages he 

had gained, and the People acquitted them- 

felves of that duty with a zeal and devotion vc- 

* 

ry laudable in Pagans. 

Thefe advantages were in reality very confi- 
derable, and dtferved to be regarded, not only 
as the effeft of the good-fortune of Volumnius, 

•. O J 

but of his prudence, activity, vigilance, and other 
abilities in the art of war. I admire no Ids his ex¬ 
treme moderation and coolnefs of temper in his 
difpute with Appius, who makes no great figure 
on that occafion. A fecret jealouly, which al¬ 
ways argues a meannefsof fpirit, and efpccially 
his indecent raillery of a Cullegue, who had 
come a great way, and quitted his poll, only 
to do him fervice, are fome diminution of his 
merit, though great in other refpefts. The 
good fuccefs of the battle (houlcl, one would 
think, have reconciled him to Volumnius, and 
yet we fee with pain the latter fet out from He- 
truria, without receiving the leaft mark of ami¬ 
ty, or even efteem, from Appius, though a 
collegue, to whom himfelf and his army were 
undoubtedly indebted for being delivered from 
exceeding danger. Indeed nothing can be 
judged in refpeft to the letter the one fa id 
he had received, and the other denied he had 


wrote. 

After the duties of religion were difeharged T^o.-oh- 
at Rome, the next care was to fecure the repofe 
and tranquillity of the people whole lands had 
been ravaged by the Samnites. For tins pur-' 
pofe, it was thought proper to fettle two colo¬ 
nies, the one at the mouth of the Liris, which 
was called Minturnae \ and the other, on a neck 
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of land, which took its name from the city of 
Vefcia, near the terrritory of Falernum, where 
a Greek city called Sinope is faid to have flood, 
and to which the Roman colony afterwards 
gave the name of * Sinuefla. It was hard to 

find citizens that would enter themfelves for 

■ 

thefe colonies, becaufe they confidered them-lefs 
as quiet fettlements, than as places always liable 
to be infefted by reftlefs and formidable neigh* 
bours. 
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THE 

ROMAN HISTORY. 

■ 

■ 


BOOK THE TENTH. 


T HIS tenth book contains the fpace of 

thirty years, from the 457th to the 
487th year of Rome, and comes 
down to the firft Punic war. It contains fe- 
veral wars againft: the Hetrurians, Samnites, 
and other States of Italy, and efpecially againft 
Pyrrhus. It is in this laft war that Fabricius 
and Curius diftinguifh themfelves, as much by 
their extraordinary virtue, as their valour. 

SECT. I. 

Upon the report of terrible preparations of war in 
Hetruria , j 9 . Fabius and P. Decius are chofen 
Confuls . Altar infiituted to Plebeian Chajlity . 
Ufurers fined . Slight difputes between the two 
Confuls in refpeft to Hetruria , which is decreed 
to Fabius. He repairs thither . Some time af¬ 
ter he is recalled to Rome , and then fent back in¬ 
to Hetruria with Decius and new troops. Fa¬ 
mous battle with the Samnites and Gauls in 
Hetruria . Decius devotes himfelf in.it. The 
Romans gain the victory . Triumph of Fabius . 
War againft the Samnites , and in Hetruria . 
Terrible preparations of war on the fide of the 
Samnites. Whilft Carvilius befieges Cominium , 
Vol. III. S Papirius 
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Pa pin us fights a famous battle near Aquilonia , 
in which the Samnites are cut to pieces. Vhe 
city of Cominium is taken. Great joy at Rome 
for theft victories . Tfhe Hetrurians take arms: 
Car villus marches againft them. Papirius re¬ 
turns to Rome , and is honoured with a tri¬ 
umph. Carviiius triumphs alfo , after having 
defeated the Hetrurians . Cenfus completed. 
Plague rages dreadfully at Rome. 

Q. Fabius, V. 

F. Decius, IV. 



I’m tet A P PIU S, who had remained in Hetruria, 

_wrote letters after letters to advife Rome 

of the danger, with which it was menaced. 

vr,rn:::r.s c- 1 

He faid, that four armies had united their 

Hciruri*. forces: the Hetrurians, the Samnites, the 

Umbrians, and the Gauls: that they had divid- 
ci:J P.Di- ... c . \ r 

ci-js re- ec ^ *heir forces into two camps, becaule one 
c&cnCcn- could not Contain fo great a number of troops. 
Jfr This news caufed the Conful Volumnius to be 

c " zi recalled to Rome, to prefide at the election of 

new m2giftrates. Before he took the fuffrages 
of the Centuries, he affembled the People, and 
expatiated much upon the importance of the 
war in queflion. He reprefented, “ that from 
the time he had been in Hetruria with his 
collegue, one general and one army did 
not fuffice for fuftaining the war. That it was 
fa id the Umbrians, and great fuccours from 
the Gauls, had joined the former enemy. 
That they fnould remember, in giving their 
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tges, that they were choofing Confuls, 
to oppofe four powerful People. That if 
tC he did not allure himfelf, that the Roman 
people would choofe the perfon Conful, who 
Wai ir.difpurably the greateft of all their ge- 

nerals, 
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“ nerals, lie (hould declare him Dictator di- 
** reftly. 

It was perfectly underftood, that he meant 
Q. Fabius. In confequence the fuffrages all 
declared for him, and the People intended to 
give him L. Volumnius for a collegue. I de- 
fire the reader to obferve the perpetual attention 

of the Roman people, and of their chiefs, to 
confer the command of their armies upon per- 
fons of merit univerfally known, efpecially. in 
times of difficulty and danger. This is one of 
the caufes, which contributed mod to aggrandize 
the Roman empire. Fabius excufed himfelf, as 
he had done the two preceding years, but as 
ineffectually. He therefore confined himfelf 
to demanding Decius again for a collegue, 
and reprefented, 44 that it would be a great fup- 
u port and relief to his advanced age. That he 

had found by experience, during their being 
“ Cenfors, and their two Confullhips together, 
c ‘ how much the union between collegues 
<c conduces to the fervice of the public. That 
44 an old man habituates himfelf with difficulty 
44 to a new companion in authority \ whereas 
4C he is much more eafy and open with one, to 
46 whofe manners and humour he is accuftom- 

44 ed.” The Conful, far from taking offence 
at this kind of exclufion by Fabius, came in 
with joy to fo juft a demand, giving Decius 
the praifes he deferved, and infilling ftrongly 
upon the great advantages in military govern¬ 
ment, that refulted from the good underloading 

of the Confuls, and the infinite evils, that attend¬ 
ed their diffention, of which he was very near 
making a fad experience in the difputes, that 

had paffed between him and his collegue ; and 
he exhorted Decius and Fabius to live in perfeft 
union with each other. He added, 44 that 

S a 44 there 
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c< there (a) were men born for war, and capa- 
“ b!e of the greateft actions, but not happy at 
“ wordy controverfies and difputes: that 
ct thofe were the characters formed by nature 
“ for the Confullhip. That there were others 
6C penetrating, hard to deceive, verfed in the 

ct laws, and eloquent, as Appius Claudius was, 

44 and that they were the proper perfons to 

u prefide in the city, on the Tribunals, in the 
46 afiemblies of the Forum, and be elefted 
“ Praetors for the adminiftrationof juftice.” The 
day paffed in thefe preliminaries and prepara¬ 
tions. The next morning came on the electi¬ 
on both of Confuls and Prsetors, and was made 
conformably to the advice of Volumnius. 
Fabius and P. Decius were elected Confuls, and 
Ap. Claudius Prsetor ; all abfent, the two firft 
from the field of Mars, and the latter from the 
city. The Senate and People continued Volum¬ 
nius in command for a year longer. 

Many prodigies happened this year. To a- 
vert their effects, folemn proceffions were de¬ 
creed and made. In that to the temple of Pa¬ 
trician Chaftity, there happened a difpute be¬ 
tween the Roman ladies, which made abun¬ 
dance of noife. They denied Virginia entrance 
into it, becaufe being of a Patrician family, 
fine had married Volumnius who was a Plebeian. 


Sne complained highly of chat affront, which* 
fne did not deferve, becaufe fhe had a right as 
well as the reft to enter that chapel, being a 
Patrician, of exemplary chaftity, and having 
never been married but once, and that to a 


[*) pnaerea viros 

ji-uoi rr.idtis. ti? magnos, 
aci \t: Dcrum cer- 

izrrrr.t ni'ies : ea in^enia 

C 

C Ha e-Te. CJlidos fo- 

lcKcique jjris atque eloqucn- 


tis conlultos, qualis Ap. 
Claudius eiTet, urbi ac foro 
pra-fides habendos, pra;tores 
quit* ad reddenda jura crean- 
doi ene. Liv. 


perfon, 
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perfon, whofe dignities and great actions re- 
flefted the higheft honour and glory upon her. 
She did not confine herfelf to barren complaints. 
She fitted up a. chapel in her own habitation, 
feparate from all the reft of the building, and 

placed an altar in it. Then having affembled 
the Plebian ladies, (a) I confecrate this altar , 
faid (he, to Plebeian Cbaftity \ and ?ny view is, 
that no lefs emulation, than prevails amongft the 
men of this city in refpeft to valour and honour , 
may prevail amongft the women in refpett to cba¬ 
ftity. Be it your care therefore that people fay this 
altar is adored with more devotion , if prfftble , and 
by women of ft rioter cbaftity % than the other. This 
\y.as a very wife and religious revenge of an af¬ 
front, to which the ladies are extremely fenfible. 
This new chapel became as famous as the old 
one, and the fame ceremonies were obferved in 
it, that is to fay, none but women of diftin- 
guifhed chaftity, and who had been married but 
once, were admitted into it. 

It is remarkable, that amongft the Pagans, 
fecond marriages, of men as well as women, 
were deemed a difgrace. According to (b) 
Tertullian, the great Pqntiff at Rome could not 
marry a fecond wife. We fee in Propertius, a 
Roman lady, who takes honour to herfelf, for 
having had only one hufband, and is for 

having chat ^ircumffance mentioned on her 
tomb. 


[a) Hanc ego aram, /V 
qu'ty piulicitiie plebeiadedi- ■ 
co ; vofque horror, ut, quod 
cerrnmcn virtucis viros in hoc 
civitate tenet, hoc pudicitix 
inter maironos fir j detis ope- 
ram, ut ha?c ara, quam i!la. 


ft quid potefl, fanftius & caf> 
tioribus co!i dicatur. L:*v. 

( b ) Duo ipfi Pontifici 
maximo matrimonia iierare 
non licet. ; Urtuil. Exhort, 
ad caftii. c . 13 . 

! J i)i;tjTex maxim us nubet 
femel. Id. dt Mon-jg. c. 1 7 . 
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Jungor , PW*;, fee difecejfeura , cubili : 

In lapide hoc , nupta futjje, legar . 

Proper:. 1 . 4. v. 11.—35. 


The fame praife is extant in many ancient 
infcriptions. 


MatRi caRissim^ 
Omnium, f^mins 
SAnctiori. UNIVIRiE 

M.fCIAN^E CONJ. INCOMPARABILI 

UNIVIRAI et. castissim/e 


Dido in Virgi! underftands it as a crime con¬ 
trary to the faith fhe has fworn to her firft huf- 
band, to marry another, and feems refolved to 
die rather than difhonour herfelf by fo fhame- 
ful an aftion. 


Sed tnibi vel telhis opteln prius ima debifeat -- 

Ante pudor quam te violem , aut tuajura refolvam. 
Tile meosy primus qui me febi juny.it , amoves 

Abftulit: ille habecit fecum , Jervetque fepulcro. 

iEneid. 1 . 4. v. 24, &V. 

(a) Plutarch, in fpeaking of the Romans, 
fays, that firft marriages were highly in honour, 
and fecond in no lefs difgrace amongft them : 
and (b) Valerius Maximus fays, that the 
crown of chaftity was granted only to the wo¬ 
men, who had been contented with one mar¬ 
riage. 


(tf; Zr,>. iTc; yip l 
ynfiU, I 61 oivrifS: 

DtUjtanJ*. 

[t) uro content* 


matrimonio fuerant*. corona 
pudicitiao honorabantur. VaL 
Max. 1. 1 . 


Amongft 
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Amongft the Jews, the law of Mofes prohi- 
hired the high-prieft to marry a widow. St. Leiit.xxl. 
Paul is very far from condemning fecond mar- l 4- 
riages : but amongft the qualities of a bifhop he 
puts that of having been only once married : 
the hujband of one wife. The'twice-married 

were not admitted into holy orders. But to re¬ 
turn to our hiftory. 

The fame year, the, Curule iEdiles cited W ur *r* 
fome Ufurers to a trial, who were condemned 
in fufficiently confiderable fines* Thofe fum$ 
were applied indifferent ornaments for the tem¬ 
ples, and in other publick works. 

The two. Co.nfuls Fabius and Decius, who flight dif- 
entered at this time upon office, were now col- P ute ^ 
legues for the third time in the Conl'ulfliip, as 
they had been in the office of Cenfors. They concerning 
were famous not only for the glory of their ac- Hetruria , 
tions, which was great, but the perfeft union 
which had always prevailed between them. Cabins, 
That union was a little interrupted at prelent He repairs 
by a difpute that arofe, lefs between them, than . 

between the different orders of which they ' I0 f 

} ***. 2 j 

were. The Patricians were for having Fabius 
affume the province of Hecrutia by privilege : 
rhe Plebeians, intereftingthemfelves for Decius, 
demanded, that the provinces fhould be drawn 
by lot according to the ulual cuftorm The Se¬ 
nate having given the affair in favour of Fabi¬ 
us, it was brought before the People. As rhe 
difpute was between military perfons, more ac- 
cuftomed to a £t than to harangue, the pleadings 
were not long. Fabius faid, “ It was not rea- 
“ fonable that another fhould gather the fruits 


tt 


a 


«c 




he alone had planted; That every body 
knew, he was the firft, who had penetrated 
thro 5 the Ciminian foreft, and opened a way 

for the Roman armies into a country till. 

S 4 “ then 
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Aaudiol.' c< t ^ en inaccefnble. Why at fo advanced an 

tc age as his, had he been almoft forced out 
ct of a it ate of repofe, if the war were to be 
“ made by ancrher general ? He even modefi> 
“ ly reproached his coilegue for having proved 
u an adverfary, rather than the aid and affo- 
55 date in command he expected to have found 
“ him. He added, that Decius feemed to re- 
“ pent the union which had fubfifted hitherto 
between them. That as to him he confin* 

“ ed himfeif. to demanding to be fent into 
ct Hetruria, if he were diought worthy of it. 

That for the reft, as he had referred himfeif 
“ on that head to the judgment of the Senate, 
“ fo he fubmitted to that of the Peopled’ 
Decius began by complaining of the in* 
juftice of the Senate. Toe Senators , faid he, 
long ufed their utmojl endeavours to exclude the 
Plebeians entirely from all great offices. Since 
virtue has forced the barriers they laid in its way, 
and independently of race and birth , has call fed 
the honours to be rendered it , that are its due , 
they fiek a means for rendering void and ineffectual 
not only the fuff rages of the People , but even the 
favours of fortune , in reducing them to the power 
cf a fin all number of perfons . All the Confuls be - 
fere me , have drawn lots , for their provinces: but 
now by a fpedal privilege , contrary to all cuftom , 
the Senate is for granting Hetruria to Fabius. If 
it be to reward his merit , Fabius has done me per- 
finally , and the commonwealth in general , finch 
great fiervices , that I fhall always make it a 
duty as well as a pie a fur e to promote his glory , fo 
long as it Jhall not turn to my own dijhonour. But 
can any body doubt , when there is one difficult and 
dangerous war on foot, and the care of it is con - 
filed without drawing lots to one of the Confuls , 
that ike other is conjidered as incapable and of no 
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life. Fabius takes the honour to himfelf and not a ' k q 457; 
without foundation , for the great ailions he has ‘ l% * ~ Si 
done in Hetruria , and as for me I afpire at the 
fame glory. kVho knows , but this fire which Fa - 
bius has left covered under the afloes , which * 
fuddenly and fo often breaks out afrefh , / may not 
be fo fuccefful to extinguijh totally and for ever. 

If only honours and rewards were in queftion , 1 
could freely refign them to my collegue out of refpedt 
for his age and merit: but when dangers and battles 
are to be fuflainedfor the fafety of the commonwealth, 

I think I cannot in honour give place to him. And 
after all it is of good example , and for the glory 
of the Roman people , to have thofe in office , to whom 
they can indifferently confide the care of fo important 
a war as that of Hetruria. 

Fabius, without any farther reply, contented 
himfelf with defiring, chat the letter which 
was come from the Prastor Ap. Claudius in 
Hetruria, might be read, before the Tribes 
were called upon to give their fufrrages: after 
which he quitted theaffembly. The People de¬ 
clared themfelves with no lels ardour and paffion 
for Fabius, than the Senate had done and 
Hetruria was decreed to him for his province 
without drawing lots. 

The youth ran in crouds to lift, fo much did 
they defire to ferve under Fabius. He con¬ 
tented himfelf with four thoufand foot, and fix 
hundred horfe, and fetout with this little nume¬ 
rous army, but full of confidence, becaufe they 
faw that their general did not believe he want¬ 
ed more troops for gaining, the vidtory. He 
arrived at the city of Aharna, not far from the 
enemy, and advanced towards the camp of the 
Praetor Appius. A detachment difeovering the 
Liftors, and being informed, that Fabius was 
arrived, ran to meet him. The officers and 

foldiers, 
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foldiers, in the higheft joy, returned thanks to 
the Gods for having fent them fuch a general. 
Fabius having afked them, where they were 
going, and been anfwered to fetch in wood: 
Is net your camp intrenched then , faid he ? It 
has two good intrencbments and a very deep ditch , 
replied they \ and yet the whole army is in very 
great terror . The Conful ordered them to pull 
up the palifades, and they did fo immedi¬ 
ately ; which much augmented the dread of the 
foldiers in the camp, and elpecially of Appius. 
As this operation furprized every body extreme¬ 
ly, the workmen upon being queftioned, faid 
only, that they were obeying the Conful Fa- 
hius’s orders. He decamped the next day, and 
fent the Prsetor Appius to ^Rorne. After he 
was gone* the Romans had no longer any fixed 
and durable camp. He faid, that it was not 
for the advantage of an army to continue al¬ 
ways or long in the lame place : that marching 
and change rendered it fitter for aftion, and 
contributed to the health of the foldiers. The 
marches were not long, and continued only as 
the wimer-feafon, which was not quite over, 
would adm:t. 

In the beginning of the fpring, having left 
the fecond legion at Clufium, a city of the 
Camertes, a people of Umbria, and given the 
command of the camp to the Pro-pr^tor L. 
Scipio, he returned to Rome, whether of his 
own accord, in order to concert meafures with 
. the Senate for the conduct of a war, of the im¬ 
portance of which he had had a nearer expe¬ 
rience, or, which is more probable, that he had 

been fent for by the Senate, perhaps upon the 
remonftrances of Appius. For Appius was one 
of thofe generals, who, for want of courage 

and experience, can fee nothing but difficulties* 

multi- 
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multiply dangers, fuffer themfelves to be eafily A 
terrified, and communicate their fears to others. 
He was xnceiTanrly reprcfenring in the Senate, 

44 That a fingle army and one general were 
44 not fufficient to make head againft four States. 

44 That if they united all their forces, they 
44 could not fail of crufhing him by their num~ 

44 bers ; and, if they afted feparately, he would 
44 not be able alone to oppofe fo many enemies 
44 every where. That when he fet out from 
44 the army, he had left only two Roman le- 
44 gions there ; and that the troops Fabius had 
44 brought with him, did not amount to five 
44 thoufand men, horfeand foot. That he was 
44 of opinion, that the Conful P. Decius fhould 
44 fet out as foon as poffible to join his col- 
44 legue in Hetruria, and that the command of 
44 the troops in Samnium ihould be given to 
44 Volumnius. That, if the Conful fhofe rather 
44 to remain in his province, it was necefiary to 
44 fend Volumnius into Hetruria with a fuiilci- 
44 ent number of troops, and a Confular army/* 
As great part of the Senate kerned to give 
into the Pmor's fentimeats, Decius reprefenc- 
ed, that in an affair of that importance, nothing 
could well be decided without firft conful ting 
Fabius: that therefore it was proper to ftay 
either till he came in perfon, or till he fent 
one of his lieutenants, to inform the Senate of 
what concerned the war in Hetruria, and 
enable it to decree with fome knowledge of the 
affair all that was neceffary to the iuccefs of the 
Roman arms on that fide. It was probably in 
cffeft of this advice that Fabius was lent for. 
When he arrived at Rome, he gave the Se¬ 
nate and People an account of the State of af¬ 
fairs in Hetruria. He did it in a Ample and 
natural manner, without either difguifing, aug¬ 
menting. 
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AniC - 4 q 5 - : *meriting, or diminilhing any thing. He re* 

Jaied things juft as they were and, if he con¬ 
ferred to receive a fecond general into the joint 
command, it was rather out of condefcenfion to 
the terror and confternadon of the public, than 
the perfuafion, that either the Commonwealth, 
or himi’clf, had occafion for fuch a coadjutor. 
He was left entirely at liberty to choofe whom 
he thought fit. He was not long in fixing up¬ 
on Decius, who on his fide was affoon deter¬ 
mined, and believed himfelf much honoured by 
fuch a choice. The joy of Rome was univerfal, 
to fee fo perfect an union between thofe two 
great men, and from that moment every body 
afiured themfelves of victory. 

Livy obferves, that authors difrer in their ac¬ 
counts of feveral circumftances related hitherto, 
but that they agree better concerning thofe that 
follow. 

For the reft, Fabius’s abfence coft the army 
dear. The legion he had left at Clufium was 
furprized by the Gauls, and entirely cut to 
pieces. 

The two Confuls fee out from Rome with 

four legions, and a numerous body of Roman 
cavalry, without including that of the Campa¬ 
nians, which confifted of a thoufand chofen 
horfe. The troops of the allies were ftill more 
numerous. Befides this, there were two other 


Fj-.cus armies ready to act againft Hetruria, both near 
^ ; ^' w ^R°me, the one in the country of Falerii, -and 

the other in the °f the Vatican clofe 
in to Rome : they were commanded by the Pro- 
lic^unc. pn^tors Cn. Fulvius, and L. Poftumius Me- 

Dsc.us de- i; 

/-/n-S ellUS - , A 

in it. The Confuls, having paffed the Apennines, 
Tor r 7 . arrived in the country of Sentinum, and in- 

camped four miles from the enemy. It was 
*”~ rD ‘ here 
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here they were informed by their own eyes of 
the fad defeat of the Roman legion, the caval¬ 
ry of the Gauls carrying the heads of the Ro¬ 
mans upon the points of their fpears, and hang¬ 
ing before the breaft-plates of their horfes. 

The enemy in a council of war, agreed, that 
it was neither proper to Ihut themfelves up all 
together in one camp, nor to give battle in 
one body. The Gauls joined the Samnites, 
and the Umbrians the Hetrurians. A day 
was fixed for the battle: and the Samnites and 
Gauls were to fight it. The Hetrurians and 
Umbrians had orders to attack the Roman 
camp in the heat and confufion of the aftion. 

But thefe meafures were difconcerted, the Con- 
fuls having got intelligence of them. Three 
deferters of Clufium brought them that impor¬ 
tant advice. They were well rewarded, and 
lent back with orders to inform themfelves of 
every thing as exaftly as poflible, and bring 
back a good account of them. In the mean 
time the Confute fent orders to Fulvius and 
Poftumius to march their armies towards Clu¬ 
fium, and to ravage all the enemy’s country : 
this they executed without lofs of time. Up¬ 
on the news of thofe incurfions, the Hetrurians 
quitted the country of Sentinum, in order to 
defend their own lands. 

This was a reafon for the Confute to haften 
a battle. The two firft days palled in flight 
fkirmifhes on both Tides in order to try one ano¬ 
ther. The third both armies moved in earneft. 
Whilft they were drawing up in battle, an hind 
purfued by a wolf, eroded them. The two 
beafts divided, and each took different ways, 
the hind towards the Gauls, and the wolf to¬ 
wards the Romans. The latter opened a way 

for the wolf through their ranks 5 the Gauls 

killed 
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A ^ 45-. killed the hind. Upon that a Roman foldier 

Ani,\-.-0y. j n t j ie f ronc cr ; ec j ouc . pnghi anc i d e f ea t are 

the lot of tkofe , who have juft killed the animal 
facred to Diana . The wolf, protected by Mars, 
victorious and vcithout a wound, puts us in mind 
of our Founder, and that we are a martial race . 
Every body knows, that in thofe ancient 
times fails are frequently embellifhed with the 
Marvelous. 

The Gauls were on the right, and the Sam¬ 
nites on the left wings. Fabius at the head of 
the firft and third legions againft the Samnites ; 
and Decius on the left with the fifth and fixth 
2gainft the Gaols, The charge in the begin¬ 
ning was luftained with fo much equality on 
both fides, -that if the Hetrurians and Umbri¬ 
ans had fhared in the battle, or had attacked 
the camp during the aftion, as had been at firft 
concluded, the Romans would infallibly have 
fuffered feme confiderable lofs. 

Though neither fide had yet the advantage, 
and it could not be judged which would be vic¬ 
torious, the two wings of the Romans fought 
in a quite different manner. On Fabius’s fide 
they were more employed in fuftaining the at¬ 
tack of the enemy, than in charging them with 
vigour *, which occafioned the battle’s being 
fpun out till night. The (a) Confuls reafon 
was, becaufe the Samnites and Gauls were only 
formidable in their firft charge, which it fuffi- 
ced to futlain well : that the force and courage 
of the Samnites perpetually decreafed, in pro- 


lu penuafum e-at Du¬ 
el, a: Samnite: £ Gaiioi pri- 
mo imptreu teroces eiie, quos 
icliir.cn lads lit. Longiore 
ceruniine iemim rdidere 
Sam-’.iuuai animoo : Gallo- 


rum quidern etiam corpora 
mtolerantiiiima laboris atque 
situs riuere, primaque eorum 
pradia piulquam virorum, 
poilrema minus Guam ia*ini- 
naruir. efic. Liv- 


portion 
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portion to the length of the battle: that the R - 457 
bodies themfelves of the Gauls, incapable of nt * ‘ 19y 
fupporting heat and fatigue, infenfibly grew 
weak, and loft all their vigour ; and as in the 
beginning of the battle they were more than 
men, in the end-of it they were lefs than wo¬ 
men. Fabius therefore referved the force and 
vivacity of his troops for the time, when thofe of 
the enemy (hould begin to flag. (I do not know 
whether the Gauls of ancient times were fuch as 
Livy defcribes them in this place. It is cer¬ 
tain that their fuccefifors the French fcarce re¬ 
ferable them now : witnefs the laft campaigns 
in Italy and Germany .) 

It was not the fame on the fide where Dc- 

6 

cius commanded. As his years and complexion 
made him more aftive, he employed all his 
force from the beginning of the aftion. As 
the infantry feemed to aft too (lowly and not 
to fecond his ardour with fufficient vivacity, he 
made the cavalry advance, and putting himfelf 
at the head of the braveft fquadron, he defired 
the noble youth of which it was compofed, to 
charge the enemy with him, reprefenting to 
them, That they would acquire double glory 
<c if the viftory began both by the left wing 
<c and by the horfe/’ They put the cavalry 
of the Gauls twice into diforder. But pulhing 
them too far, whilft they were engaged in the Ejfeijs, 
midft of the enemy’s, fquadrons, a new kind of carn Jv {t 
fight amazed them. Horfemen in chariots of 
different kinds, from which they fought, at¬ 
tacked them unexpectedly. The neighing of 
the horfes, and the noife of the wheels, to which 
the Roman horfe were not accuftomed, fright¬ 
ened and made them unruly. The cavalry, 

victorious but a moment before, were leized 

with a kind of panic, which made them dif- 
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• perfe and fly on all Tides, and occafioned the 
’’ lofs both of men and horfes. The diforder 
reached alfo the infantry : many in the front 
were crufned to death by the horfes and cha¬ 
riots. The main body of the Gauls feeing the 
enemy in diforder, did not give them time to 
breathe, butpufhed them with great vigour, 
Decius at this moment, not being able to 
flop the flight of his troops, addrefifed himfelf 
to his father, and invoking him by his name: 
Wherefore , cried he, fhould I ref life myfelf any 
longer to my dejliry ? It is the fate of our fa¬ 
mily to facrifice tkcmfelves voluntarily to expiate 
the vs rath of the Gods , and to avert the mis¬ 
fortunes of the public. I go this infant to de* 
vote mxfelf and the legions of the enemy as vic¬ 
tims to the goddefs of the earth and the Dii 
Manes. After having fpoke thus, he ordered 
the Pontiff M. Livius, whom he had caufed to 
follow him in the battle, to repeat the words 
before him, by which he was to devote him- 
felf with the legions of the enemy in favour of 
the Roman People. Accordingly he devoted 
himfelf without lofing a moment’s time, in the 
fame terms, and habit, as his father had ufed in 
the war ag-ainfl the Latines at the battle of Ve- 
feris. He added, after having repeated the 
form prefcribed, 48 That he caufed terror, flight, 
48 murther, flaughter, and the wrath of the 
iC gods of heaven and hell to march before 
him : That he was going to‘charge with fa- 
46 tal imprecations the enfigns, darts, and arms 
“ of the enemy; and that the fame place 
“ flaould be witnefs of his death, and of the' 
84 deftruftionof the Gauls and Samnites.” Hav¬ 
ing uttered thefe execrations againfl: himfelf and 
the enemy, he fputred his horfe into the thickeft 
of the Gauls, and in the midft of a fhower of 

darts 
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darts was foon mortally wounded, and fell A * K - * ? 
dead. Ant 9; 

After this, fays Livy, the battle was conti¬ 
nued in a manner that had nothing human in 
it. The Romans, after having loft their gene¬ 
ral, an accident which generally puts an army 
into confternation, flopp’d fhort in their flight, 
and breathed nothing but battle. The Gauls 
on the contrary, who furrounded the ConfuFs 
body, feemed ftupified and out of their fenfes, 
and difcharged their darts ineffectually and 
without vigour. Some remained even without 
motion, and without thoughts either of fight¬ 
ing or flying. On the other fide the Pontiff 
Livius, to whom Decius had given his Littors, 
and whom he had appointed Pro-pnetor, cried 
out, a That the Romans had conquered : that 
“ the death of the Conful had appeafed the 
“ wrath of heaven. That the Gauls and Sam- 
“ nites appertained now to the goddefs of the 
“ Earth and the Dii Manes. That Decius 
“ drew after him, and fummoned the army he 
“ had devoted, in devoting himfelf: and that 
u the Furies and Terror drove before them, and 
confounded, all their troops. 

It is no wonder, that the imagination heated 
by the fight of a Conful who devotes himfelf 
to death, by the folemn and hideous ceremonies 
ufed on that occafion, by the terrible execrati¬ 
ons that a prieft drefs’d in pontifical habits utters 
with a loud voice againft the enemy in the pre¬ 
fence of the army, and by the refpeft natural 
to all men for Religion and the Divinity, fliould 
make extraordinary impreffions upon the minds 
of foldiers, and change them on a fudden into 
other men. 

Whilft they were re-inflating the battle with 
inconceivable ardor, they were joined by L. 
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Cornelius Scipio and C. Marcius, whom the 
Confui Fabius had lent from the rear with the 
b^dy of referve to the aid of his collegue. On 
their arrival they were informed of the death of 
Decius: which was a potent incentive to them 
not to (pare themfelves. The Gauls keeping 
very dole order, and continuing covered with 
their bucklers, it was not eafy to combat man 
to mar,, nor to come to blows with them : 
The Romans therefore, by order of the lieu¬ 
tenants, gathered the javelins chat lay upon the 
ground between the two armies, difeharged 
them vigoroufly againft the Gauls, penetrated 
through their (Fields to their bodies, broke that 
kind of tortoife, and threw down that bread- 
work with which the enemy oppofed their at¬ 
tack, fo that moil of them in a kind of amaze¬ 
ment, without fo much as having received a 
wound, feli to the ground. Such was the fate 
of the left wing. 

We have already faid that Fabius, on the 
right wing, had at firft fpun out the battle, 
in order to exhauit the enemy’s courage, and 
fpend their fire in thofe nr ft efforts. When 
he perceived that neither their cries, the darts 
they difeharged, nor their general attack, had 
the fame force as at firft, he ordered the officers 
cf the cavalry to make their fquadrons file off 
Tong the two wings of the Samnites, and to 
hold rneav.eives in.readinefs to attack them in 
the banks with their utmoft vigour the mo¬ 
ment he gave the fignal. He then made his 
troops infen fibly advance againft the main body 
of the enemy in order to put them into difor- 
der. When he faw that they made but a faint 
refinance, and that they were exhaufted with 
fatigue, drawing together all the referved troops 
*'hom he. had fpared for this occafion, he 

made 
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made his legions move, and gave his cavalry a 
the fignal tor attacking the enemy. The A 
Samnites could not fuftain fo rude a charge, 
and leaving the Gauls in the midft of the dan¬ 
ger, fled precipitately to their camp. 

The Gauls however having made a tortoife 
by joining their bucklers, kept clofe to each 
other. Fabius, who at that time was informed 
of his collegue’s death, detacched a body of 
about five hundred Campanian borfe, with or¬ 
ders to attack the Gauls in the rear. He made the 
Princioes of the third legion follow them, and 
ordered them as foon as the horfe had put the 

enemy into diforder, to charge them vigoroufly, 
and to give them no quarter. After having 
vowed a temple to Jupiter the Victor, and the 
lpoils he lhould take, he advanced to the camp 
of the Samnites, the whole multitude of whom 
was retiring thither in diforder. There in the 
intrenchments themlelves, thofc whom the too 
great croud prevented from entering the camp, 
of which the gates were too narrow to receive 
them all at a time, endeavoured to fight. Gel- 
lius Egnatius, the general of the Samnites, was 
killed there, The Samnites were afterwards 
driven into the works. The camp was taken 
without difficulty, and the Gauls furrounded on 
all Tides. Twenty five thoufand men were kil¬ 
led, and eight thoufand taken that day. The 
vidtory alfo coft the Romans a great deal of blood: 
For of Decius’s army leven thoufand fell, and of 
Fabius’s twelve hundred. Whilft fearch was 
making by the latter’s order for his collegue’s 
body, he burnt the fpoils of the enemy, which 
he caufed to be piled up in heaps, in honour of 
Jupiter the Vidtor. The Con ful’s body could 
not be found that day, becaufe covered with 
thofe of the Gauls: but it was found the next,' 
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***c. 45,# and brought with great mourning of the whola 

army to the camp. At length all other cares 
being at an end, Fabius celebrated his funeral 
with all poflible magnificence, and rendered 
the juft homage of praife to his extraordinary 
merit, and great qualities. 

The H'trv- At the fame time, the arms of Cn. Fulvius 

~- 7 / rJ are } the Proprietor, were alfo fuccefsful in Hetruria. 

7 Befides the confiderable ravages by which he had 
^ * ruined the whole country of the enemy, he 

gained a viftory, in which above three thoufand 
inhabitants of Perufia and Clufium were killed, 
and twenty enfigns taken. The Samnites fly¬ 
ing through the country of the Peligni, were 
furrounded by an army of thofe people, and of 
five thoufand which they were in number, one 
thouland were killed. 

f riuvtrtsf Fabius leaving Decius’s army in Hetruria, 

Tahiti, returned to Rome with his Legions, and tri¬ 
umphed over the Gauls, Hetrurians, and Sam¬ 
nites. His foldiers who followed him in his 
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triumph celebrated in their military, that is to 
fay, fimple and artlefs fongs, not only Fabius’s 
victory, but at lead as much the glorious death of 
Decius; recalling that of his father which ren¬ 
dered both equally illuftrious, and truly worthy 
of each other. Out of the fpoils taken from 
the enemy fourfeore and two AJfes were diftri- 
buted to each foldier (jEris oftogeni bini . Add, 
nummi hbrala, five affes, which are fomething 
more than i he value of an ounce of filver.) 

Notwithftanding all the defeats I have re¬ 
lated, and in which fome authors make the loft 
of the enemies of the Romans amount ftill high¬ 
er, no peace enfued either with the Samnites 
or the Hetrurians. Thofe two people were 
again defeated *, the firft efpecially, who loft 
above fix teen thoufand men in one battle in the 


country 
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country of the Stellatini. It is not eafy to con- a. 
ceive, how the Samnitcs could fupply numbers Ant 
for fuch great and frequent armies, and how 
their courage was capable of holding out. 
They fuftained the war with the Romans forty 
feven years, almoft without any refpite. 
Not to mention fo many other defeats, and 
only to reckon thofe of the prefent year, 
how many confiderable lofles did they fuftain, 
in the country of the Sentini, Peligni, Tifer- 
num, and in an aftion againft Volumnius ih 
the territory of the Stellatini. They have been 
defeated by four armies and as many Roman 
generals. They loft thegreateft of their cap¬ 
tains, who was killed in a battle. They faw 
the Hetrurians, Umbrians and Gauls, their 
allies undergo the fame fate as themfelves. 
They could fupport themfelves no longer 
either by their own forces, or thofe of ftrangers. 
However they could not prevail upon ihem- 
felves ferioufly and in earneft to renounce the* 
war, though every thing feems to invite, and 
almoft to reduce them to it. Such an obftinate 
perfeverance (hews, that people were fenfiblethey 
were not made for (lavery, and that the love of 
liberty was natural to them, as there (a) is no¬ 
thing they are not ready to undertake to pre- 
ferve or reinftate it, as the word fuccefs is not 
capable of making them lay down their arms, 
and they choofe rather to be conquered than not 
to attempt viftory. 

For the (b) reft, thefe almoft anniverfary 
wars, which did not tire the Samnites, extreme- 

(4). Bello non abftinebant, (£) Quinam fit ille, quern 
adeo ne infeliciter quidem non pigcat ionginquitdtis bel- 
defenfai liber tarn tiedebat, & lorum i'cribendo legendoque, 
vinci quam non tentare vi£b- quae gerentes non fatigave- 
riam, malebam. runt? Liv. 1. io. €,31. 
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A !y difguft both the author who writes the hi- 

Ttorv of them, and the reader, to whofe eves 
j • 

the fame cb ; eds are continually preferred, levy¬ 
ing of troops, ravaging of countries, fieges, 
battles, crivais, ard treaties of peace, followed 
with brv.ch of engagements, and open rup¬ 
tures. I have done all in my power to abridge 
the account ot them, when the facts were nei¬ 
ther neceifary ncr important. 

In the year of which we are fpeaking, 
r\it;iu3 Gorges, the Cor-ful’s fon, cited fome 
Roman ladies accuftd of adultery before the 
People. Th' y were ftr.ed, and the money em¬ 
ployed in erecting a temple to Venus. 

a.: v L. Posrr mius Mecellus. 

M, Atilivs Regulus. 

vr Thefc two Confuls had orders to march into 
: ’■ 1 1 Samnium. Sicknefs kept Poftumius fome time 
; r C‘/,at Rome: the other fet out immediately, and 
r-arL ?. loon arrived in view of the enemy. The latter 

Ln. •. ic. taking the advantage of a thick fog, ventured 
c to attack his camp, and took part of it, but 

were icon beat out again. They however kept 
it dole fhut up, and were only reduced to retire 
•entirely by the arrival of the other Conful. 
Having ioined their troops, the Roman gene¬ 
rals took lcveral towns, moft of which had been 
before abandoned by the inhabitants. 

Anlius marched to the aid of Luceria, at¬ 
tacked by the Samnites. The latter advanced 

* 

to meet him, and a battle enlued. The event 
was doubtlnl, but moft heavy upon the Ro¬ 
mans, who retired entirely difeouraged •, fo that 
if the enemy had purfued them to their camp, 
they had made themfelves mailers of it without 
g.ifriufy. It was expected, that they would 

have 
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have attacked it the next morning, and the A - K - 4 2, 
trembling foldiers parted the night in cruel an* AI "' '‘ 94 ‘ 
xiety. Happily the Samnites were in no great¬ 
er certainty than themfelves and fee out rhe 
next day in order to retire. But their route lay 
near the camp of the Romans, who believed they 
were coming to attack them. The alarm was 
excellive. The Conful endeavoured to encou¬ 


rage his foldiers, employing the moft affecting 
motives, honour, ftiame, fear, hope, and de¬ 
claring that he had rather die in the mid ft of 
the enemy, than fuffer himfelf to be btfieged 
in his camp. He had abundance of difficulty 
to make them march out of it. The Samnites 


trembled on their fide, when they fawthem quit 
their camp, and believed they were coming to 
difputethe paiTage with them, which they had 
exceedingly apprehended. When the two ar¬ 
mies faced each other, they continued feme time 
gazing in fufpcnfe, without making any move¬ 
ment, becaufe neither had courage to begin the 
battle-, at length they engaged languidly enough 
at fir ft on both Tides. The Samnites however 


pufhed the Romans with vigour foon afer, and 
put them to flight. The Conful advanced full 
fpeed in defpair to the gate of the camp, where 
he ported a fmall body of horfe, with orders 
to treat all that approached the intrenchments, 
Romans or Samnites, as enemies ; which they 
did. It was neceflary in eonfequei.ee to face 
about. At the fame time the Ccnlul, holding 
up his hands to Heaven, vowed a temple to Ju¬ 
piter Stator, if he flopp’d the flight of lus troops. 
Religion had great weight with the Romans. 
Their force revived with their courage. The 
fight was renewed, and continued vcryobftinaie 
and bloody. The Samnites had four thou land 
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eight hundred men killed, and feven thoufand 
three hundred taken, who were all made to pais 
under the yoke. Thevidtory coft the Romans 
dear. They loft feven thoufand three hundred 
men in both days. 

Whilit this palled in Apulia, another body 
of Samnites had attacked Imeramna, a Roman 
colony on the Latine Way. Not being able to 
take the place, they carried off a great booty. 
The Conful, on their return, met them, and 
took from them all their fpoils, after having 
entirely defeated them. He was recalled to 
Rome, to prefide at the election of magiftrates 
tor the year following. 

The other Coniul had entered Hetruria 

wirh his army, and had very good fuccefs there. 
He ravage.! the country of the Volfinians, 
and made himfelf matter of Rufella, where 
he killed aimcft two thoufand of the citizens 
round the walls, and made two thoufand pri- 
foners. But what was frill more glorious for 
aim, and more advantagious to the common¬ 
wealth, three of the mod powerful cities ofHe- 
truria, Vollinii, Perufia, and Arretium, de¬ 
manded to treat of peace. Having agreed with 
the Conful to furnifh the army with habits and 
corn, they had permiflion to fend deputies to 
Rome, and obtained a truce of forty years. Each 
of thefe cities were condemned for the prefent 
to pay the Roman people five hundred thoufand 
ajjci ,that is to fay, about twelve hundred and fifty 
pounds fterling. The Senate refufed the Con- 
iul a triumph, as they had his collegue before. 
By the favour of the People, he triumphed not- 
withftanding the Senate’s oppofition. 
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This year prefents us an illuftrious'Cooful, 
Papirius Curfor, who by his own glory fuftained 
that he had inherited from his father. We 
fee a confiderable war with the Samnites in it, and tm$ <f 
the greateft viftory hitherto gained over them, n ™ r 
except that of Papirius, the Con ful’s father. ^' x * 3 
Every thing refembled each other in thefe two 
wars: the extraordinary efforts and preparations 
employed in them ; the fplendor of arms j the 
terrible ceremonies ufed for rendering, the 
gods propitious, and initiating in fome meafure 
the foldiers by an oath of ancient form j and 
laftly, the levies made univerfally throughout 
the whole extent of Samnium under that form, 
which devoted to Jupiter, and loaded with 
curfes, all fuch amongft the youth, as fhould 
not prefent themfelves for the fervice on the 
general’s order, or fhould retire from it with¬ 
out his permiffion. 

The rendezvous of the army was fixed at 

Aquilonia. All the troops repaired thither at - 
the time, and amounted to forty thoufand men. 

They were the flower of the forces of Samnium. 

There in the mid ft of the camp an enclofurc, 
two hundred feet fquare of hurdles and planks 
covered with linnen was made. Within this 
enclofure a facrifice was offered according to 
ceremonies prefcribed in an ancient linnen book. 

The perfon who offered it was a prieft, named 
Ovius Paccius, of great age, who affirmed, 
that he had extracted the rites of this facrifice 
from the moft ancient monuments of the reli¬ 
gion of the Samnites, of which their anceftors 
had made ufe, when they formed the fecret re- 

folution 
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- fokition of taking Capua from the Hecrurians. 

' The UcriSce being over, the general lent an 
officer for tne mo if confiderable of die nation. 
They were introduced fe para tel y one by one. 
Defines the other circualliances that attend¬ 
ed this ceremony, which was wonderfully pro¬ 
per to fill the mind with religious awe, there 
were in the mid ft ol this invlofure covered on 
a! 1 fifes, altars Unrounded with victims, which 
had been killed there, and centuriuns with their 
drawn fwords in their hands. The fold iter was 
made n approach the altar more like a victim 
him fell, than one who was to aiTift at the fa- 
cred fire, and to take an oath, that he would 
ckclare nothing of what he Ihould fee or hear 
in that pla-.e. He was afterwards made to re¬ 
peat by way of oath a form of execration againfl 
his own head and perfon, his family and all 
his race, if he either lied from batde himfeif, 
or did not immediately kill whomfhever he 
fimuld fee f >'. As fume at fir It refilled to take 
th.s oath, they were butchered that moment 
around tne altar, lluy were afterwards laid in 
enc miJfi oi the bioociy victims, and ferved as 
a terrible leiYbn to others not to make the fame 

rctufJ. When the principal Samnites had paf- 
fed through this ceremony, ar.d pronounced 
theU executions, the general nominated ten, 
each of v»ncm he ordered to choofe out of the 
troops one of the brave ft men they knew : 
thole were ordered to do the fame, and fo on 
till the number of fix teen thoufand were corn- 
pleated. This body of troops was called The 
Linr.en Legion , from the linnen with which the 
place where they had fworn was covered. Shi¬ 
ning arm cur and helmets adorned with plumes 
were given them, in order to ditlinguifh them 
from all die others. The reft of the army con- 
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Papirius, Carvilius, Confuls. 


283 


filled of fomewhat more than twenty thou- A R - 
fand men, who differed little from thefe A * u ‘ 
either in largenefs of ftature, exterior equipage, 
or reputation for bravery. Such was the army 
encamped at Aquilonia. 

The Confuls on their fide had entered Sam - 11 

/’ * /• 

nium and had already taken fome * cities there, 
whilft the enemy were employed in thefegloomy 
and horrid ceremonies. After having ravaged Pf' [nr ins 
the country, they flopp’d, Carvilius at Comini -fa' tsa f a ~ 
um, and Papirius at Aquilonia, where lay the 


mom r>at- 


weight of the war. 


lie n> ar 

After having reded fome 


uilonia. 


days, and taken all his meafures, Papirius fent*« 
a courier to his collegue, who was twenty miles t}?f Samm 

J HltiS OY£ 

from thence, to let him know, that he was re- eut t0 
folved to give battle the next day, if the aufpices 
were favourable; that it was therefore neceffa- 
ry for him to prefs the fiege of Cominium more 
clofely than ever, that the Samnites might have 
no room to fend aid to Aquilonia. As foon as 
the courier fet out, the Conful called the af- 
fembly, to prepare the foldiers in refpeCt to the 
arms and ornaments of the Samnites. He told 
them, “ That is was not the - plumage floating 
“ on the helmet which made wounds: that the 
Ci Roman javelins could pierce through gilt and 

painted bucklers: that the whitenefs of the 
tunick, when they came to blows, would 
foon be fullied and fpoil’d by the blood flow¬ 
ing from wounds. That formerly a like ar¬ 
my of the Samnites, all glittering with gold 
and filver, had been cut in pieces by his fa¬ 
ther. That their gold and filver had done 
more honour to the victorious enemy, whofe 
prey they became, than to the Samnites, in 
whofe hands, they proved ineffectual arms. 
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■ cC That it denied the privilege of his name and 

“ family to furnifh genera’s againft the extraor- 

44 dinary eiiorts of that people, and to take 

“ from them i'pc-ils fit to adorn the publick 

places of Rome: That the immortal gods 

“ would not avtmee the treaties fo often de- 

4 * rra-.ded, and fo often violated, by the Sam- 

4V mtes. 'a, That if it were allowable to enter 

* 

“ ir-to the feercts of the gods, he dared pre- 
4 * fume to Jay, that they never were more of- 
44 fended at any army than now with-that of 
<£ theSamnires. which, polluted with the blood 
“ of men and be airs (bed promifeuoufly in an 
44 impious farrifice, doubly, and in whatfoever 
“ manner they (houid act, devoted to the 
juft anger of heaven, and having the gods, 
41 who we;e wicnefils of the treaties con- 
44 eluded with the Romans, to fear on one fide, 
and on the other the imprecations, with 
4 4 which the oath taken in prejudice of thole 
44 treaties had been attended, had fworn againft 
4 ‘ their will, detefted the oath which had been 
44 forced out of their mouths, and were at 
44 once in dread of the gods, their citizens, and 
“ their enemies/' 

Papirius had been informed of all thefe cir- 
cumftances by deferters. After having repeated 
them to the foldiers, who v/ere already of them- 
fclves full of anger againft the Samnites, encou¬ 
raged by all the motives divine and human to 
hope, they raifed an univerfal cry to demand a 


('/] Si qua coriennra men • 
tis divma' hr, i.u ; li unquam 
exercku:, qa;an qai ncfLndo 
facro ir.ifta hominum pecu- 
di/mque ca-de refperfus, an- 
c t ; i:i deum ira.* devotus, 
ii r,c fadcTL.ni cum Romanis 


idtorum tefles deos, hir.c 
jjr injurandi adverfus fade, a 
lulcep.i execrationis horrent, 
in vitas jumverit, oderit facra- 
mentum, uno tempore deos, 
cives, holies metuat. L;%\ 
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battle, and differed it to be deferred till the 
next day with relu&ance. The night feemed 
to them too long and the return of night too 
flow: in their impatience every moment’s de- 
Jay gave them pain. 

At the t;hird watch of the night, that is to 
fay, at midnight, the courier being returned 
with Carvilius’s anfwer, the Conful Papirius 
rofe without noife, and fent to the officers, 
called Pullarii , who kept the chickens, to take 
the aufpices. No kind of perfons in the camp 
were indifferent concerning the battle \ great, 
fmall, all defired it impatiently. This ardour 
had reached even thefe fubakern minilters of 
the aufpices. As the chickens would not eat, 
the officer took upon him to affure the Conful 
that they had ate very greedily. Papirius, in 
the higheft joy, declared publickly, that the 
aufpices were happy, and that the gods would be 
propitious; and at the fame time gave the 
fignal. 

As he was quitting his camp in order to 
give battle, a deferter came and told him, 
that twenty cohorts of the Samnires, each con¬ 
fiding of four hundred men, were fet out for 
Cominium. Papirius, immediately, fent that 
news to his collegue, to prevent his being fur- 
prized. At the fame time he made his troops 
advance, and drew them up in battle. He 
had already difpofed the referved troops, and 
appointed the officers who were to command 
them. He gave the command of the right 
wing to Volumnius, and of the left to L. Sci- 
pio. Gedicius and Trebonius had the command 
of the cavalry. He ordered Sp. Nautius to 
take the mules, after having removed their 
pack faddles, with a certain number of cohorts 
of the allies, and to carry them immediately, 

by 
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a by taking a compafs, to the top of a mountain 

much expofed to view; and afterwards in the 
heat oi the battle, to make them appear, rai¬ 
ling ar the fame time as much dull as poffible, 
Whilft the general was giving thefe orders, 
a difpute arofe, in the hearing of fome of the 
Roman horfe, between the officers who kept the 
facred chickens, concerning the aufpices of that 
day. They did not think this a circumftance 
to be reelected, and acquainted Sp. Papirius, 
the ConiuPs nephew, with it. (a) The young 
Roman, born in an age when the dangerous 


philofophy which teaches to contemn the gods 

was unknown, informed himfelf exactly in the 

fact, and reported it to his uncle. The Conful, 

after having heard him, faid : I commend your 

feruguious zeal. But if be who took the aufpices , 

has green me any falfe account , it is himfelf alone 

who is to ar. facer for it. As for me, 1 adhere to 

what he told me, zvhicb is the moft favourable omen 

for the Reman uo:le and arm v. He afterwards or- 
* . * ' 

dered the Centurions to port thofe keepers of the 
ervektrs in the front of the army. The Sam¬ 
mies made their enfigns alfo advance, followed 
by their troops armed and adorned in a manner 
that made a magnificent fhew, even to their 
enemies, to whom it muft naturally have been 
terrible. Before the ufual cries were railed, and 
the armies came to blows, the keeper of the 
chickens received a wound from a javelin, 
thrown by chance according to Livy, or more 
probably by the Conful’s order, that laid him 
dead upon the earth. When that news was told 
the Conful: It is well, cried he ; the Gods mani - 
fed tbemfehes *, the criminal is pur,ifed. Whilft 
he was Ipeaking, a raven croaked over againft 


(u, J uvea is ante dourinam ceos lpernentem natus. 


him, 



Papirihs, Carvilius, Confuls. 287 

him. The Conful, tranfported with joy upon ^ 

that omen, and affirming that the gods had 

never interfered more evidently in human affairs, 

caufed the fignal to be given, and the ufual cries 

to be raffed, Who does not perceive that part 

of this account is mere invention, an d fitter for 

■ 

the ftage than the gravity of hiftory ? 

The battle enfued and was extremely obftinate: 
but the difpofition of the two armies was very 
different. Hope, courage, rage, and the de¬ 
fire of revenge, urged on the Romans to battle, 
thirfting for the blood of the enemy. The 
Samnites, moft of them, were forced by necef- 
fity, and a miftaken motive of religion, rather 
to defend themfelves againft their will, than to 
attack. Accuftomed as they had fo long been 
to defeats, they probably would not have fuf- 
tained the firft cries and charge of the Romans, 
if a ftronger fear with which they were poffeffed, 
had not prevented them from flying. They 
had before their eyes the dreadful folemnity of 
that fecret facrifice, prieffs armed with daggers, 
the dead bodies of men and beafts promifcuoufly 
mingled and confounded together, altars covered 
with impure blood, and thofe infernal forms, 
which they had been made to pronounce againft 
themfelves, their neareft kindred and whole fa¬ 
milies. Thefe were the ties that kept them from 
flying. They were more afraid of their own 
citizens than the enemy. The Romans prefftd 
them on all Tides at once, the right, the left 
wing, and main body, and finding them in 3 
kind of amazement and ftupefaction, occafi- 
oned by a dread that did not leave them in their 
natural fituation of mind, they made a great 
flaughter of them without finding much refin¬ 
ance. 


The 
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a. r 4 '9* The firft line was almcfl: entirely defeated, 

A duC- 233. / 7 

when fuddenly a great duft was perceived on 
one fide of them, which feemed to be raifed by 
the march of a numerous army. This was the 
execution of the orders Papirius had given Sp. 
'Nautius. The fervants of the army mounted 
upon the mules, dragged great branches of trees 
along the ground. As they were feen only at a 
great diftance through a gloomy and confufed 
light, many imagined that they faw arms and 
enfigns: and the duft continuing to rife, and in- 
creating perpetually, they perfuaded themfelves 
• that it was occafioned by cavalry drawing up in 
battle. Not only the Samnites believed that 
new troops were arrived againft them, the Ro¬ 
mans were alfo deceived in that refpeft; and 
the Conful confirmed them in their error, cry¬ 
ing out at the head of their troops fo as to be 
heard by the enemy: Thit Cominium was ta¬ 
ken : that his collegue was coming to join him, 
and that they fhould ufe their utmoft endeavours 
to defeat the enemy, before another army de¬ 
prived them of the honour of the victory. He 
was on horfeback when he fpoke thefe words*, 
and immediately after ordered the Centurions 
and Tribunes to open paffages for the horfe. 
He had before directed Trebonius and Caedicius 
to charge the enemy as vigorouily as poflible 
with the cavalry, afloon as they faw him lift up 
his fpear, and move it to and fro with the point 
upwards. Every thing was executed at the mo¬ 
ment, and in the manner preferibed. Paffages 
were opened through the ranks of the infantry*, 
the horfe rode through them upon the fpur, 
charged the main body with their iances, and 
broke them wherever they turned. Volumnius 
and Scipio feconded and fuftained them with 
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their infantry, and put them into diforder uni- 
verfally. The flight then became general. 
The engagements they had taken, facrifices, 
oaths, and imprecations, were forgotten. The 
Gods were confidered no longer ; and nothing 
feared but the enemy. 

What remained of their infantry after the 
battle, was driven to their camp near Aquilonia. 
The nobility and cavalry retired to Bovianum. 
The camp was prefently taken by Volumnius. 
Scipio found more difficulty at the city Aquilo¬ 
nia ; not that the enemy had more courage there, 
but becaufe walls were a better defence than the 
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intrenchments of a camp. He at laft took it 
by fcaling them: but as the night came on, he 
kept his troops quiet. The enemy abandoned 
the place in the night In this battle more 
than thirty thoufand men were killed, and 
near four thoufand taken, with ninety.feven en- 


figns. 

The fiege of Cominium was no lefs fuccefsful. The city of 
The Conful Carvilius was attacking the place 
with vigor, when he received the news from his " a ' tn ' 
collegue of the twenty cohorts marching to the 
relief of it. He immediately detached a confi- 
derable body of troops, with orders to march 
againft thofe fuccours, and to prevent them, at 
any price whatfoever, from approaching Comi- 
nium. In the mean time he made extraordinary 
efforts in affaulting the place. The walls were 
fcaled, the gates broke down. The befieged, in 
defpair, retired in a body to the Forum, and 
after a fhort and weak defence laid down their 


arms, and furrendered at difcretion to the Con- 
ful' to the number of fifteen thoufand: above 
lour thoufand had been killed during the fiege. ‘ 
Thus ended on one fide the battle of Aquilo¬ 
nia, and on the other the ftege of Cominium. 

'Vox, III. U H 
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In the country between thofe two places, where 
it was expected there would have been an 
aftion between the Roman detachment and the 
fuccours, they did not meet each other. When 
the latter were within feven miles of Cominium, 
they were countermanded, and returned diredlly. 
It was almoft dark night when they arrived 
near the camp and Aquilonia, The cries which 
they heard from both the one and the other, 
made them halt at firft : and the flames which 
they faw foon after in the camp which the Ro¬ 
mans had let on fire, affured them of its fate. 
They went no farther, and palled the reft of the 
night upon the ground in their arms in fad ex¬ 
pectation of the day. A (Toon as it began to 
appear, as the Romans had got fight of them, 
they immediately fled, fo that a detachment of 
infantry fent in purfuit of them could not come 
up with them. Only about three hundred in the 
rear were killed by the cavalry. The reft with¬ 
out any farther lofs arrived at Bovianum. Be- 
fides abundance of arms thrown away in their 
terror, they loft eighteen of their enfigns. 

The joy of each of the two armies for their 
own victory was much augmented by the equally 
good fuccefs of the other. The Confuls in con- 

Cj 

cert abandoned the two cities they had taken to 
the foldiers, and after they had turned the peo¬ 
ple out of the houfes, they caufed them to be 
fet on fire. Thus Aquilonia and Cominium 
were entirely deftroyed in one and the fame day. 
They afterwards united their camps, and in the 
fight of both armies praifed and rewarded the 
officers, foldiers, and even whole bodies of 

troops, who had diftinguiftied themfelves in a 
particular manner. They afterwards held a 
council, ic knov/ whether they fhould march 
off both, or only one of the armies from Sam- 

niura. 
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mum. They made a third choice, which was 459* 
to leave both there, in order to terminate the /n ’ ' 293 ‘ 
war abfolutely on that fide, and deliver Samni- 
um to the Confuls their fucceffors entirely con¬ 
quered and fubjecled. As the enemy had now 
no army to keep the field and fight battles, they 
conceived, that the befi: method to carry on the 
war, was to attack towns * a certain means both 
to enrich the foldiers by the fpoils they fhould 
find in them, and to compleat the deftradtion of 
the Samnites, who would be obliged to fight for 
their altars and houftio'ld-gods. Accordingly 
the Confuls, after having given the Senate and 
People of Rome an account of all they had done 
hitherto, and of the choice they had made, di¬ 
vided and led their legions, Papirius to Sepi- 
num, and Carvilius to Volana. 

The Confuls letters, which were read in the Gre.itjo 

+ i'i 
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Senate and the affembly of the people, occafi- a * “t™;. 
oned univerfal joy, and public prayers and fo- Vl 
lemn thankfgivings were decreed for four days. i<ii-:eJo-vtr 
This news was the more grateful, as advice t}( 


'loJ. Car- 


came at the fame time that the Hetrurians had \^ij ctrUm 
revolted. The war with Samnium, in which 
they faw Rome entirely engroffed, and whither 
fhe had fent both the Confuls with all her forces, 
had given them opportunity to relume their 
arms. In confequence, people reprefented to tUm. 
themfelves the danger, to which the war with 
Pletruria would have expofed Rome, if that of 
Samnium had been unfuccefsful, and they had 
fuftained any Ioffes there. The deputies of the 
allies, fent by the Praetor M. Atilius, com¬ 
plained that their country was burnt and de¬ 
stroyed by the Hetrurians in their neighbour¬ 
hood, becaufe they would not quit the party of 
the Romans, and demanded in the Itrongeft 

U % terms 
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* terms that they might be fecured againft the in- 
’ fults and emerprizes of thofe common enemies. 
The deputies were anfwered, “ That the Se- 
“ nate would make provifion, that the allies 
tC (hould not fufer for their faithful attachment 
C4 to the-Roman people. That the Hetrurians 
“ affoon as poffible (hould have the fame fate 
ct as the Samnites. 55 

No hade however had been made to fend 
them fuccours, if advice had not come, that the 
Falifci, ancient friends of the Roman people, 
had joined the Hetrurians. The proximity of 
that people gave the Senate fome difquiet, and 
induced them to fend heralds to the Falifci with 
their complaints. Upon their refufal to make 
fatisfadtion, war was declared againft them in 
form, and the Confuls had orders to draw lots, 
which of them ftiould march from Samnium in¬ 
to Hetruria with his army. 

Carvilius had already taken in a very few days 
Volana, Palumbinum, and Herculaneum, from 
the Samnites, and about ten thoufand men had 
been killed and made prifoners in attacking 
thofe three places. Chance gave him the com- 
miffion to march into Hetruria. His troops 
were very glad of it, becaufe they began alrea¬ 
dy to fuller exceedingly from the cold in Samni- 
tim. Papirius found more refiftance at Sepi- 
num, but at length he carried the place. In 
this fiege, and the afrions with which it was at¬ 
tended, more than feven thoufand men were 
killed, and almoft three thoufand taken pri¬ 
foners. All the fpoils were granted to the 
foldiers, which'were very confiderable becaufe 
the Samnites had laid up their beft effe&s in a 
ftnall number of places, which they believed 
moft capable of refilling the enemy’s attacks. 

The 
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The whole country was already covered with A - Ri 4<9* 
fnow, and the army could keep the field no 
longer: the Conful therefore withdrew his troops >enr»s m 
from Samnium. He entered Rome in triumph, a7hi 
followed by the foldiers with all the military 
gifts, crowns, and marks of honour, with which u-^h. 
he had rewarded their bravery. Every body 
was particularly attentive to the fpoils of the. 
Samnites, and compared them for fplendor and 
beauty with thofe the viftor’s father had former¬ 
ly taken from the fame people ; which were ve¬ 
ry well known, becaufe moft of the public pla¬ 
ces of Rome were adorned ’with them. Some 
confiderable prifoners were led in this triumph, 
well known for their own exploits, and thole of 
their fathers. The copper money, which was 
expofed in the proceflion to the view of the 
public, according to Livy, amounted to fuch 
immenfe fums, as gives reafon to believe that 
there is an error in the text. This money is 
faid to have arofe from the fale of prifoners. 

The filver, which had been taken in the cities, 
amounted to one thoufand three hundred and 
thirty pounds weight. The whole was carried 
into the treafury * and no part of it given the 
foldiers: which highly offended the people, be¬ 
caufe the ufual tax for the payment of the army 
was levied upon them : whereas, if the Conful 
had not had the vanity to difplay the fums in¬ 
tended for the treafury in his triumph, the fol¬ 
diers might have been rewarded with part of 
them, and the reft been applied in dif- 
charging the arrears due to them. The Con¬ 
ful Papirius .dedicated the temple of Quirinus, 
which his father, during his Diftatorlhip, had 
vowed to that God *, and he adorned it with the 
fpoils of the enemy, which were fo abundant, 
that befides what were placed in that temple and 

U 3 the 
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the Forum, part of them were given to the 
neighbouring colonies and allies, to adorn their 
temples and public places. When the triumph 
was over, Papinus put his army into winter- 
quarters in the territory of Vefcia, becaufe that 
country was expokd to the incurfions of the 
Sam n ires. 

During the interval of which I am now fpeak- 
ing, Carvilius took Troilium, and fome other 
ftrong places in Hetruria. The Falifci de¬ 
manded peace • but had only a truce for a year 
' granted them, for which they were made to give 
an hundred thoufand ajjes, and the pay of the 
troops for that campaign. At his return to 
Rome, he received the honour of a triumph. 
The fum which he caufed to be carried into the 
public treafury amounted to three hundred and 
ninety thoufand affss. For the reft, he caufed a 
•temple to be buift to Fortune ; and diftributed 
to each ioldier out of the fpoils an hundred and 
two and twice as much to the Centurians 
and cavalry: a liberality which gave them the 
more pleafure, as his collegue had been very 
dole in that refpeeb to his foldiers. 

This year the Cenfus was compleated by the 
Cenfors P. Cornelius Arvina, and C. Marcius 
Rutilus. The number of the citizens amounted 
to two hundred and fixty-two thoufand three 
hundred and twenty-two. This was the nine¬ 
teenth uijlruw from the inftitution of the Cen- 

iorihio. 

* 1 

The fame year the cuflom was firft introdu¬ 
ced for the citizens to wear crowns on their 
heads at the Games and Shews, to exprefs their 
joy and triumph for the victories gained over 

the enemy. 

* 

Pnp;r:us prefided in the aflemblies for the 
election ot Confuls. Q. Fabius Gurges, the 

fon 
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on of Fabius Maximus, was elected with D. 
Junius Brutus Screva. 

The plague, which raged both in the city 
and country, foon made all the fucceffes of this 
year be forgotten. The books of the Sibyls were 
confulted, to know what remedy there was for 
it j and in them it was found that it was necef- 
fary to bring the God /Efculapius from Epidau- 
rus to Rome : which could not be executed this 
year, becaufe the two Confuls were employed 
in the field. They contented themfelves there¬ 
fore with appointing a day for folemn prayers 
to implore the prote&ion of that God. 

The firft decade of Livy ends here, that is to 
fay, the tenth book of his hiftory. The whole 
work confided of an hundred and forty or an 
hundred and forty-two books. Only thirty of 
them are come down to us, and of them the laft 
are not perfeft. The lofs of them cannot be 
fufficiently regretted, and in all appearance, will 
never be retrieved. Freinfhemius, an illuftrious 
German, has with infinite pains and wonderful 
difeernment colle&ed all that is difperfed in an¬ 
cient authors, as well Greek as Latin, concern¬ 
ing the parts of the Roman hiftory, which are 
no longer extant in Livy, and has filled up al- 
moft all the * void places, and thereby, as far 
as was poffible, reftored what we have loft of 
him. The reader may confult the little I have 
faid on this fupplement and its author in the 
Ancient Hiftory, where I fpeak.of Livy. He 
will fpare me much trouble, in pointing out to 
me the places, from which I may extraft what 
is wanting in this excellent hiftorian, and often 
in fupplying me with materials ready prepared. 



He has not filled up the 'void places in the five left hooks. 
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As the paffagesof the authors which he cites are 
fometimes very fhort, and for that reafon in 
great number, to avoid the confufion which fuch 
frequent citations might occafion, I fhall often 
quote only Freinlhemius, where the reader may 
find them referred to. The fecond decade of 
Livy (fo ten books together are called) is of the 
number of thofe which are loft. It included 
the fpaceof feventy-three years, from the 460th 
to the 533d year of Rome. 


SECT. 
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SECT. II. 



The Samnites take arms again , and defeat the ar¬ 
my of Fabius Gurges. He is accufed. His fa¬ 
ther obtains his fardon , and goes to ferve under 
him as his lieutenant. 'The Romans gamed a fa¬ 
mous victory. L. Poftumius being Inter-rex , 
caufes himfelf to be elected Conful. The plague 
continues to rage at Rome , A ferpent is brought 
from Epidaurus , which is faid to be Mfculapius 
under the form of that animal . The Dijlemper 
ceafes. A temple is ereffed to him in the ijle of 
the Tiber. Difpute between PoJlumius> and 
Fabius Conful the preceding year. Pojlumius 
takes feveral places. Colony of twenty thoufand 

men fettled at Venufia , and in its neighbourhood. 
Fabius triumphs over the Samnites. Poflumius , 
on the expiration of his Confulfhip , is accufed , 
and condemned . The Samnites and Sabines are 
reduced to afk peace . Three new colonies. 

Judges of criminal affairs inftituted. Cenfus. 
Fabius , Prince of the Senate. Domeftic diffen- 
/ions concerning debts. Laws faffed in favour 
of the People. War with the Volfnians and 
Lucanians. 


Q. Fabius Gurges, 

D. Junius Brutus Sc^va. 
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T H E Samnites had been defeated and cut ^ 

to pieces fo many times, their Ioffes had and 
been fo very great, efpecially the laft campaign, a 


eat 


and they were reduced to fo weak a condition, ^ 
that there was no appearance that they ftiould f a ^ USt 
have any thoughts of taking arms again, at leaft Freinfh, 
fo foon, after fuch a feries of bad fuccefs. But l 
the repeated defeats they had fuftained, far from zonaras, 

abating Vol II ’ 
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abating their courage through fear, ferved only 
to kindle in them, through a kind of defpair, 
the defire of avenging themfelves upon a peo¬ 
ple, who had made them fuffer fo many evils, 
and againfl whom they had conceived an hatred 
which rofe to rage and fury. Papirius had 
fcarce withdrawn his army from Samnium in 
order to its entering Rome in triumph with 
him, than they made new and more numerous 
levies than their pail and ft ill recent diiafter 
teemed to admit. The news of the plague, 
which made great ravages in the city of Rome 
and all around it, and the little reputation and 
experience of the Confuls lately elected, filled 
the Samnites with a blind conridence and rafh 
bcidnefs, which fuggefted nothing to them but 
victories and triumphs. They began by rava¬ 
ging die lands of the Campanians, whom they 
conlidercd as the firft authors of their misfor¬ 
tunes. 

Rome did not leave iis allies without aid and 

defence. The Conful Fabius was charged with 

this war. He fee out with the legions, full of 
the ardor and courage with which his name and 
the glory of his father infpired him, and at the 
fame time with no lefs contempt and indignation 
for an enemy fo often defeated, and always rea- 
dv to revolt. affured himfclf, that with the 
lead vigour againfl an enemy weakened to the 
degree the Samnites were, it was eafy to reduce 
them for ever, and was in hopes of terminating 
a war for good and all, and that without diffi¬ 
culty, which had fo long employed the Roman 
arms. He arrived in Campania with thefe 
thoughts, and advanced towards the camp of 
the Samnites with the utmoft expedition. Their 
general had detached a party to take a view of 
the enemy. Affoon as the Romans appeared. 



I 


Fab ius, Brutus, Confuls. 

the detachment retired. Fabius believed it the 
whole army flying before him; and as if nothing 
was wanting to victory but difpatch, he advan¬ 
ced in diforder as he was, without giving his 

troops time to refpire, taking a view of the 
country or any other precaution, and gave the 
fignal of battle. The general of the Samnites 
had afted like a true Roman. He had pofted 
himfelf very advantageoufly, had drawn up his 
troops in battle at his leifure, and had exhorted 
them to fhew themfelves men of courage by the 
moft powerful arguments. The fuccefs of the 
battle was fuch as might be expected. The 
Samnites, who were quite frcfli, and waited the 
coming up of the enemy, repulfed and broke 
the Romans with eafe, who, already fatigued by 
a long march, had ran eagerly on, in expecta¬ 
tion rather to plunder, than of a battle. Three 
thoufand Romans were left upon the fpot, and 
a much greater number wounded. Only the 
night, which came on very happily for them, 
faved the reft of the army, and prevented it 
from being entirely cut to pieces. They retired 
to a more favourable poft, with intent to fortify 
themfelves in it. 

They found themfeves in the moft unhappy 
and deplorable fuuation imaginable, without 
provifions for the troops, remedies for the fick 
and wounded, or any means for repofing them¬ 
felves, of which they were in fo much want. 
The baggage had been left in the firft camp 
which they had abandoned, the foldiers having 
brought away with them only their arms. They 
were in want of every thing, and of nothing fo 
much as courage. The night pafied amidft the 
groans of the dying, and the complaints of thofe 
who furvived them, all expecting with terror 

and defpair the return of day, which they be¬ 
lieved 
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lievea would be the laft of their lives. And in¬ 
deed, weakened as they were by a confiderable 
lofs, and overwhelmed befides with fatigues, 
wounds, grief, anddefpair, they could not expeft 
to be able to refift enemies, whofe force and cou¬ 
rage victory had undoubtedly much augmented. 
In this condition, wherein every thing was de- 
i per ate, they were indebted to theSamnites them- 
felves for their fafety, whofe midake extricated 
them out of the extremity to which they were 
reduced. They believed, with what foundation 
is not faid, that the army of the other Conful 

w 

was at hand-, and through fear of being taken 

in the rear by troops newly arrived, if they (laid 
to attack Fabius’s camp, they retired contented 
with the good fuccefs they had already had. 

Thefe very fucceffes and advantages, gained 
from time to time by the Samnites, became the 
fource of their misfortunes, and after the mod 
bloody defeats, (till put their arms into their 
hands, in hopes at length of prevailing over the 
the Romans in fome fenfe, if I may be allowed 
to ufe the comparifon, like men poffefTed with 
the love of Play, whom notwithdanding conti¬ 
nual bad fuccefs, the dualled gain gives hopes 
of retrieving all their pad Ioffes by fome happy 
run of the dice in their favour. 

Whillt the Samnites gave themfelves up en¬ 
tirely to the joy of fo glorious a viftory, Rome 
was in mourning and affliction. Lefs fenfible 
to all other Ioffes than to that of glory and re¬ 
nown, die faw with grief, that at the inftant, 
when the longed and mod obdinate war the 
Romans ever had, was upon the point of being 
terminated for ever, the raflinefs of the Conful 
had given it new birth, and rendered it more 
vigorous and terrible than it had ever been, by 
falling the Samnites with courage, confidence, 

and 
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and boldnefs. Not only the Tribunes, long a. r. 4 6 o. 
accultomed to take advantages of fuch events for Am ’ c * 29 ** 
irritating the People againft the Patricians, ven¬ 
ted thefe complaints; the Senate itfelf expreffed 
ftill far more violent difcontent. 
and warm deliberations, it was decreed, that 
the Conful Fabius fhould return to Rome on a 
certain day to give an account of his conduft. 

Affoon as he arrived there, a croud of accu- Fab la 
fers declared againft him, and cited him to take accujy. 
his trial before the People. It was not poffible &**/*&** 
either to excufe or conceal his bad conduft in the ! '“T ur 

# Vi*/ U'jhf 

battle. Confideration for his father Fabius, and goes to 
which feemed the only thing that could be of 'J*™eundtr 
fervice to him, turned againft him in the pre- his 
fent conjunfture, and ferved only to aggravate 
his fault. And indeed, for the fon of fo great 
a man, nurtured and educated in the midft of 
his father’s triumphs, not only to fully the glo¬ 
ry of the Roman name, but the laurels of his 
anceftors, by a fhameful defeat, that could be 
only afcribed to his imprudence, was confulered 
as an unpardonable cri.me. 

The People, generally prejudiced to excefs 
againft the Confuls, feemed determined not fo 
much as to hear his defence. But when Fabius 

the father appeared as a fuppliant, the fight of 
that venerable old man, round whom his victo¬ 
ries and triumphs feemed to attend, foon chan¬ 
ged their fentiments, He did not endeavour ei¬ 
ther to excufe his Ton’s conduft, or to leffen his 
fault: but repeating with a modeft air and tone 
the fervices of his anceftors and himfelf, he im¬ 
plored them to fpare a father at his age fo fen- 

fib! e an affront, and one fo much to the difgrace 
of his whole houfe. He added, 14 That he 

however afked only, in favour of the Fabii, 

,£ who almoft from the origin of Rome had not 
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a little contributed by their valour and con- 1 
duct to its greatneis, and in gratitude to the 
tC three hundred Fabii, who had defended the 
“ commonwealth at the price of their blood 
ct and the almoft total extinction of their name, 
41 that they would pardon his fon, if his fault 
“ were without remedy, and it was more ad- 
“ vantageous to the State to punilh than forgive 
him/’ F:r, fiid he, I have long learnt to 
prefer ice inter ah of the public to all other motives , 
and I believe I have given during my whole life 
A: 7 : dent proa's of my difpefilion in that refpeft. 
Xow as to what cancer ns my fon , his faulty I con - 
fefs , is great: but it may prove infinitely ufefiul to 
Lim, as well as to the commonwealth. Though it 
decs r:i be case a rather to profit his fon , I cannot 
rbc\:r faying, teat mine has good qualities . I 
cave endeavoured to cultivate them by my cares , 
cnmfd, end an education worthy of the name he 
tears . The lemcritv natural to his vears , and too 

✓ s * 

much confidence in himfdf , has burned him into 

J * - 

s : 'redrice. Tice fijame to which he is now expo- 

remedy linn. In attaining the maturity 
cf more advanced years , be will leave you nothing 
to apprehend from toe levity of inconfiderate youth . 

. has, I fee m, Homans, to have fore fen this mifi 
f u ture, when I took fo much pains in your affem - 
.’v, to prevent my fen from being elected ConfuL 
At this time I make you a quite different requefi , 

.‘ v d demand the coniuljhiv for him. For it will 

- ^ J ± * 

os creating him Corfu! again, to pardon his fault , 
ami put it into bis Dower to retrieve it. And I 

I ± 

will be fecuriiy for him, that be f/jall retrieve it 


s •- i T ~« 


: v;j dcsc-anicze. 

o 


To this end , I offer myfelf to 
fsrve under him as his lieutenant. I have fill 
fireugtb enough to fuppert tbs fatigues of war , and 
do my duty in a battle. The remembrance of what 
the enemy have formerly feen me do in the field , 

may 
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may Jlill intimidate them . But what is more im- ^6.^2! 

portent, I venture to promife you , that the martial 
ardor of the fon , guided and moderated by the 
counfels of the father , fhall foon wipe out by a glo¬ 
rious viol cry the Jhame which only his youth has 
drawn upon him . 

Fabius’s offer was received with univerfal ap- 
plaufe, and he was immediately appointed his man f ob f 
Ton’s lieutenant. The Conful took the field 


mats c vt- 


foon after, as much refpefted, and attended dory. 
with as paffonate vows and as great hopes on 
the fide of the People at his depatture, as he 
had been ill received at his return. Upon the 
march, and afterwards upon his return, every 
thing paffed according to the drifted rules of 
difeipline. The allies, who were full of edeem 
for the valour and ability of Fabius the fa¬ 
ther, of which they had often been witneffes, 
and of gratitude for the fervices they had re¬ 
ceived from him, executed all the orders he gave 
them with joy and difpatch. The army in ge¬ 
neral, impatient to blot .out the ignominy of 
their defeat, and promifing themlelves every 
thing from a general under whom themfelves 
and their fathers had fo often defeated the Sam- 


nites, demanded eagerly to be led againd the 
enemy. The Samnites on their fide, fluffed 
with the viftory they had gained, defired a bat¬ 
tle with no lefs ardor. In confequence, the 
one defiring to retain the glory they had acqui¬ 
red, and the other to retrieve their fhame, both 
iides came to blows with equal ardor. 

The Roman army began to give way, and 
Pontius Herennius, general of the Samnites, 
furrounded the Conful with a chofen body of 
troops, when Fabius, perceiving the danger of 
his fon, fpurred his horfc into the thicked of the 
enemy, A body of cavalry followed him, re- 

prefentiag 
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ad^q 2^' P r cfenting to themfelves how fhameful it would 

be for them, if fuch combatants as they were, 
in the flower of their youth, fhould fuffer them- 
felves to be excelled in vigour and courage by 
an old man. This charge decided the fate of 
the battle. The Roman legions, animated by 
the example of the horfe, fuftained the enemy 
firll, and foon after broke them. Herennius, 
who difcharged all the duties of an able general 
and a brave loldier in this action, ufed all poffi- 
b!e endeavours to rally his troops, flop thofe 
who fled, and repulfe the enemy *, but could not 
prevent them from flying, and loft the oc* 
cafion of efcaping himfelf. Four thoufand 
Samnites with that general were made prifo- 
ners, and twenty thoufand killed in the battle 
and purfuit. The camp of the enemy was ta¬ 
ken with confiderable fpoils, which were after¬ 
wards much augmented by the plunder of the 
country, and the voluntary iurrender of feveral 
places. 

A Angle man occafioned ail this change 5 
that an army a few days before vi&orious, was 
cut in pieces by the fame troops they had fo late¬ 
ly defeated ; and that the Conful had made the 
general prifoncr who had put him to flight, an 

agreeable fpeftacle to the People, and a mag- 
nmcent ornament of the triumph decreed him 
the next year, when he returned to Rome. 

. YVhiift things patted thus in Samnium, D. 
Brutus the other Conful was no lels fuccefsful 
7 07.2:. againft the Hetrurians and Falifci. 

'~y v ; - f The Inter-rex L. Poftumius Megellus, in the 

aflembly wherein he prefided, nominated him- 
lei Conful*, which had no example, except 
Liv. 1.Appius Claudius, whole conduct in that refpe6t 
c - 6 * had been univer 

I. v. 1. 

- 
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fally condemned. 
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A. R. 461. 
Ant.C. 191; 


C. Junius Brutus* 

Poftumius was a proud man, and if we may Dionvf. 
believe Livy, had already given proofs of lm n P ,J dValef. 
haughtinefs, in decreeing himfelf a triumph 
againft the will of the Senate, and without the 
confent of the people. He fuftained his cha¬ 
racter in this his third Confulfhipj and began 
by expreffing great contempt for his collegue. 

The latter, who was a Plebeian, and a man of 
a model! and mild difpofition, refigned the pro¬ 
vince of Samnium to him, without infilling up¬ 
on the conftant cuftom, according to which'the 
provinces ought to have been drawn for by lots. 

All this while the plague continued to rage at Theftagu: 
Rome : this was the third year fince it began, cvit;nu "t° 
and no aid human or divine had abated its vio- r Rom!rbt 
lence. We have already feen, that the Senate, GoLZ/cu- 
after having confulted the books of the Sibyls, la P' !U ^ ««- 
had refolved to bring the God iEfculapius 
Rome, which could not be executed at that time je,pent % is 
on account of the wars, in which the common- brought 

wealth was engaged. Ten embaffadors were t ^ ther F . 

fent this year to fetch that God from Epidaurus^^/** 
Co Rome : Epidaurus was a city of Peloponne- LW. Epic, 
fus, which paffed for the place of his birth. 

Five miles from that city there was a temple of { a g 
great fame, erefted in honour of this God, and Ov. Met. 
full of rich prefents, fent thither by fuch as be- b 12. 
lieved themfelves indebted to /Efculapius for the 
recovery of their health. The embaffadors were c 2i 
conducted thither. WhiHl they were admiring 
a marble ftatue of 'extraordinary magnitude, 
the work of Thrafymedes a famous ftatuary of 
Paros, a great ferpent came fuddenly from the 
inmofc part of the temple, and ftruck all the 
ipedators with aftonifhment and religious awe. 

Vol. III. X The 
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The priefts, with a refpedtful air and tone, cried 
out that the God refided in that ferpent, and 
that he {hewed hirnfelf from time to time under 
that form, but always for the good of mortals. 
He fbfrered hirnfdf to be feen during two days 
in the temple ; and then difappeared. The 
third, palling through a croud of fpe&ators 
feized with admiration and refpect, he went for¬ 
wards directly to the port where the Roman 
galley lay, and having entered it, he placed 
hirnfelf in the cabin of Q. Ogulnius, the prin¬ 
cipal of the embaffadors, and continued there, 
after having folded hirnfelf in feveral circles 
from his tail to his head. 

The Romans, highly pleafed with thefuccefs 
of their voyage, and believing they had the 
God hirnfelf with them, fet fail, and in a few 
days arrived happily at Antium. There, as the 

fea ran very high in effect of bad weather, which 
came on unexpectedly, and would not admit 
them to proceed on their voyage, the ferpent, 
which during die whole pafiage had continued 
in the fame place quiet and without any motion, 
glided to the porch of a very famous temple in 
that city. The place was planted with myrtles 
and palm-trees, round one of which he twined 
hirnfelf, and continued hanging there by the 
long folds of his tail during three days. The 
Romans were in great alarm, left they fliould 
not be able to make him quit that place •, be- 
caufe during the whole time he refilled to take 
his ufual nourifhment. But he foon put an end 
to their difquiet by returning to the galley, and 
at laft arrived at Rome. The joy on that ac¬ 
count was univerfal. People came from all 
quarters of the city in crouds to fee a fight fo 
new, and which they could fearce conceive. 
Altars were erefted on the fide of the Tiber 

where 
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where he puffed, incenfe burnt, and victims fa- A - R ; 
crificed. When the Ihip arrived at the place Am ' c ’ 29t# 
where the Tiber divides itfelf into two branches, 
and forms an ifle, the ferpent quitted it, and 
iwam into that ille, after which he was leen no 
more. The Senators, concluding that the God 
had chofen that place for his abode, ordered a 

temple to be built there to yElcuIapius: and at 
the fame inftant the plague ceafed. This tem- Thcphi^t 
pie afterwards became very famous, and the CFG J a - A 
magnificent prefents with which it was enriched, ^{ c [^ s l0 
denoted, (hall I fay the gratitude, or ftupid ere- b efr e£hd 
dulity, of thofe who pretended to have been cu- tijEfeuia- 
red by invoking this God of medicine. I leave 
the reader to conjecture how much fraud muff 
have been employed in this voyage of a ferpent 
attended with fo many wonders. The Abbot fn Phi- 
Tillemont, in the life of Marcus Aurelius, men¬ 
tions an impoftor who tamed ferpents. His life 
-is related at large in Lucian. 

The Conful Poftumius carried the fame pride Dh)»teh> 
with him into his province, as he had fhewn in t ' v:ee . n 

. . r r , . ,, n ^ and 

the city in reipea to his collegue. rabius Gur- Fabhs. 
ges, who had been Conful the year before, actu- Frcinih. 
ally commanded in Samnium by order of the 

Senate in quality of Proconful. Poftumius Diod.-.pui 
wrote to him, 44 To quit his province affoon as Valff 


lo dead. 


poflible: that himielf was fufficient for the 
war there, and that he had no occafion for 
aid.” Fabius replied, 14 he defired him 
to refieft, that having received his pow¬ 
ers from the Senate, he could not quit the 
province without their order. 55 This anfwer 
did not fatisfy the Conful. When advice came 
to Rome of what had puffed, it was apprehended 
that the mifunderffanding of the generals might 
be pernicious to the public. Deputies were 
therefore lent to the Conlul, to declare to him 
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7 - it was the intention of the Senate, that Fabius 
’ Jhould remain in Samnium with his army. Far 
from complying with that order, Poftumius is 
faid to have explained himfelf in terms fcarce 
credible. He was fo bold as to fay, That as 
long as he jhould be Conful , it was not for him to 
obey the Senate, but for the Senate to fubtnit to 
him. And to make good what he faid by his 
actions, having difmified the deputies, he mar¬ 
ched his army immediately to Cominium, which 
Fabius was actually befieging, with the refolu- 
tion to employ force againft him, if he could 
not oblige him to retire by other means. 

The Roman armies would have exhibited a 
woeful lcene to the enemy, if Fabius had deter¬ 
mined to defend himfelf in the fame manner he 
was attacked. But as he was naturally mild and 
moderate, and frill more confirmed in that dif- 
pofition on the prefent occafion by the falutary 
advice of his father, after having declared that 
he gave way, not to the Conful’s phrenzy, but 
the public utility, he quitted the province. Some 
few days after, Poftumius took Cominium. 

' From thence he led his army to Venufia, and 
* took that alfo. He did as much by feveral 
other places, which were either carried by af* 
fault, or furrendered by capitulation. In this 
expedition the enemy had ten thoufand men 
killed, and above fix thoufand furrendered 
themfelves to the victor, after having laid down 
their arms. 

The Conful’s actions were certainly great and 
important, but he fpoiled them by a pride and 
fdf-fufficiency, that were quit? ridiculous. He 
wrote the Senate an account of all he had done 
in Samnium, and told them that Venufia and 
the adjacent country was a very proper place 
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For a colony. His propofal was approved, but ^ * (n - 


1 9 


the execution of it confided to others, without 
any mention of the Conful. A colony of ./ 
twenty thoufand men was fent thither, a num- 
ber which might appear improbable, if amongft i 
a people not to be fubjefted, and always rea- 
dy v to revolt, the Senate had not judged it ne- '• ;u 
ceffary to fend a confiderable number of citi- '[* 
zens, in order to keep them in awe, and to * 
prevent them from rebelling. 

For the reft, as the capricious and infolent FM 


‘is it i 


difpofition of Poftumius had very much con- 
duced to render him univerfally odious to all 
orders of the ftate ; on the other hand, by way Freinfh.xi. 
of contraft, it had not a little contributed to 
recommend Fabius to their favour. When he 
returned to Rome, and had given an account 
of the fuccefs of his campaigns, a triumph 
over the Samnites called Pentri was very wil¬ 
lingly granted him. Its {a) fined ornament was 
Fabius the elder, who followed his fon’s cha¬ 
riot on horfeback, with a more fenfible joy to 
fee him in that condition, in the midft of the 
applaufes and acclamations of the people, than 
when entering Rome himfelf in triumph after 
his glorious victories, he carried the fame Fa¬ 
bius, whiift an infant, by his fide in his cha- 
and feemcd then forming him for 


not, 
his future 


greatnefs. 


forming 
The Conful diftri- 

and 


buted half the fpoils to the troops, 
caufed the reft to be carried into the public 
treafury. Caius Pontius, general of the Sam¬ 
nites, who was led in this triumph with his 
hands tied behind him, was afterwards executed. 


( a ) Idem triumphantis 
currum, equo iniidens, iequi, 

quern ipfe parvulum trium- 
phis fuis geftaverat, in maxi- 

x 


3 


ma voluptate pofuit: nec ac- 
ceflbr glorioix* illius pompse, 
led auctor ipe: tarns eit. Val. 
Max . v 7 • 

He 
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a.^r. 46:. pj e wa5 a great Captain, who had long made 

head againft the Romans, and had occafioned 
the exceffive difgrace they had fuftained at the 
pais of Caudium. He gave an illuftrious teftw 
mcny of the difintereftednefs of the Romans of 
his age, in faying (a), 44 That if he had been 
4 '* born in times, when the Romans had learnt 
44 to take prefents, he would have made the 
term of their power of fhort duration.” 
Foftumius as much incenfed at the honours 
granted Fabius, as at the refufal of thofe he had 
i- jcv;//. demanded in vain, feemed to make it his bufi- 

nefs to 0fiend the Senate more and more. He 
vented his rage againft his enemies with infult, 
and indifferently attacking both orders of the 
State, to mortify the Senate, he diftributed all 
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the fpoils he had taken amongft the foldiers. 


c 


and difbanded his army before it was poffible 
c - to fend him a fucceffor. It was believed by fome, 
and with fufficient probability, that what we have 
related of Poftumius’s triumph againft the will 
of the Senate, in his fecond Confulfhip, fhould 
be placed here. However that were, he had 
no fooner quitted his offices, than two Tribunes 
cited him to a trial before the People. Befides 
the grievances of which we have fpoke, he 
was accufed 44 of having employed on his own 
4; - lands, before he took the field, two thou- 
44 find legionary foldiers, forgetting they were 
foldiers, and not his (laves, and that they were 
confided to his command, not to improve 
his lands, but to acquire new ones for the 
public/’ The Tribunes in general declared 
againft him, and fined him 500,000 AJfes y 
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{in ea tempera nr.tus 


qu:cu3 munera scape, 

# * a v * 1 v il- 
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diutius imperare non fuif- 
p.iilurjm. Cic, de Ojfic . 




which 


v 


l 





Cornelius, Curius, Confuls. 


3 11 


s 

which may be reckoned about twelve hundred A * R ; 4«i. 
and fifty pounds fterling, A!U ‘ L ' ^9x, 


P. Cornelius Rufinus. 
M\ Curius Dentaxus. 


A. R* 

A :i#C. iqo. 


Under thefe Confuls, the Samnites, forced The 
by the laying wafte of their country, fent to ; /v ; 
alk peace of Curius, who permitted them to 
fend deputies to Rome. He alfo obliged the 
Sabines, who had taken arms, to have recourfe hiv. % 
to the clemency of the Roman People. They y iQ v 

not only renewed the ancient treaty with them, Velleias 1 1 
but conferred the freedom of the city alfo up- 14. 
on them, tho* not with the right of fuffrage. 

Curius obtained a double triumph, after which . 
he retired to his farm. 

It was (a) at this time, that the Samnites, 
who had taken Curius for their patron and pro- 
teftor, deputed the principal perfonsof their na¬ 
tion to him,and offered him confiderable prefents, 
to induce him to affift them with his credit in the 
Senate, in order to their obtaining favourable 
conditions of peace. They found him by the 
fire in his little houfe in the country, fitting up¬ 
on a ftool, and eating his dinner out of a 

wooden difh. It is eafy to conceive that the 
feaft and equipage fuited each other. There 
(b) was nothing admirable in this houfe, befides 


(a) M’ Curius, exaftilhma 
norma Romans frugalitatis, 
idemque fbrtitudinis perfec- 
tifiimum fpecimen, bamni- 
tium legatis agrefti fe in 
fcamno affidentem foco, ac- 
que ligneo catillo c^nantem 
(quales epulas apparatus in- 
dicio eft) fpedtanaum prse- 
buit, &c. Val Max. iv. l. 

Curio ad focuin fedenti 


magnum auri ponuus Samni¬ 
tes cum attuliflent, repudi- 
ati ab co funt. Non enim 
aurum habere praeclarum fibi 
vidcri dixit, fed iis qui ha- 
berent aurum imperare, Cic. 
de Sene SI. 55. 

(£) Qui domum in: raver it, 
nos potiu$ miretur, quam fu- 
pellc&i’eni noftram. Stnec. 

m- y 

the 
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the matter. After having opened the purpofe 
of their deputation to him, they offered him 
the gold and Giver which their ftate had or¬ 
dered them to deliver into his hands. They 
knew Curius very little. He anfwered them 
in obliging terms, but abfolutely refufed their 
prefents •, and added with a greatnefs of foul 
truly worthy of a Roman, 'That he thought it 
glorious , not to pojfefs gold himfelf> hut to com - 
37 i and ihofe that did. Such (c) was at that time 
the character of the Romans. In private life, 
they carried their fimplicity and modefty fo 
far, as not to blufh at, or more properly, to 
glory in poverty: in public they fuftained the 
honour of their offices with a dignity, and even 
loftinefs, that feemed to denounce them future 
Matters of the Univerfe. This great man, the 
terror of the enemies of his country, and the 
admiration of his age, had for his whole eftate 
a little farm of feven acres of land, as appears (d ); 
for he was not afraid to fay in full affembly, 
that a man who was not contented with feven 
acres, was a pernicious citizen. Would one 
venture to compare the magnificent palaces of 
thofe great Lords, in which commonly nothing 
great is to be feen, but their pomp and vanity, 
with the cottage of Curius ? for fo that poor 
little habitation may well be called* in my opi¬ 
nion. Cato went exprefsly to vifit that houfe, 


(0 Kyc ratio ac magni- tinentise Iatus; in pnblica 
o animorum in majuribus dignitatis. Cic. pro Flacco , 
r.o;lris fuit, ut cam in pri- n. 28. 
vatis rebu' fuiiqae fumptibus (</) Manii quidem Curii, 
tninimo content], tenuiflimo poll triumphos immenfum- 
CQiti viverent; in imperio que tcrrarum adjeftum im- 
2tone in publica dignitate perio, nota concio eft. Per- 
pTt'.ia ad g'oriam fplendo* nicfofum ir.telligo civan , cut 
vmcae revoca»er.t. Qtmi- feptem jugera non ejfent fairs. 
cn.m ,n *c coinsfttc** con- Rbn. h*at, i*» 2. 


which 
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which was in the country of the Sabines, near a. r. 46*. 
his own eftate, and was never tired of contem- Ant ‘ C,I9 °‘ 
plating it with an admiration mingled with re- 
fpedt, and a warm defire to imitate its matter. 


M, Valerius Corvinus. 

Ant.C. 289, 

CiEDICIUS Noctua. 

Three cities received colonies; Caftrum, Three new 
Adria*, which has given its name to the Adria- colonies. 

tic Sea, and Sena in the territory of the Gauls. Enr * Epit> 
Other writers date the fettling of thefe colonies veil, 1.14* 
later. 

Three officers were now infticuted to try Judges of 
criminal affairs, and to prefide at executions: :r " nma [ 
They were called Triumviri Capitales. ftituted!*' 

In the Cenfus made this year, the citizens Cenfus. 
amounted to two hundred and feventy three 
thoufand men. 

Fabius Maximus was ehofen Prince of ^bius 

the Senate. His father Fabius Ambuftus had 
the fame honour before, as his fon Fabius Gur- pii n . Hill 
ges had after him : an extraordinary diftindtion, Nat.7.41. 
and obferved by hiftory of this illuftrious houfe, 
to produce three Princes of the Senate fuc- 
(jeffively from father to fon in this manner. 


Q. Marcius Tremulus II. 

Ant.C. 288, 

P. Cornelius Arvina II. 


Every thing was quiet enough at this time 
abroad ; but violent troubles began to break 
out at home in refpedt to the debts. (I fhall 
treat that fubjedt at the end of this fedtion.) Ap- 
pius Claudius, afterwards furnamed Cams , was 

* It is doubted whether it try of the Veneti, which gave 
be this Adria fituate in Pice - its name to the Adriatic Sea . 
tiuntf or another in the conn- 

created 
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a. r. 4«4- created Dictator, in order to find fome remc- 
Am-c. --;3. ^ for this evil. Thefe troubles ran higheft the 

year following. 


A. R- 

Aat.C, 2?7. 


M. Claudius Marcellus. 
C. Nautius. 


Freinfh.xi. The cruelty, and horrible luft of a private 

perfon, occafioned the tumult that arofe under 
\ ai. Max. Confuls. Veturius, fon of the Conful of 

DionyL the fame name, who had been delivered up to 
ap. Vales the Samnites after the treaty of the Furce Can Ain 
Lir. Ep. j iac j j >een rec J uce j by poverty to borrow money 

at large intereft, which he was not able to pay 
his creditor, C. Plotius. He was delivered up to 
him according to the barbarous cuftom of thofe 


times, which had often been condemned by the 
laws, but always ineffectually. That infa¬ 
mous ufurer, not contented with exacting from 
the fon of a Conful all the fervices of a flave, 
was for doing him beftial violence. The young 
Roman rejecting his fliameful fcllicitations with 
herror, was cruelly fcourged with rods: but 
having found means to efcape out of prifon, he 
went and prefemed himfelf before the Tribunal 
of the Confuls, attended with a croud of Peo¬ 
ple, whom his fad condition had drawn toge¬ 
ther after him. The recent marks of the lalhes 
he had received, were ftill vifible upon his 
back. The Confuls, moved at fo fad a fpec- 
racle, immediately made their report of it to 
the Senate, who committed Plotius to pri¬ 
fon, and ordered all that were in cuftody for 
I 3 debt to be enlarged. Something of the like 
nature had already happened fome years be¬ 
fore. 

The people, feeing they confined themfelves 
to iuch flight punilhments for fuch enormous 

crimes. 
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crimes, were not fatisfied, and murmured loud- ^ R c 465. 
ly againft the Senate, for not going to the root n ’ za7 ’ 
of the evils 5 for which purpofe they were for 
having debts aholiflied in general. Animated 
by their Tribunes, they refolded to do them- 
felves juftice, quitted the city*, and retired to 
mount Janiculum, determined not to re-enter 
Rome, till fatisfaftion was made them. 


M. Valerius Potitus. 

C. ^Elius P.lTUS, 


A R. 466. 
Ant.C. 286. 


As the Senate relied little upon the new Con- l*™ fa- 
fuls, recourfe was had to the remedy ufually 
employed in the lad extremities, that is to lay ' 
to a Dictator. Q. Hortenfius was nominated. 

He was a man that knew how to foften the ri¬ 
gid authority of his office with all the lenitives 
of a wife condefcenfion. He knew, that one of 
the principal fubjedts of the People’s difeontent 
was the viol ition of the law Pubiilia, paflfed the 
416th year of Rome, and the open contempt 
of their ordinances ( Plebifcita). Whatever re¬ 
finance he found in the Senate, he paffed a new 
law to confirm That of which we have juft 
fpoke, which was in fubftance, That the whole 

commonwealth Jhould be held to obferve the ordi¬ 
nances faffed in the ajfemblies of the People. (A i >v, ]. 
law to the fame effeft had been twice paffed al- f 
ready, but always violated.) Though this was 1c - 12 ' 
no great matter, the People were contented with 
it, and returned into the city, without having 
effected any thing for the prefent in refped to 


the debtors. 

Unity being thus reftored, the Dictator was 

taken with a fudden and violent diforder, occa- 

fioned, in all appearance, by the exceffive pains 

and trouble, which the reconciliation of the two 

orders of the ftate had coft him, and died in the 

cxercifc 
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a. r. 466. exercife of his office, a thing hitherto without 

Ani.C.iS:. exam pl e- 

It is believed, that about this time a law con¬ 
cerning the fufffages was alfo paffed. Ancient¬ 
ly, the ordinances of the People had not the 
force of laws, dll they were approved and con¬ 
firmed by the Senate. In the year of Rome 
416, it was ordained by the law Publilia , that 
before the People proceeded to give their fufffa¬ 
ges, the Senate fhould previoufly give their 
con fen t and ratification to whatever ffiould be 
inftituted. It was manifeftly the non-obfervance 
of this law that obliged its being renewed at this 
time. The Tribune hfenius propofed and paf- 
fed it. It very much augmented the power of 
the People, but gave a mortal wound to the au¬ 
thority of the Senate, and at the fame time to 
the wifdom of the government, and the public 
good. 

•v> A war opportunely enough broke out at this 
time, firffc with the Volfinians a people of He- 
truria, which ferved to ft i fie entirely the remains 
of the divifion that had difturbed the tranquil- 
I.iv. Epi: iity of Rome: and next with the Lucanians. 
li ' The latter was occafioned as follows. This 


TFr- 

T « 


• 

• • * 
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people, whofe neighbourhood their power and 
little refpeft for laws and juftice rendered dan¬ 
gerous, obliged the inhabitants of Thurium, a 
city built out of the ruins of, and very near, the 
ancient Sybaris, by repeated injuries to have re- 
courfe to the protection of the Romans. War 

was declared againft them. It is conjedured, that 
the fuccels was in favour of the people of Thu¬ 
rium, becaufe they ereded a ftatue to the Tri¬ 
bune TElius, who had induced the people to 
take their defence upon them. 


SECT. 
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Important war with the Gauls called Senones. Mur - ’ 
der of the Roman ambajfadors. Jr my of Cocci - 

lius defeated by the Senones. Ruin of that people . 
Samnites conquered. War with the Tar entities; 
occafionof it. Tbeir infults of the Romans. Ro- 
mans again infultcd by the Tarentines . War de¬ 
clared againfi them . They call in Pyrrhus King 
of Epirus to their aid y who fends them fume troops. 
He foon after lands at larentum , having firft 
fuffered a rude form. He puts an end to the 
idle and voluptuous life of the inhabitants. Hor¬ 
rid murder of all the citizens of Rhegium. Bat¬ 
tle between the Conful Levinus and Pyrrhus . 
The latter is victorious by the means of his ele¬ 
phants. New troops are fent to Levinus. Pyr¬ 

rhus approaches Rome: be is obliged to return 
direCily. Character of that prince. Rome fends 
embaffadors to Pyrrhus concerning the pr if oners. 
Jnfiead of a mere exchange , the King propofes a 
peace. His private converfation with Fabricius. 
Feaft given the embaffadors. They return to 
Rome. Pyrrhus fends Cine as thither , to treat of 
peace. The Senate deliberates upon the offers of 
Pyrrhus. Appius Claudius prevents a peace 
from being concluded. The Senate's lofty and no¬ 
ble anfwer. Return of Cineas to Tarenium . 


C. Claudius Canina. 
M. jEmilius Lepidus. 


A. R. 467. 
Aa:.C. z%y ' 


C. Servilius Tucca. a.r. 46s. 

T _ Aju.C. 2$4» 

L. CiECILIUS Metellus. 


P Reparations were making for an important Important 
war with the Senones, a people of Gaul wrwth 

fettled on the coaft of the Adriatic lea. They { ff ng ff 

had 



3*8 Cornelius, Domitius, Confuls. 
a=- R c. t?-' keen ten Y ears at P eace the Romans, 

^ from the battle wherein Decius had devoted 
himfelf, and they had been defeated, except in 
having fuffered the Hetrurians underhand to 
raife troops amongft them. 


a.r. 4%. P. Cornelius Dolabella. 

C. Domitius Calvinus. 


*-• Theie two Confuls marched, the firft againfl: 
‘ c r 'the Volfinians, and the other into Lucania. 
The Gauls declared themfelves openly this year. 
They entered Hetruria with a more numerous 
army than ever, and formed the fiege of Arre* 
tium. The inhabitants of that city were in al¬ 
liance with rhe Romans. They applied to them 
as againfl: a common enemy. The name of the 
Gauls had left a ftrong imprefilon of terror in 
Rome, and no war with them was neglefted. 
The deputies in confequence carried back a fa¬ 
vourable anfwer, and the affurance of fpeedy 
aid. 


« * 
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j C But the Romans, that they might have no- 
P* ' thing to reproach themfelves with, began by 
. rr fending embaffadors to the Gauls, to reprefent, 
“ Thar the Arretini were under the protection 
of Rome •, and that the Gauls being engaged 
“ in a treaty with the Roman people, juftice 
“ required, that they (hould not employ their 
“ troops againfl: the friends and allies of Rome.” 
Whillt the embailidors were u;oin2; about to the 

c? o 

towns of the Senones, one Britomaris of the 


royal family, an hot and violent young prince, 
vhofe father aiding the Hetrurians had been 
killed in a battle by the Romans, prompted by 
an inordinate defireof revenge, (lopped the em- 
baffadors, killed them, and cut their bodies in 


pieces, and having even torn their ornaments 
and the marks of their dignity to rags, he feat- 

tered 
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tered both about the country. This was a ter- 
rible declaration of war. 

It had not been thought proper at firft to re- 
cal the Confuls from their provinces, and Me- 
tellus, Conful the year before, and now Praetor, 
had been charged with the command of the aid 
fent the Arretini. But when the news of the 
barbarous treatment of the embaffadors by the 
Gauls, arrived in the city on one fide, and in 
the Conful Dolabella’s camp on the other, every 
body was feized with a kind of fury. Dola- 
bella, leaving the Hetrurians, advanced by long 
marches with his army, crofs the countries of 
the Sabines and Picenum, towards the frontiers 
of the Senones. The latter, who did not ex¬ 
pert that irruption, and had not affembled all 
their troops, making head againft Dolabella 
with a fmall number, and in diforder, were 
foon defeated and cut to pieces. The Conful 
did not give them time to look about them. 

He burnt the towns, deftroyed the houfes, ra¬ 
vaged the lands, put all to the fword who were 
of age to bear arms, carried off the women, 
children, and old men, and reduced almoft the 
whole country to a frightful folitude. Britoma- 
ris did not efcape the juft vengeance due to his 
barbarous cruelty. He was made to fufifer a 
thoufand tortures, previoully to his being led in 
triumph, after which he was put to death. 

The fortune of arms was very different before 
Arretium. The Prretor Qecilius having given 
the Senones and Hetrurians battle, his army was the Sem- 
cut in pieces, himfelf left upon the fpot with fe- nei - 
ven legionary Tribunes, and abundance of other 
brave officers: above thirteen thoufand men 
were loft in this art ion. 

This viftory, as confiderable as it was, did 

not conlole the Gauls for the ruin and defolation' * 
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4^9* of their country, which was almoft reduced iri- 
‘ S3 ‘to a defart by the irruption of the Romans* 
Tranfported with rage and fury, after having 
drawn together all their troops difperfed in 
Hetruria, they fet out furioufly to befiege 
Rome, in hopes of furprizing, and treating it 
as their anceflors had formerly done, when they 
marched againfl it from Clufium, a city of He¬ 
truria as well as Arretium. Happily for Rome, 
as they were to pafs through none but countries 
of the enemy, the obflacles they met with flop¬ 
ped the rapidity of their progrefs confiderably-, 
and gave the Romans time to take the neceffary 
meafures for giving them a good reception. 

But they did not go fo far as Rome. They 
met the Conful Domitius on their route, gave 
him battle, and were entirely defeated. Thofe 
who efcaped the Daughter, in their fury and 
grief turned their arms againfl each other, and 
fell by their own hands. Thus was the impious 
and barbarous murder of the Roman embafia- 
dors avenged by the total ruin and extirpation 
of a people not long before fo numerous and 
powerful. As to the fad remains of the Seno- 
nes, who had retired in no great number into 
the country of the Boii their neighbours, and 
Gauls alfo, this fame year they were cut to pie¬ 
ces by the Conful Dolabella in a battle fought 
near the lake of Vadimon againfl the Boii and 
Hetrurians, whom the Senones had engaged to 
take arms in their quarrel. Thofe people., that 

is*to fay the Boii and Hetrurians, were again 
defeated the year following. 

It feems probable enough, that about this 
time the Romans became mailers of the whole 
country formerly poffeffed by the Senones, and 
. that nation being almoft entirely extirpated in 

that 



iEwiLius, Fabricii/ 5 , Confuls. 


3 2 1 


that part of Italy, that a colony was fettled at a. r. 469. 
Sena, a city of the Gauls, other wife called Se- Ant,c,a33 ’ 
nogallia. 


^Emilius. 

C. Fabricius. 


A, R. 470. 
Ant.C. 2S2. 


The Samnites, fupported by the Lucanians 
and Bruttians, bewail the war again. They K \ tes , "V 

* ^ ^ / ( tr £ i \ ct €- 

were entirely defeated in a battle, wherein they^/'y. 
Romans believed that, the God Mars aflifted W.Max. 
them in perfon. Twenty thoufand of the ene - 1 *• c - 8 * 
my were killed in it, and five thoufand taken, 
with the general, and twenty enfigns. 

The inhabitants of Tarentum had not decla- Kar with 
red themfelves openly hitherto againft the Ro-' ; : 


the T. 


nren - 


tihes : 


mans, though they faw their power perpetually o: _ 
augmenting, and extending itfelf as far as them, c it. 
with abundance of fear and anxiety. They con- Liv - hpt. 
tented themfelves with aiding their enemies un- pf j r j i 
derhand, by permitting them to raife troops in c is. 

• their territory, which they would not fee. Zuiux. 

Tarentum was a Greek colony, founded an¬ 
ciently by the Lacedemonians, and was conli- 
dered as the principal city of Calabria, Apulia, 
and Lucania. It was fituated at the bottom of 
the gulph.which bears its name, excercifed com¬ 
merce in all the neighbouring feas, and had a 
free trade with Iftria, Illyria, Epirus, Achaia, 

Africa, and Sicily. It had amaffed infinite 
riches, which were the fource, as is ufual, of in¬ 
credible luxury, voluptuoufnefs, and depravity 
of manners. A very judicious writer, of great 1 . 5 , 
authority, fays that there were more feftivals, fo- P 2 * 0, 
lemn games, and public feafts, in this city than 
days in the year. Its buildings were of extra¬ 
ordinary magnificence, efpecially a vaft theatre, 
fituated near the port, and facing the fea. This 
theatre occafioned in fome meafure the ruin ot 
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the power of Tarentum, by an accident which 
gave birth to the war with the Romans. 

The Tarentines were celebrating games in this 
great theatre, when L. Valerius, who com¬ 
manded the Roman Beet (Duumvir navalis ) ap¬ 
peared with ten veffels, and was preparing to 
enter the port. Philocharis, a man of great 
power in the city, but fo depraved in his man¬ 
ners, that the firname of Tbais the famous cour¬ 
tezan had been given him, diftinguifhed him- 
felf on this occafion. Pretending I know not 
what treaty, by which the Romans were prohi¬ 
bited failing beyond the Lacinian promontory, 
he cried out, u It is neceffary to oppofe with 
“ vigor, and to humble the infolent pride of 
“ thefe Barbarians.’* The multitude, always 
feafting, always drunk, and incapable of any 
cool deliberation, applauded this difcourfe, and 
acted in conformity to it. Veflels were imme¬ 
diately put to fea. The Romans, who expect¬ 
ed nothing lefs than a battle, fled. Five of 
their galleys efcaped the purfuit of the Taren¬ 
tines j the other five, furrounded on all fides, 
were driven into the port. Four of thofe gal¬ 
leys with Valerius the commander of the fleet 


^.were funk, and the fifth taken. All who were 
■•^Capable-of bearing arms were put to the fword. 


and the reft fold for (laves. 


In the fame furious difpoution, they advan¬ 
ced againft the inhabitants of Thurii, accufing 
them of having called in the Romans, and im¬ 
puting to them as a treafon to the (late, “ That 
“ being Greeks by origin, they had chofe ra- 
“ ther to call in a barbarous nation to their 


“ aid, than the Tarentines, to whom they 
“ were attached by the proximity of country 
as well as blood.” The city was taken and 
plundered the principal inhabitants where ba- 

niflied; 
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tiillied j and the Roman garrifon had their lives a. r. 47 o. 
raved, and were difmiffed according to the terms 4nt * c,iS2 ’ 
of the capitulation. 

When this news was brought to Rome, 7 he R 0 . 
though the indignation of the People was pro- mons a - 
portioned to the infult they had received, how- 
ever, to do nothing precipitately, and not to 
engage imprudently in a new war, it was thought 
proper to fend embafladors to carry the com¬ 
plaints of the commonwealth to the Tarentines, 
and to demand “ That the prifoners (hould be- 
45 reftored $ that what had been taken from the 
4< inhabitants of Thurii, or at lead an equiva- 
44 lent according to a juft eftimate, (hould be 
44 reftored to them ; that the exiles (hould be 
44 recalled ; and that the authors of all thefe 


C( 


44 troubles fhould be delivered up to the Ro- 
44 mans.*’ The Tarentines, according to the 
cuftom of the Greeks, ufed to hold their affem- 
bly in the theatre. The embafladors found it 
very difficult to gain admittance into it. When 
they entered, they found almoft the whole mul¬ 
titude in a foolifh kind of merriment, the effeft 
of wine and debauch: for it was an holiday and 
a day of feafting. Affoon as Poftumius, the 
principal embaflador, began to fpeak, the whole 
aflembly fell into an indecent laughter, and 
Would fcarce vouchfafe him the hearing. If any 
expreffion, that was not pure Greek, happened 
to efcape him, which ought to have been no 
wonder from a ftranger, new horfe-laughs were 
heard on all Tides: he was treated as an ignorant 
Barbarian : in fhort, they carried their infolence 
to fuch an excefs, that without any regard to 
the law of nations, they drove the embafladors 
out of the theatre with ignominy. Their phren- 
zy did not flop here. As the Romans were 
retiring through a great croud of the populace, 

Y i w.h« 
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a.r. 4 ?o. who had affembled at the gates of the Theatre, 
AntC 2Sl * a comedian or buffoon, called Philonides (for 

his name is preferved as a man of importance, 
whilft thofe of the principal pcrfons of Taren- 
tum are not known) coming up to them, had 
the infolence to urine upon their robes, which 
the whole theatre applauded. You may laugh' 
nrz, cried Poftumius; but your mirth Jhall foon 
be changed into forrozv , and the fpots in our gar¬ 
ments vjajhed out in your blood. Without any 
other anfwer they returned to Rome, where 
they found the new Confuls already entered 
upon office. 


A R. 4 “ i. 
Ani.C. zZi. 


L. ./Emilios Barbula. 
a Marcius Philippus. 


Jf’jr re- 
il- 
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Upon the report made firft in the Senate, 
and afterwards before the People, of the in- 
j urious treatment of the Roman ambaffadors 
by the Tarentines, war was declared againfl 
Frc;n-.li. them, and orders were given the Conful JEmi- 
2 10-26. ]j us ^ w j 10 a l r e a dy fet out for Samnium, to 

poflpone all other affairs, and march againft 
the Tarentines, and, if they did not make im¬ 
mediate and entire fatisfadlion, to attack them 
with the utmoft vigour. Tarentum then began 
to open its eyes, like one after long drunken- 
nefs, and deep deep. The enemy was advanc- 
Y:rTz^r.- ing with a numerous army of good troops. It 

was therefore neceflary to declare themfelves and 
■ come to an immediate refolution : that is to fay, 
cf either to determine upon a war with a powerful 
and exafperated enemy, in which they faw great 
inconveniences, and the more becaufe they had 
made no manner of preparations for it; or 
come into any fatisfaftion required, which would 
be extremely fiiameful and mortifying. They 

delibe- 
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deliberated and wavered a great while between A R * ♦r ,i 

t /* * p \ > • Ant.C* zSa* 

thele two points, tor there was no medium to 
choofe, without being able to refolve on either, 
becaufe they found unfurmoantable difficulties 
in both. At laft, one of the affembly riling 
up, reprefented, ts That they were much in 
“ the wrong to lofe time in vain deliberations 
“ without concluding any thing. That it was 
“ clear, unlefs people were wilfully blind, and 
c{ had renounced all fenfe of honour, that the 
u peace, as propofed by the Romans, ought to 
“ be confidered as a {hameful flavery, to which 
sc death itfelf was preferable. That confe- 
u quently there was but one choice to make, 

45 which was war, That it muft indeed be 
iC confeffed, that they wanted a general to op- 
“ pofe againft fuch enemies as the Romans, 

“ and to conduft an enterprize of fuch im- 
cc portance, without which they could not pro- 

“ mife themfeWes good fuccefs: but that the 

<c thing was not without a remedy. That it 
16 was neceflary to leek that abroad, which they Plur. in 
u had not at home. That their anceftors on p y rrho > P- 
<c like occafions had called in at different times 
“ from Peloponn'efus and Sicily the aid of Ar- 
u chidamus the fon of Agefilaus, Cleonymus, 
u Agathocies, and laft of all of Alexander of 
“ Epirus. That this latter country feemed to 
“ offer them fuch a general as they might de- 
“ fire in the perfon of Pyrrhus, a very power- 

“ ful, valiant and warlike prince, and one who 

u was always ready to affift fuch as had re- 
” courfe to him. That he would be the 


“ more inclined to comply, as it was not 
“ long fince themfelves had aided him with a 
“ confiderable fleet againft the Corcyreans.** 
This advice pleafed the affembly extremely. 

There was in the city a man of fine wit and 
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great fenfe, called Meton. Upon the rumour 
' of what pa (Ted in the Theatre, he came thither 
with a crown of flowers carelefly put together 
on his head, and a torch in his hand, attended 
by a female minftrel. The Tarentines imme¬ 
diately began fome to clap their hands, and o- 
thers to laugh heartily. They ordered the She^ 
mufician to play, and bade Meton come into 
the midd of the aflembly, and give them a 
fong. The genius of a nation may be feen in 
a Angle circumftance of this kind. Aflbon as 
filence was made, Meton, inftead of Tinging* 
fpoke thus with a loud voice: Men of Yarentum, 
you are much in the right not to hinder fuch as 
are willing to he merry , and go about in maf- 
queradf y wbilft it is in their power. And you 
yourfehes , if you are wife , will ?nake merry alfo , 
and enjoy a liberty wbilfi you may , which will be 
of fbort duration. For I give you notice , that af- 
joon as Pyrrhus arrives here , you will have quite 
different affairs upon your hands. You muft alter 
your manners , mend your conduct, and refolve to 
lead a new kind of life. Thofe who were a- 
fraid of being delivered up to the Romans, if 
a peace were concluded, obferving that this dif- 
courfe made impreffion upon the people, fell in 
a body upon Meton, and drove him out of the 
aflembly. The Decree paflfed. It was unani- 
moufly relolved to call in Pyrrhus, and imme¬ 
diately ambafladors were appointed to propofe 
the affair to him in the name of the Taren¬ 
tines, and feveral other dates in the neighbour¬ 
hood. 

Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, was of all the prin¬ 
ces of his time the greateft Captain, and the 
bolded in forming enterprizes. He might have 
lived happy and quiet in his own dominions: 
but :he warmth and impetuofity of his genius, 

and 
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and an ambition always reftlefs and craving, a, 
could not bear inaftion and repofe, and requir- 
ed to be always in motion themfelves, and in 
confequence to keep others fo. The ambaffa- 
dota fent not only from the Tarentines, but 
from all the Greeks of Italy, arrived in Epirus 
with magnificent prefents for Pyrrhus. They 
had orders to tell him, that they wanted only 
a Leader of wifdom, experience, and reputa¬ 
tion : that they had fufficient numbers of good 
troops, and that the forces alone of the Luca- 
nians, Meffapians, Samnites and Tarentines, 
when drawn together, compofed an army of 
three hundred and fifty thoufand foot, and 
twenty thoufand horfe. It is eafy to conceive 
how much fuch a propofal pleafed Pyrrhus; 
who already protnifed himfelf the conquefl of 
the whole country he was called in to aid. But 
the better to conceal his ambitious defigns, he 
made ufe of artifice and difEmulation. Hav¬ 
ing received the ambaffadors with great honour* 
he heard their propofal with coldnefs * he in¬ 
filled ftrongly upon the inconveniencies he 
Ihould be expofed to in quitting his dominions, 
and expreffed his grief that it was not in his 
power to repay his friends and allies the Ta¬ 
rentines a fervice he had not long before receiv¬ 
ed from them. This anfwer put the ambafia- 
dors into a confternation. They redoubled their 
inftances, and prefled him frill more warmly 
than they had done before. He fuffered him¬ 
felf to be prevailed upon, and concluded the 
Treaty* but infilled upon a condition to be in- 
ferted amongft the reft, that he Ihould be de¬ 
tained in Italy for as Ihort a time as pofiible. 
The Epirots readily came into thisJiew projeft 
of their prince, and conceived a warm defire, 
and violent paffion for this war. 

y 4 
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If the poet Ennius may be believed, Pyrrhus, 
before he engaged in the war with the Romans, 
conluked the oracle of Delphi, to know the 
fuccefs of it. He was deceived by the ambi¬ 
guity of the anfwer, v hich equally fignified that 
Pyrrhus could conquer the Romans, and the 
Romans Pyrrhus. 


Aio ie } AEacida^ Romanos vine ere pojfe. 


Cicero proves clearly enough that this anfwer 
is an invention; and adds, that in his time the 
oracle of Delphi was fallen into fupreme con¬ 
tempt. 

During; this interval the Roman Conful ar- 

O 

rived. As the Tarentmes made no overtures 
of peace to him, and he knew on the contrary, 
that they had fent an embaffy to Pyrrhus, he 
began by ravaging their country, took feveral 
places from them, and fpread terror on all 
fides. Troops were fent from Tarentum to 
oppofe the emerprizes of the Romans. They 
were feveral times beaten, and repulfed with 
lofs into the city. The ravaging of the lands 
was begun again. Every thing was put to 
fire and fword, and the houfes confumed by 
the flames were feen fmoaking on all Tides in 
the country. The defolation of Tarentum was 
exceEve, and as the multitude are no lefs ab¬ 
ject and timorous in adverfity, than domineer¬ 
ing and infolent in profperity, they gave the 
command to Agis, who had always been for 
accommodating with the Romans. Some of 
the principal pejfons of Tarentum, who had 
been taken prilbners, and fet at liberty by the 
Conful, related the great goodnefs with which 
the Romans had treated themfelves and the reft 
of the pnioners, which augmented the defire 

and 
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and hope thepeople had of obtaining a favourable A ■ R *^; T * 
peace from them *, and the whole city inclined nt ' c,ziI ' 
to that way of thinking. 

The arrival of Cineas made all thefe thoughts /V >•/■/.• r ■ 
of• peace and accommodation vanifh, He was th.> 
the. confident, counlellor, and prime minifter Tan ' T ‘ tu:c * 
of Pyrrhus, and who before this expedition had 
the famous converfation with him known to 391. 
every body, upon the happinefsand tranquillity 
he might enjoy in his own dominions. I have 
repeated it elfewhere. Pyrrhus, in confequence Wjl I'oh 
of the treaty which he had lately concluded, fent 7 * 
him to the Tarentines with three thoufand foot. 

Affoon as he arrived, the command was taken 


from Agis, and given to one of thofe who had 
been fent ambaffadors to Pyrrhus. 

Some fmall time after, the King fent Milo 
to Tarentum, who put a good garrifon into 
the citadel, and offered to take upon him the 
guarding of the walls, which the multitude ac¬ 
cepted with great joy, charmed to be eafed of 
all care and trouble by ftrangers. It was de¬ 
creed, that the foldiers fhould have great pay, 
and that the King fhould be fupplied with all 
the money he fhould have occafion for. 

The Conful having received advice of the 
arrival of the troops from beyond fea, con¬ 
ceived thoughts of marching his army into Lu- 
cania, in order to fettle them in winter-quarters 
there. There was but one way thither, and that 
very narrow, with the fea on one fide, and fteep 
impaffable rocks on the other. The Tarentines 
informed of his defign, had fent fliips to the 
coaft of the fea, full of baliftas, fcorpions, and 
other machines of war, by the means of which 
they poured a fhower of ftones and darts upon 
the foldiers as they paffed, without its being 
poffible for them to avoid them. .The Conful 

had 
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had but one remedy for this unhappy incon- 
'mar. venience : this was to place the prisoners he 
had with him, who were before in the rear, up¬ 
on the flank of his army towards the fea. 
The Tarentines not to deftroy their country¬ 
men with the enemy, ceafed difcharging their 
machines, and retired. This is almoft every 
thing that pafled in the territory of Tarentum. 

Ac Rome great care was taken in levying 
the troops for the following year, when the 
Commonwealth was to have feveral armies on 
foot i and in order to that, they began now for 


the firft time, to lift fuch of the citizens, as 
competing the lad century, and having no in¬ 
come, were exempt from bearing arms: theft 
were called Proletarii. But all thefe precautions 
would not have preferved Rome from the mif- 
fortunes with which it was threatened, if Pro¬ 
vidence had not rcferved great men for thefe 
times, and it may perhaps be faid, the greatefl 
that Rome ever produced, Curius, Fabricius, 
Corancanius: great, not by the fplendor of 
birth, riches or pomp, but their abilities in 
military affairs, and ft ill more by their probity, 
of proof againft all things. And indeed, a- 
gainft a prince, who equally knew how to em¬ 
ploy fteel for conquering, and gold for cor¬ 
rupting, his enemies, men of invincible valour 
were neceffary, and fuch as carried their difin- 
tereftednefs as high as the contempt of riches, 
and even the love of poverty. 

TyvSm Tarentum was not idle on its fide. It 
r-/ tc la - £ nt a at num b er of flat-bottom’d veflels, 

efter i’a^ galleys, and all forts of tranfports to Epirus. 
T irc * Pyrrhus embarked twenty elephants, three 
* ruie thoufand horfe, twenty thoufand heavy-armed 

foot, two thoufand archers, and five hundred 
(lingers, on board of them. He did not ftay 




% 

AlmiUOs, Marciu?, Confuls. 


33 1 


for the forms to fet out. When all was ready. A * 47*. 

L r •! J tt r r r ** Ant.C. zSi« 

he failed. He was fcarce out at fea, when a 
dreadful ftorm arafe, which difperfed his 
fleet, and cruelly toffed the (hip he was 
on board of. Ac length, after having been 
violently driven by the tempeft during almoft 
the whole night, the wind being much abated, 
he arrived the next morning on the coaft of 
the Meffapians \ who flew to give him all the 
aid in their power. They went alfo in queft of 
feme of his mips, that had weathered the ftorm, 
and in which there were only a fmall number of 
horfe, and two thoufand foot, with two ele¬ 
phants. Pyrrhus having drawn them up in one 
body, marched with them towards Taren- 
tum. 

A (Toon as Cineas was apprized of his arrival, fynbus 
he fet out with his troops to meet him. Pyrrhus, ^* n tl 
on arriving in Tarentum, was ftrangely fur- ZleVnd 

prized to find the inhabitants folely intent up- voluptuous 
On their pleafures, to which it was their cuftom ^ 0 / tbe 
to abandon themfelves without referve or inter - larcntmu 
ruption, They expe&ed, that whilft he was 
fighting for them, they fhould continue quiet 
in their houfes, employing themfelves only in 
their baths, ufing the moft exquifite perfumes, 
feafting, and diverting themfelves. Pyrrhus 
concealed his thoughts for fome time, and tho* 
the people had decreed him the fupreme au¬ 
thority, he would not do any thing at firft by 
force, and contrary to the will of the Taren- 
tines, till he had news that his fhips were fafe, 
and the greateft part of his army had joined 
him. Finding himfelf then in a condition to 
make himfelf be obeyed, he fpoke and atted 
like mafter, He deprived them of their feafts, 
their fhews, and their affemblies of news¬ 
mongers. He made them take arms, and di¬ 
rected 
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A,iLv, rented thofe, who were appointed to make the 

' levies (a), to chule tall well-proportioned men; 
that as for him, he would take it upon himfelf 
to make them foldiers. He incorporated them 
into his own troops, to deprive them of the 
opportunities of caballing with each other, as 
they would have done if united together, and to 
form them in the fame excercifes. At mufters 
and reviews he was fevere and inexorable to all' 
fuch as were defective in the leaft.t fo that 
there were many, who not being accultomed 
to fo exact a difeipline, quitted the city,’be¬ 
lieving it a condition of iniupportable (lavery, 
not to be permitted to live in voluptuouihefs. 
C« :n, . 1 -6 The whole city-relounded with bitter eom- 
c :■ plaints againlf Pyrrhus. In company and at 

meals nothing was talked of but the tyrannical 
rigor of that prince, {b, Some young Taren- 
tines, in the heat and liberty of wine, having 
fpoke freely all that they thought of Pyrrhus, 
and the next day being informed againlf, and 
obliged to give an account to Pyrrhus himfelf 
of their converfation, which they could nei¬ 
ther deny nor excule, efcaped by a pleafant- 
ry, which came very opportunely into their 
heads. One of them taking upon himfelf 
to fpeak : Really , my Lord , faid he, if our 
bottle bad not failed us , •use Jhould have done much 
zvorfe 3 toe Jhould certainly have killed you . 


{a\ Granees edgerent. le 
cos Torres redditurum. Fran. 
St rut a g. 6 . i. 

(£' E.xemplo fur.t juvenes 
Tarentini qai multi de Pyr¬ 
rho rege fecurius inter ccenam 
locuti, cum rationem facti 
repofeerentur, & neque negu- 
ri res neque defendi police, 
rilu furit *: opportuno joco 


elapfj. Namque unus ex iis: 

inquit, r.ifi lagena defe - 
ctjfet occidi/p-?r.us te. Eaque 
urbanitate tota ell invidia 
enminis diifoluta QuinS. 

Tam urbana excufatio, 
tamque fimplex veritatis con- 
feffio iram regis convertit in 
rifum, Val . Max, 5. I, 


An 
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An event happened at the time of which we A * R - 4-p- 
are fpeaking, that might have rendered the Ro- '* 
mans extremely odious, though they had no murder cf 
fhare in it. The inhabitants of Rhegium, 

Greek city fituated at the extremity of Italy fa- 
cing Skilly, from which it is Separated only by J) i ( /& 
the ftrait, terrified bv the neighbourhood of fo ki'^pucl 

1 J O \- \ 

powerful a Prince as Pyrrhus, and by the Car- a ‘ 
thaginian fieets, which cruized in thofe Teas, had 
applied to the Romans. The latter had fent 
them, four thoufand men, drawn out of the co¬ 


lonies which the Romans had fettled in Campa¬ 
nia, under the command of Decius Jubellius, a 
legionary Tribune. Thisgarrifon foonaffumed 
the manners of the inhabitants, who, like all the 
reft of the cities of that country, were abandoned 
to pleafures and • luxury. They alfo conceived 
the defign of taking their place, and of feizing 
their city with all they poffeffed: a cruel fcheme, 
which thofe perfidious wretches executed in a 
ftill more barbarous manner, by putting all the 
citizens to the fword, of whom they had invi¬ 
ted the principal to entertainments, and after¬ 
wards obliging the wives and daughters to mar¬ 
ry the murderers of their hufbands and fathers. 
So enormous a crime did not remain unpunifh- 
ed, as we (hall fee in the fequel. The impor¬ 
tant wars which the Romans had upon their 
hands, undoubtedly prevented them from taking 
immediate vengeance of it. That care whol¬ 
ly engroffed them. - To acquit themfelvcs with 
honour in them, they defied two Confuls, both 
of great reputation. 


P. Valerius Levinus. 
Tiber.ius Coruncanius. 
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In the divifion of the provinces between the f T' £ ■ 
Confuls, the war agaioft Pyrrhus and the Taren- 


tines £ 
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4* K ' 4 ; 2, tines fell to Levinus, and Hetruria toCorunca i 

io0, . 

mus. 

Zonans. Levinus fet out without lofs of time, and 

XiU* p * 

292,29;. matched in queft of the enemy. Pyrrhus was 

foon informed that the Conful was in Luca- 
nia, where he burned and deftroyed every 
thing. Though he had not yet received the 
fuccours from the allies, as he believed it very 
Ihameful to fuffer the enemy to approach nearer* 
and to ruin the country almoft in his fight, he 
took the field with the few troops he had. But 
he fent an herald before him to the Romans, to 
a(k them whether they would not agree, before 
the war began, to terminate their differences 
with the Greeks of Italy, by making him the 
judge and arbiter of them. The Conful Levi¬ 
nus anfwered the herald, That the Romans would 
neither take Pyrrhus for an arbiter , nor feared 
him as an enemy. The anfwer is fufficiently 
lofty. 

After the King had received it, he advanced 
with his troops, .encamped in the plain between 
the cities Pandofia and Heraclea, and upon ad¬ 
vice that the Romans were very near him, and 
encamped on the other fide of the river Siris, he 
mounted on horfeback, and approached the 
bank of that river to take a view of their fitu- 
ation. When he faw the appearance of their 
troops, their advanced guards, the fine order 
that prevailed univerialiy, and the happy difpo- 
fition of their camp, he was furprized; and ad- 
dreffing himfelf to one of his friends who was 
with him, (for fo the ancients fpoke, and Kings 
had friends:) Megacles , Paid he, the difpofitions of 
tbefe Barbarians are by no means barbarous \ we 
Jhall fee bow the reft will anfwer them . 

This view of the Roman army, and the fecu- 
riry of Levinus, who had difmiffed fpies fur- 

prized 
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prized in his camp, after having cold them, that 
he had another body of troops ftill more nume¬ 
rous ; all this gave Pyrrhus difquiet. He re* 
folved not to haften the battle, and to ufe de¬ 
lays as long as poffible, in order to give the al¬ 
lies time to arrive, and to join their troops with 
his i befides which the Romans being in an ene¬ 
my’s country, a long delay would incommode 
them confiderably, in making them confume 
their provifions and forage. He contented him- 
felf therefore with fending a great detachment 
to difpute the paflage of the river with the Ro¬ 
mans, in cafe they fhould venture to attempt it. 

In the defign which Pyrrhus had formed of 
deferring the battle, it was a great advantage to 
him, to have the Siris between the Romans and 
him. For nothing is more difficult than to pafs 
a river in the fight of an enemy, and it is fcarce 
pofiible to fucceed in it, except in deceiving 
him by ftolen marches, and paffing the river 
at places that are not guarded. An almoft cer¬ 
tain means to prevent that inconvenience, would 
have been to have divided the great detachment 
mentioned before into feveral (mail bodies, and to 
have polled them along the river at proper di- 
ftancesin fuch a manner, that they might all have 
re-joined each other at the firft fignal. This 
is what was wanting on this occafion, and I 
have obferved, that it is a very common fault. 
The Conful perceiving that Pyrrhus avoided a 
battle, made a feint of confining himfelf, till 
he could force him to it, to deftroying the ene¬ 
my’s country, and for that purpofe detached all 


his cavalry, which ravaged the whole flat coun* 
try without finding any refiftance. When they 
were a great way from the camp, on a fudden 
they turned towards the river, forded it, and fell 
unawares upon Pyrrhus’s detachment, which ex¬ 
pecting 
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A '. R ; Peering nothing lefs, fled, regained the grofsof 

the army with precipitation, and left the paf- 
lage open for the reft of the troops. 

Pyrrhus, on this news, was in great perplex¬ 
ity, and ordered the officers of his infantry to 
draw up their troops in battle affoon as pof- 
Able, and to wait his orders under arms. In the 
mean time, he advanced with expedition with 
all his cavalry, that amounted to about three 
t’noufand men, in hopes to furprize the Romans 
ftill paffing the river with difficulty, and difper- 

fed here and there without order. But when he 
law a great number of Roman fhields glittering 
on this fide the river, and their cavalry march¬ 
ing againft him in fine order, he clofed his 
ranks, and besan the attack. He was foon 
known by the beauty and fplendor of his arms, 
which-were very rich, but ftiil more by his va¬ 
lour and intrepidity. He (hewed by his adtions, 
that the reputation he had acquired was not 
above his merit. He engaged in the battle 
without (paring himfelf, and beat down all be¬ 
fore him : but he did not lofe fight of the fun¬ 
ctions of a general, and in the midft of the great- 
eft perils, retained the utmoft coolnefs, gave his 
orders as if he had been remote from danger, and 
flew on all Tides to re-inftate affairs, and fupport 
thole who were mod preffed by the enemy. 

In the heat or the action, an Italian horfeman 
with fpear in hand, confined himfelf folely to 
Pyrrhus, followed him every where with great 
ardor, and directed all his motions by thofe of 
the King. Having found a favourable moment, 
he aimed a great blow at him, which wounded 
only his horfe. At the fame time Leonatus of 
Macedonia killed the Italian’s horfe with his 
pike. The two horfes being down, Pyrrhus 
was immediately furrounded by a croud of his 

friends. 
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friends, who carried him off, and killed the ^ 
Italian horfeman, fighting with great valour. 

This adventure taught Pyrrhus to ufe more pre¬ 
caution, and to take more care of his perlon, 
than he did : an efiential duty in a general, on 
whofe life the fate of an whole army depends. 

The King feeing his cavalry give way, fent 
his infantry orders to advance, and immediately 
drew it up in battle. It does not feem to have 
adted till now. Inftrudted by the danger to 
which he had juft been expofed, by making 
himfelf too well known to the enemy by his di- 
ftinguiftied armour, he gave his royal mantle 
and arms to Megacles, one of his friends, and 
having difguifed himfelf in his, he charged the 
Romans with vigour. The latter received him 
with abundance of courage. The battle was ve¬ 
ry obftinate, and the victory long doubtful. 

It is faid that both Tides gave way, and returned 
to the charge feven times. 

Pyrrhus changed his arms very opportunely 
for faving his life: but on the other fide, that 

change had almoft proved fatal to him, and 
fnatched the victory out of his hands. The 
enemy fell in crouds upon Megacles, whom they 
took for the King. One of the horfe who 
wounded and laid him upon the earth, after 
having ftripped off the arms and mantle which 
he wore, rode lull fpeed to the Conful Levinus, 
and fhewed them to him, crying out that he 
had killed Pyrrhus. Thole fpoils being carried 
through all the ranks in a triumphant mannner, 
filled the whole Roman army with inexprdfible 
joy. Their cries of vidtory refounded on all 
fides; whilft the army of the Greeks was in Pyrrhus U 

univerfal confternation and difcouragement. 

Pyrrhus, who perceived the terrible effedt of means if 
the miftake, ran through all the lines bare-^^* 

You III. Z headed ,? hant: " 
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am.'c. 1:4. headed, holding out his hands to his foldiers, 

and making him (elf known to them by his 
voice and geflure. The battle being renewed, 
the elephants at laft principally determined the 
event of it. Pyrrhus had exprefsly referved 
them to the end. This was the firft time the 
Romans had feen this kind of animals • and 
every body knows, that (a) things which ftrike 
the lenl'es in a ludden and untoreieen manner, 
give the mind trouble and terror, becaufe they 
do not leave it time to examine them coolly. 
Their extraordinary form, enormous height, the 
towers full ot combatants on their backs, all 
Rruck the Romans with dread. The horfes were 
fliil mure iTightened, and not being able to bear 
the fmell ot them, which was quite new, flung, 
pranced, and either ran away with their riders, 

or threw them on the ground. Thefe elephants, 
breaking iir.petuoully into the ranks of the Ro¬ 
mans, lpread fear on all Tides, and crufhed and 
trod down all that came in their way. Pyrrhus 
leoingthem in this condition, charged them oil 
a fudden with his Theflalian horle, which com- 
pleated their diforder, and obliged them at 
length to fly after having made a great (laugh¬ 
ter of them. 

It was agreed, that Pyrrhus might have cut 
them entirely to pieces, it he had purfued them 
with more vigour. But his cuftom was not to 
pufh the enemy he had conquered to the utmoft, 
left their defpair in another battle might ferve 
them inftead of courage, and prevent them ei¬ 
ther from flying or furrendering themfelves. Be- 
fides which, the night, which came on, put a 
flop to the purfuit, and faved thofe who fled. ■ 

[*) \ identur on>nia rcyentina graviora. Tu/c. /. 3. c 28. 

Dionyfiui 
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Dionyfius of HalicarnaiTus writes, according a. r. 4-1 
to Plutarch, that there was aimoft fifteen thou- Aot,L ' 
land men killed in this battle on the fide oi the 
Romans, and thirteen thousand on that of Pyr¬ 
rhus. Other hiftorians leflen the lofs on both 
fides. it is certain that Pvrrhus loft the Sower 
of his troops in it. Accordingly when feme- 
bod', complimented him at his return ro Taren- 

t 9 • 

tun. on this vifiery : I am irretrievably undone , 
faid he, if 1 gain fuck another. The next day, 
when he was con fide ring on the field of battle, 
the bodies of the Romans, which he had order¬ 
ed to be buried, to acquire the reputation of 
goodoefs and clemency •, amazed to fee that 
they had all their faces turned towards the ene¬ 
my, and had died of glorious wounds, he cried 

out : 0! how eafy it were for me to conquer tbs 

world with.fitch jeldiers! He did all that he 
could, to induce thole he had taken prifoners to 
lift in his troops, lie could not fucceed : but 
he did not efteem them the Icls, and treated 
them with lingular humanity, forbidding chains 
to be put upon them, and ordering that they 
fhould not be ufed with the other feverities, to 
which prifoners are commonly expofed. 

Pyrrhus feized the camp of the Romans, 
which he found abandoned, made fcvcral cities 
renounce their alliance, ravaged the countries of 
the States that continued faithful ro them, and 
approached within three hundred, ftadia of Rome, 
that is to fay, about fifteen leagues. 

The Lucanians and Samuites having joined 
him after the battle, he warmly reproached them 
for their delay. But it was eafy to perceive in 
his air that he was infinitely pleafed with having 
defeated only with his own troops and chofc of 
the Tarentines, without the aid of the allies, fo 
numerous and warlike an army of the Romans. 

Z 2 Whiitt 
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a. r. 4-i* Whilft Pyrrhus was induftrioufly taking all 

'the advantages, which he could hope from his 
victory, Levinas on his fide was intent upon 

putting himfelf into a condition to retrieve his 
late lots aifoon as poffible. He vifited the 
wounded, and took particular care of them. 
He drew rother thofe who had been difperfed 
in the flight. He confoled all the foldiers, in 
praifing the valour they had (hewn in the action; 
attributing their defeat folely to that unknown 

fpecies of monfters, againft the attack of which 
it had not been in their power to prepare them- 
ielves *, and laftly, in giving them hopes of 
making the enemy’s joy fhort-lived, and offoon 
walking out in their blood the (tain of the laft 
battle, wherein in other refpefts the lofs had 
been equal on both fides. 

The news of this defeat afflidted Rome, but 
did not abate her courage. Some of the Sena¬ 
tors imputed the caufe of it to the Conful. Fa- 

!*'?'• US* . * 

p (U: . bricius faid, That be did not reckon the Romans 
p 594- defeated by the Epirote, but Levimis by Pyrrhus . 

However, far from thinking of recalling him, 
it was decreed that new troops (hould be fent 
him affoon as poffible. The levies were made 
with incredible paffion, and two legions foon 
compleated. They fet out without lofs of time. 

The Conful, encouraged by fo confiderable 
reinforcement, followed Pyrrhus at the heels, 
loll no occafion to harrafs his rear-guard, and 
very much diftreffed his army. Having been 
apprized, that he intended to make himfelf ma¬ 
tter of Capua, he prevented him by a forced 
Pyuus march, and deprived him of all means of put- 
u+fr:a,-yi t j n g fa defign in execution. Pyrrhus turned 

views upon Neapolis. But feeing his hopes 
retire im- fruftrated in like manner on that fide, he fought 
v.'diatdj. to confole and make himfelf amends by an en- 

terprize 
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terprize infinitely above all the red:: this was to ^ 
attack Rome itfelf. And he loft no time. Ha- / 
ving taken Fregellse on his way, and crofted 
the countries of Anagnia and the Hernici, he 
arrived at Prasnefte, which was but twenty miles 
from Rome. The city was in no condensation. 
The magiftrates had before provided for its 
fafety. But another more confiderable reinforce¬ 
ment arrived opportunely, which made itsfecu- 
rity perfect. Coruncanius, the other Conful, 
after having quieted Hecruria, had been recal¬ 
led to the aid of his country, and was very near 
Rome with his victorious army. Pyrrhus ha¬ 
ving endeavoured ineffectually to make the He- 
trurians take arms, and feeing himfelf between 
twoConfular armies, rightly difcerned that there 
was no fafety for him, and marched back into 
Campania with the utmoft expedition. 

This expedition of the King of Epirus may c 
give us fome feint ftrokes to guide us in forming 
an idea of his genius and character. He can - ri 
not be denied to have had great qualities : an 
elevation, a ^reatnefs of foul, truly royal, a 
peculiar attention to attaching perfons of meric 
of all kinds to his fervice, a courage, a bold- 
nefs, an intrepidity, which nothing could daunt, 
and which, as we have already obferved, left 
him all his coolnefs and prelenceof mind in the 
greateft dangers, and in the very heat of the 
warmeft actions. He paffed undeniably for the 
moft able general of his time in 
manner of embattelling an army, the art of en¬ 
camping, and addrefs in the choice of his polls; 
in Ihorr, to every thing relating to military 
knowledge and discipline. But he was a Prince 
of inconceivable levity ; abandoned to his ima¬ 
gination * full of projects *, always ready both 

to form new emerprizes, and to renounce them; 
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never failing to flatter himfelf with good fuccefs, 
whiiii the experience of the pnif did not render 
him niere cautious for the future ; and to fay all 
in a word, the perpetual fport of a refllefs am¬ 
bition, that drew him on from project to pro¬ 
ject, from country to country, in holding up to 
him continually a phantom of power and great- 
refs, which he feemed every moment upon the 
pomrof ieizir.g, but which always efcaped him, 
without ever undeceiving or difgufiing him. 

When Pyrrhus, on his return into Campania, 
faw the Conful Lcvinus at the head of an army 

much more numerous than before his defeat, he 
was exceedingly furprized. He had conceived 
thoughts of giving him battle a fecond time : 
but the fight of his troops fo confiderably aug¬ 
mented, made him change his defign, and re¬ 
lume his route to Tarentum. ‘ 

In the mean time, the Senate deliberated up¬ 
on the conduct it was neceffary to obferve in re- 
fpecc to the foldiers who had been taken prifo- 
ners in thelaft battle. It was a maxim of poli¬ 
cy at Rome, from which they did not depart 
even in the mod unfortunate times, as we (hall 
fee when we come to the battle of Canute, not 
to ranfom the foldiers who had furrendered 
themfelvcs to the enemy out of fear. But the 
cafe was different now. Moft of the prifoners 

were of the cavalry, who had given extraordi¬ 
nary proofs of their bravery in the battle, but 
whom their horfes, terrified by the ft range fighr, 
noife, and foeII of the elephants, had thrown, 
and made incapable of defence. It was there¬ 
fore concluded that they fhould Be ranlomed, 
and for that purpofe three of the principal Sena¬ 
tors were nominated deputies to Pyrrhus. Thefe 
w re p. Cornelius Dolabelh, famous for the de- 



Ser.or.cs, C. Fabricius Lufcinus, and 

CL 
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Q. ^Emilius Papus, who had been Confute to- a, r. 4 n 
gether two years before. Ant ‘ c * 

Pyrrhus being informed, that perlons of fuch 1 * ur - y'n 


i 


importance were deputed to him, believed they -‘T n 
undoubtedly came to treat of peace ^ which was iic U in. 
what he wifhed extremely. To do them honour, cerpt.L^ 


hefent a confiderable detachment to the frontier ?* n 
of the country of the Tarentines to efcort them : 4 '" 
as a guard ; and when he knew that they were 
near, he went himfelf out of the gates of the 
city at the head of a body of his cavalry light¬ 
ly armed, and conducted them to his palace, 
where they were treated with all poflible dif- 
tindtion and magnificence.- After the ufual 
compliments, they opened the fubjeft of their 
commilfion to the King, and told him they 
were come to treat concerning the ranfom of 
prifoners, either by paying a certain fum for 
each, or by way of exchange. 

It was thecuftom of Pyrrhus not to conclude 
any affair of importance without having firft 
communicated it to his council. Accordingly 
he affembled them upon this occafion. Milo 
was of opinion “ not to reftore the prifoners, 

“ to make the utmoft of the victory they had 
“ gained that could be expected from it, and 
u not to lay down their arms till the Romans 
u were entirely conquered and fubjedted/ 5 Ci- 
neas thought very differently. Great King, laid 
he, addreffing himfelf to Pyrrhus, it is know¬ 
ing the Romans very ill\ to imagine that the blew 
they have received , has made them either more 
timorous or traftable. They never Jhew more con¬ 
stancy and greatnefs of mind than in adverfity . 

'The heft counfel therefore in my opinion , which can 
be given you* is to employ your wonted enerofity 
on this occafion , to reftore them their prifoners 
without ranfom \ and then to fend ambajfadors 

Z 4 tijjbon 
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a R. i:2. affoon as pojfible with magnificent prefents, /o 

A....C. 2 g 0 C i^t g a p. ue fyjifo them. You may now do fo 

who honour, and upon advantages conditions: 
Bui, my Lord, fuffer me to tell you, you are a 
man, and things may change: do not let flip fo 
favourable an occafion, perhaps the only one you 
may have. The whole council applauded fuch 
good advice, and the King came into it, 
dcf The deputies were brought in, and Pyrrhus 
a i fjfi laid to them : You ajk me, Romans, to dijmifs 
yfliff your prifiners: But to reflore you fuch brave fol- 
a diers, would be putting arms into your hands a- 

gain]} my [elf There is another floor ter and more 
certain method ; and that is for us to make a good 
peace with each other ; l Jhall then reflore them 
to you without ranfom. I defire nothing more than 
to enter into a treaty of alliance and amity with 
a people fo worthy of efleem and refpeff. He 
jpoke this in common to ail the deputies ; and 
afterwards took Fabricius afide, to difeourfe with 
him freely and at leifure. 

When they were alone, the King fpoke to 
him to this effect. From the accounts which I 
have had of your great qualities , Fabricius, I ex¬ 
ceedingly defire, that you fhould be one of my 
friends. I am told that you are a great Captain j 
;b at jujlicc and temperance form your char alter, 
and that you pafs for a man accomphfloed in 
every virtue. But I know alfo , that you have 
no eft ate, and that in this point only Fortune has 
hardly with you, in reducing you as to the 
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c ci:ve identics of life to the condition of the poor eft 
Senators. To fapply what you want on that fide, 
1 am ready to give you as much gold and filver 
till jet you above the moft opulent perfons of 
Rome. Do not believe I imagine that I do you 
a tavour in this: It is I who /hall receive one 

For I AM persua- 
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bed, that no expence does a Prince a. r. 472. 

A P a 

MORE HONOUR, THAN TO MAKE THE FOR¬ 
TUNES OF GREAT MEN,REDUCED BY POVER- 
TY TO A CONDITION UNWORTHY OF THEIR 
MERIT AND VIRTUE, AND THAT SUCH AN 
USE IS THE NOBLEST A KlNG CAN MAKE OF 

riches. For the reft, I am jar from ex- 
pefting that you fbould do me any unju(t or 
honourable fervice by way of acknowledgment . 

What I ajk of you can only do you honour , and 
augment your 'power in your country. I conjure 
you firfi to affijl vie with your whole credit in 
bringing your Senate into my views , which I be¬ 
lieve juft and reafonable. Reprefent to them , I 
beg you , that 1 have given my word to aid the 
Lar entires, and the other Greeks on this coaft of 
Italy , and that I cannot in honour abandon them, 
efpecially as I am at the head of a powerful 
army , with which I have already gained a battle. 

However certain affairs have happened , that re¬ 
call me into my own dominions \ and this is what 
makes me ?nore ardently defire peace . Befides 
which , I find it difficult to fuftain the part 1 aft 
here , and to fee tnyfelf obliged to conftder a peo¬ 
ple fo worthy of being beloved as enemies. Let 
them change that name into friends , and they (hall 
find a faithful ally in me. If my quality of King 
renders me fufpefted to the Senate , becaufe many 
who bear that name , have made no dijjiailty open¬ 
ly to violate the faith of treaties and alliances , be 
you yourfelf my guarantee , and join with me in 
affifting me with your counfels in all my enter - 
prizes , and in commanding myarmies under me. 

I have occafion for a man of virtue , and a faith¬ 
ful friend ; and you , on your fide, have occafion 
for a prince , who by his liberality may enable you 
to give a greater fcope to the benevolence of your 

inch - 
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inclinations. Le; us not refufe ourfelves then, but 

let us mutually itjoi 1 our aid to eocb other . 

Pyrrhus havirg fpoke thus, Fabricius, after 
a moment’s filence, replied in thefe terms: As 
you have already fo favourable an idea of me, as 
well in ref: eft to rav per Zonal eonduft, as the ad- 
mini;!ration of pub.ic affairs , it is needlefs for me 
to fteak to you cf them. Ton feem alfo fufftcient- 
ly acquainted with my poverty „ to fpare me the 
trouble of telling you , that 1 have neither money 
to improve, nor /laves that bring me in any re¬ 
venue : that my whole eft ate eo>.fijh in an houfe 
of little appearance, and a fmall f.eld that fup- 
plies me with Jubfifiance. If you believe how¬ 
ever, that povc.ry renders my condition inferior 
to that of any ether Roman, and that whilft I 
dit charge the duties of an honeft man, I am the 

k Is confide red, becaufe not of the number of 
the rich *, permit me to tell you , that the idci* you 
have of me is not juft, and deceives you, whe¬ 
ther you hive taken that opinion from others, or 

If I do not tojfcfs great 
fortunes, I never did , and fill do not believe, 
that my indigence has ever done me any prejudice 
either in public fun driers, or my private life. 

Has my country , on account of my poverty, 

.ft giirious employments, 
he emulation of all great 
ftties -are conferred upon 
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-.need a , the head of the mo ft illuft 

Tue mo ft facred fund ions of 
divine worjhip are confued to me. V/hen the moji 
important affairs are to be deliberated upon, I hold 
my rank, and give my opinion in the council: 
I take place with the ricbeji and moji powerful ; 
and if I have any thing to complain of, it ts of 

being too much pm:fed and honoured. To dif- 

ebarge all thefe employments, I expend nothing of 
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my own , no more than all the veil of the Romans. A : R 4 I"* 

n ; y flnt.C 2'^* 

Zwr citizens by raifmg them to 
the magijlracy . $/# beftows upon thnfe in office 
all the helps they want, and /applies them with 
liberality and magnificence . (a) jbr 7/ fj not ?c‘z 7 /i 

our city as with many others , raZm* the public 
is very poor, whilft private per Jons pc fiefs tin¬ 
men] e riches. We are all rich , when the Common¬ 
wealth is fo, becaufe Jhe is fo for us. In equally 
admitting the rich and poor to public employments 
according as Jhe thinks them worthy , Jhe makes 
all her citizens equal , and knows no other diffe¬ 
rence between them , but merit and virtue . 

^5 to what concerns my private affairs, 
from complaining of my fate , / efeem myfelf the 
?no]l happy of men, when I compare myfelf to the 
rich , W /<?<?/ 0 kind of delight , £-wz pride , 

n/i? within me from this condition. My little 
field, as it is, /applies me with all that is 

neceffiiry , provided I take due care to cultivate it , 
preferve its fruits . Do I want any thing 
more ? All murijhment is grateful to me, when 
feafoned with hunger. I drink with luxury , when 
I am a dry . I tafle all the fweeis of repofe when 
I am weary . 7 content myfelf with an habit that 

keeps out the cold: and of all the moveables that 
ferve for the fame life, the meaneft are thofe I like 
heft. I fhould be u area finable and unjuft , if I 
accufed fortune. She -/applies me with all that nature 
requires: as to the fuperfhtous , fie has not given it 
me : but at the fame time I have learnt not to de¬ 
fire it. T0 have few wants is great riches. Of 
what then fhould I complain? Net having this 
abundance indeed , I am not in a condition to re - 
lieve the wants of others ♦, the foie advantage for 

v 

(a) Privatus i!!is ccmus «: at brevis. 

Commune magnum. Herat. 
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a^x i? which the wealthy can be envied. But, whiljl / 

impart to the Commonwealth and my friends the 
Utile 1 poffefi : whilft I render my country all the 
fervices of which I am capable ; and in a word , 
do every thing that depends on me, with what 

can I reproach my [elf ? The defire of enriching my - 
felf never entered into my thoughts. As I have 
been long employed in the admimflration of the 
Commonwealth , I have had a thoufand opportuni¬ 
ties of am offing great fums of money irreproach- 

Cci-ld a more favourable one be defined\ 
than 1 had feme few years ago ? With the Con- 
fid ar dignity I was fait at the head of a nume¬ 
rous army againft the Sam rites, LucanianSy and 
Bruit tans. I ravaged a great extent of country ; 
I defeated the enemy in freeral battles \ I took 
ma'-y cities full of plunder and opulence \ I en- 
r: ‘he:, the whole army with their fpoils ; I re¬ 
turned every citizen what he had fupplied for the 

ex: e ces of toe war •, and having received the 
*7*7 h'KQiir of a triumph, I fen! four hundred talents 
h f ri: d\ to the public treafiry. After having neglected fo 

ccnfderable a booty, of which I might have ap¬ 
propriated whatever I thought fit after having 
def fed riches fo juftly acquired, and facrificed the 
fp oil j of the enemy to the ferfe of glory, after the 
example of Valerius Publicola , and other great 
perjons, who by their noble difntereftednefs have 
carried the power cf Rome to finch an height ; 

raid it be confident for me to accept the gold and 
fiver you offer me ? Wloai idea would the world 
firm of me ? IVhat example Jhould I fet my coun¬ 
try ? On my return to Rome , bow Jhould 1 fup- 
port its reproaches , or even its looks ? Would 
net our Confers, thofe magif rates wbofe function 
it is to watch ever our difeipline and manners , 
oblige me to give an account before all the world 
of the prefects which you would make me accept ? 
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You therefore fhdl keep your riches , if you pleafe > A 
and I my poverty and reputation . A 

I believe that Dionyfius Halicarnaflenfis 
has put thefe difcourfes into r hc mouths of 
Pyrrhus and Fabricus: but in doing fo, he 
has only expreffed their fentiments in ftronger 
colours, efpecially the latter’s. For fuch was 
the character of the Romans in thofe glorious 
times of the Commonwealth. ( a ) Fabricius 
was truly convinced that there was more giory 
and real greatnefs in being able to defpife all the 
King’s gold, than in reigning. 

How far are we from having fuch noble 
fentiments ? ( b ) It would be deemed groffnefs 
and rufticity amongft us, and to reduce one’s 
felf to a ftate of meannefs and mifery, to be 
contented with fo little, and not to extend one’s 
defires beyond the mere neceffaries of life (c). 
Our ignorance of true greatnefs occafions our 
not difcerning any thing great except in luxury 
and riches. But thefe illuftrious Romans judg¬ 
ed better, and referved their whole efteem and 
admiration, not for indifferent things, for ac¬ 
cidental pofieffions foolifhly employed, but for 
aftions of folid wifdom and virtue. 

Pyrrhus the next day was for furprizing the 
Roman ambaifador, who had never feen an 
elephant, and for trying whether he was as 
intrepid as he was difinterefted. And becaufe 
conftancy or weaknefs principally Ihew them- 

(a) Fabricius Pyrrhi re- tis eft. Seme. F.p. 90, 

gis aurem repulit, majufque f c) Profedo cmnes mor- 
regno jud.'cavit regias opes tales in admirationem fui ra- 
pofle contemnere. bcnec. £p. peret (he /peaks of nMijdom) 
120. relidis his qi ix nunc magna, 

(b) Jam rufticitatis Sc mi- magnorum ignorantia, cre- 
fcjjie ell, velle quantum fa- dimus. Id. Ep. 89. 
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felves in the firft impreffions of furprize, he or¬ 
dered the captain of his elephants to arm the 
greateft of them, to bring him to the place 
where he was to be in converfation with Fabri- 
cius, and to keep him behind a tapeftry in or¬ 
der to make him appear when he gave the fig- 
nah This being accordingly executed, and 
the figna! given, the tapeftry was drawn afide, 
and that enormous animal appeared cn a fud- 
den railing; his trunk over the head of Fabri- 
cius, with an horrid and dreadful cry. Fabri- 
cius, turning calmly towards Pyrrhus, faid with 
a I mile : Neither your gold yefterday , nor your 
cl; 1 bunt io day can alter me. 

That evening the difeourfe at table turned on 
many things: amongft the reft they talked of 
the affairs of Greece, and in particular of the 
different fects of Philcfophers. Cineas dwelt 
particularly upon Epicurus, and repeated what 
the Epicureans thought of the Gods, and the re- 
motenefs which the wife man, according to 
them, curftit to have from the adminiftration 
of public affairs, and the government of ftates. 
He laid, “ That they made the great end and 
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fupreme good of man confift in pieafure ; 

that they inunned dignities and offices, as 
the ruin and bane of that grateful indolence, 
in which they made happinefs confift *, that 
they aicribcd neither love, hatred, r.or anger 
to the Divinity ; that they maintained he 
“ rock no care of mankind, and that they ba- 
nifned him into a file of perfect tranquillity, 
where he palled whole ages void of all af¬ 
fairs, and plunged in an eternal circle of 
pleafures and delights. 5 ' It is highly pro¬ 
bable, that the foft and voluptuous life of the 
Tareniines gave occafion for this difeourfe. 
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(a) Whilft Cineas was fti!l Calking, Fabricius, to A - R - 47*. 

L 1 • 1 r\ • • 5 1 L Ant«C» iStd# 

whom this doctrine was entirely new, and who 
could not conceive how a man who advanced 
fuch maxims fhouki fct up fora fage, efpcciaily Qui fe fa¬ 
in a city diftinguilhed above all other* for wit P ic " tem 
and learning, cried out as loud as he could : tur 


Great Hercules , may the Sammies and Pyrrhus 
follow no other doflrine , whilft they are at war 
with the Romans! 

Which of us, to judge of the manners of the 
ancients from our own, would expett to find the 
fubjedt of converfation amongft great warriors, 
turn not only upon affairs of policy, but matters 
of fcience and morality ? Difcourfe of this kind, 
feafoned with wife reflections and lively repartees, 
is certainly as good as talk, which from the be¬ 
ginning to the end of an entertainment, often 
extends little farther than to praife and extol the 
goodnefs of meats, the fauce of ragouts, and 
the excellency of the wine and liquors, with ex¬ 
clamations worthy of Epicureans. 

Pyrrhus admiring the Roman embaffador’s Return of 
greatnefs of foul, and charmed with his pru- t f eem ^J- 
dence and wifdom, defired the amity and alii-^ 0 

anoe of his republic ftill more pafiionately, in- 
ftead of to make war with it. Taking him 
afide, he conjured him again, alter he Ihould have 
mediated an accommodation between the two 
States, to ftay with him and to live in his court, 
where he fhould have the firft place amongft his 


otne. 


(<7) S.a*re audivi a majori- 
bus naui—mirari folitum 
C\ labricium, quod cum a- 
pud regem Pyrrhum legates 
tile i, au a i ffc t a Tjiciialc v.y- 
nea, efl'e quemdam t her,is 
qui fefapientein piofitcretui: 
eumque dicere omnia qua; fa- 
«ercnius ad VQiuptacem ei'fc 


ref renda. Quod ex co au- 
dicn.es M’ Curium £ T. 
Coruijcanium optare folitos, 
ut id bamnitibus ipiique Pyr¬ 
rho pcrfuadcretur, quo faci- 
ciljih vinci portent, cum fe 
\oluptatibus ded.diifent. Cic. 
vig StJit’3. q 3 . 
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friends and captains. I would not advife you to 
that , replied Fabricius, whifpering him with a 
fmile. You ion l know your own interefl. For 
theft who now honour and admire you , if they once 
knew me, would chufe rather to have me for their 
King than you. Pyrrhus, far from being angry 
at that anfwer, only laughed at it, and valued 
him ftill the more for it. He confided two 
hundred of the prifoners to him, upon condi¬ 
tion, if the Senate would not agree to a peace, 
that they lhould be returned. He even per¬ 
mitted fuch of the reft as were willing to vifit 
their kindred and friends, and to celebrate the 
feaft of the Saturnalia with them, to follow the 
former upon the fame condition. 

Some days after the departure of the Roman 

embaffadors, Pyrrhus made his own fet out. 

* + 

Cineas was at their head. We have laid before, 
that he was his principal counfellor and confi¬ 
dent. He fet a great value upon him, know¬ 
ing his merit, and often faid, that he had gained 
more places by the eloquence of Cineas , than by his 
own arms. Cineas arrived at Rome with a mag¬ 
nificent equipage, and was received there with 
peculiar diftinction. He conferred with the 
principal perfons of the city, and fent to them 
all and to their wives, prcfents in the King’s 
name. Not a fingle man of them would accept 
them. They all anfwered, as their wives did 
alfo, that when Pyrrhus fhould be become the 
friend and ally of Rome by a folemn treaty, he 
fhould have no reafon to be diffatisfied with any 
of the Romans. 

During the final! ftay which he made at 
Rome, he took great care, like a man of fenfe 
and an able negociator, to inform himfelf in 
the manners and cuftoms of the Romans, and 
efpecially of thofe in the higheft credit and re¬ 
putation 
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putation amongft them ; to examine their con- An^c A H'q* 
du£t as well public as private; to ftudy the form 
of their government; and to pry, as circum- 
ftantially as he could, into the forces and re¬ 
venues of the commonwealth. 

When Cineas had been introduced into the The Semite 

Senate, he opened his matter’s propofals, who fJ^p*** 
offered to reftore all their prifoners to the Ro -rhus't 
mans without ranfom, promifed to aid them in offers* 
conquering all Italy, and demanded nothing 
more from them except their amity, and entire 
fecurity for the Tarentines. He did not fail to 
employ all his eloquence on fo important an 
occafion, to exprefs the warm and fincere defire 
of Pyrrhus to make an alliance with a common¬ 
wealth fo powerful, and fo abundant in great 
men ; and at the fame time to fet the urgent 
reafons in all their light, that obliged him to 
intereft himfelf as he did for the inhabitants 
of Tarentum. 

Many in the Senate, moved with the dif- 
courfeof Cineas, feemed inclined to make peace 
with Pyrrhus, confidering it as neceflary, or at 

leaft as very advantagious, to the State: and 
this opinion was neither groundlefs, nor without 
reafon. The Romans had lately been defeated 
in a great battle, and were upon the point of 
fighting a fecond. There was great caufe to 
fear; tor Pyrrhus’s forces had been confiderably 
augmented by thofe of feveral States of Italy his 

confederates. It was the victor himfelf who 


afked peace with as much earneftnefs as if he 
had been conquered, and in confequence the ho¬ 
nour of Rome was fate. The deliberation con- Ap. Cl&u- 


tinued feveral days j and as nothing got air dimprt- 

abroad, it made Cineas very uneafy. peace frZxi 

The courage of the Romans in theie circum-^ w *^ fM . 
fiances, had occafion for being animated by the cludtd. 
Vo l. III. A a famous 
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*• R ' 471. famous Appius Claudius an illuftrious Senator, 

1 .. whom his great age and the lofs of fight, had 

obliged to retire from public affairs, and to con¬ 
fine him felt to his hcufe, which was a little 
commonwealth to him. (a) He had four Tons 

v * 

men grown, and five daughters, without reck¬ 
oning a great number of clients under his pro¬ 
tection. Blind, and much advanced in years, 
as he was, he governed fo numerous a family 
with wonderful order. His mind was always 
like a bent bow, and did not fink under, nor 
abandon itlelf to, the languor of old age. He 
was feared by his domeftics, honoured by his 
children, and beloved by all men. He had 
known how to retain all the authority of com¬ 
mand in his houfefthat was regarded as a fchool 
of virtue and love of the public, in which the 
ancient rules and cuftoms of Rome were religi- 
oufly obferved. 

Such was Appius. (b) Upon the fpreadingof 
a rumour in the city, that the Senate were incli¬ 
ned to accept the offers of Pyrrhus, he caufed 
himfelf to be carried to the alfembly, where 
every body kept a profound filence, affoon as he 
appeared. The venerable old man, to whom 

M Quatiior robuilos filios, gebat in ilia domo patrius 
quinque filias, tantam do- mos, & difciplina. Cic. de 
mum, turns ciier.teias Ap- Send 7 . 11. 
piu= regebr.t Sc fen ex Sc cx- (b) Ad Ap. Claudii fenec- 
cu 5 . Intentum enim animum, tutem accedebat etiam ut cx- 
tanqu; ir. arcum. habibat; nec cus eiTet. Tamen is, cum 
langueiceio Vuccaisbebat fe- iententia patrum ad pacem 
nectuti. Tenebat non modo inclinaret, Sc fccdus facien- 
audoriratem, fed etiam im- dum cum Pyrrho, non dubi- 
per:um in fuo<. Metuebant tavit dicere ilia qua: vcriibus 
eum icrrvi, verebantur liberi, perfecutus eit Ennius: 
car^m omne? habebai.t. Vi- 

Quo vob’s mcntes, reftx quae Hare fo’ebant 
Antehsc, dementes lefe f.exere viaV r 

Cic. de Sene Si. 6. 

■ zeal 
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zeal for the honour of his country feemecl to A R ; 472. 
have reftored all his priftine vigour, demonftra- Ant,v " lSo 
ted by reafons equally ftrong and fenfible, that 
they were going to ruin all the glory Rome had 
hitherto acquired by a fhameful treaty. Tiu-ri 

tranfported with a noble indignation: Wbat % 
fa id he, are become of thofe lofty difcourfes 
which you held , and which have been re-echoed 
throughout the earthy that if Alexander the Great 
had cme to Italy in the time of our youth, and in 
the vigour of our father's years , he would not have 
acquired the reputation of invincible \ but that he 
would have added new glory to Rome , either by bis 
flight or his death ? And do you now tremble at the 
bare name of a Pyrrhus , who has pajfed his life in 
making his court to one of Alexander s guards , p to lomy, 
who wanders like an adventurer from country to 
counhy y to Jhun the enemies he has at home ; and 
has the infolence to promifeyou the conquefl of Ita¬ 
ly with the fame troops that have not been able to 
preferve him a finall part of Macedonia. He 
faid abundance of other things to the fame ef- 
feft, which re-animated the Roman generofity, 

and difpelled all the fears of the fenate. 

(a) Cato, Or rather Cicero, ufes this example 
of Appius, to prove, that age does not make 
men incapable of being ufeful to their country. 

Great affairs are not effe&ed by ftrength and 
aftivity of body, but by good fenfe, right rea- 
fon, and wife councils, founded in longexperi- 


(<?) Nihil afFerunt, qui in 
re gerenda veriari lenectutem 
ijtegant, fimiiefque funt, ut 
{] qui gubernatorem in navi- 
gando agere nihil dicant, cum 
alii malos fcandant, alii per 
foros curfitent, alii fentinam 
exhauriant; il'.e autem cla- 
vum tcnem\ fedeat in pup- 

A 


pi quietus. Non facit ea 
qua; juvenes: at vero multo 
majora & meliora facit. Non 
viribus —~aut celeritate cor¬ 
poris res magnx ge; untur, fed 
confilio, audoritate, & fen- 
tentia: quibus non modo non 
orbari, led etiam augeri fe- 
nedus folet. Cict dt Sene ft, '6, 

a 2 ence j 
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ence ; advantages which age, fo far from im- 
’ pairing, augments and confirms. To what is 
the good fleering of a vefiel owing ? Is it to 
the crew who run up and down, and are always 
in motion, or to the fkill of the pilot, who 
feems quiet and idle, whilft he manages the 
helm ? This is what Appius did on the occa- 
fion in queflion. His authority fwayed the 
whole Senate. By their common confent and 
unanimous voices the following anfwer was 
given to Cineas. That Pyrrhus Jbould begin by 
quit ting Italy. That then , if he thought fit, be might 
€ fend to aft pace. But that , as long as he jhould 
continue in their country in arms , the Romans 
would make war agair.fi him with all their forces, 
:cn though he had beat a tbcufand Levinus 9 s . 

We fee here fome of thole grand ftrokes 
which characterize the Roman people, as well 
as fome of the great principles of policy, which 
railed them to fo high a point of power and re¬ 
putation*; Never to give way to an enemy in ad- 
verfity, and to fbcw at that time more courage 
and loflinefs than rcer. 

Cineas had received orders to. quit Rome the 

fame day, and he did fo. The Senate’s anfwer 
flrangelv furprized Pyrrhus. So amazing a con- 
ftancy, which he was far from expeftir.g, fhewed 
him that he ill knew the Roman people, and 
that thole who had flattered him they were en¬ 
tirely difeouraged by their defeat, had given 
him a falfe idea of them. When he afked Ci¬ 
neas, what he thought of the Senate and Rome 
during his flay there, that wife minifter, who 
was not aceuflomed to flatter, and who had a 
mafler to deal with that did not require adula¬ 
tion, replied : That the city feemed to him a tern* 

and the Senate an affembly of Kings. Noble 
d juft idea of both the one and the other! fo 

3 much 
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much were the Gods univerfally refpefted in 
Rome, and fomuch dignity and grandeur were 
there in the deliberations of that auguft body. 
And as to the number of the inhabitants, which 


A. R. 472. 
Ant.C.iSo, 


he had obferved in their cities and countries, 
Cineas told him, That be much feared Pyrrhus 
was fighting with an Hydra of Lerna , whom its 
very lofjes would multiply and'firengihen. 


SECT* IV. 


Cenfus of the Roman citizens. Second battle with 
Pyrrhus near Afculum. Fabric ins the Conful 
informs Pyrrhus that his pbyfician had offer¬ 
ed to poifon him. Pyrrhus goes io Sicily to 
ciffifi the Syracufans again ft the Carthaginians. 
The latter renew the treaty with the Romans. 
Rafis enterprizs of the new Confuls. Rufinas 
takes Crotona andLocri. Pyrrhus quits Sicily , 
and returns to Italy. Citizen punijhed for refn- 
fmg to lift. Third and laft battle with Pyrrhus : 
vWory gained by Curias. Famous triumph of 
that Conful. Pyrrhus deceives his allies , and 
fieals away from Italy . Ccnforft:ip remarkable 

for great feverities , 


T HIS year the Cenfus was complete--* :•} ° 
a Plebeian Cenfor for the firft u::'t Tre¬ 
number of the citizens amounted to two f. r 


dred and feventy-two thoufand two huiK.-en 
and twenty-two. This ceremony was perform¬ 
ed with pomp and ritesot religion. The mini- 
iter in them was one of the Cenfors, to whom 
it gave a pre-eminence in point of honour and 
diftinftion over his coilcgue. Though the Ple¬ 
beians had been admitted to the Ceniorihip fix- 
ty-eight years, no Plebeian Cenfor had ever 
adted in this function hitherto. 
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a. R. 47-* At this time may be dated the pretended pro- 
^ject of Pyrrhus for laying a bridge over the fea 
c. ic. between Hydruntuin [Otranto) and Apollonia, 

to facilitate the palfage and commerce between 
Epirus and Italy. The palfage, according to 
Pliny, was fifty miles. The enterprize was 
abfurd, but much in Pyrrhus’s character, who, 
as well as Nero, was fond of bold and extra- 
~:dt. ordinary projects: incredibilium cupilor. 

Jinn. l.i 5. 

c - 4 2 - P. Sulpicius Saver r 10. 


a. R. 473- p. Decius Mus. 

Ant.C* 2,9* , . , 

c ^ f Pyrrhus, at the beginning of the fpring, had 

taken the field, and entered Apulia, where he 
Pxrri-us had already taken fome cities. The new Con- 
r'arJ/cu-fa Is arr ived there foon after with two Confular 


Frcir.fh. 


armies, and halted at Afculum near the enemy. 
Lj f.c. 36 Every thing denounced an approaching battle, 
—jz. and both Tides prepared for it. The armies 
l were f e p ara ted only by a river. A report fpread 
c 5 ' that the Conful Decius, after the example of his 

father and grandfather, intended to devote him- 
felf for his country ; which terrified the army 
of Pyrrhus. He re-allured his foldicrs, and 
told them that victory was not obtained by 
devoting one’s lelf, but by fighting valiantly 
And to remove allcaufe of fear, after telling 
them in what manner the Conful would be ha¬ 
bited, in cale he devoted himfelf, he gave them 
notice not to difeharge their darts at him, but 
to take him alive. Zonaras adds, that Pyr¬ 
rhus fent to tell Decius not to think of devo¬ 
ting himfelf; for if he did, he would have 
caufc to repent it. 

The Confuls, in order to be in a condition 
to give battle, cauled Pyrrhus to be afked, 
whether he would pafs the river, or exped them 
on his fide. He chofe the latter. The two 


armies 
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armies were equal both as to number and va-£^473* 
Jour, and each confided of forty thoufand men. ' 9 * 

The battle was fought with great obftinacy. 

The Romans fuftained the phalanx of Pyrrhus, 
which was the moil terrible part of his army, 
with abundance of courage. The elephants, 
which were no longer new to them, gave them 
lefs trouble. The ardor and refolutions of 
both armies were great, and it was very hard 
60 feparate them, which was not done till night, 
and after Pyrrhus had been wounded in the 
arm with a javelin, and his baggage plunder¬ 
ed by the Apulians. Nothing certain can be 
faid of the fuccefs, fo much authors differ on 
that head. The mod probable opinion is, that 
the lofs was great, and almoft equal on both 
fides. It is not known whether Decius devoted 
himfelf or not. Cicero in more places rbanTufc. r. 
one, affirms the firft. The lofs of the books 3r* 
of Livy, where the matters of which we are^ e ^ 
fpeaking, were treated at large, occafions great " 
uncertainty and obfcurity in this place, What¬ 
ever the event of this battlenear Afculum might 
be, there was no other a&ion this year. New 
Ccmfuls were however nominated at Rome. 


C. Fabricius Lvscinus IL 
Q^.ZEmilius Pa pus II. 


A. R. 4:4. 

Ant.C. 27$, 


Thcfe two illuftrious Confuls had already 

• _ . . • > r ■ • 1 A 1 


been collegues in this office. 


Fair ictus 

Whilft they were informs 

Pyrrhus, 
that his 


encamped, a ftranger came to Fabricius with 
a letter from the King’s phyfician, who offered 
to poifon Pyrrhus, if the Romans would 
give him a reward proportioned to the fervice 
he fhould do them, in terminating fo great a 
war without any danger to them. Fabricius, 
retaining the fame fund of probity and juftice 

A a 4 in 
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a. r. 4--i. in the miclft of war, which furni(hes lb many 
Aat ’ ,2/ ' pretexts for violating both, and knowing, that 

there are inviolable rights in refpeft even to ene¬ 
mies, was (truck with juft horror at fuch a pro- 
pofal. As he had not fuffered himfelf to be 
overcome by the King’s gold, he believed alfo, 
that it was infamous to conquer the King by 
ooifon. After having conferred upon it with 
i;s collegue iEmilius, he immediately wrote to 
Pyrrhus, to advife him to be upon his guard 
againft fo black a treachery. His letter was 
conceived in thde terms. 

CAIUS FABRICIUS, 

AND 

QUINTUS jT MILIU S, 

Coss. 

• To King PYRRHUS, 

Health. 


Y'O v feem t r judge ill both of your friends and 
enemies \ and you will agree with us in this , 
when you have read the letter, which has been 
wrote to us. For you will fie, that you make 
war upon a people of worth and honour, and re- 
prfc your whole confidence in the vile and per¬ 
fidious. It is not only out of regard to you that 
vc fend ycu this advice , but to ourfelves, that 
your death may not give occcfion for calumniat¬ 
ing us, and that the world may not think we had 


r 

LA* 


rcc our fie to treachery , becaufe we defpaired of be¬ 
ing able to terminate this war happily by our 


vraour. 


Pyrrhus 
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Pyrrhus on the receipt of this letter, cried A * 
out: (a) This is Fabricius \ it is eafter to make* 1 
the Sun quit his courfe , than to make him depart 
from juftice and probity . When he had fully 
difcovcred the truth of the faft mentioned in 
the letter, he punifhed his phyfician with death. 
And to teftify his gratitude to Fabricius and 
the Romans, he fent the Conful all the prifo- 
ners he had taken without ranfom, and deputed 
Cineasto him again, to endeavour to conclude 
a peace with him. The Romans, who would 

neither accept a favour from the enemy, nor a 
reward for not having committed the mod a- 
bominable injuftice againft him, did not re- 
fufe the prifoners, but returned them a like 
number of Tarentines and Samnites. And as 
to what regarded the treaty of peace and amity, 
they adhered to the firft anfwer of the Senate. 

Seneca, in comparing the addon of Fabri¬ 
cius, of which we have juft fpoke, with his 
noble difintereftednefs in refufmg the offers of 
Pyrrhus, and ( b) reprefenting him as a man truly 
worthy of admiration, who adhered inviolably 
to the principles of probity, who ftiewed him- 
felf juft and virtuous in the midft of the licen- 
tioufnefsof wars, and who knew that there are 
rules of honour even in regard to enemies, 
which cannot be violated without guilt. Se¬ 
neca, I fay, had reafon to conclude. That not 
to fuffer himfelf to be conquered by gold, and 
to difdain to conquer by poifon, are two ac¬ 
tions which arife from the fame fund, the fame 

(a) Hie eft ille Fabricius, pli tenacem ; quod difficilli- 
qui difficilius ab itinere jufti mum eft, in hello innocen- 
& honefti, quam a curfu fuo tem, qui aliquod efle crede* 
fol averti polfit. Eutrop. ret eciamin hofte nefas. Sen . 

(b) Admirati fumus ingen- Ep . izq. 

tem virum - bomexem- 

c;reatncfs 

D 
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j greatnefs of foul. Ejufdem animi fuit , #0# 

’ war/, veneno ncn vine ere. 

The fame (a) Seneca afks, whether that il- 
luftrious Roman was very unfortunate, or much 
to be lamented, for cultivating his little eftate 
with his own hands, when not employed by 
the Commonwealth, for making war no lefs 
againfl riches than Pyrrhus, and for being con¬ 
tented with the herbs and roots for his whole 
food, which his triumphant hands had planted 
and watered in his field ? 

He afks almoft the fame queftion in refpeft 
toCurius. Can {b) we believe, fays he, that 
our Dictator, who gave the Samnites audience, 
whilft he was drefilng his herbs over the fire 
with the fame hands that had lo often put the 
enemy to flight, and placed the triumphal lau¬ 
rel in the lap of Jupiter Capitolinus, led a lefs 
happy life than the famous Apicius of our 
time, who fetting himfelf up for the great 
prcfefTor of good eating and drinking, has in¬ 
fected and corrupted the whole age by his un¬ 
happy (kill in gluttony. 

The ancients took great care to fet their juft 
value upon thefe truly eftimable aftions, and 
to perpetuate the remembrance of them. It is 
not the fame amongft us, with whom the moft 


(a) Infelix eft Fabricius, 
quod ms {bum, quantum a 
Rep. vacavit, fodit ? quod 
helium tam cum Pvrrho, 

4 

quam cum divitiis gerit ? 
quod ad focum ccenat illas 
ipfas radices k herbas, quas 
in sgro repurgando trium¬ 
phal^ ienex vuliit. Seme, de 
Prcv'.u cap. \ 

if) Scilicet minus beate 
vivebat Dictator nofter, cui 


Samnitium legatos audit, cum 
viliftimum cibum in foco ipfe 
manu fua verfaret, ilia qua 
jam tape hoftem percuflerat, 
laureamque in Capitolini Jo- 
vis gremio repofuerat; quam 
Apicios noftra memoria vixit! 
qui feientiam pop in x pro- 
felTu-, difeiplina l'ua feculum 
infecit. Snice. de cckjqL ad 
Ha Hearn, c. 1 ©. 


memo- 
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memorable fadts often remain buried in obfcu- A - 
rity. Lewis XI. caufed his perpetual enemy, comiiuv! 
Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, to be 13. 
informed of the treachery of Campobaffo the 
Italian. 

I return to Pyrrhus. He was in great per- Pyrrhus 
plexity. Having loft his beft troops and goes to Si- 
braveft officers, he rightly perceived that he c jjy 
could not fet a new army on foot like the Ro-^w*- 
mans, who U) even from their defeat derived gamftthc 
new forces and new ardor to continue the war. Cartha g/- 
Whilft thefe fad thoughts engroffed him, and™ 2 *'* 
he.faw fcarce any refource, and no honourable 
method for extricating himfelf from an enter- 
prize, in which he had engaged too inconfider- 
ately, a ray of hope and good fortune revived 
his courage. On the one fide, deputies ar¬ 
rived from Sicily, who came to put Syracufe, 
Agrigentum, and Leontium, into his hands, and 
to implore his aid againft the Carthaginians. 

On the other, couriers from Greece brought 
him advice, that Macedonia feemed to hold 
out her hands, and to offer him her throne. He 
determined for Sicily, and without lofs of time 
fent Cineas thither before him, to treat with 
the people who called him into their aid, and 
to allure them that he would immediately fol¬ 
low in perfon. Then, leaving a great garrifon 

in Tarentum againft the confent of the inhabi¬ 
tants, who law with pain that Pyrrhus abandon¬ 
ed and however kept them in fubjedtion, he 
promifed them, in cafe they were preffcd by 
the Romans, to fly with the utmoft expedition 
to their aid, which he could eafily do, as he 
was very near them. He had been two years, 
and four months in Italy. 

(a) Ab ipfo ducit ores animumque ferro, Herat. 

Befides 
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c 6 JL 


Junius 
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* c ~Lf Bcfides the hope of making himfelf matter of 
’ft) powerful an ifland, he defired to be revenged 
i--.:: -• on [he Carthaginians, who had openly declared 

a^ainft him. They had fent Mam with an 

/•“ w J O ^ 

; .hundred and twenty galleys, to offer their fer- 
vice, and that of their fleet to the Romans a- 
J ■' ’ CJ - ; tzaintt Pvrrhus, obferving that againft a foreign 

j / > ^ CJ j ' O w vJ 

*TC' 7 ‘. enemy, a foreign aid feemed fufficiently for 
r t ri-v. { .4 their i mere ft. Their offers were not accepted r 

the Senate anfvered, that Rome undertook no 
war fhe was not capable of terminating with 

Tf- 1 i her own forces. However the treaty between 

the two States was renewed now for the fourth 
rime. To the former articles was added, 'That 
whether the Remans or Carthaginians made a 
treaty c xi:b Pyrrhus , it Jhould be exprefsly men- 
a in /V, that the free people Jhould be at liber¬ 
ty io aid each other, 'risen either of them jhould 
be a:ta:red: Thac : ;; j - r h cafe , the Carthaginians 
jhould f.mijh Jhips j that each people jhould pay 
their oz: 7 irccp> . That thoje oj the Carthagi¬ 
nians Li ijlijt the Romans by fea, but that 

they j:.-; :.u* no 1 : ' obliged to quit tbeir /hips a- 

« -f • • • A + f 1 ^ 
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The Carthaginians offered fo 


powenui 
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. .-J to the Romans not fo much 
.at ion for them, as to make Pyr- 
; of going to Sicily, and to pre- 
o«n interfering in their conquefts 
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] /s abfence gave the Confuls oppor- 
V . ) acquire fome advantages over the 
£. . .rians, Lucanians, Brutians and Samnites. 

* 

P. Cornelius Rue in us II. 

. C. Junius Br utus II. 

c 

ll Rufinus was generally efteemed for his mili- 
tary abilities. ar:d as generally decried for his 

. -i. * ' O 4 

avarice 
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avarice and pafiion for enriching himfelf, that 
occafioned his committingabundance of oppref- ’ ’~' v * 
fions, which had made Fabricius, that great 
lover of poverty, his declared enemy. It was 
however the fame Fabricius, who by his credit 
occafioned* Rufinus to be nominated Conful, 
becaufe in the prefent conjun&ure, the Com¬ 
monwealth wanted a good general, and none of 
thofe who flood for that office, feemed to him 
to have the necefiary talents. When (a) Ruli- 
nus cameto thank him for it, quite aftoniflied 
at an intereft: he fo little expefted, Fabricius 
told him, My reafon for fuch a condnft is , be- 
caufe I bad rather be plundered by the Conful , 
than fold by the enemy. 

The Confuls left the Tarentines quiet for Rtfo er- 
fome time, in order to attack the Samnites. 

The latter finding, that the whole weight 
the war fell upon them •, that their country was'Frcinlh* 
deftroyed ; and that they could not refill fuch™- £ * 
numerous troops thought proper to take re¬ 
fuge, with their wives and children and moll 
valuable effefts, upon very high and fteep 
mountains. The Romans full of contempt for 
enemies that fled before them, undertook to at¬ 
tack them there, but without obferving any or¬ 
der, and taking any precautions. Their teme¬ 
rity cod them dear. The Samnites, pudding 
them with voilies of darts and (tones in diffi¬ 
cult places, killed a confiderable number of 
them. Many fell down the precipices, and 
were miferably daflied to pieces. Others who 


(a) Cum Fabricio P. Cor¬ 
nelius, homo, ut exillimaba- 
tur, avara% & furnx, Ted e- 
gregie fortis & bonus im pe¬ 
rn tor, gratias ageret, quod 
fc homo inimicus Confutem 


fcciilct, hello pncfertim mag- 
no & gravi: nihil ell quo 
milii gratias agas, inquit; 

ma^ui compilari quam venire, 
Cic. 2 ■ de Or at. 26 b\ /Jut. 

0 ( 11 . 1V. s’. 
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AxrC 4 a 7 --. C0U ld neither efcape nor defend ehemfelves were 

taken alive. The lofs was great, and the fhame 
ftill more fo. The Confuls difcontented with 
each other, and each attributing the difadvan- 
tage they had fuftained to hiscollegue, divided 
in hopes of fucceeding better, when they added 
feparately, and in their own names. Brutus 
continued with his legions in Samnium; and 
Rufinus advanced into the territories of the Lu- 
canians and Brutians. The firft thing he did 
there, was to ruin the country ; after which he 
formed the defign of a more important enter- 

Rufirms prize. This was the fiege of Crotona, a very 

takes Cr*- g reat anc ] r ; c h c j t y 5 fauate at the extremity of 

Italy, near the promontory of Lacinium, thro* 
which the river fEfarus ran. He did not rely 
upon taking it by force, but by intelligence, 
as he had been given reafon to hope, becaufe 
the inhabitants were highly diffatisfied with 
Pyrrhus. He would undoubtedly have made 
himfelf mailer of it; but the Crotoniates, whe¬ 
ther they fufpefted any thing, or had been ap¬ 
prized of the confpiracy, had caufed aid to 
come from Tarentum. Rufinus, who was not 
informed of this, having approached the walls 
with too much fecurity, that new reinforce¬ 
ment of Lucanians commanded by Nicoma- 
chus, and fupported by the garrifon, made a 
terrible falley upon the Conful, put him into 
diforder, and killed abundance of his troops. 
He quitted the fiege, and prepared to march 
away directly. That news foon lpread in Cro¬ 
tona. At the fame indent a prifoner who had 
efcaped from the enemies camp, arrived, and 
declared that Rufinus was going to attack Lo- 
cri, in effect of a promifc made to open the 
gates to him. Another arrived prefently afrer, 
who added, that the army ot the enemy was up¬ 
on 
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on the march. And accordingly the enfigns 
and troops were feen at diftance in motion n * ‘ 277< 
upon, the way that led to Locri. No time was 
loft. Necomachus fet out with his Lucanians 
by by-ways to aid Locri'. The march of Ru- 
finus was only a feint. He returned immedi¬ 
ately, fell fuddenly on Crotona, and made him- 
felf mafter of it, almoft before the inhabitants 
knew he was come back; a thick fog which 
rofe very opportunely for him having, favoured 
him fo much. Nicomachus did not difcover 
his blind credulity, till it was too late to re¬ 
trieve it; and to compleat his misfortune, when 
he returned to Tarentum, he was attacked by 
Rufinus, loft part of his troops, and efcaped 
himfelf with great difficulty. Upon this news, 
the inhabitants of Locri, whofuffered the yoke 
of Pyrrhus with impatience, furrendered them- 
felves to the Romans. Rufinus, on his return 
to Rome, received the honour of a triumph. 

Q. Fabius Maximus Gurges II. f R A 47ff ; 

/^i Ant# 0.276# 

C. Genucius Llepsina. 

The Samnites, Lucanians, and Brutianswere p nr bus 
vigoroufly prefled by the two Confuls. Re- fuitjSicily, 
duced to great extremities they fent deputies to andrc : 
Pyrrhus, to let him know that if he did not 7^^ 
aid them immediately, they were utterly un¬ 
done : that they could fupport the Romans no 
longer, and that to prevent their entire ruin, 
they (hould be obliged tofurrender themfelves. 

This deputation arrived very happily to extri¬ 
cate him out of the difficulty he was under. 

Every thing had at firft fucceeded in Sicily be¬ 
yond what he could have expefted. Thole 
good fucceffes were as much the fruits of his 
mildnefs,generofity, and infinuating behaviour, 

as 
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' 'Great profperity is great temptation. It cor¬ 
rupted in him thofe amiable qualities, and made 
them degenerate into haughtinefs, rigor, and 
even cruelty, and rendered him odious and 
infupportable to the States of Sicily. In con- 
fequence of this general difguft every thing 
tended to a revolution far from advantagious to 


him. He therefore was overjoyed with having 
an honourable pretext for leaving Sicily. On 
quitting it, refiefting upon the happy fituation 
of the ifland, and the riches of its cities: 0 my 
friends , faid he to thofe who furrounded him, 
what a fine field of battle do we leave to the Ro¬ 
mans and Carthaginians ? 

In his paflage he was attacked and defeated 

firft by the Carthaginians, and afterwards by 

the Mamertines, and driven by a violent ftorm, 

which deftroyed part of his fleet: he did not 

arrive at Tarentum with twenty thoufand foot 

¥ 

and three thoufand horfe, till after having un¬ 
dergone many misfortunes and difafters. 

Rome in the mean time was much afflifted 
with a plague. To get rid of it, a ceremony, 
of which we have fpoken before, was employ¬ 
ed, which was to drive a nail into the temple 
of Jupiter in the Capitol j and for that purpofe 
a Dictator was exprefsly nominated, who was, 
as is believed, Cornelius Rufinus. 


A . R. 
Azi.C 
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Citizen tu- The war was another fcourge, which had Lift- 
njcedf r ed many years, and of which every body was 
baling re- ver y weary*, fo that when Curiuswas fornnk- 

ing the levies as ul'ual in the Capitol, and or- 
Val. Max.de red the citizens whom he thought proper to 

vi- s- lift, 
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lift, to be called by name, according to cuftom, A< 
none of them anfwered. He believed, that to 
put a ftop to that diforder, the good of the 
public required an example to be made. Ac¬ 
cordingly he ordered the names of all the tribes 
to be put into an urn : and the lot having fal¬ 
len upon the tribe Pollia, and afterwards by a 
fecond operation of the like nature, upon a 
certain citizen of that tribe, he caufed him to 
be fummoned to lift feveral times fucceffively. 
As he did not comply, he ordered his effefts 
to be fold. Upon that he immediately 
ran and appealed to the Tribunes, who paid 
no regard to his appeal. The Conful then hav¬ 
ing declared, that the Commonwealth had no 
occafion for a citizen who refufed her his obe¬ 
dience, fold both his eftate and himfelf. This 
afterwards became a cuftom. Such feverity 
was ufeful. The levies were made dire&ly, 
and the Confuls fet out, Lentulus for Licania, 
and Curius for Samnium. 

Pyrrhus immediately quitted Tarentum, and 
took the field in order to march againft Curius. 
The Samnites retained a fecret refentment for 
his having abandoned them to go to Sicily, 
and did not furnifh him with the troops he de¬ 
manded without difficulty. But their own in- 
tereft, and the danger they were in, determin¬ 
ed them to comply. He divided his army in¬ 
to two bodies. The one he fent into Luca- 
nia, to oppofe Lentulus who was there, and 
to prevent him from marching to the aid of his 
collegue. As to him, with the fecond body 
he marched againft M’ Curius, who was in¬ 
trenched in an advantagious poft near the city 
of Beneventum, in expectation or the aid which 

was to come from Lucania. 

Vol. III. Bb 
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For this reafon Pyrrhus made hafte to attack 
him. He chofe the beft of his troops, and the 
mofl warlike and beft provided of his ele¬ 
phants, and fet out in the clofe of the evening 
to furprize him in his camp. But early the 
next Morning the Romans difcovered him a^ 
he was coming down the mountains, on which 
night and the difficulty of the way had detained 
him longer than he expedted. Curius quitted 
his intrenchments with fome troops, and char¬ 
ged the firft he came up with. Having prut 
them to flight with lofs, all the reft were feiz- 
ed with terror. A great number of them .were 
killed, and fome elephants taken. 

This fucc,efs emboldened the Conful to make 
his army quit their poft in order to come to a 
general aftion in the open field. He had at 
firft the advantage of one of his wings, and put 
the enemy into diforder. Pyrrhus then had re- 
courfe to his elephants, and by their means 
made the other wing give way, and puftied it as 
far as the body of referve. He there found good 
troops in arms, and quite frefh. They had 
learnt in the laft battle, that not only arms, but 
fire particularly, was necefiary to be ufed for 
repulfing the elephants. For that purpofe they 
had contrived a machine refembling a dart, of 
which the hollow iron was filled and wrapt 
round with combuftibles, as pitch, tow, and 
the like. At the extremity the machine had a 

point in order to its flicking faft. They dif- 
charged thefe inftruments lighted againft the 
backs and towers of the elephants, and whe¬ 
ther they ftuck to the flefli or the tower, they 
continued burning, and ftrangely tormented 
thofe animals. Others pierced them with their 
pikes and darts. AU together forced the ele¬ 
phants to lurn their backs upon their own bat¬ 
talions : 
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talions: v/hich occafioned fuch a confufion, and A 
fo great a diforder, that the Romans at laft A 
gained a compleat vidtory. 

The Romans killed twenty-fix thoufand of 
the enemy in this battle, and took thirteen hun¬ 
dred, with eight elephants. Pyrrhus efcaped to 
Tarentum with a fmall number of horfe. His 
camp was taken. The difpofition of it was ad¬ 
mired, and afterwards ufed by the Romans, 
(a) Anciently they and the other nations of Italy 
had no camp marked out, the foldiers pitching 
their tents after the manner of ihepherds, with¬ 
out obferving lines or any other precaution, ex¬ 
cept not removing too far from their own corps. 
Pyrrhus was the firft who gave them the exam¬ 
ple of inclofing the whole army within the com- 
pafs of the fame camp •, the poft of each body 
of troops being marked out in fixed places with 
wonderful order. The Romans, in procefs of 
time, made great improvements in that part of 

military knowledge which relates to encamp¬ 
ments. 

This laft vidtory over Pyrrhus may be faid 
in fome fenfe to have been worth the conqueft 
of all nations to the Romans, or at leaft to have 
contributed much towards it. For the valour 
they Ibewed in this battle, and the great things 
they had done in the others, againft fuch an 
enemy as Pyrrhus, infinitely augmented their 
reputation, forces, and confidence in themfelves, 
and caufed them to be confidered as invincible. 
By the vidtory over Pyrrhus, they became the 
indifputable mailers of all Italy between the two 

(a) Caftra antiquitus Ro- ros noffet antiquitas. Pyrrhus, 
ttiani ceteneque gentes paflim Epirotarum rex, primus to¬ 
per corpora cohortium velut turn exercitum fub eodem val- 
mapalia conflituere foliti e- lo continere inilituit. Fran - 
rant, cum {bios urbium mu- tin. 1 . 4. c. 1. 

■ 
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,a.r*477 * feas. Sicily foon followed, where the wars with 
Anuc.ijy Carthage began ; and after they had humbled 

that powerful rival, they found nothing that 
could oppofe them. 

Qr.firfoip This year, fo glorious abroad for the fuccefs 
famous for 0 f the war, was rendered illuftrious alfo at home 
fria five- feverity and zeal for the fupport of difcipline 

Liv*. Epit. anc ^ good manners in the city. Fabricius Luf- 
14. cinus and iEmilius Papus exercifed the Cenfor- 
AuI.GeU. (^jp together with great union. They degra- 

17 c * 21, ded feveral Knights and Senators. But the moft 

extraordinary of their proceedings was the note 
of infamy which they fet upon Cornelius Rufi- 
nus. He had been twice Conful, and once Di- 
dtator. The Cenfors excluded him from the Se¬ 
nate, and gave for their reafon, that they were 
informed he had ten pounds of filver plate for 
his table. His family laboured long under this 
dilgrace, and did not entirely retrieve it till Syl- 
la, who was the firft defendant of Rufinus that 
attained the ConfuHhip. [a) One can fcarce be¬ 
lieve, fays an author, that what would one day 
be confidered in the fame city as a poor and moft 
contemptible quantity of plate, fhould ever have 
been condemned in it as an excefs of luxury: fo 
much in honour were fimplicity and frugality in 
thofe happy ages. After the Cenfus was com- 
pleated, it was clofed with the ufual ceremonies. 
The number of the citizens were found to be 
rwo hundred and feventy-one thoufand two hun¬ 
dred and twenty-four. 

About the end of the year the two Confuls 
entered the city in triumph. Curius received 

that honour firft. His triumph was the moft 

illuftrious, as well for the greatnefs of the events, 


( a) Vix credibile eft, intra 
idem poracerium decern pon- 
do argenti & invidiofum fu- 


ifle cenfum, & inopiara ha- 
beri con temptifiimam, Val. 
Max, l. c, 9. 
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as the joy occafioned by terminating fo impor- A 'R- 477. 
tant a war fuccefsfully, and even the pomparid' Ant,c, * 7S * 
Jpiendar of the Shew. Hitherto, as the Ro¬ 
mans had only triumphed over the neighbouring 
States, ntoft of whom were fufficientiy poor: 
the whole fight confided of little more than co¬ 
lours, broken arms, and chariots of the Gauls; 
and all the booty, of flocks and herds of great 
and imall cattle. But in This the different na¬ 
tions whofe captives were led in the front of the 
proceffion, and the magnificence of the fpoils, 
extremely exalted the triumph. The Epirots, 
Theflfalians, Macedonians, Apulians, Lucani- 
ans, and Brutians, were led in chains before the 
vidtor s chariot. Statues and the fineft paintings 
of the moft famous artifls, gold, filver, purple, 
other rarities from beyond fea, with all that ad- 
miniftred to the luxury of the Tarentines. But 
what ftruck the fpe&ators, and attra&ed their 
attention moft, was four elephants out of eight 
that had been taken. The reft had died of their 
wounds. The largenefs, height and figure of 
thofe animals, their trunk, which they moved 
on all fides, and which ferved them inftead of 
an hand, the heavy towers on their backs, ftill 
almoft aftonifhed and terrified the fpeclators. 

(a) It is certain, that the Roman people beheld 
nothing with fo much pleafure as thofe oxen of 
Lucania, (for that was the name the fimplicity 
of the Romans of thofe times gave elephants) 
which following the viftorious horfe with their 
heads hanging down, feemed to have a ienie of 
their captivity. 

(s) Nihil libentius pop. fenfu captivitatis, fuinmiflU 
Roman us afpexit, quam illas, cervicibus viSores equos 1 'e* 
quas timuerat, cum turribus quebantur. Fhr.Lx.c. i'3> 
fuis belluas: quse, non fine 
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The other ConfuPs triumph was not till fome 
weeks afterwards. It was very far from being 
fo fplendid as that which preceded it: but how¬ 
ever, it deferves to be remembered. Lentulus 


had defeated the Samnites and Lucanians, and 


taken many of their towns. Not merit, but 
occafion only, had been wanting on- his fide) 
and the too fhining glory of his collegue had 
fomewhat eclipfed his. 

At Rome nothing was feen but joy. The 
States of Italy and Pyrrhus were in very diffe¬ 
rent difpofitions. The fird had long differed 
that Prince's fway with pain, upon whofe faith 
and aid they could no longer rely. The lofs 
of the lad battle had raifed their difcontent to 


the higheft pitch, and in their prefent date of 
defpair, they conceiyed a thoufand violent 
thoughts. Pyrrhus was not ignorant of this, 
and revolved nothing but how to remove from 
Italy, and to find, if he could, a plaufible pre¬ 
text to cover his honour. The more this defign 
engroffed him, the more he difguifed it, in order 
to be in a condition to execute it with the great¬ 
er fafety and promptitude. 

He faw his allies in the greated fadnefs and 
dejection. He endeavoured to confole them, 
and exhorted them not tobedifcouraged by one 
unfortunate accident. He reprefented to them, 
“ That their lofs in the lad battle was not 


u greater than that of the Romans in the fird: 
u That notwithdanding, that people, whatever 
t£ conditions were propofed to them, would ne- 
ver hearken to a peace. That if they would 
u imitate their condancy, and refervethemfelves 
for better times, they might hope every thing. 
u That they had troops diffidently numerous to 
“ enable them dill to lupport a long war. That 
K asforhim, he relied upon the powerful friends 
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<c he had in Greece, from whom he expefted 
“ certain and confiderable aid.” He talked in 
this manner, not that he was either much in 
pain about their interefts, or had thoughts of 
continuing much longer in Italy, for he had al¬ 
ready refolved to leave it as foon as poffible, but 
to retain them within their duty, and to conceal 
his defign. The better to cover it, he fent de¬ 
puties to different Princes, to demand money of 
iome, troops of others, and both of Antigonus, 
who was then matter in Macedonia. 

Thefe hopes amufed the allies for fome time. 
However, he made preparations for his depar¬ 
ture with the utmoft fecrecy. In this interval 
his deputy to ,Antigonus returned with that 
Prince’s anfwer. But inflead of the real one, 
he invented another according to his views, 
which he read to the principal perfons of his al¬ 
lies. It promifed great and fpeedy aids. The 
allies were all deceived, as well as the Romans 
in the neighbourhood, amongft whom this re¬ 
port was induftrioufly fpread. The next night 
he fee fail, and landed in Epirus. What name 
would one give fudra conduit amongft private 
perfons? He left Milo in the citadel, and car¬ 
ried away eight thoufand foot and five hundred 
horfe with him. 

Such was die ilfue of Pyrrhus’s enterprise 
againft Italy, which had continued fix years. 
He afterwards formed others of the like nature: 
for, to define him aright, he was a true adven¬ 
turer, who often extricated himfelf out of the 
bad affairs in which his inconfiderate levity had 
engaged him, at the expence of his faith and 
engagements. He at laft perifhed miferably ia 
Argos two or t;hree years after, 
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M’ Curius Dentatus, III. 
Ser. Cornelius Merenda. 


As Rome expected the continuance of the 
war with Pyrrhus, it was thought proper alfo 
to continue Curius in theConfulfhip. The re¬ 
treat, or rather flight of that prince perhaps de¬ 
prived that illuftrious Roman of anewvi&ory: 
but it did not deprive him of the glory of ha¬ 
ving driven him out of Italy for ever by the 
crreat victory he had gained over him: for it 
was Curius who had contributed moft to that 
event. There was even room to believe, that 
Pyrrhus did not care to meafure his fword a fe- 
cond time with that Conful. 

It muft be confefled, that the latter years of 
which we have been fpeaking, were very pro¬ 
ductive both of great men and great actions. 

I do not mean only the victories gained over the 
enemy, the limits of the Srate confiderably ex¬ 
tended, valour and intrepidity in battle, attend¬ 
ed with a coolnelsand prefence of mind, which 
fee and weigh every danger without emotion, 
the knowledge of the art of war carried almoft 
into perfection in every kind ; in a word, all 
that m*. k; s great captains, and is called military 
merit and ability. I mean principally another 
kind of merit, which, fuftained and ennobled 
hy the fir ft, has done the Roman Empire an 
honour peculiar to itfelf, and which no other 
nation has fince imitated : this confided in fnn- 
plicity, temperance, fobricty, and aboveall, a 
difir.terefrednefs, that rofe fo high as the efteem 
and love of poverty •, and that in the greateft 
ftatefmen and moft illuftrious generals. I fay 
it was this kind of merit, that did moft honour 
to the Roman name : an honour, of which the 
jp.-g ftr:ts of ages, which have fince elapfed, 
•• •' 4 ' have 
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have not been able to abridge the luftre. For A *R* 47 s * 
we can almoft ft ill cry out with Lselius : Ant ’ c ‘ 174 * 
“ (a) Which of us can hear Curius or Fabricius 
“ fpoken of without feeling his bofom glow 
“ with a kind of amity and Jove for them 3 
“ and without Being ftruck with admiration 
“ for their noble fentiments, in feeing them de- 
<c fpife the things which the reft of mankind 
“ purfue with invariable ardor ?” Happy, had 
they known what was wanting to their good 
qualities, and was capable of rendering them 
truly virtuous! 


(a) Quis eft qui C. Fabri- fpemunt & negllgunt, ad 
cii, Man. Curii non cum ca- quas plerique inftammati avi- 
ritate aliqua & benevolentia ditate rapiuntur. Oe Amicit • 
memoriam ufurpet, quosnun- n, 28. Ope. /. 2. r. 38. 
quam vidcrit > quod cas res 
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SECT. V. 


Lmbaffy of Ptolomy Philadelpbus to the Romans 
Veftal purified with death. New colonies. Ta- 
raitum fur renders to the Romans. IVa r with 

ihe Samniies entirely terminatea. Return of 
the Roman emhaffadors from Egypt* Cenforfhip 
ef Curias. The conquered enemies are deprived 
cf part of their lands. Severe vengeance taken 
by Rome of the legion which bad maffacred the 
inhabitants of Rkegium . Money fir ft coined at 
Rome. New colonies. Way with the Picentes 
happily terminated. The peace cf Italy entirely 
eftablified by the fubmiffion cf the Salentini and 
Umbrians. The Apcllonians , and afterwards 
the Volftnians , implore the aid of Rome. Regu¬ 
lation in refpebf to the Ccnfors. Number of the 
Qucfftcrs doubled and augmented to eight . 
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Tolomy Philadelphia King of Egypt, ha¬ 
ving received advice of the flight of Pyr- 


Enbcjf,cf 

TloUmy 

this to rhus, fent to congratulate Rome upon that head, 
th Ro- and to demand the alliance of the Roman peo- 


mavs. 

FTcrnih 


pie. An embafly from lo remote and powerful 
hTT 'Z 3 - Pri nce gave the commonwealth great pleafure; 
—4.3. and fhe lent four of the principal perfons of 

Rome as embaiTadors to thank him, and to con¬ 
clude a trea:v with him. 

The Conluls gained fcveral advantages over 
the Lucanians, Samnites, and Brutians, whom 

neceffity and delpair ftill kept in arms. 

Trialfu- The Veftal Scxtilia, convicted of having vi- 

dated her vow, is punifhed with death, and 
buried alive. 

Colonies 


,v. t b 

riui 
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Colonies are fent to Cofa in the country of A,R - *79- 

the Volfci, and to Paeftum, otherwife called Ant * c - 173 * 
Pofidonia, in Lucania. New cole- 

mes. 


L. Papirius Cursor, II. 

Sp. Carvilius, II. 


A. R. 480 . 
Ant. C.272. 


Pyrrhus perifhed in Argos this year. 

The death of that Prince left the people ofTaremm 
Italy no hope, nor any refource : fuch of them 
as were at liberty to make choice of what fuited to the R °' 

I 1 /T 4 . * IftCLUi* 

them belt, came to an accommodation with the 
Romans upon the bed conditions they could. 

But as for the Tarentines, the garrifon Pyrrhus 
had left in their citadel kept them in awe. They 
were entirely at variance with Milo, who com¬ 
manded, and in a date of real flavery. Tor¬ 
mented within by the governor, and having ' 
the Romans to fear without, they applied to 
the Carthaginians, and implored their aid. The 
latter, without lofs of time, fet fail with their 
fleet, in appearance to drive Milo out of the 
citadel, but really to defend it agninfl the Ro¬ 
mans, and to make themfelves maflers of it. 

As they were in poffellion of.aconfiderable part 
of Sicily, they had a great intereft in fecuring 
the coads of Italy alfo to themfelves, and in 
preventing them from falling into the hands of 
the Romans. In the mean time the Conful Pa¬ 
pirius arrived. Tarentum in conference was 
Ihut up on all Tides, the Romans befieging the 
city by land, and the Carthaginians the citadel 
by fea. Papirius had more addrefs than the 
latter, and fhewed it on this occafion. He cau- 
fed Milo to be founded. He offered him the 

mod advantagious conditions for himielf and 
the inhabitants, and gave him all poffible affu- 
ranees of making them good. Milo, feeing 
nothing better for him to do, and having no 

other 
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a. R. 4 S 0 . o: ' ntv refburce, engaged the Tarentines to fur- 

a~ t f a- 9 y u u 

; render the city and citadel to the Conful. The 

Carthaginians were much furprized and afflidted 
at this fir eke. To declare againft the Romans 
in favour of Tarentum, was in fome meafure to 
violate the treaty with the Romans. This dif- 
content already prepared the way for an open 


P ar 

tie £ em¬ 
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rupture. 

Carvilius, the other Conful, fpared no pains 
alfo on his fide to fubjeft the Samnites. They 
_ furrendered themfelves, but with better faith 
than they had done hitherto *, and accepted in 
earned the conditions the Romans thought fit to 


impofe upon them. Thus at laft was a war 
happily terminated, which had continued about 
feventy years, including fome intervals of no 
long duration, which from time to time had 
iufptnded hoftilities. 

The Lucanians and Brutians were fcveral 


times defeated, and alfo reduced to afk peace, 
which was granted them. 

The two Confuls had an equal fhare in fuch 
advantageous events, acting in concert and even 

o * cj # 

often together, and mutually aiding each other 
with their troops according to occafion. I.n 
confcquence, they both triumphed together. 
T-t:rn f The embafiadors being returned from Egypt, 

reported their commiffion in the Senate. They 
faid, ;; That the king had received them in 
£-.w. «« the moft obliging and honourable manner 

■ * • □ D 

“ conceivable. That on their arrival he had 


“ fent them magnificent prefents: but that they 
had iudged it more for the honour of the 
commonwealth to give an example of the 
moderation and difinrercftednels which file 
•< makes her glory, and that they had defired 
“ the Prince to difpence with their acceptance 

*• of his prefmK That at a folemn feaft the 

“ day 
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“ day before their departure, the King had cau- 
<c fed crowns of gold to be given to them, all 
cc which they had placed upon his ftatues the 
“ next day. That laftly, the fame day they 
“ fet out, the King had given them far more 
“ magnificent prefents than the firft, reproach- 

“ ing them in an obliging manner for not hav- 
“ ing accepted them. That not to offend a 

“ Prince of fo much goodnefs by reiterated re- 
“ fufals, they had accepted them with the molt 
“ profound refpeft, and that the firft thing they 
“ had done on arriving at Rome, had been to 
“ depofite them in the public treafury. 35 They 
afterwards informed the Senate with what marks 
of joy and acknowledgment Ptolomy had re¬ 
ceived the alliance of the Roman people. 

This report gave the Senate exceeding fatif- 
faftion. They approved the whole, and thanked 
the embaffadors efpecially for having rendered the 
manners of the Romans venerable even to foreign 
nations by their fincere and perfect difmterejlednefs . 
They decreed that the prefents they had depofi- 
ted in the public treachery ftiould be reftored to 
them. The People expreffed no lefs fatisfaftion 
and admiration than the Senate had done, 

(<?) Every thing is perfeft in this affair, and 
one cannot tell which to praifemoft, the libera¬ 
lity of the king, the difintereftednefs of the 
embaffadors, or the equity of the Senate and 
People. Happy State, happy government, 
where virtue is fo generally in efteem and ho¬ 
nour, and where its whole value is known ! I 
do not fpeak of thole ftiining virtues, which 
exhibit themfelves as fights, which attraft all 

(«) Ita in iifdem, Ptolo- Romani squitas, debitam 
mxi liberalitas, legatorum ab~ probabilis fafti portionem ob- 
ftinentia, Senatus ac Popu\i tinuit. Yai Max. 1 . 4. c. 3. 
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AbcC.^ e 5 res u P on ^ em > an{ ^ ma ke a great noife in the' 

' ‘ world : but, not to depart from my fubjedl, of 
a virtue, fimple, modeft, and void of pomp, 
which does not fuffer itfelf to be dazzled by 
the glitter of gold and filver, which defpifes 
what all the world greedily purfue, and which 
however all the world admires and applauds. 

But the principle on which the conduft of 
thefe embafudors was founded, argues an eleva¬ 
tion of fentiments, which ought to form the pre¬ 
vailing character of all perfons in high Rations. 
They were perfuaded, that a man charged with 
publick affairs, ought to have no view, but the 
glory and grateful latisfaftion of having faith- 
Val. Max. fully acquitted himfclf of his duty. Be publico 
1. 4. c. 3. {licet minijttrio nihil cuiquam prater laudem bene 

adminifirati officii accedcrt debere judicantes . 

I do not think that I ought to leave my rea¬ 
ders in ignorance of the names of thefe four il- 

ZD 

luftrious Romans: That in my opinion were 
to deprive them of an honour to which they 
have the jufteft right. They were called Ch 
Fabius Gurges, C. Fabius Piftor, Numer. Fa- 
bius Piftor, and Q^Ogulnius. The firft, 
Fabius, who was at the head of the embaffy, 
was chofen Prince of the Senate by the Cenfors. 
He had been twice Conful, and had triumphed 
both times. 


Cmf:rjh':p 

tf Curius- 


It was in the year in which we are fpeaking, 
that the Cenfor M’ Curius caufed an aqueduft to 
be made for bringing the waters of the Anio into 
the city. He employed the money which arofe 
from the fpoils taken by him from the enemy in 
that work. This Curius was one of the greateft 
men of the Roman commonwealth, to which, as 
we have already obferved, he did no lefs honour 
by his frugality, fimplicity, and difinterefted- 
nefs a that rofe fg high as a fincere contempt for 

riche* 
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riches and love of poverty, than by his mill- A - R *480. 

■ j \ J • n . J Ant,C.z7i. 

tary virtues, and glorious victories. 

A private perfon having had the confidence Auft. de 
to accufe him of having.converted confiderable Vir. illuft. 
fums out of the fpoils taken from the enemy to. 
his own ufe, he fwore that no part of them had 
entered his houfe, except a wooden vefiel which 
he made ufe of in facrifices, and produced in 
public. One cannot help being moved with 
indignation at fo extravagant and perverfe an 
attempt, {a) But in a Commonwealth, jealous 
of- its liberty to excefs, accufers are fuffered 
without regret, becaul'e a perfon unjuftly ac- 
cufed may be acquitted, and a criminal cannot 
be condemned unlefs accufed. Now it is better, 


fays Cicero, that an innocent perfon fhould be 
expoferi to lbme difugrecable affairs, that can¬ 
not hurt him, than to leave the guilty hopes, 
that their crimes fhall pafs with impunity, be- 
caufe no body will venture to bring them be¬ 
fore the Judges. 

All the enemies of the Commonwealth being tot con- 
fubiefted, the queftion was in the Senate, tode- V ieredm * 

a 7 ^ f miej are 

liberate upon the ule it was proper to make or 4^^of 

victory. There is reafon to judge by the con- part of 
du£t, which the Romans had ufuajly obferved theirtem -• 

in refpefl: to conquered people, that they de- 
prived the Samnites, Lucanians, and all the xv . IM ~. 
reft who had born arms againft Rome, of part 
of their territories. Hiftory has preferved the 
particular manner in which the Tarentines were 
treated. They were ordered to deliver up their 
arms and their fhips; their walls were demo¬ 


te) Quare facile omnes condemnari non poteft. Uci- 
patimur quam plurimas accu- lius eft abfolvi innocentem, 
fatores ; quod innocens, fi quam nocentem caufam non 
accufatus fit, abfolvi poteft ; dicere, Cic.fro Rofc. n . 56. 
oocens, rufi accufatus fuerit, 


t 


lifted 
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and a tribute impofed on them: no- 

* ‘ }i ‘ thing was granted them but peace and liberty. 

Seven When all was tranquil in Italy, the firft care 
vengeance 0 f R omans was to avenge the perfidy of 

%Zcf legion, which having maffacred the in- 
the legion habitants of Rhegium, had kept poffefiion of 
that bad their city ten years with impunity. As 

they faw, that the Roman arms pro 

tbeir.babi - J 7 . . , , f 

tants of day, they rightly conceived, that 
Rbegium. not long be left in repofe, and 

make a vigorous defence. 

Befides the ferocity which was in a manner 
become natural to them, they relied much up¬ 
on the amity of the Mamertines, and the good 
fuccefs of their arms againft the Carthaginians 
and Pyrrhus, whom they had caufed to drop 
the defign of attacking their city. They car¬ 
ried the fpirit of rebellion to fuch an excefs, 
that having entered Crotona by the affiftance of 
fome traitors, they prefumed to put the Ro¬ 
man garrifon to the fword, and to demolifh the 
city. 


fpered every 
they Ihould 
prepared to 


a.r. *Sz. L. Genutius. 

Q ' Quint 1 us. 

L. Genucius, one of the new Confuls, march¬ 
ed againft thofe rebels. Having driven them 
into their city, he befieged them there in form. 
They defended themfelves with the courage of 
lions, as they were defperate, and had nothing 
to expeft, but to be punifhed with death. 
They even gained fome advantages over the 
Conful, and would have reduced him to the 
want of provifions, if Hiero had not fent him 
corn. That prince made a perpetual war with 
the Mamertines their allies, who had been 
guilty of the fame crime at Meffina, as they 
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had committed at Rhegium. In confluence A> R * 4S1. 
as much out of inclination, as to make his court ° * '* 7I# 
to the Romans, he affifted the Conful, as a 
duty and with pleafure, in fo important a con¬ 
juncture. The bcfieged at length reduced to 
the Lift extremity, were obliged to furrender 
. at di fere t ion. Only three hundred Roman fol- 
diers fell alive into the Con ful’s hands. The 
reft were either dead before, or to avoid the 
lhame of being executed, had fought like mad¬ 
men till they were killed. Genucius immedi¬ 
ately caufed the deferters and thieves, who had 
fled in great numbers to Rhegium as to an a- 
fylum, to be put to death. As to the legion¬ 
ary foldiers, he carried them with him to Rome, 
in order that the Senate might determine of 
their fate. 

The fentence was fevere, and fuited the 
atrocity of their crime. They were fir ft carried 
to prifon, and were all condemned to be whipt 
with rods, and to lofe their heads. M. Ful- 
vius Flaccus, Tribune of the People, oppofed 
the decree of the Senate. However it was put 
in force, and the criminals were puqifhed. But 
not to terrify the multitude by putting them all 
to death at once, fifty a day were carried to 
execution. The Senate forbade burying them, 
and ordered that none fhould go in mourning 

for them. 

Divine Providence, which feldom fuffers Eximp 1 ary 
great criminals to efcape its juft vengeance, and 
often inflifts public and diftinguilhed vengeance 
upon them in this life, to intimidate the bad, Appian 
had puniflied Decius Jubellius, the author andap. Valef. 
ringleader of the black treachery, which had 
deftroyed the inhabitants of Rhegium, fomci 0 g. 2Z [ 
fhort time after he had perpetrated that horrible 
crime. Driven out of that city even by thofe 

Vol. III. C c who 

♦ 
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who hid been his accomplices, he took refuge 
at Medina, where he did not long enjoy the 
good reception he met with, at eafe. He was 
a Tided with a very painful diforder of the eyes. 
There was in that city a famous phyfician, who 
had been fettled there a great many years. 
People did not know, or had forgot, that he 
was a native of Rhegium : for certainly if Ju- 
bellius had iufpe&ed it in the lead, he would 
not have put himfelf into his hands. He there¬ 
fore caufed him to be fenc for. The phyfician, 
tranfported with fo happy an occafion of aveng¬ 
ing his country, told him he had a remedy, of 
which the fuccefs was fpeedy and infallible, but 
very violent, and required patience. The hope 
of a cure made Jubellius content to every thing. 
The phyfician accordingly applied his compo- 
fuion to his eyes, in which he had mixed pow¬ 
der of Cantharides, a mod extreme corrofive, 
and recommended to him in a particular man¬ 
ner not to take off that dreffmg till he returned ; 
after which he immediately retired from Mef- 
fina. Jubellius foon felt the fharpeft and moft 
exquifue pains, as if burning coals had been ap¬ 
plied to his eyes, and continued in inexpredible 
torments. After having long expefted the re¬ 
turn of his phyfician, he tore off the fatal dref- 
fing, the effeft of which had entirely deprived 
him of fight, and left him in infupportable an- 
guifh during the reft of his life. 

The city of Rhegium was reftored to as 
many of its ancient inhabitants as could be 
drawn together, with their laws and liberty. 
1 'his bloody execution, the report of which 
fpread a great way, very much augmented the 
idea the people already conceived of the juftice 
of the Romans, and contributed no lefs to ac¬ 
quire them the love of all the States of Italy, 

than 
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than their arms had done to 
feared. 
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C. Genucius. 
Cn. Cornelius. 
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There was this year a war with the Sarfinates, 
a people of Umbria, who inhabited the Apen¬ 
nines. No circumftance of it is known. 

Rome felt a very hard winter this year. Aug. d<? 
There was fnow in the Forum during forty days 
of an extraordinary depth, 1,1 ‘ 7 ' 


Q. Ogulnius Gallus. 

C. Fab IUS PlCTOR. 
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This year filver money was coined in Rome *rk'r 
for the firft time, whereas hitherto it had only 
brafs fpecies. This was not becaufe gold- and 
filver money had not been known long before 
at Rome: but it was foreign, brought from a- 
broad, and generally taken from the enemy, as 
were the forty talents of filver taken amongft the 
fpoils of Pometia, of which Livy fpeaks in his 
firft book. But copper money only had been 
coined at Rome till now. The opulence to 
which the Commonwealth had attained, occa* 
fioned it to think of coining filver. 


r:& 

it 

at 


Liv. I, 
c * > 5 • 
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P. Sempronius Sophus. 
Ap. Claudius Crassus. 


A. R. 4?4. 
Ant.C. 2 h%. 


A colony was fent now to Ariminum a city 
of the Gauls, Senones, in Picenum : and ano-*'“ 
ther into Samniurn to Maleventum , a name of 
bad augury, which was then changed into that 
of Beneventum . 

The freedom of Rome had been granted the 

C c 2 Sabines 
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Afl^c tls* Sabines for feme years: the right of fuffragfc 

' was new added to it. 

J.' cr ~x:ih The war with the Picentes, the people of 
tke Piun-^ p; ccnum? after a fufficiently rude battle, and 

ti e taking of feveral of their principal towns, 
vus terminated by the entire fubjection of the 

whole nation. This was a great advantage, and 
a confiderable augmentation of ftrensth to the 


Us 

* ^ 

tenzinu- 


Plin. 

C # l 


1 


Commonwealth, as, according to Pliny the Na- 
turalift, three hundred and fixty thoufand Pi¬ 
centes fubmicted to the Roman People. To 
perpetuate the remembrance of lb memorable an 
ever: the reprefentation of it was ftamped up¬ 
on t :e filver money coined this year. 


/. R. 4 ? 5 . 
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M. Atilius Regulus. 
L. Julius Libo. 


Jtah - r;- 


To put an end to the conqueft of all Italy, it 
vtrjslsya! on ]y remained to fubjeft the Salentines, who 

* %a ' f c ~ ~ 1 e moll weitern part of it upon the 

The war 


ihr tf lit fca-coaft, not far from Tarentum. 


*. a.: rt2K J 

find Um¬ 
brians. 

Brindji. 


was carried into their country under pretext, 
that they had received Pyrrhus into their ports 
and cities. The commodioufnefs of the port of 
Brundufium, which afforded a free accefs into 
all the neighbouring countries, was the princi¬ 
pal caufe of ir. They were not fubjefted till 
the year following. 


A. R. *26. 
Ant C j66. 


Numerius Fabius. 
D. Junius. 


To thefe Confuls the Umbrians furrendered 
thcmlelves on one fide, and the Salentines on 
the other, which obtained them the honour of a 
triumph ; and with thefe people all Italy was 
reduced, and univerfai peace eftablifhed. 

Rome 
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Rome hitherto had ftruggled, during almoft A - 
five hundred years, with the feveral States that m 
inhabited Italy, and could not yet pafs the 
bounds of, nor extend its conquefts beyond it. 

W hat appearance was there, that a people kept 
againft their will for fo many years within fo 
narrow a compafs, fhould one day, and in a 
fpace of time fufficiently ftiort, make themfelves 
matters of almoft the whole world ? What is 
Italy, in comparifon with that vaft extent of 
provinces and kingdoms, which it wasdeftined 
to poffefs in Africa, Afia, and Europe ; and of 
which it was fucceffively to make conquefts ? 
This is what it was preparing for, without 
knowing it, by all the wars which it has hi¬ 
therto fuftained : or to fpeak more juftly, this 
is what God himfelf difpofed fo, as he had pre¬ 
pared Cyrus and Alexander for the great con¬ 
quefts he had allotted them, and which he had 
caufed to be clearly foretold by his prophets, as 
well as thofe of the Romans. He had afiigned 

fixed bounds for the duration of the kingdoms 
of Alexander’s fucceffors. Till then the Ro¬ 
mans will be able to effeft nothing againft thofe 
kingdoms. But when the term prefixed (hall 
arrive, they will reduce them all, each in its 
turn, into fubjeftion to Rome. It is happy 
for us, that this conduft and peculiar attention 
of God over the kingdoms of the earth, which 
begin and end only when he pleafes, has been 
revealed to us in the Scriptures. 

The Romans, viftorious over all the enemies 

that have exercifed them fo long within the ex¬ 
tent of Italy, become from henceforth either 
the afylum or terror of the neighbouring cities 
and ftates, and employ their arms to fupport 
the weak oppreffed, and to oppofe the violence 
of oppreffors. Noble and worthy ufe of the 

power 
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a. r. 4 vc. power granted by God to States and Princes, 

unc j w i 1 j c j 1 wou jfi d 0 infinite honour to a power¬ 
ful and formidable people, if, firmly determin¬ 
ed to render themielves the protedlors of inno¬ 
cence and juftice, which is in fome fort to hold 
the place of God upon earth, they do not give e3r 
to ambitious policy* as the Romans will foon 
do, and become at length themfelves unjufl: and 
violent ufurpers. 

T f A pi- The Apollonians were the firft who had re- 

c0ur fg r 0 tfi e Roman People. Apollonia is a 
ck Y ^P on ea ^ :ern coaltof the Adriatic Sea, 

•rr' re ib; valuable particularly on account of its port, 

w-f which lies the neareft and mofl commodioufiy 

for landing in Greece from Brundufium. It is 
fimated between Illyrium and Macedonia, a- 
gainft which it was not in a condition to de¬ 
fend its liberty. The Senate received very fa¬ 
vourably the ambaffadors it fent to Rome to 
demand the amity and protection of the Com¬ 
monwealth. But an unlucky and unforefeen ac¬ 
cident might have given the neighbouring 
Srates impreffions very prejudicial to the repu¬ 
tation of Rome. Some young Senators in a 
riifpute were io hot as to ftrike the ambaffa- 
cors. The Senate perfectly comprehended of 
what confeqtience, ana how neceffary it was, to 
punifh fuch a violence. They remembered 
what the fuffering with impunity a violation of 
the laws of nations in refpect to the Gauls had 
coft die Commonwealth. They therefore deli¬ 
vered up all the culpable to the ambaffadors, 
without regard to their birth, rank, or even 
dignity, for one of them was iEdile. They 
were carried to Apollonia : but the inhabitants, 
foleiy attentive to. the favour they had lately re¬ 
ceived tor the Roman People, fent them back, 
after having treated them with the higheft re- 
jpecc and politenefs. Q. Fa- 
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Q. Fabius.Gurges III. 

L. Mamilius Vitulus. 

Another people nearer Rome than the Apol- 
lonians, and groaning under an equally cruel 
and infamous oppreffion, implored the affift- 
anceof the Romans that year. Thefe were the 
Volfinians, a people of Hetruria, who by a 
very odd kind of conduft, and probably forced 
to it by the bad flate of their affairs, had fome 
years before, not only granted liberty to, and 
armed their Oaves, but had even admitted them 
into the Senate. Thefe ftrange Senators foon 
made themfelves matters of the reft, and even 
of the State,and exercifed incredible violences and 
cruelties both againft the men and the women. 

The Volfinians, not being able to bear fo bar¬ 
barous and fhameful a flavery, fern fome per- 
fons fecretly to Rome, who defired the Senate 
to give them audience in fome private, houfe, 
in order to keep the fubjeft of their journey a 
fecret. The relation of their fufferings moved 
the Senators with- companion, and they pro- 
mifed them a fpeedy and powerful aid. Un¬ 
fortunately a friend of the matter of the houle 
where the affembly was held, who was fick in 
a neighbouring chamber, over-heard ail that 
had been refolved, and gave advice of it imme¬ 
diately to the Volfinians. Affoon as the depu¬ 
ties returned thither, both them and feveral of 
the principal perfons were murdered. 1 his was 
a new reafon for haftening the aid. The Conful 
Q. Fabius arrived there with his army, d he 
rebels were fo bold as to march out againft him: 
They were repul fed with great lofs into the city, 
where the Conful befieged them inform. They 
defended themfelves there with vigour, and 
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An- R c ?e-' ma( ^ e ^ cvera * brifk Tallies, in one of which Fa- 
~ bius received a wound of which he died. But 

the courage of the Romans did not die with 
him, and only became the more furious from 
his death. They continued the fiege, cut off 
provifions fo effectually, and preffed the enemy 
fo clofe, that the next year, when the Senate fent 
M. Fulvius, one of the Confuls, to terminate 
this enterprize, reduced to the want of all things, 
and not able to fjppcrt the famine any longer, 
they lurrendered at diferetion. They were 
made to fufrer the mod cruel punifhments. The 
city was deftroyed, and other places affigned 
the remainder of the Volfinians, and the flaves 
who had been faithful to their mailers. This 
expedition acquired the Conful a triumph'. 
RsguLtrn Cn. Cornelius Blafio, and C. Marcius Ruti- 
c:r.cerr.zr S ] U s, the latter for the fecond time were elefted 
^ Cenfors in the year 487. Marcius affembled 

the People immediately, and reproached them 
iharply for having chofen him Cenfor a fecond 
time, after their anceftors had abridged that 
office of two thirds of its duration, on account 
of its too great authority. The moderation 
which he fhewed on thisoccafion, acquired him 
the fimame of Cenforinus; and a decree was 
paTed, whereby it was prohibited to confer the 
office of Cenfor twice upon the fame perfon. 

Kumber af The number of Quteftors, or Treafurers, were 
the / doubled the fame year. Hitherto there had been 

TldTnc! 0D ^ f° ur » two f° r city, and as many for 
f at id the army. But as the public revenues were very 

n dgk. much increafed in effect of the new augmenta¬ 
tions of the dominions of the State, there was a 
neceffity for nominating eight. 
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End of the Third Folium, 



